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MILllAKY HUNUK~I 
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PHACTICED LA\v IN REDFORD I 
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YEARS. 
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VETERA.N OF 2 W~L\RSI 

I 
PasRe(l Away at Home in Bedfotri I 

Sunday Evening At J 
\ 
I 8:30 O'clock. 

I 
L. T. McCoun, the o1d t• :' resicL 1 

ent o>f Bedford, pas1sed away at 
}:is home in Bedford Sund!ny ev_ 

eJl:ing a·t· 8:30 o'clock. The funer<!l 
·services were h(~ld at the Chr;s_ 
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t~a~ -~~ u_l:~~- ~\~e~~~~~-a-J~-~f~~~nno~-~! 
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it~ the BeM·ord ceme-tery. The Jlr_ 
ing squad from the American 

The a·bove pk:tun~ is of :i [ 

qu :etly celebrated. their f.:mi t: t 

home in BecLford today. The pi c 

L:·g,ion, und.er the direction of ~ ~was 67, and ~Irs. Hensley was 
L1ewt. Cha.s·. Cornell, L!. S. A. R., 82 years respe-ctively. 
fted the salute over .he gr>.lve, )I 
·and the . bu•gler ble•'>v taps. '----------------

lA.'<mard T. McCoun was a veL 

~.r an,?f .~h~ : ~r.e~~:~n~ w:::.~::~ ::~o T A VI JlR COUN,t y 
Tne vlVII V\£H, wu::; d lHV!l'O;Cl """'--!-"""----- _____ _ . __ 
tier of T•aylor county; }md ;vac:. 1 CORN AND GR . 11"' m:mbered among the l::~wyers an·J . A N 
law makers of the &ta-te. All thes-= 

facts combined helped_ ma_ke him SHOW HERr soo· 
·worthy {)f representation 1 n the £. 1 
history of Tayl{)r county, within 
the borders of w.hic.h he resid~d I . . .. .., __ ~ ''"'' - ­
fm· ahout ()5 years. A native of 

1 
EXACT DATE OF THE Snu" 

Kentucky, l\lr. :McCoun ',\' its born I W!LL BE ANNOU~CED 
--- .. ·-- ----~-n :-W-o~df.on:l __ c;_o_u_n_(\~ -~lil_LQ_. __ \~}-~j ___________ ,~_ B'XT WEEK 

1I1~ w.ifL', wh o bore the m:ndeul - ·- ---- ·· -- ---- ··-·· 
ri<1me of Nan.cy Slaug-hter, d ied - --
when well advanced in year~. 
l) oth were o·f Scotch dcsced. T~ I G 
Thcv re<lrecl a family Of ~eve ~·:ll 

PREMI LTl\'lS 

c hildren, including- John s. 1\lc_ $:30-00 Ca"h Offered For th e Best 
Coun, who was born in Kentucky 
HtHl h(•ca mc a physieian and ~ur_ 

~~(·on. 'l1i1i :-; ~ oll tli ed at Dnnvilh:. 

Three Township Displays' 

In The ~how. 
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the bol'lll'I'S or WJ1kh he l'eHid ~ · ·! I ' , . f} ' 
fllr Hhnlll. ti:i ~ · Pal':-\ , A fla tive of EXACT DATE <H 11 · .. 

~enttlck)> _:'llr: :\IcC~.oun . . . \.\' :tf'.: u~~::1l WILL BB A~~(H : :--. 1 
Ln. \V.o~c.l f 01 d .. ( ou nt)_,_ 1\Ll}_ ~. __ 1_8 ·>- ~ ... ___ . . . ~J<~X'I' WEEK 
H1~ \V.J1t:, ·wh o bore Lhc m:udeul · · 
name of Nancy Slaughter, died 

u. 

when well advanced in year~. n T r. 
l·:olh were o·f Sc r, ~c.:h de~. cer~t . ...., .. '->' 

PRE M I IJ ~·1 
They J'r:arcd a family of ;;;eve r :ti --- -
<.: hildren. in c luding ,J ohn s. :\1<.:- $:>0-00 Cash Offered F' or th e r 
Co u n . w h IJ \\' a ~' ho rn i n K e n t u e k ,\· 

