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716 Iowa: Its History and Its I'oremost Citizens

made his way to Wisconsing where he spent a few vears. In 1856 he arrived at Fort
Dodge, which was then a military post on the western trontier. Ior several yvears
he engaged in teaming between Fort Dodge. Dubuque and Davenport at a period
which antedated the building of the railroads. At length he abandoned that business
and took up his abode upon a farm west ot the city. known now as the Highland
Park Farm. Ior several vears his attention was given to agricultural pursuits hut
later he sold his property and returned to Fort Dodge. where he took up the trade
of shoemaking. which he had learned in carly life.  He was the first to cugage in
that business at Fort Dodge and be also opencd the first shoe store of the city, con-
ducting the business with growing success for many vears. He erected a store build-
ing and conlinued his mercantile intercsts. mecting substantial success as the yvears
went by.

Mr. Crosby was married twice.  In Brewster, New York, he wedded Miss Delia
A. Meade, on the 28th of August. 1851, She died some vears later. On the Ist of
December. 1872, Mr. Crosby wedded Mrs. Fanma AL Hull, who by a former marriage
had one son. W. I. Hull.  Her maiden name was Steele and her early life was spent
in St. Louis.  She belonged to one of the carly Virginia families that was established
in St. Louis in the first part of the nineteenth century.  Mr. and Mrs. Croshy
beeame the parents of a son. Harry M. who is now living in Rockford, Illinois.

Mr. Crosby’s life was actuated by high and honorable principles. He was a
strong advocate of the eause of temperance and his influence was always on the side
of moral progress. He assisted in organizing the first Methodist Episcopal church
of the city and in building its first house of worship. He ever contributed gener-
ously to its support and did everything in his power to promote its growth and cxtend
its influence. He was indeed one of the most active men in behalf of the eity’s
upbuilding and advancement and his labors were fraught with good results. He
possessed considerable poetic talent and was the author of a number of fine poems.
There was a strong friendship between Mr. Crosby. Major Williams, Governor
Carpenter and J. F. Duncombe and thev spent many pleasant hours together.
Mr. Crosby was a man of marked cordiality. always courteous, pleasant and agree-
able and those who knew him entertained for him warm regard. The circle of his
friendship was extensive and all with whom he came in contact spoke of him in

terms of the highest respect and goodwill.

SV TAAN R A C . MERIRIEET

Many lines of activity have felt the stimulus of the cooperation of William
Wallace Merritt. now living retired at Red Oak. He has done much to further
public progress in his section of the state and in the evening of his days can look
back over the past without regret. He was born in Sudbury., Vermont. on the 20th
of August. 1832, a son of Noahdiah and Relief (Parker) Merritt.  The paternal
grandfather. Noah Merritt, served as a soldier under General Putnam in the Revo-
lutionary war, while the mother was a lineal descendant of John Rogers, a martyr
of religious intolerance who was burned at the stake.

William Wallace Merritt pursued his education in St. Lawrence Academy at
Potsdam. New York. and in the normal school at Albany. New York. In early life

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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he engaged in public-school teaching and also entered the ministry of the Univer-
list church. He engaged in preaching in various places in the Empire state,
spending considerable time as a representative of the ministry in Albany. He after-
ward held two short pastorates in Iowa, devoting two years to preaching at Clarinda,
Iowa, and one year in Red Oak. For a long time he was the only Universalist ‘
preacher within a radius of two hundred miles. While he taught school at Frank- g
fort he made the school virtually a county academy, which was attended by from
sixty to seventy young men and women. In 1869 he was admitted to the bar and in
law practice displayed marked ability, his strong intellectual force:enabling him
to readily solve intricate and involved legal problems. His investments have been
confined almost entirely to agricultural interests and he is now the owner of a valu-
able farm of two hundred acres near Red Oak, from which he derives a very gratify-
ing and substantial annual income. -
Business activities, however, have constituted but one phase of life for Mr. '
Merritt. - At all times he has readily recognized his public duties and obligations
and has met them with a consciousness and courage that comes from a right concep-
tion of things and a just regard for what is best in the exercise of human activities. !
At one time Mr. Merritt was a member of the Southern Border Brigade. He was ;
one of the original abolitionists and when the republican party was formed to pre-
vent the further extension of slavery he joined its ranks, supporting its first presi-
dential candidate, Fremont, and afterward voting for Lincoln in the campaigns of
1860 and 1864. In 1872 he supported Greeley. He voted for Cleveland and when
the monetary standard became the chief issue in the political campaign he supported
Mr. McKinley and later gave his allegiance to Theodore Roosevelt. He is now an
advocate of the principles of the progressive party and the sincerity of his motives
and of his intentions has never been called into question. At different times he has
erved in public office. He acted as clerk of the county and district court in Mont-
gomery county from January, 1868, until 1869. He served as deputy county sur-
veyor during that time and for some years afterward and in 1875 he was elected
mayor of Red Oak Junction, now Red Oak. In 1870 he became a member of the
thirteenth general assembly of Iowa, representing Montgomery, Cass and Adair
counties, and during his connection with the legislature gave careful consideration to
the various questions which came up for settlement. He was elected a member of
the board of regents of the State University and served in that office for four years,
and he was also postmaster of Red Oak for four years under the administration of
President Cleveland. He was the defeated candidate for congress and while making
the race for the office held twenty-six joint debates with Judge J. W. McDill. He
was also a defeated candidate for state senator in the eighth district. He has held
other offices, including that of a member of the board of supervisors and of president
of the school board. During the Civil war he was the organizer of the Loyal League
in Red Oak and during the period of hostilities he served as government collector
of internal revenue in Montgomery county. He was chairman of the liberal repub-
lican state convention in 1872 and of the democratic state convention when S. J.

