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210 PAST A~D PRESENT OF GREENE COUNTY. 

the general good. He has served as chairman 
of the board of supervisors for seven year~, 
while for a similar period he served on the city 
council and is now a mem ber of the library 
board, having been an incumbent in this posi
tion for five years. 

GILLUM S. TOLIVER. 

Gillum S. '!'oliver, the oldest practitioner in 
years of continuous connection with the Greene 
county bar and one whose marked ability has 
long given him prestige as a representative of 
the profession, was born in Owen county, In
diana, F ebruary 11, 1840. He is a son of 
Isom '!'oliver, a fanner, who was born in Ashe 
county, :X ol"th Carolina, J uly 29, 1814. The 
grandfather was John Toliver, a farmer of Ashe 
county, :Kor th Carolina, and the great-grand
father was Jesse Toliver, a soldier from Vir
ginia, who served for seven years in the Revolu
tionary war, five years as captain of the line. 
N"othing is known of the ancestors of Jesse 
Toliver save that they came from England. 

When n. young man Isom Toliver emigrated 
to Owen county, Indiana, where he was married 
August 6, 1836, to Miss Matilda Reynolds, who 
was born in Randolph county, North Carolina, 
a daughter of James and Sally (Greene) Rey
nold~, the latter a relative of General Nathaniel 
Greene of Revolutionary war fame. Isom T oli
ver an(l his wife began their domestic life in 
the locality where they were married . That 
part of I ndiana was then a timbered country, 
almost a wilderness, and after struggling on 
together for several years, deadening the timber 
and clearin~ up the land, planting and culti
vating the small fields thus prepared, in which 
work the wi fe assisted her husband, and finding 
it hard in such a country to provide for their 
growing fnmily, they determined t.o seek a home 
in the wes t. Accordingly in the spring of 
1848, with five children and a single yoke of 
oxen hitched to a wagon , they bade adieu to 
their friends and neighbors and moved toward 

the setting sun into the prairies of the great 
west. They traveled through Illinois and ~fis
souri and as far as Salem, Arkansas, before 
settling in Richland county, Illinois, where they 
resided until the fall of 1853, when they started 
for Greene county, Iowa. They reached Wapello 
county, where they spent the winter and on the 
6th of April, 1854, they arrivetl in Greene 
county. Here Isom Toliver entered three hun
dred acres of government land. This was the 
tenth family to settle in the county and the 
fourth family west of the river in what is now 
Franklin township. With characteristic energy 
Mr. Toliver began the arduous task of develop
ing a new farm, converting the raw prairie into 
richly cultivated fields, which he continued to 
improve until 1868. He then sold that prop
erty and purcha~ecl an improved farm in Bristol 
township, upon which he continued to make his 
home until his death, which occurred September 
13, 1893. He had been a resident of the county 
for almost forty years and had contributed in 
large measure to its substantial upbnilding, aid
ing in laying broad and deep the foundation 
for its present progress and prosperity. H e 
was a successful farmer, a man of .good judg
ment and a citizen respected and esteemed by 
all who knew him. In I ndiana he was a mem
ber of the United Brethren church, but never 
\mitcd with any church organization in Greene 
county. He was, however, an ex<>rnplary mem
ber of the ];;[asonic fraternity, which has as 
its basic principles mutual helpfulness and 
hrotherly kindness. In the early days his polit
ical allegiance was gilren to the whig part~' and 
upon its dissolution he joined the ranks of the 
new rcpubliran party. His wife passed away 
January 14, 1803. 

They were the pol"ents of eleven rhilcll"en, of 
whom four died in childhood . The following 
is the record of those who attained adul t age : 
John H ., born in Indiana, came to Greene 
county with the family and enlisted for ~ervice 
with the Thirty-ninth Iowa Volunteer Infantry 
during the rivil war. being fife mojor of the 
regiment. Before the command proceeded to 
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PAST AND PRESENT OF G-REENE COUNTY. 213 

the south, however, he died at Davenport, leav
ing a wife, who bore the maiden name of Nancy 
King, who has since remarried -and is still liv
ing. Gillum S. is the second of the family. 
J. M. Toliver, now a prominent attorney of 
Lake City, Iowa, where he has resided since 
1871, was second lieutenant of Company E of 
the Thirty-ninth Iowa Infantry and for years 
was district attorney for the northwestern dis
trict of this state. He wedded Mary Stanford, 
a daughter of James Stanford, one of the early 
settlers of this county. J . C. Toliver, now en
gaged in the practice of law in Ainsworth, Ne
braska, where he has made his home for twenty 
years, served as a private in the Union army for 
two years, belonging to Company H of the 
Tenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He has been 
prominent in community affairs, filling the 
office of recorder of Greene county for two 
terms, while since his removal to Nebraska he 
has served as judge of the county court. His 
wife was Ella McCoy, formerly of this county. 
D. R. Toliver, a member of the firm of Lower & 
Toliver, liverymen of J efferson, wedded Mar
garet Mosteller, a daughter of Peter Mosteller, 
an early settler of Bristol township. Terry J . 
is the wife of A. H. McClurg, a resident of 
Bn1sh, Colorado. Isom M., a farmer of Mo
lalla, Oregon, married Mollie Forbes, formerly 
of Greene county. 

