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and manners. He bore to some extent the native air of his Indiana woods. But
the atmosphere of those woods must have been infused with that of the adjacent
State of Kentucky, for he not only loved fine horses, but be bred them and put their
mettle to the test in the races. This taste for horses and horse breeding led him
in later life to purchase on the outskirts of South Ottumwa, a suburban home, com-
" prising a number of acres. Here, assisted by his older boys, he successfully indulged ;I
the taste alluded to, and reared many fine horses that were placed on the market, [
some of them making enviable speed records. i

He married a second time, a beautiful and accomplished woman, with whom he
lived happily until his death. He was a man of deep religious convictions, which,
like many other of his private reflections, were pretty closely locked in his own
breast.

Judge Williams had a manly appearance. He was of good height and size,
round bodied and broadly shouldered. His features were regular, though the curl
of his lip sometimes gave an expression of contempt for things he did not like. His

t, hair and luxuriant beard (which he always wore full) were dark. If he had

.m a Prince Albert coat and a silk hat, in short, put on some style, he would have
presented quite a striking appearance. But he always wore a short coat and a
soft hat, and was otherwise simple in dress and manners, and had a contempt for
frivolous things.

e A

He left surviving him, several children, among whom was A. B. Williams, who ‘
became an honored member of the Ottumwa Bar, and Keota W., who became the i
wife of the well-known Doctor Bannister. A sister of Judge Williams became the , E
wife of a very able lawyer, W. H. C. Jaques, and the mother of another, Joseph v
R, Jaques. ‘

Major Augustus H. Hamilton was born at Cleveland, Ohio, in January, 1827,
w he was reared, educated and admitted to the bar and lived until he came to
Ottumwa in the spring of 1854, where he entered upon the practice and became
associated with Morris J. Williams. The firm grew into one of the strongest in the
State, and both its members ranked among its ablest lawyers. This partnership
continued for eight years, and until it was dissolved by the entrance of Hamilton
into the Civil War. He left behind him a large and lucrative practice for that
time. He was first commissioned Adjutant of the Thirty-Sixth Regiment of Iowa
Infantry, one year after he was commissioned its Major, and still later its Lieutenant-
Colonel, but was not mustered in as such, on account of the regiment's insufficiency
in numbers, He served in all its engagements until it was mustered out of service
at the close of the war.

Major Hamilton was a man of decided talents, and had he adhered steadily to
the profession, would undoubtedly have attained still higher rank in it. But, as

ety of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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stated, he left it while comparatively young to take up arms for his country. He
was a heroic officer, participated in several bloody engagements, was captured at the
battle of Mark's Mills, and suffered for several months a loathsome captivity in a
southern prison, followed by an escape fraught with incidents of the most distressing
character. Fleeing with his two companions (Captain Allen W. Miller, of Com-
pany C, and Captain John Lambert, of Company K, of his Regiment) from
their pursuers; avoiding the highways and settlements; seeking the woods and thickets
to hide themselves in during the day, and at night wandering, with bleeding feet,
through forest and field, without any compass save the North Star to guide them
to our lines; without any food but such as the herbs and the ears of uncooked green
corn afforded, they suffered a series of hardships so severe that both of his com-
panions subsequently died from the effects thereof.

At the close of the war he returned to Ottumwa and resumed the practice of his
profession. Not long afterward he entered the field of journalism and became
associated with General John M. Hedrick, in the proprietorship and publication of =
the Ottumwa Courier, and later became the sole proprietor and editor-in-chief of =
that paper, then and now one of the leading journals of the State. He was univers-
ally regarded as an able and facile writer.

f
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Hamilton was the second Mayor of Ottumwa, in 1858, and several times one
of its Aldermen. In 1866 he was elected to the State Senate to fill a vacancy
caused by my resignation in accepting the position of Reporter of the Supreme
Court. In 1868 he was re-elected to the Senate, and in 1870 was appointed Post-
master of Ottumwa, a position which he held for_several years. In the course of
his career he exercised a strong influence in shaping the affairs of the State, and
especially those of the City of Ottumwa.