....._... <llld bc·cHm c a p h ysi ci an and Sl.ll ' ­

g c•o n. 'l1i1is so n died at Danville:, 
lnJ ia na, in 184·1. at the :1ge of ·1;:>.1 

Lel!llard T. :\Ic Co un was ten I 

Three Towns hip Di :-:p lays 

In The Show . 
• 

y ean; of a g e when he accompan_ On e o f t:he b i g ~e!-':t cn~nts 
ie.d r. !:": p;-:Q ' <e~nts on th·eir r r.~JlOV<li the ve ~u will be the Taylo r C<• 
.from Kentt:d::y to Indiana, being h : dorn and Gt·a in S h o·\\' ::pon :­
reared in Danville. His ~ducatio'1 e.cl h1· the Farm B-:.1reau to h e : 
wa.~; largely g·cquired in the pub_ at B~dfo r<l some time : n .J a n u : 
lie: fWhools and in the seminary the elat e to h e anntJ Unce{,l 
there . He wats onh• twelve vears 1veek. 
of -age when his f;ther died: and I All rntdes mu :zt b e irom T 
was a vouth of sixteen when he lor cou nh. A;ll corn anrl p- r 
enl·i~.te-d. in the re-gular army and mu~t haY~ been p1•ocluced by \ 
went as a reeruit to Vera Cruz. exh~·bi·tor in 1928. All s a m ! 
There he was a ssigned to Con\_ ·shown in to·wnshi p di:-: p lay 
J1any E, of the Second Regular In_ I c:Ji.-db!c in all other c1a:' :-;e s. 
fantry, under command of Colon·. ! The premiums will lJc as 
Riley and wa~ ~·.,o·on b!·evett.ed c.:ap_ l·ows: 
tain . :tvir. l'vicGoun served for one De·s:t 50 eats s nmpie c: ;1 rn --
year in tJhe r egular army and in $5 -00: 2nd. s::;.oo: ~rcl. $1.00 . 
the organizat ion of the militia on 1) ··+ 1(\ ·al''-' '\.'nl:lr\\' c() l ' n - -• • • .) C :-.·c- • e < • ' · .l 1.. · . ) , • I 

t.h e border Hl 1861, he wa-s etecL I <l' ' > OO. <) 1 ~·) 00. •)
1
.(1 Sl 00 

l 1' I I , h ' I'''"·''· _nc, ..,_, ',, ' ,. .. e c. . 1 e u ten an t c o on e o t 1J . ~ reg 1 - , . • , • • \\' l· : t C . -· 
t 1 18'~<) h · ,_ ..1 Bc~t 10 c,u ~ ·" . e JJ l n 

nH'n _ .. n . \)<... e r.a.Ic'Cu a COin- -~ AA . n .. . l <!'(){\(\. ' J •• ,l G:1 ()fl 

pany at Bedford, w:hi·ch became ~.).\JV, .:;t Ju, ,;. ..... u v , ' ""· ... ~ ., . . 

known as C-ompany G, of the 4th ·B~st 10 ears Sample, oth er t 
11Ih.;soud Cavalry. T.he cumpar.y white and yldlow- --·l.st. $~L OU: :. 

t n J h l\ ,r --~ ~,... · "--..l <1' i 11/\ went o :::>t. os.e1) , J.u.o., and the-r·-~ ;');;::;-vv; on1, ~·· · ,.·v. 

joined the regiment, and Mr. M-e_ Single ear, any \·ariet.y -
Coun wa.s. c'hooen eapbain. He ~::3.00; 2nd, $2.00: 3rd, ,p.oo. 
was with that command for mor~ :Sweepstakes, 10 ~a~-~. any \ 
~han a year, when, on_ ncoounrt OI 1 ciety-- lst, $5; 2ntL :;,:~ ; · ~rd , $:2 
Il.l henwl,thh .. l.he waR ohJ,J,gedBtod·" red_ ·Bc-Stt peck she1led n~·n. H : 1> : 
~1gn. 1 e . ~t ~'{ln;e nt e LJ.or , l.::;.t $S-OD: 2nd, $:3 .0Cl; :~rd. ~:2 .( 
Jn the fall of 18b8, ne wa& elected ' . , , ,'h • ~·~ 
, •. rv+uin . r.r Comr 'tn B of bhe Bor 1 Best p0c:K ~\· .. eat- ud , '•" 
'-' ·..-ol-' v- .. • • ..... ...._ ... - - · · l),. Y ; ' - ') .. ""'.: !' " ...., • · -~ , .1 C' 1 {\ (\ 