Gillum S. Toliver was a youth of fourteen 
years when brought to Greene county. His 
early experiences were those of frontier life in 
Indiana, Illinois and Iowa. Up to the time of 
his arrival here he had received but two months' 
schooling in Indiana and two months in Wa
pello county, Iowa. There was not a school
house in Greene county, but in the summer of 
1856 he attended school for three months at 
Panora, Guthrie county. He also pursued his 
studies for three months in the winter of 1857-8, 
when Captain A. R. Mills taught in Brand 
schoolhouse in Washington township. That 
winter there were ninety pupils in the school, 
coming from an area covering five miles upon 
the prairie and up and down the river. Again 

Mr. '!'oliver attended the country schools in 
the winter of 1858-9 and of 1859-60, 
using every opportunity available for the 
advancement of his education. In Septem
ber, 1860, he walked f rom Greene coum.y to 
Ottumwa, Iowa, to take the examination that 
would permit him to teach a school in Wa
pello county, where he had an uncle living. He 
was four days in making the trip. All the 
money he had was a three dollar bill. N eces
sarily he stopped at different places for meals 
and lodging, but money was so scarce in the 
pioneer community that no one could change 
the bill until he made his last stop, when a set
tler changed it and took ten cents for the ac
commodation. At Ottumwa he spent five cents 
for cheese and crackers, making fifteen cents 
total expenditure for the journey. Four years 
later he made the same trip with a horse and 
buggy-the only buggy in Greene county. This 
was during the period of the Civil war when 
farmers had to have a license to keep travelers, 
this revenue going to help carry on the war. 
Every ten miles the licensed farmer was found 
and Mr. Toliver paid a dollar and a half for a 
night's entertainment, his aunt being with him 
on that trip. 

Prior to this time ¥r. Toliver taught school 
in Washington township and the money which 
he thus earned he gave his father to assist him 
in building a house on their farm in Franklin 
township. Money was indeed very scarce, a 
teacher being about the only one who had any. 
In Wapello county Mr. Toliver worked on 
Saturdays in order to pay for his board. That 
winter he spent nine dollars for clothes and 
then walked back home in the spring with a 
hundred and forty-one dollars as the proceeds 
of his winter's labor, his money being in coins 
worth six and a quarter, twelve and a half, 
twenty-five and fifty cents respectively. De
sirous of promoting his own education, he en
tered Western College and was here when the 
boys from Greene county who had enlisted were 
rendezvoused at Iowa City before going to the 
front and, becoming imbu~d with the spirit of 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



214 PAS'r AND PRESENT OF GREENE COUNTY. 

patriotism, Mr. Toliver offered his services to 
the government in defense of the Union on the 
28th of September, 1861, joining Company H 
of the Tenth I owa Volunteer Infantry. He 
was with the regiment until discharged on ac
count of rheumatism in May, 1862. After the 
war he entered the State University at Iowa 
City, pursuing a literary course. He also stud
ied law a short time in the State University at 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. While away at school 
he was appointed county surveyor to fill a va
cancy, serving out the unexpired term of one 
year, after which he was elected at the succeed
ing election and served for two years. In 
1868-9 he served as county treasurer, discharg
ing his duties with a promptness and fidelity 
that won him unifonn commendation. 

Mr. Toliver was admitted to the bar in 1865 
and entered upon the practice of law at that 
time. In 1870 he formed a partnership with 
J. J. Russell, this connection continuing until 
the death of Mr. Russell in 1901. For thirty
one years the .firm of Russell & Toliver was con
sidered the most prominent in Greene county. 
Mr. Toliver is today the oldest member of the 
Greene county bar engaged actively in practice, 
and has long been accorded a foremost posi
tion among the able lawyers of this part of the 
state. He has argued many cases and lost but 
few. No one better knows the necess1ty for 
thorough preparation and no one more industri
ously prepares his cases than he. His course in 
the courtroom is characterized by a calmness 
and dignity that indicate reserve strength. H e 
is always courteous and deferential toward the 
court, kind and forbearing toward his adversa
ries. He examines a witness carefully and thor
oughly, but treats him with a respect which 
makes the witness grateful for his kindness and 
forbearance. His handling of his case is always 
full, comprehensive and accurate; his analysis 
of the facts is clear and exhaustive; he sees 
without effort the relation and dependence of 
the facts, and so groups them as to enable him 
to throw their combined force upon the point 
they tend to prove. He has always been re-

garded as an able speaker, possessing marked 
oratorical power and excelled by none in Greene 
county in extemporaneous speaking. His 
eulogy before the Greene county bar on the 
death of his partner is considered one of the 
ablest public utterances and appears in the 
Greene county history by E. B. Stillman. He 
has done more legal business in this county 
than any other lawyer who ever practiced at 
the Greene county bar. In politics he has al
ways been a stalwart republican and bas ever 
displayed a knowledge of political questions and 
issues superior to that usually found in th~ 
laity. He was a member of the thirteenth gen
eral assembly of Iowa and for thirty-six yearE 
was president of the commission for the insane 
for Greene county. His ambition has never 
been in the line of officeholding, but rather in 
the path of his profession, wherein merit and 
ability have enabled him to rise to prominence, 
passing many whose equipment at the outset 
of their careers was far superior to his. He 
has always been possessed of the laudable ambi
tion to attain excellence. Never content with 
mediocrity, he has made steady progress. In 
his school days he was an apt student and led 
his classes in all studies and is yet recognized 
among the best grammarians in Greene county. 

On the 26th of February, 1873, Mr. Toliver 
was married to Miss Belle Blake, who was born 
in Pennsylvania, June 24, 1856, a daughter of 
Charles T. and Sarah A. (Taylor) Blake, both 
of whom are now deceased. The mother was a 
relative of General Zachary Taylor . . Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Toliver were born two children: Iris, 
the wife of F. D. Milligan, of Jefferson; and 
Portia, at home. The 'rolivet- residence is one 
of the finest homes in Jefferson and its gracious 
and warm hearted hospitality is one of its most 
attractive features. Mr. Toliver belongs to the 
Masonic fraternity and in his life has exempli
fied the beneficent spirit of this craft. He is a 
man of equable temperament, his life work 
characterized by continuity of purpose and thor
oughness. He still enjoys fairly good health, 
a fact undoubtedly attributable in considerable 
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measure to the fact that he has ever been an 
abstainer from intoxicants and tobacco in any 
form. Nature is kindly to those who abuse not 
her laws and Mr. Toliver has lived in conform
ity to her rules throughout his whole life. What
soever his hand finds to do, whether in his pro
fession or in his official duties or in any other 
sphere, he does with his might and with a deep 
sense of conscientious obligation. 

LEE DAVIS. 