He is still living at Ottumwa, the only survivor of my earliest period the;e. in
his ninetieth year, active in movement, and with his intellectual forces unabated.
I noticed at the time, in an Ottumwa paper that he was the Marshal-in-Chief of the
recent, as well as the largest Fourth of July celebration and procession in the hlstory
of that place—July 4, 1913.

Though, aside from his army career, his life had been an even one, it had"
been free from profound sorrows. In the early part of his married life, one
sons, a bright and promising youth, was drowned while bathing in a canal or
leading from one bend in the Des Moines River to another, not far from the hor
The news spread like wild fire and quickly came to him. He rushed to and
plunged into the stream in search of his lost boy. When I, with some others, got
there, he was just coming out, after having dived through and explored the wat
with an agony of exertion that melted the hearts of the beholders. The effort was -
fruitless. The other and only remaining son died some years ago. Of six chlldren.
only two daughters, Mary and Emma, survive. His wife, to whom he was married =
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in 1856, was Miss Elma Coffin, a daughter of Thomas C. Coffin, one of the early
settlers and builders of Ottumwa, a native of Ohio, and a scion of the famous
whalers and sea voyagers of Nantucket, Massachusetts. She and the daughters
are the faithful comforters of the Major's declining years.

»  Hamilton was, in many respects, different from his legal partner, for Williams
was ordinarily mild and undemonstrative, while Hamilton was very demonstrative
and emphatic in both speech and action, and carried a good deal of vim, sometimes
mingled with vinegar, into what he did and said. He was very positive in character,
a little dictatorial and somewhat irascible. [ thought the Major had some faults,
and he had the same opinion of me. We differed materially along certain lines not
now necessary to mention. The sometimes spirited interchange of our mutual opin-
ions bred mutual asperities. But I can do him justice all the same, and have
endeavored to in this brief portrayal. . Besides, the assuaging hand of time has long
since effaced and blotted out those asperities, and all the unkind words that were
spoken, as effectually as was the blasphemous oath of Uncle Toby (as related by
“ me in the story of Le Fevre) which the accusing spirit bore up to Heaven's

acery, and handed in, and upon which, the Recording Angel, as he wrote it
down, dropped a tear and blotted it out forever,

Jacob W. Dixon was born in New Castle County, Delaware, in 1832. His
father was James Dixon, a prominent man of affairs. His mother was a Heald,
a prominent Quaker family of Chester County, Pennsylvania, whose ancestors came
with and belonged to the colony of William Penn. He received his preliminary
education at the public schools, and at the Academy of the noted Milton Durnal at
Uhionville, Pennsylvania. He taught school one season and then entered the Na-
tional Law School of Poughkeepsie, New York, where he remained two years and
from which he was graduated with honors. He came to Ottumwa in 1855. In
1856 he married Miss Sarah Ann Vernon, whose ancestors were also Quakers,
helongmg to !he'Pcn.n colony. For a peried Mr. Dixon and myself were law
partners in Ottumwa.

"~ J. W. Dixon was, in many respects, one of the ablest men I have ever known.
He had a highly philosophical mind, quick of discernment and inclined to abstruse
investigation. He was fond of the natural sciences, took great interest in geology
and had a good deal of astronomical knowledge. He was a cogent reasoner, and
" a clear, concise speaker. He was powerful in denunciation and convincing in argu-
ment. He was stubborn in his opinion when once formed, combative, and always
a formidable antagonist in any dialectic struggle. Notwithstanding his determined
character, he was, nevertheless, a natural diplomat of the first order, and had the
opportunity been given, he would have distinguished himself by his diplomatic skill
in any court of Europe, and been able ta successfully untangle, if the subject were
_ capable of it, the most difficult problems of international affairs.
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