(i.cr vb'•·l· '"'···Ie ,__,_) "'"' ,.n,.-,•url llrtti! 1-nd, :ti<::.\IV' ol U, •l'J .vv . 
' - ... .t')"LNl ' £~1\\.A. ~ ...... v ..... -.,. --·---

the following l\Iay. Su~bsequent \.J I Be-st peck B'arley- i ~t. S ~). 
that time he rai :-;ed Company D, of. 2nd, $2.00; :~rd. $1.00. 
the Forty_s:ixth Io·wa Volunt-e~r Best r1eek Oats- 1st. ~: \ . 
Jnfastry and was ~..,.·ith that cor.;_ 2nd, $2.00: :~rd, $1.00. 
m<md during its time of service, BeRt pec:'k ltc-d Clnv er :'h' 

one hundred day.<\ . 1 ~rt. $:~.00; 2nd, $2-00: :Jrct, $ U 
When tJhe war \VRS over Onptain Best pe-<:~l{ So~·\wan~ ~ c c·d ·-· 

Mc{'..Klun rbtu:rned t;0 Hed:i'or.d and 1 $:::.00; 2nd, $ i .00; 0Pd, GO ct:n1 . 
re-s'U'mecl the practice of LMV, for l.kn·R' Ciu~!'l-i 2 to 18 Y ('I\ r. 
which he had rn·P.viaus.ly qunlifled. J3elt:.· 10 e<.WR, any vari e-ty --
He \va•s adrn i>tted to the bar in ~:> .00; 2nd, $2.00; :Jrd, $HH). 
Fe'br-uary, 186B, a,t Danvi!.le, Ind., BeHt sing.!e ear-l~t $3.00; Z 

--..., nr.d came to B1~d.for<l tha.t ;year $~.00: :~rd, $1.00. 
but; cllcl n·ot lo'entc here ncrmnn. Hcw.4 mnv ~I'IPc·t. C'.nrn .~:1 f : 
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nwn t.. 1 n 1Bf32 he rn.b•ed n c;om_ 
pany at Bedford, which became 
known ns C{)mpany G, o.f the 4th 
Mist-~oud Cavalry. 1'.he cumpar:y 

\\' hih· 
<!' " ()() . "t ' (] oJ'() ( 1/\. ' ) ,.,J ··: 
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·B<.w!;'l 10 ear :~ Sam ple , ut ll1 
white an-d ~· (.d:ow ---L-;; t, $:~.r.11 
.... _., ' ' 1"\ 1L., ~ 1 (!I l f'." went to St. Joseph, :.Mo., and thcr•.l ~~ · IJV; " 1 ~·. ·P· ·. "J • 

joint~d the regiment, and Mr. Me_ Single ear, any vad e t :, 
Coun wn$ c'hoocn captm.in. He $.3.00; 2nd, $2.00: 3rd, ~1.0 r 
\V1as with that command for more :Swcepstak£~s, 10 ears , an : 
than a yca.r, when, on ncc·o.unt oi dety- - lst, $5; 2nd, ~ ; ~ ; · ~rd, 
.ill heaLth, he w.as obJ,i.ged to rc_ ·BeS't pe-ck she1lect c·•-:- n. H 
.s:ign. W~hile . at ·home at Be·dtford, l.&t, $G -OO; 2nd, $:-3 -0:J; :in!, ~ 
in the fa!l of 18GB, he \Va& elected ,~., 
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• 

n Est D.-cc k \\- t:cat- s,, c :;.ptain-!.l'f Company R; o.f bhc Bor_ . ~~·-- __ .. , ,.. r .l\ 