Lee Davis, a well known business man of 
Scranton, was born in De Kalb county, Illinois, 
in 1860, a son of Isaac and Mariette (Simpson) 
Davis, and received the educational advantages 
of the common schools and of the high school 
in his native town. In 1881 he came to Scran
ton, Iowa, and purchased two different farms in 
Greene county. He erected buildings and other
wise improved his land and successfully en
gaged in farming until 1893, when he removed 
to Jefferson to take up the duties of county 
auditor, which office he filled for four years. 
In 1897 he sold his farm and embarked in the 
grain and lumber business with Mr. Osborne, 
which they carried on together for four years. 

In 1901 Mr. Davis formed a partnership with 
Mr. Milligan, of J efferson and bought out 
Schoeneman Brothers' lumber and grain busi
ness, which they have since conducted. This 
enterprise was established by Mr. Phelps some 
thirty years ago but the present firm has great1y 
enlarged and extended the business. They have 
a lumber shed, sixty by one hundred feet in 
dimension, which furnishes the storage for their 
lumber and building material. They carry a 
full line of lumber, builders' supplies, tile, 
brick and coal and in addition they buy· all 
kinds of grain. To accommodate this latter 
department they have an elevator with a capa
city of twenty thousand bushels and have re
cently established a twelve horse power gasoline 
engine. Of this enormous enterprise Mr. Davis 
has entire charge, and it is owing to his execu
tive force and business ability that the enter
prise is now on so sound a financial basis. 

Mr. Davis was married in De Kalb county, 
Illinois, to Miss Mary L. Morris and by her 
marriage she has become the mother of five 
children: Carrie, who is now Mrs. Worsley; 
Guy; Grace, who is attending Ames College; 
Ada, who is a member of the senior class in the 
high school; and Marian. 

Mr. Davis is a stanch republican and has held 
various township offices, whose duties he has 
performed promptly and well. He is a member 
of the village council, was county auditor for 
four years, nnd for three years has been master 
of the Masonic lodge. He has for many years 
been engaged in th,e business in which be is 
now interested, displaying high integrity and 
ability in the discharge of its duties, but bas 
always had leisure to do all in his power to pro
mote the welfare of the community in which he 
lives. 

THOMAS D. McCARNEY. 
Thomas D. McCarney, a prominent real-es

tate dealer of Churdan, is also serving at pres
ent as mayor of the town. He is a son of Pat
rick and Bridget (Hageny) McCarney, the 
former a native of Ireland. In 1877 the parents 
removed from Will county, Illinois, and took up 
their abode on one hundred and sixty acres o'f 
wild land in Highland township, Greene county. 
Patrick McCarney at once began its improve
ment and brought the tract under a high state 
of cultivation, carrying on agricultural pur
suits here until his death in 1879. 

Thomas D. McCarney accompanied his par
ents on their removal to Greene county and ac
quired his education in the schools of Churdan. 
He remained under the parental roof until 
eighteen years of age and then entered upon the 
insurance business. He was afterward a guard 
at Fort Madison state penitentiary for four 
years, but in 1893 returned to Churdan and 
opened a real-estate office. He has since built 
up a large and profitable business, his extensive 
knowledge of realty values enabling him to make 
judicious purchases as well as advantageous 
sales. 
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member. For over fo r ty years he has been a deacon in the church, :,cn ·ing 111 that 
capacity in Pella, in Winterset and in the Forest A1·enue H.rptist church of 01"~ 
Moines, his p resent church home, in which he bas aded as deacon fo r nearly a thi rd 
of a cen tury. Mrs. Shull is also a member of the same church and has fo r mau.1· 
years taken a deep and active interest in its work and in all of its auxilliary organiz:~ 
tions. Tht: Shull rest r oom in the church was handsomely fitted up by their sou, 
D . C. Shull, two years ago in honor of his parents. T he n:r~· happy married lifo· 
of 1\Ir. and Mrs. Shull has covered the unusual period of nt·arl:· three score year.;. 
They have r etained their physical and mental powers to an unusual dcgree and tak·· 
the keenest inter est in current affairs and in matters relating to the welfare of their 
community. They have prospered and a re now enjoying the fr uits of a busy. m·ll 
directed and honorable life- an old age of comfort and the highest r egard and cstro·m 
of all who know them. 

GILLU~l S. TOLIVER. 

Fer a period of forty-fi,·c yt·ar~. or until ht• rdircd from nctil·c practit·c in J !Hll. 

Gillum S. Toli1·cr wa<; a nwmbcr of tht• Gr eene county har. He rer-.itlc~ at Jelf1·r· 
;.on, is one of the bt•,.,t known :md most highl:· c~tccmecl dtizt·lh of tht• county aud 
when Ia· rctin·d from law practice w:~s the dean of the Grcl'IIC county b:~r. H e is " 
111CI11Uer of ;\ f:llni ly that hao; hren l't:')l l'<''lO.: IItc·d in Iown !Si llCl' 18:i3 anu in GreCllt' 
t·ount~· sinct: lS:i ~. Thr family h.1!'> n ·sid,-d in Amaica for :r uumher of ~em·rations . 