Tilden was made the standard bearer of the party in 1876. He has written an
interesting history of Mo/ntgomery county.

Mr. Merritt was a most active factor in the Grange movement and he has been
identified with several fraternal organizations. He belongs to the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and is a prominent Mason. He became a charter member of

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moii
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the lodge at Red Oak, became identified with the chapter and has served as eminent
commander of Bruce Commandery. No. 84 K. T. He was prelate of Bruce Com-
mandery for thirty-four years and for one yvear was prelate of the Grand Command-
ery of Iowa.

In 1860. in Red Oak, Mr, Merritt was warried to Miss Pluma Savilla Johnson.
Her parents were early settlers from the Western Reserve of Ohio. To Mr. and
Mrs. Merritt were born the following children: Mrs. Annic R. Remmers, deccased :
Luey. who died in infaney: Mrs. Cornelia Milner; William W.. an attorney at law
residing in Omaha. Nebraska: Licutenant Darwin R. Merritt. who went down on ‘
the United States Battleship Maine in Havana harbor: Edwin A, a physician of
Council Bluffs. who married Dessa Rathbone: and John Parker. a physician residing
in Tckamab. Nebraska, who married Lula Carpenter.  For his second wife Mr.
Merritt chose Mrs. Helen M. Pomeroy. who was born in 1839 and died in Sep-
tember, 1911.

AMr. Merritt is today one of Red Oak’s venerable citizens. being now in the
eighty-third year of his age. The activities of his life have heen varied and hene-
ficially resultant. His labors along business and professional lines have been
prompted by laudable ambition. His public service has been characterized by devo-
tion to the general good and at all times he has endeavored to conform his actions
to the high ethical principles which are recognized as the governing forces of the
world.

HARRISON H. WOODROW.

Harrison H. Woodrow is a retired farmer living at Malvern and deriving a sub-
stantial annual income from a farm of which he has been the owner since 1868. He
was born in Tazewell county. Illinois. September 28. 1839. a son of Hugh Woodrow,
and a grandson of Richard Woodrow. who was a resident of New York and removed
from that state to Pennsylvania, where he lived until 1823. when he made his way
to the middle west and took up his abode in Illinois. He was married in Pennsyl-
vania to Sarah Carmichael, and their children were four in number. William. Sarah.
Hugh and Samuel.

Of that family Hugh Woodrow was born in Pennsylvania. December 28. 1794.
and became a resident of Illinois in 1823. being indeed one of its early pioneers.
He served as a major in the Thirty-eighth Illinois Regiment during the Black Hawk
war. receiving his commission from Governor Reynolds in August. 1832. at Van-
dalia. then the capital of the state. He took an active part in subduing the red men
and thus reclaiming the great state for the purposes of civilization. On arriving in
Illinois he entered land in the vicinity of Pekin. Tazewell county. and there carried
on general farming throughout the remainder of his life.  On the 11th of June. 1831,
in Tazewell county. he married Miss Amanda Swingle. who wa< born TFebruary 20,
1810. and was a daughter of John and Mary Swingle. who lived for some time at
Bowling Green. Kentucky. and afterward removed to Illinois. John Swingle having
been a companion of Daniel Boone in the former state.

Harrison H. Woodrow was reared upon the old home farm in Tllinois. where he
remained until be reached the age of sixteen vears. when he eame to Towa in Sep-
tember. 1855. He settled first in Mills countyx. securing land on sections 3 and L.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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