dcr Brig{IJde, and :;v .<:cn·ed until! ~nd. :fi~.ou; <J ru, ·:r>L v\J · 

the follo'.ving l\fay. Su'bsequent i..vl Best peck Barley- - 1st, 
t hat t.ime he l'ldsed Company D, of. 2nd, $2.00; :~rei, $UJO. 
the Forty_sixth Io·wn Voluntet!r Best peck O a.t~-- 1 st . 
JnfnHtry and was rsi.th tJhnt eom_ 2nd, $2.00; :~rd, $1.00. 
ma·nd during its time of se:rvict1, 1 Best pec'k Red Clover 
one hundred days. jl t'~, $:3. 00; 2nd, $2-00; :3rd, ~ 

Vlhen the war >VHS over Oapt~dn 1 Best pe-c.k So~·boan$ sce·d 
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.Febl'uary, 18.56, a.t Dan\•Ule, Ind., BeHt sing.l.e ear-ls.t $3,00 

"" a.r.d came to Bedfor-d that year $2.00; 3rd, $i.DO. \ 
but did n·M locate · here perman_ Boys may select Corn \J i1 

ently until ] 857. He . was one of where they l.ive. 
the oldest pradi'Cing attorn~ys in The Betlf'(Yrd Communirl~· 
th<J flltrut€, pra..ctidng 65 years 1n will pay $50.00-$25.00, 
'Taylor c.ounty, During th:e last, $15.00

1 
,c;ccond; an-d $10.00, 

year or two local lHwyefls siought I for the be...c;t. t.owsnhip dis·pL 
rhim for (..'10!111-Bel. He wa.s ;regarded co•rn, gmin and gr.a3 7' seoo . 
aR n rept·egrentative member of This -premi·um list sh<luld 
the ba r because of . the ability in several hundred samph 
whi·c·h h€ has displ-ayed jn ·handl. corn' an-d grain. Bring your!'< 
ling the legal intereSJts entrus.ted you do not w.in a· prmnium. 
t{) his care. Ht: -..v~i\8 elected judge I ~1il1 help your town~ip wir 
of t11e prooote cour;t in 1861 but 
r-osi·gned in 1862 in order to join 
the \l1't'n1y. T-R-~"1or -c-ounty an~d. ~vnte·hcd 

M-r. IvkOoun wns marrleu on pride its gt"'wbh- and devr~•:ri 
the 12bh of Dc.cember, 1849, to qs it has been transforme ci 
MifJ!s ~n.rah Mannn. Theil· family 11. wHderneRs into one- Oi !f.:hi' 
numlwrcd Revcn child!ren, aH hut ing counties of the state . 'Dh 1·· 
one havi·ng- pre·ce<doo him in death, ()ttt . hh~ life in Bedford he 
M.rR, Mary Oonnott . . He i..s als-o held in the hi~nC'st oR-te:t.>n1 
Nurvivcr.I by an .ad.opte.d &on, L. 'I'. cnul'!oe of :his many exr . 
McCo·u.n, J :-., of Landor, W·yo, M1·. tra.its of chnrncter. A~ a la 
M·cG<'>'U111 hecnme county prose.cutor ht- ranked high, . pog.,.'3<!'S~.in ).: 
hnd served for two terms, so th~t nn>alyti'cal mli·nd .asd wn5 noi 
h1s offidal - se~rvice has al'\\-'lays ~ succoooful pl.e·Mier \\-t th r 
be.en in the patn of his. profee;aion. having won many ccle.b 
He was one of ~he old s~tlers of cases. 
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spent on the home place, where he died June I, I9<JO. He served for some years 
as township school treasurer and was a member of the township board. f!is 
fellow-townsmen, recognizing his worth and ability, called him to several offices, 
the duties of which he discharged in a most prompt and creditable manner. His 
wife survived him for about four years and died in 1904· 

Charles H. Hunter was brought to Iowa an infant in his mother's arms and 
was reared to manhood under the parental roof. The educational advantages 
which he received were those offered by the county schools but his opportunities 
were somewhat limited for his services were needed in tilling the soil. He re­
mained with his father in the care and development of the farm until after he 
had attained his majority and later succeeded to the ownership of eighty acres. 
He has since erected thereon a good, neat residence, has fenced his place and 
is continually planning further improvements which will add to the value of the 
land. In addition to his home farm he has for some years cultivated eighty 
acres which belong to his sisters Cora and Lillie. The fields bring forth abun­
dant harvests for which he finds a ready sale on the market and he also has no 
difficulty in disposing of the high-grade stock he raises. He handles hogs, cattle 
and horses and his annual income is materially increased thereby. 