Captaiu Jcs'>e Tolin·r. tilt' :rro.:at-gr•rnclfatlwr of Gillum S. Toliq•r. w:rs a resident 
of orth Carolina and ,.,cncd for scn·n years in the Rn·olutionnry war. acting ,..., 
t:nptnin of the lint: during fin· years of th:tl pcrioci. John T oli,·cr. son of Captain 
.I t·s~r T oli ,·cr, wn., :t rC"s idt•nt of A.<. he· county. :\ ort h C' arol ina. and his son. I so111. 
was born on Bi~ Balcl :\fountain. th:tt Ctltlllt~· . .July ':.!9 . 181 L Ju 1 83~ tlu• lattt-r 
rcrnon•d with his widow,.d nwth.-r aud 1!11· otha childr,·n nf tht· family to Owu1 
l'tJUnty. Inclinna, wht'I'C' thC"y entered land and clc:n,•cl a ftt rm. Jsom 'J'olil'er wa' 
married thnc in I s:;r, to :\latild:r .R c·~·nolch . a n:rtin• nf :\orth Carolina, who d icil in 
Gn·cnt· count~·. Iowa . .Janu:rr.'· 1-J.. 1893. In the spring- of 181-8 h.:- n~mo,·cd t•l 
Richl:wd cmtnty. Illinois. wh,·n· h,· aga in l'ntrr,·d lnncl aiHI followed farming unt il 
18.33. wht'n h,, di">poscd of hi.~ proprrt~· nnd in the fnll of th;lt ~·ca r came to Iowa. 
o;pcndiug the fir,t wintrr in \\"apt·llo count.'·· I 11 tlw ~pri11g of l H.i ~ he <"!llllC t .. 
Greene county ann srttl r tl in what is now Franklin township. hdn~-r thr fourth 
settler on the west <.i1lr uf thl' Xorth R:~ccoon ri,·r r. and his wn~ Ollt' of tht' fir-t 
o•ntriC'S of land m:ult- i11 thr l·mmt~·. H r rc~idcd on tha t lo<·ation until l H6!l. w]l('n ho· 
'>old out :riHl pnrcha~i·d l:rnn in Bristol town~hip. on which hr m:rilt· hi-; lwnw u11til 
the time of hi-; drath. which oct·urrccl :·~ ·ptl·mbcr I~. I$!):! . 1-J,. hra,·ely met :til till' 
hardships ancl dangrrs incident to pion~·er life. In fat·t h.-· gr·ratly rnjoyrd thi, 
contC"c;t with t he front ier in rrdniming the lnnd :111cl hrin~in~ it II!Hln rulti\·atinu ancl 
in aiding in the den·lopment of a new district. 

T o l\fr . ann ::\Irs. r~om T olil·cr wcJ·r hom niur sons and two danghtr.r~. hut four 
of the sons nnd one dau~hter p:tsscd awn .'· in chilclhood nr ~·unth. Those who ro'achr·d 
adult a~c '~ere John H .. Gillum :-:;,. .l:woh :\1.. .T:r llll '' C' .. Doctor R .. T .. ny .T. :11Hl 

Isom l\f. Four of the son~ ~CI'\'I·d in the l "nion army during- the C"il·il war . .l nh n 
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" died in the service as a member of Company E, Thirty-ninth I owa Volunteer 
antry, and fife major of the regiment. Jacob M. was a second lieutenant of 

the same company, served for eight years as distric;t attorney of northwestern Iowa 
and is now practicing law at Lake City, I owa. James C. was a member of Com
pany H, Tenth Iowa Infantry, and after the war served for two terms as deputy 
sheriff and four years as county recorder of Greene county. Doctor R. and Isom 
M. followed farmi~g as an occupation, while the sister, Terry J., is Mrs. A. H. 
McClurg, of Brush, Colorado. . Isom Toliver and his wife were members of the 
United Bretb~en in Christ. One who knew him well spoke of Mr. Toliver as a 
"good citizen and an honest man, thoroughly upright in his dealings, charitable to 
the needy and hospitable to strangers, friends and neighbors." 

Gillum S. Toliver of this r eview was born in Owen county, Indiana, February 
J 1, 18-1<0, and exp erienced frontier life in I ndiana, Illinois and Iowa, being fourteen 
years of age when the family located in Greene county. Up to this time he had 
received but two months' schooling in Indiana and two months in Wapello county, 
Iowa. There was not a schoolhouse in Greene county, but in t he summer of 1856 
he attended school for three months at Panora, Guthrie county. In the winter of 
1857-8 l1e was a pupil under Captain A. R. Mills in Brand scJ10olhouse in Waslling
ton township. H e used every opportunity available for the advan?ement of his 
education, attending country schools in the winter season, and in September, 1"860, 
walked to Wapello county to take the examination that would permit him to teach 
school there. P r ior to this time he taught school in Washington township. H e was 
careful with his earnings, being de~irous of promoting his own education, and at 
length entered Western College. While a student there he enlisted on t he 28th of 
September, 1861, in Company H , T enth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 1·emaining with 
the r egiment until discharged on account of rheumatism in May, 1862. After the 
.var he entered the State University at Iowa City, pursuing a literary course. H e 
also studied law a short time in the State University at Ann Arbor, Michigan. While 
away at school he was appointed county surveyor to fill a vacancy, serving out the 
unexpired term of one year, after which he was elected at the succeeding election 
and served two years. In 1868 and 1869 he served as county treasurer, discharging 
his duties with a promplness and fidelity that won him uniform commendation. 

Mr. Tolive1· was admitted to the bar in 1865 and entered upon the practice of 
law at that time. I n 1870 he formed a partnership with J. J. Russell, this connec
tion continuing until the death of Mr. Russell in 1901. For thirty-one yeat·s the firm 
of Russell & Toliver was considered the most prominent in Greene county. Mr. 
T oliver has long been accorded a foremost place in his profession in this section of 
the stat e and has always been regarded as an able speaker, possessing marked 
orattn·ical 'power and excelled by none in Greene county in extemporaneous spenk
ing. His eulogy before the Greene county bar on the death of his partner is con
sidered_ one of the ablest public utterances and appears in the Greene county history 
(1907) .by E . B. Stillman. H e bas done more legal business in this county than any 
other lawyer who ever practiced at t he Greene county bar. In politics he has always 
been a stalwart republican and has ever displayed a knowledge of political questions 
and issues superior to that found in the laity. He was a member of the thirteenth 
general assembly of Iowa and for thirty-six years was president of the commission 
for the insane for. Greene county. His ambition has never been in the line of office 
h olding but rather in the path of his profession, where merit and ability · have 
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enabled him to l'ise to prominc:nc,·, pa;.-.i ng 1\J:IIty who~c equipment at tht· ou t~ct of 
their careers was far superior to his. 