On the 31st of August, 1904, Mr. Hunter was united in marriage, in Bedford, 
to Miss Maggie Frost, who was born in Gay township and was educated there. 
She is a daughter of Newton Frost, formerly from Greene county, Pennsylvania. 
Politically Mr. Hunter is a republican and has voted with the party since casting 
his first ballot for Major William McKinley. He has since supported every 
nominee at the head of the ticket and at all times he has kept well informed 
on the questions and issues of the day. He was appointed to fill out a term as 
township trustee in the fall of 1908 and was elected assessor and made one as­
sessment of Gay township. Mr. Hunter has been a resident of the county for 
thirty-five years, during which period he has been a witness of much of the 
growth and development that has occurred. He has greatly desired the progress 
of the county and has therefore cooperated in measures which have had direct 
hearing upon· its growth. 

LEGNARD T. McCOUN. 

Leonard T. McCoun is a veteran of the Mexican war and also of the Civil 
war; is a pioneer settler of Taylor county; and is numbered arnong the lawyers 
and law makers of the state. All these facts combined make him worthy of 
representation in the history of Taylor county, within the borders of which he 
has resided for more than a half century. A native of Kentucky, Mr. McCoun 
was born in \Voodford county, May 6, 1832. His paternal grandfather, John 
S. McCoun, was likewise a native of that state, where he passed away after 
reaching mature life. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Nancy Slaughter, 
died when well advanced in years. Both were of Scotch descent. They reared 
a family of several children, including John S. McCoun, who was born in Ken­
tucky and became a physician and surgeon. In 1842 he removed to Danville, 
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Indiana, but was not long permitted to enjoy his new home .. for his death there 
occurred in 1844, when he was about forty-five years of age. In early manhood 
he had wedded Elizabeth Munday, who was likewise born in the Blue Grass 
State and was a daughter of Thomas Munday, a native of Kentucky, who es­
tablished a ferry on the Kentucky River near Ha~rodsburg, and also built fiat­
boats. That place is now called Munday's Landing. He died of cholera when 
past middle life and his wife, who was called "Sookie" (Slaughter) Munday, 
also died in middle life. The death of Mrs. Elizabeth McCoun occurred in 1833, 
and for his second wife Dr. McCoun chose Miss Arsena Towles. There were 
two children of the first union, Leonard T. and Elizabeth, but the latter died in 
early childhood. The children of the second marriage are: Nancy, now the 
widow of Harlan Hadley, and a resident of Danville, Indiana; and Fidelia, the 
wife of James L. McCoun, of Danville, Indiana. 

Leonard T. McCoun was ten years of age when he accompanied his parents 
on their removal from Kentucky to Indiana, being reared in Danville. His 
education was largely acquired in the public schools and in the seminary there. 
He was only twelve years of age when his father died and was a youth of six­
teen when he enlisted in the regular army and went as a recruit to Vera Cruz. 
There he was assigned to Company E, of the Second Regular Infantry, under 
command of Colonel Riley, while General Lyon of Civil war fame was at that 
time first lieutenant and was brevetted captain. Mr. McCoun served for one year 
in the regular army and in the organization of the militia on the border in r86r, 
he was elected lieutenant colonel of the regiment, the superior officer being 
Colonel Morledge. In r862 he raised a company at Bedford, which became known 
as Company G, of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry. The company went to St. 
Joseph, Missouri, and there joined the regiment, and Mr. McCoun was chosen 
captain. He was with that command for more than a year, when, on account 
of ili health, he was obliged to resign. While at home at Bedford, in the fall 
of r863, he was elected captain of Company B, of the Border Brigade, and so 
served until the following May. Subsequent to that time he raised Company D, 
of the Forty-sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry and was with that command during 
its time of service--one hundred days. The regiment was commanded by Colonel 
D. B. Henderson, afterward speaker of the national house of representatives. 