Ou tile ~6th o f F cbru:ll'.''· 11:)7:.!, ~Jr. Tolin:r wa::. nwrried to .\l is::. ~ouoma Belle 
Blake, who w:1s IJorn in P cnnsyh·ania. June:.! l , IS.iU. a tlaug htt: r of Ch;~ rl cs T . and 
Sarah A. (Taylor) 13lake . .\lr~ . Tol in~r pus!)td a way January 5, 1909 . Two d augh
ters wer e bum to this union: lrb, tht" wife of Frnnk D . .\lilliga n, of Jdfcrw n,, and 
the mother of two sons, Frank T olin·r ~Jilligan and Hobert P a ul Milligan ; and 
Portia, who is pursuing the study of art. .\Jr. T olin·r is a worthy ex,·mplar of the 
:\lasonic frater nity. P erhaps no indi ,·idual in the county is better po::. ted on its 
history than he, a nd eertaiuly no ci ti :c:en ~lands higher in the cstimntion of his fel
lowmen. 

FRA~K ~IlLES KEE FE .. .\1. D. 

Dr. Frank '.\liles Keefe, physician and surgeon . at Clinton, l owa . wa~ IJu rn in 
Clintou , June 19, 1879, a :,on of Thomas nnd .\I nry ('.\Iilrs) Keefe. and , spending his 
youthful days ther e, he attcnrl,.d the public shcools until g raduated from tht: high 
school. D etcrmiuing to make th(' pradke of merlirine his ,·ocation. he attended th(' 
Coll ege of Physicians and Surgl·ons in Chicngo and was g rnduakd then ·from with 
the class of 19tH. D uring thr '> llcCet"ding two ~:e:u·s he was iutt"rue in the " ' C$t Side 
H ospital of Chicago and mnde a specinlty of !>urgiral work. In 1906 h.- locatr d 
for p ractice at Sterliug, Illinois. but after fi1·c months, bccaus~· of th t· illuess of his 
father and brother, he remoY<."d his office to Clinton, where he h'ls !>i ncc adin·ly 
followed his profession. Success cmnc to him earl.'· in his carrer and he h:1s built 
up a lucrative practice. He is uow atlcudiug surgeon of Agatha H ospital a nd o f 
)fcrcy H ospital a nd is loca l sur geon fo r the ::\orthw,•stc m Ra ilroad Company. 

Dr. Kee fe is a member of thr Knights of Columbus . which indi c••tcs his b('lid' 
in the Catholic faith, his membership being in St. :\Inry's chmd1. H e is nl,;o identi
fi ed with the Elks lodge, with the 'heridan C'luh. the Couut r." Club and th r Clintou 
Boat Club, all of Clinton. H e a llows no outside intcr e!:i ts to interfer e with the 
ca pable performance of his profcssional duties aud his s tanding among his colleagues 
is shown in tl1e fact that he has been houored with the presidency of thl' Clinton 
County Medical Society t\nd nt the present wri ting is ~Cfl'ing ns its .~ccrdat·y. 

HOX. R. J . .JOH:.'\STO~. 

Hon . H . .1 . .Johnston O('<'llpies the po.~i ti on of cashi~·r of the H umboldt ( Ja.) 
State llnnk and his nctil'itic•s reach f:1 r beyond his indil'idual IJu~iu rss intncsb.. 
touching and influencing tlwsr thing~ which han> to do with the mntcrinl pro~r,·ss 

a nd upbuilding of the s tnte, politica l artidty and in fa et ll'l.'llly org:u1i r.rrl dforts 
for advancing public welfa re. H e is therdorc nccounted one of the rrpresent<"1ti 1·e 
residents of Humboldt. Il e ll'll S horn in Pi ttsburgh. P enns~·h·~\nia, on t he 13th of 
J anuary, 1856. a son of John nnd Jnnr ( Porter ) .Johnston, who were fa rming people. 
The family came to Iowa in 1856 and settled where the present city of Humboldt 
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In 1888 he was f:lected representative of his adopted county, and served 
in the Twenty-~el.'o:H! General 1\ ssc mbly with distinction. Upon his re
tiring from office, he r<!turned to his native land where he spent his last 
thirty years. 

Always inte1·e~ted :n public affairs, :\Ir. Thorniley took to his home in 
Ohio the mutual in o; u1·ance idea recently developed in Iowa, and o1·ganized 
the Washington County )f utual Insurance Company, being an officer in 
the company to his deat h. He also helped to organize The Ohio Valley 
Farmers' Club, and for man~· years was a tt·ustee of the Washington 
County Children's H ome. 

Mr. Thorniley had a wonderful mind for details, t rav.:led extensively 
and had a fund or knowl<!dge acf)uired by few men. He enjoyed a joke. 
was a good sto1 y tellel', and was always popular in any assemblage. 

Th en~fore, Ec It RC'so/ ped by the House of Rc]JI·esentati"t:es of the Fo?·ty
fifth Geneml A ssembly, i !! E.~ t1·u Session, That in the loss of Willis Hall 
Thomilc•y, the state und humanity in g·en<o!ral lost an honored and valued 
cit izen, a man of high ideals and a man of real worth. 

Be It Fw·th l'r Rrsoh·cd, That a copy oi this memorial be spr ead upon 
the Journal of this House, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send 
an enrolied copy tc. each memb<>r of lhe fam ily of the deceased. 

C. L. BESWICK, 

J. WILBVR DOLE, 

W 111. PArSLEY, 

Unanimou~ly adopted. ~larch 7, 1934. 

HO!'\OilABLE G. S. TOLIVER 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu
tions commemoroting the life and service of the Honorable G. S. Toliver, 
late of Greene county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the following memorial: 

G. S. Toliver was born in Owen county, Indiana, on February 11, 1840. 
His parents left Indiana in a CO\"ered wagon, pulled by a yoke of oxen, in 
the year 1848, with their five children and finally settled in Iowa, being the 
tenth family to make their home in Greene county. 