·when the war was over Captain McCoun returned to Bedford and resumed 
the practice of law, for which he had previously qualified. He was admitted to 
the bar in February, r856, at Danville, Indiana, and came to Bedford that year 
buf did not locate here permanently until 1857· He is today the oldest practicing 
lawyer in Taylor county and throughout the entire period has been regarded as a 
representative member of the bar because of the ability which he has displayed in 
handling the legal interests entrusted to his care. He was also elected judge of 
the probate court in r86r but resigned that position in r862, in order to join the 
army. 

Pleasantly situated in his home relations, Mr. McCoun was married on the 
12th of December, r849, to Miss Sarah D. Mahan, a daughter of John and 
Nancy (Woodson) Mahan. Mrs. McCoun was born in Mercer county, Ken­
tucky, and her father was a native of that state, while her mother's birth occurred 
in Virginia. Their family numbered nine children, of whom three are now liv-
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ing: Eliza, the widow of Joseph I.:ewis and a resident of Pittsburg, Indiana; 
Mrs. McCoun; anct Indiana V., the wife of G. W. Turner, of Bedford. 

When J\1r. and Mrs. McCoun came to Bedford he purchased one hundred 
acres of land, for which he paid six hundred dollars, and he added to that, eighty 
acres. He brought his farm under a high state of cultivation but afterward sold 
the entire property with the exception of a tract of twenty acres, on which he re­
sides and which constitutes an ideal home. In addition to this property he owns a 
large farm in Ross township, Taylor county. While carefully managing his 
business affairs and conducting his law practice-in both of which he has been 
very successful-Mr. McCoun is also supervising the interests of his own house­
hold. Unto him and his wife were born seven children, but the eldest, Nancy, 
died when eight years of age. John, who became a lawyer and practiced in Bed­
ford, died in r8g8. Mary J. is the widow of C. W. Connett, who was an en­
gineer on the railroad and was killed in an accident. Emma died in early child­
hood. Martha died in infancy. William, who is a mason by trade, married Alma 
Bates, and after her death wedded Nellie Boner. The other child of tl_1e family 
died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. McCoun are devoted members of the Christian 
church and he belongs to Taylor Lodge, No. 156, A. F. & A. M. and to Sedgwick 
Post, G. A. R. He has long been recognized as one of the most prominent rep­
resentatives in his district and was a member of the twelfth and thirteenth gen­
eral assemblies of Iowa. He became county prosecutor and served for two 
terms, so that his official service has always been in the path of his profession. 
He owns a beautiful home just west of the corporation limits of Bed ford, 
situated in the midst of a fine tract of land of twenty acr .:s and there he spends 
his summer months, while in the winter season he occupies a good home which he 
owns in town. He is one of the old settlers of Taylor county and has watched 
with pride its growth and development as it has been transformed from a w ilder­
ness into one of the leading counties of the state. Throughout all these years he 
and his wife have been held in highest esteem here because of their man y ex­
cellent traits of character. As a lawyer he ranks high, possessing an analytical 
mind and is noted as a successful pleader at the bar, having won many celebrated 
cases. Although he has now reached the age of seventy-seven years, he still re­
mains in active connection with the profession and with public interest s. In 
spirit he seems yet in his prime. Old age does not necessarily suggest helpless­
ness or want of occupation. There is an old age which grows stron~r and 
brighter mentally and physically as the years go by and continually gives out of 
its rich store of wisdom and experience, and such is the record of Leomard T. 
McCoun. 

HENRI WALTER. 

The general farming and stock-raising interests of Taylor county find a 
worthy and well-known representative in Henri Walter, who for morre than 
four decades has lived in this part of the state. For a long period he was closely 
connected with the agricultural life and still maintains a deep interest therein, 
although since 1902 he has lived retired in Lenox, the success which he ;achieved 
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LEONARD T. MCCOUN 

Leonard T. McCoun is a veteran of the Mexican 
war and also of the Civil war; is a pioneer 
settler of Taylor county; and is numbered 
among the lawyers and law makers of the 
state. All these facts combined make him 
worthy of representation in the history of 
Taylor county, within the borders of which he 
has resided for more than a half century. A 
native of Kentucky, Mr. McCoun was born in 
Woodford county, May 6, 1832. His paternal 
grandfather, John S. McCoun, was likewise a 
native of that state, where he passed away 
after reaching mature life. His wife, who bore 
the maiden name of Nancy Slaughter, died 
when well advanced in years. Both were of 
Scotch descent. They reared a family of 
several children, including John S. McCoun, 
who was born in Kentucky and became a 
physician and surgeon. In 1842 he removed to 
Danville, (page 313) Indiana, but was not long 
permitted to enjoy his new home, for his death 
there occurred in 1844, when he was about 
forty-five years of age. In early manhood he 
had wedded Elizabeth Munday, who was 
likewise born in the Blue Grass State and was 
a daughter of Thomas Munday, a native of 
Kentucky, who established a ferry on the 
Kentucky River near Harrodsburg, and also 
built flat-boats. That place is now called 
Munday's Landing. He died of cholera when 
past middle life and his wife, who was called 
"Sookie" (Slaughter) Munday, also died in 
middle life. The death of Mrs. Elizabeth 
McCoun occurred in 1833, and for his second 
wife Dr. McCoun chose Miss Arsena Towles. 
There were two children of the first union, 
Leonard T. and Elizabeth, but the latter died in 
early childhood. The children of the second 
marriage are: Nancy, now the widow of Harlan 
Hadley, and a resident of Danville, Indiana; 
and Fidelia, the wife of James L. McCoun, of 
Danville, Indiana. 

Leonard T. McCoun was ten years of age when 
he accompanied his parents on their removal 
from Kentucky to Indiana, being reared in 
Danville. His education was largely acquired in 
the public schools and in the seminary there. 
He was only twelve years of age when his 
father died and was a youth of sixteen when 
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he enlisted in the regular army and went as a 
recruit to Vera Cruz. There he was assigned to 
Company E, of the Second Regular Infantry, 
under command of Colonel Riley, while General 
Lyon of Civil war fame was at that time first 
lieutenant and was brevetted captain. Mr. 
McCoun served for one year in the regular 
army and in the organization of the militia on 
the border in 1861, he was elected lieutenant 
colonel of the regiment, the superior officer 
being Colonel Morledge. In 1862 he raised a 
company at Bedford, which became known as 
Company G, of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry. 
The company went to St. Joseph, Missouri, and 
there joined the regiment, and Mr. McCoun 
was chosen captain. He was with that 
command for more than a year, when, on 
account of ill health, he was obliged to resign. 
While at home at Bedford, in the fall of 1863, 
he was elected captain of Company B, of the 
Border Brigade, and so served until the 
following May. Subsequent to that time he 
raised Company D, of the Forty-sixth Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry and was with that command 
during its time of service -- one hundred days. 
The regiment was commanded by Colonel D. 
B. Henderson, afterward speaker of the 
national house of representatives. 

When the war was over Captain McCoun 
returned to Bedford and resumed the practice 
of law, for which he had previously qualified. 
He was admitted to the bar in February, 1856, 
at Danville, Indiana, and came to Bedford that 
year but did not locate here permanently until 
1857. He is today the oldest practicing lawyer 
in Taylor county and throughout the entire 
period has been regarded as a representative 
member of the bar because of the ability which 
he has displayed in handling the legal interests 
entrusted to his care. He was also elected 
judge of the probate court in 1861 but 
resigned that position in 1862, in order to join 
the army. 

Pleasantly situated in his home relations, Mr. 
McCoun was married on the 12th of December, 
1849, to Miss Sarah D. Mahan, a daughter of 
John and Nancy (Woodson) Mahan. Mrs. 
McCoun was born in Mercer county, Kentucky, 
and her father was a native of that state, while 
her mother's birth occurred in Virginia. Their 
family numbered nine children, of whom three 
are now living (page 314): Eliza, the widow of 
Joseph Lewis and a resident of Pittsburg,( this 
is probably incorrect it should be Pittsboro 
Indiana); Mrs. McCoun; and Indiana V., the 
wife of G. W. Turner, of Bedford. 