His early education consisted mostly of attendance of winter terms. 
In 1860 he walked to Ottumwa to t!lkc an examination that would enable 
him to teach. After teaching in Wapello county for one year he spent a 
few months at Western College previous to entering the army. He served 
one year, then being di scharged for disability. In 1862 he pursued a 
literary course at the Iowa State University, and then went to Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, where, for n short period he studied law. He then served two 
years as Greene county sm·veyo1·, one term as county treasurer. In 1869 
he was elected to the Thil'teenth General Assembly of Iowa, of which he 
was the last surviving member. He formed his law partnership with 
John J. Russell in the year 1870, this continuing until the death of Mr. 
Russell in 1901. 
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In 1873 he was wedded to Miss Belle Blake, and to them were born two 
daughters, now Mrs. Iris Milligan of J efferson, and Mrs. Portia Goke of 
Cordell, Oklahoma. Mrs. Toliver passed away in January, 1909. 

Mr. Toliver was a typical product of his day and generation, represent.. 
ing the best type of the sons and daughters of the early pioneers who made 
a valuable contribution to Iowa history. He was one of nature's noble
men, honest, broadminded, clean and square. He was possessed of more 
than ordinary abilities as an attorney, and had an exalted idea of the 
obligations of his profession. To all of his public services and to all of his 
private affairs he brought the same character and fine regard for the 
highest ethics of his profession. 

Mr. Toliver passed away on October 24, 1933, and was buried under 
direction of the Masonic Order. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by tke H ouse of Representa,tives of the Forty
fifth General Assembly, Extra Session, of the State of Iowa, That the 
foregoing memorial be adopted as its appreciation of the life and public 
service of the Honorable G. S. Toliver. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread upon 
the records of this House, and an enrolled copy sent to the family of the 
deceased. 

S. B. CROUCH, 

EARL M. DEAN, 

ROY J. SOURS, 

Unanimously adopted, March 7, 1934. · 

HONORABLE HARRY OTIS WEAVER 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: The committee appointed to prepare resolutions com
memorating the life, character and service of the Honorable Harry Otis 
Weaver, former Representative from Louisa County, Iowa, begs leave 
to submit the following resolution: 

Harry Otis Weaver was born in Louisa county, Iowa, on April 20, 1866, 
the son of Erastus Weaver and Mary Marshall Weaver. He was a 
direct descendant of J ohn Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States. 

He was educated in the Academy at Columbus Junction, Iowa, and 
afterwards attended the University of Iowa, where he graduated in 1892 
from the Liberal Arts College, and in 1893 from the Law School. After 
his graduation, he commenced the practice of law at Wapello, Iowa, 
where he spent the remainder of his life. 

On October 6, 1896, he was united in marriage to Alma A. Neuse of 
Centerville, Iowa, who with a son William Otis Weaver, survives him. 

Mr. Weaver's great abilities manifested themselves in many activities 
of life. He was one of the leaders of the bar of southeastern Iowa. He 
served in the State Legislature for two years, being first elected in 1894 
and again in 1896. For three consecutive terms he served as Chairman 
of the Republican State Central Committee. In July, 1902, he was ap-

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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• ID: 1421 
• Name: Gillum Solon TOLIVER 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 1840 
• Event: Military Service Civil War Soldier 
• Note: 

*have his memoirs in my papers ... 
describes the Toliver family in general as ... 
' ... fit & intelligent, with dark auburn hair & 
shades of hazel eyes,darker complected ... ' 

*attended Union School, IN/IL 

*one of'32 local boys' who fought in the 'War of the 
Rebellion' 
- likely Union Soldiers. 
also mentions- besides his brothers : Marion & John H. 
Toliver 

*lawyer 
Courts & Committee, Jefferson 1865 allowed to be atty. 

*1851,Vandalia, entered his claim on 80 acres he'd settled 
& built on ... claim was 
'jumped' by a Seth Guard, who was run ouffby his 
neighbours ... while Gillum's family stayed the night 
elsewhere, their 
neighbours tore down & rebuilt all the property down & 
put it back 
up on the next 80 acres, which Gillum then entered his 
claim on! 

* 1854, while fishing at Yellow Hi II w/ borther, John, was 
saved from drowning by a Mr Burton & Abe Davis. 
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lowa ~tate census couecnon, uuo- 1 ~.L.::> - f\ncesrry.com 

ancest ry 
Return to Gillum Solon Toliver 

Contact US. 1-800-ANCESTRY 

~· lnlorm.1tl00 

Compare With People From Your Family Tree 

Gillum Solon Toliver 

B: u Ftb •14o in Owen, Indiana. USA 

D:31 0ct 1933 in Grt!ont, lowo, USA 

Saloma Bell Blake B: 1 •unrn '' 1' ••••\h n 1 t ' ' 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

:\am~ Gilbum S Toliver 

Birth Yl•ar: abt 1840 

Birth Plat:L': Greene, IN 

(.;l'ndl'r· Male 

\l,u Ill Statu" Married 

ll'O'U' J)ak tSSs 

Rl''-td~nn· Stalt Iowa 

R<·sidl'llCl' Count~·· Greene 

l•x:alil~ Jefferson 

Roll IA1885_ 189 

!.in~ 19 

htmil.' Numbl'r 344 

N<·ighhur~: View other~> on page 

Hnw.,·huld N;um• 

Suurl.'c I nfnnncation: 

Gil hum S Tolh·cr 

Sonoma ll Tolh·cr 

lrb Toli, cr 

45 

28 

7 

\II~ IP'\.c 101 /fiU'''·''tnh C t'II\U~( vll .. -ctwu. 'H3t1 IY2.'llrLlt.thi1 un lrrh I Prm,1. tl l So\ 
\rl••"!>o1 ~·· ,,m ()J'•·r ''"'n lnr. ;.rUO" Or~~tln,d IIH.1 \ It• rn1ilrnof h \\fl ~l:th•l't•n .. u'"l'"'• aSsn. lHH, 
ath1; Hlo.r;. IQt~. N:.tS ,,, \\I'll \Mluu .. 'i.''"d.tl <"ll'H"t'~ hotn 1H i(' lfitH llht 1ilt\'1t hum th~!-0\.ih' 
II tur' .11 ~<)I"' 1 h o( lm\3 ,i,tlt•ril~• C,lu,•'-t 

PIUVAcY POlicY 
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lsom.Toti~r 

Matilda R•ynolcb 
lhl 1 
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1 ~UU United ~tates Federal Census- Ancestry.coro 

ancestry 
Return to Gillum Solon Toliver 

II" •1 

Compare With People From Your Family Tree 

Gillum Solon Toliver 

8: u Feb 1840 in Owe.n. J ndiana, USA 

D: 31 Oct 1933 in Greene, Iowa, USII 

Saloma Bell Blw "' _ 

1900 United States Federal Census 

:-lanw GeUum S Toliver 
[GiUum S Er) 

llunw in tl.)oo: Jefferson, Greene, Iowa 

Age: 6o 

Birth ll:llt•: Feb 1840 

Blrthpktt'c: Indiana 

Kat White 

<.:t·ndc:r Male 

RdJliunship tn Head 

Ht•;H.I ol Hmt~l': 

rathdl> North Carolina 

llirthphtt:c· 

Mother'\ North Carolina 
lhrthplat:e: 

Spuu,c\ namt•· Bell 

\ l.trriagc.' Yt·ar· 1871 

M,u ital SLit us Married 

\ e.tr' :1-larric•c.l 29 

Rt·sJtlencc: : Jefferson City, Greene, Iowa 

Ot-cup;tlion: View on I maw! 

:-.lt·ighhm': Vie" ollwr' on JMge 

l!ousdlCIItl ~.llllt' 

;\lc:mbcrs Gcllum S Tolhcr 

Ucll Tolhcr 

lri~ Tolhcr 

Portia A Tolh cr 

Snur-.::.:Citulion:\ ilt Jyoo,t,. fbi PIJ J.'f]..rsm.t.ru~r·lutt R<•l 
ln.'{ J.'t{: P. ~r I'~\. t urn olllln ll• It ''I 111 

Suurcl! tnrormation: 
\on"''' 1'11m 1<1oo l mh·d Stat,~ I'"''' riC l""'""'l!l.uah.t'l' Cln·fmd Prt•\,J.l 1, l S \ 
'"'' ... 1f\ IJI11 (•Jh'1.tl1tJ1~ I!U' .!UU-1. \)! llll.ll df'loi. l'nUt•d St.th',nf \mt·nc· •• 11111\.111 ol tht 

(.A·n.,th. fu·,,•f{tlr ('ell .!ill~ njtllt l 11/h.'d '\ICill, , IOOcl \\,t:-hin1llnn ll,\.' ,,1\11!11.1 \rc lmt,., net 
Kc :1 1 1 ... \drniiU~l! t1i Ht IQ(}Ir TftJ,J. tHi 1 mil 

!'age 1 or L 

lsomToliver 

Matilda ReynoldJ ,. 

20 

11 
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1~1u Umtea :states .t<eaera1 census- Ancesrry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Gillum Toliver in Iowa 

1910 United States Federal Census 

N;unc: Gilliam S Tolvin 

[Gillum S Toliver] 

Age in 1910: 75 

[78] 

Estimated birth abt 1835 

year: [abt 1832] 

lliJthplac<·: Indiana 

Relation to Head Head 

ofHousr: 

Father's Uirth North Carolina 

Place: 

Mother'$ Birth North Carolina 

Placr: 

Home in 1910: Jefferson Ward 2, Greene, Iowa 

Marital Statu~: Widowed 

Race: White 

Gt•mkr: Male 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 
Mrmhen;: Gilliam S Toh-in 

Portia A Toh·in 

75 
[78] 

21 

Source Citation: ,t>,lr: IQW: c~·nsu, PltU't': .lt.:}rer!>Uil H '<ml :!. c;rCl'lli.~.Jou:a: Roll Jh:.?-1 -/0:1: 
P,t~t·: 1HA: f.uunwratiun Di:-.trid: ::!,'1 .. : (rna~\·: l:!HH. 

Source lnformt,tion: 
\ntt• ... tn.f·urn. JQW I 11ited Stau•.'> Fc(.il.•ral ( 't'nsu ... lrlatabR ... t' on-lint• I. Prmo. LT. CS..\: 
\nl·,•.:tr}·.c:om Opt•ration~ In<-. 2000. For d~·l}lil:. on tht•<"Oiltt>nh of tht• film numbt:r-.. 'j,it tlw 
full<min~ :\AR \ ''t•h p;,1)4t': NARt\ Ori)!.inal cfntt~: Lnih'rl Staw-. of \nwrkt~. Burt'au oft he..· Ct•n-..u~. 
1hirtt't!nlh n·m~uso/ tht.•l'niu•cl St<tl<'s. 1910. \\ a:->hine,l(lll. O.L'.; '\olticmal \rrhiH•:• and Ht•rorrf... 
Admini-..tration. !C) I(). T6:24. 1.118 mlk • 

Description: 
Thi-.. <lilt..th"N' i-.. .111 inch·x tu tlh' lwad of luHI:'t•h(,fcb t•numt•r-..lh-d in t lw 1910 l'nih."<l Strth•-.. Ft•(h•r,JI 
(\·n~n~. tlw Thirtt•t•nth C't>n'U' u f tlw L'nitt•d ~l.ltt· .... In addition. c..•arh infh'lt("tl n.unt• is link\•d to 
;u'"tual inM~c..· .... of tlw JQJO Ft•clt•nll Ct•ll:-tl". 'llw informiltion n•c·nrdt•d in tht• ("'Jl-..11:-> indmk.;.: ll:lOh'. 

n·blion~hip lo ht•tHI of f.tmil~. agt· at l t~St hit1lul:1~ . -..t'\, < ... 11(11 01 rac..' t', wht'llwr .;.inv,lt'. marrit'<l. 
\\iclc)\\t'rl. (lrclivvrrt•{l. Oirthplat't'. hi11hplrWt' of fatlwr and motlwr. ;mtl mon·. Ltarn morr ... 