When Mr. and Mrs. McCoun came to Bedford 
he purchased one hundred acres of land, for 
which he paid six hundred dollars, and he 
added to that, eighty acres. He brought his 
farm under a high state of cultivation but 
afterward sold the entire property with the 
exception of a tract of twenty acres, on which 
he resides and which constitutes an ideal 
home. In addition to this property he owns a 
large farm in Ross township, Taylor county. 
While carefully managing his business affairs 
and conducting his law practice -- in both of 
which he has been very successful -- Mr. 
McCoun is also supervising the interests of his 
own household. Unto him and his wife were 
born seven children, but the eldest, Nancy, 
died when eight years of age. John, who 
became a lawyer and practiced in Bedford, 
died in 1898. Mary J. is the widow of C. W. 
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Connett, who was an engineer on the railroad 
and was killed in an accident. Emma died in 
early childhood. Martha died in infancy. 
William, who is a mason by trade, married 
Alma Bates, and after her death wedded Nellie 
Boner. The other child of the family died in 
infancy. Mr. and Mrs. McCoun are devoted 
members of the Christian church and he 
belongs to Taylor Lodge, No. 156, A. F. & A. M. 
and to Sedgwick Post, G. A. R. He has long 
been recognized as one of the most prominent 
representatives in his district and was a 
member of the twelfth and thirteenth general 
assemblies of Iowa. He became county 
prosecutor and served for two terms, so that 
his official service has always been in the path 
of his profession. He owns a beautiful home 
just west of the corporation limits of Bedford, 
situated in the midst of a fine tract of land of 
twenty acres and there he spends his summer 
months, while in the winter season he occupies 
a good home which he owns in town. He is one 
of the old settlers of Taylor county and has 
watched with pride its growth and 
development as it has been transformed from 
a wilderness into one of the leading counties of 
the state. Throughout all these years he and 
his wife have been held in highest esteem here 
because of their many excellent traits of 
character. As a lawyer he ranks high, 
possessing an analytical mind and is noted as 
a successful pleader at the bar, having won 
many celebrated cases. Although he has now 
reached the age of seventy-seven years, he 
still remains in active connection with the 
profession and with public interests. In spirit 
he seems yet in his prime. Old age does not 
necessarily suggest helplessness or want of 
occupation. There is an old age which grows 
stronger and brighter mentally and physically 
as the years go by and continually gives out of 
its rich store of wisdom and experience, and 
such is the record of Leonard T. McCoun. 

A Mexican and Civil War Vet. , and a Lawyer. 
Nickname" Cappy ". Born in Woodford Co., 
Kentucky, Woodford boarders Mercer Co. 
Moved from Indiana to Bedford, Iowa in 1857. 
Cappy was quite a gambling man and many 
times over lost the family home in poker 
games. He was a criminal lawyer of note, also 
a state legislator, probate judge, and county 
attorney. Leonard's earliest known ancester 
was James McCoun I, d. 3/6/1706 age 105 he 
married Margaret Hamilton in Scotland in abt 
1624. James's ancesters were Danes, 
adventurers into Scotland during the Danish 
invasions of the tenth century. James 1111 b. 
1717 in Antrin, Ireland immigrated to Norfolk 
Virginia in 1742 later settling on the Catawba 
in Botetourt County, VA. he married Margaret 
Walker in April 1744. His son James V was a 
brother-in-law of Robert McAfee (Robert 
married James's sister Ann) and a member of 
the McAfee Company that went in to Kentucky 
in 1771-2 in search of a new home. Finally 
settling 7 miles north of Harrodsburg in a area 
around the New Providence Presbyterian 
Church which they founded. This is on todays 
US 127 in Mercer Co., KY the exact address is 
3301 Louisville Rd . Salvisa, KY 40372. Gen . 
Robert Breckenridge McAfee b. 2/18/1784 the 
son of Robert and Ann McCoun McAfee wrote " 
The Life and Times of Robert B. McAfee and his 
Family and Connections in 1845. The Kentucky 
State Historical Society in Frankfort has the 
manuscript. 
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