Contact US: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertosing 

)01)9 AnO;::S(ry.COIIl Corporate tnfonnation PRIVACY POt.ICY Terms and ConditiOns 

Ancestry .com 
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LYJU Umted ~tates J:<ederat census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
Return to Gillum Solon Toliver 

I h 

Cor1lllct Us: I-BOO-ANCESTRY 

Compare With People From Your Family Tree 

Gillum Solon Toliver 

8: u Feb 1840 in Owen, Indlana, USA 

D: 31 Oct >933 in Greent, Iowa, USA 

Saloma Bdl Blakt B· 

1930 United States Federal Census 

Nanw: Gillia.m S Toliver 

llomt• in ltJ;jo Jefferson, Greene, Iowa 

Vie" Map 

A~t·: 90 

htimatl'd hirth abt 1840 

yea1 

llirthplac lndiana 

Rd.> lion to Heat! Head 

ol House. 

!lp<lll!'lll\ Oi.Hlll-.- Nora 

Race: White 

Ocnllmlicm. 
l·:ducatiun: 

\lililill'\ ~t'f\ icl': 
Vic" imagl' 

R.t nt/homc ,·aim•· 
~('at.firsl 

.m·mgt•: 

. P.arrnh' 
hlrtllp ill't'. 

:\dghh<>l". Vic" others on pag<' 

HotL'chultl '.::tOl( 

:'olt•mbers: Gilliam S Tolh c1 

Nora Me llrkk 

Sourct.' C ita lion:\ 1 ICJ:W. L n ... , ... PI,, • 
1 numrr. :i11n I)J.,4f 1:.: lm.• t l(~ o 

Alfiloares 

rage 1 or 1 

] 
l'tro II 

lsomToliver 

' J' 

Matilda Rtynolds 

\)\t 

90 

78 

Anees!Jy.com 

http://searcb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&h=27212154&ti=O&indiv=tr ... 111 1/2010 
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U1llum ~olon 1 ollver - uverv1ew- Ancestry.com rag~ 1 01 1 

ancestry HI, helt nJwlll Sign Out Messagos (l) My Account tietp To·Oos Qwck L•nks 

Home Fan"oly Trees Search Collaborate Learnong Center DNA Publ•sh Shop Hore an E<pert Add to QuKk t..nlci 

jbderlc 

Gillum Solon Toliver 
S.rth 11 Feb 1840 on O..en, Jnooana. USA 

0&1' 31 Oct 1933 m Greene, Iowa, USA 

More opttons 

Overvoew Facts and Sources Medoa Gallery Comments Member Connect 

~\edoa Ga ery 

Tomelone t Vo>w ~ '' > 

186o 

Age: 20 

Birth 
Owen. 1011...,., USA 

Residence 
washington, Greene. Iowa 

1873 - .. 
Marriage to Saloma Bell Blake 
~ Ccuntr, -·USA 

Age 33 

188s 
Age: 45 

1900 

1930 

Age· 90 

Comments 

Residence 
Jefferson, Iowa, USA 

Residence 
Jelfer.on CAy, Greer1e. rowa 

Residence 
Jefferson, Gr- Iowa 

Death 
G-,lowa.USA 
Jelferson Cen>etery 

Military 
Iowa, USA 

OvtWar 

Add a comment 

J(l Anc.t-<otryC(' Cori)OI'ate lnfotmabon 

Affihates 

PRIVACY POliCY 

4 source c tatl()n!t 

1 source Cltahon 

1 source CILatJon 

1~Cota\10tl 

l SOt.HCe C•taliOO 

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/3925115/person/-82423 1258?ssrc= 

5ave thiS person to your tree 

Comment on thos 

fanuly ~·embers 

Pnrf'nts 

IsomToliver 
1814- 1893 

Matilda Reynolds 
181 1893 

Spoun & Ch ildre-n 

Saloma Bell Blake 
I & 1909 

Hostoncal Records 

Family group sheet 

1860 un«ed Slates Federa Census 

1900 Unoted States Federal Census 

1930 Urtted States Federal Census 

1o"a State Census Col!ecoon, 1836-1925 

View source citations (5) 

Web lonks 

St"arch the ~eb for Gillum Solon Toliver 

Anceslly.com 

1/11/2010 
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



Uillurn :SolOn 1 ouver- uverv1ew- Ancestry.com rage J u1 1 

ancestry HI, hetenJwh 1 S•on Out Messages (2) My Account Help To-Oos Qu1ck L1nks 

Home Famtly Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center 

Toli\·er-Tollher 1730-0ctober 2009 V•ew Fam•IY Tree o.v ~ J&mtolliver1 

Gillum Solon Toliver 
Btrth 11 FEB 1840 tn Owen Co., IN 

Death 31 OCT 1933 in Greene Co., lA (Jefferson Cem.) 

More opttons 

Oven11ew Facts and Sources Medta Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery 

No photos. stones. HudiO or vtdeo have been added yet 

T1meline ( vew del4 s) 

1840 
lth·l 

Birth 
<:Men Co, IN 

1873 
16 Ft>ll 
Age: 33 

Marriage to Saloma Bell Blake 
Greene Co., lA 

1933 
.H(>I 

Age: 93 

Comments 

Death 
Greene Co .• lA (.leffe=n Cern ) 

Military 
Civil war 

Burial 
Greene eo .• tA 

No comments have been i!dded yet. 

Add a comment 

Contact Us: l ·SOO·ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates AdvertiSing 

} I '9 A. :r 'Y Ofl Cofporate lnformatJOO PRIVACY POliCY Tenns •nd CoMitiOns 

DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Add to Qu•ck Link$ 

Home Person rmd a person m t/11S tree 

Family Members 

Parents 

Isom Toliver 
1814- 1893 

Matilda Reynolds 
1819 189] 

Spoust & Chiidrtn 

Saloma Bell Blake 
1856- 1909 

Portia Toliver 

JrisTolive.r 
1878-

H1stonca1 Records 

Save tills person to your tree 

Comment on th•s 

Family group sheet 

No htstonci!l ~ have been i!ltiJcllt!d to thiS 
perscn. 

Web Links 

There are no wt'blmks aVi!lli!ble for /Ius person. 

Search tile •··~ IO< Gillum Solon Toliver 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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