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St andard Form For Member s of the Le ql s latu re 

Name of 

I I , 
I 

2. Harriaqe (s) date p lace 

( 

3 . Siqnificant events for ex ample : 

A. Busin~s~t?;(,:. r. l ft tt./)1.,.,: 1 ~t 
, 7l _. ~ 1/N-,i•lJ;;:J t.H, v 'rt"(.~.rt.·r /',~ 

(; t J 

B. ~ ivi c responsib i lities __________________________________ __ 

I 

6 . Pub 1 i c .Q f f ice 1 

A. toe a' Jrm-.(/ f2.-.J., li~-t./l/ -t' A~v.:2, ~-~~vi,, . ,1, It: I;?( f 
1':< 0 # ; ; 

7 . 
I 

y;;. , lt•- {:/t ' 

9 . H a me a of pa r ent s_~(Jn··Cle::.·.L:.'/':..:..!.' ·~· . ..L.I---::-i./:;..<~~ -f(__:_Jz:.J..!:::::.L..:::::C:...::~~· ;;+l _ A...!........:.a;:.:.' J.:.:."'l::.v _ __ _ 
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~F.'lONAIJ · MJTJNTION ) 

I 

Ill or l•ooplo In 'l'rn.cr 
r f tho Week. 
>uv .. Wttl 'cl w cr·e HUll· 
dnr· Hu pld~>. 
Ill ~I.II HIII }' Wll!t 1111:1 
.r· Hfr pi ell:). 
IY.Oll WitH IL V!H!tOJ' :d 
; or tiro wook. 
:~ln.vJ<a, IH vJHltlng· Jn 
l ( ' xfor·d ,func tio n . 
HOtlt.llw(~Hl of Tr·acs J', 

ldl-! Vl8ltOI' t.Jr!H WC<• [<., 
J ,, M of<•H go t(J < :c·11 .. 

·ntng J'cn· IJ, ln·l e r viH~ 

on n nrl t.wn c·hlfc!J't:t r 
N dL\yH Wltl1 n :Jo.LI\'IJr• 

. H . l"ortor:, o l' J\1 In w 

"TAMA JIM'~ WILSON 
DIES IN T.RA1Eft, HOME 

'l'J\M/\ <'OUN'f' \ : 's .'\1<)S 'J' Bl•:I ,OVJ•:H 
/\~J) J)JSTJN!CH; JS IJC•;J) CJ!I ' I:t. J •~N' 

WAS ElfiHTY ·SIX YEARS OLD 
lilfl: J)c·,oll'cl to f'ttiJII<· Sc:t·v le~!-l•'tt• 

ll i.'J'III It( l i , 1.'. (.'11111'<.' 11 nt. !! 
O 'c:'·;cl(' IC .'-iaf.tll'tlil,}' . 

: Vl.'11llng- Ut tl lutlt: I''IJ Tnt 11 :1 ./1111 \Vflrwn, rr H l:. n , .... wn loeul-
r. ' Jy, 1-)r.'l t't 't'IIII'.Y .J a tll r'!1 \VJ !:·!O IJ , 11.::1 l<IIOWtl. 
[l[lllCI' 11:1 r cr;r.:: lvfntr 11, l nd.lo r t;~ll.v, dl od al llli-J 1 10 1 11<~ In 'CI'Il.l!r 
llCI' HCli OUI fi'! Olld, trl. I ! :t. lll. :Vl'~ltcn · cl:l,l' t r f'l •· l' :1.11 i llUCt18 
11 ,or \VuHillng-l:on, 1.1. : 1JI' :H!I'<• r·t~ ! llronliJH, He· i1ad ip ·tu.ct 

hc; l'll I ll r:~ll!ng- l ll::tllllll f(:l.ll' Ol ' m 'orn. 
Uoroc1 It w r;Cl<' tJ O~tl- D l:uth I';JII) () llldin (•l!y 11 :-j u J'(:~ uJI. or . 
'.i l J:ll>c"' w lf It Hl.i JII\! r;r •tH•I·:o.l !nl!rm rl.lic:s (Jt ol d ag~. 1J11t di-
P I' l O(J, ... n ·c·f I~· f'I'(Hll lddlll.'.\' ll'O llhh~ . J I <· rai lt:cl 
1;011 J-ICL~; IJ r·our• J{, OC lUPi•Ji y the J'IVl l W<·d{, and I'(J l' RGVC! t'ILI 
<:n· 'H.: I\: l.ot· the IJ it; d:~y~~ IJ:,:; IJt.:CII IIIIJ:()I)!'.J(:ious :t l f. l trlA!H. 
' (!( 

IIC utrn!l y lt.: l't \\'1:11-
)1' a \'l sll wit.JJ l ' l: !:t ... 
ounLy. 
{(:, of .t\ I :r rio n, llf.t:-1 
i }1CI' 1-<b l CJ' , .llft 'H, 1•', 
N< :(:)<. 

lk(mrJ waH up f,.nm 
lln:s t o( the WCC .' i~ l<; 

:atl(rll, 

Lltr~·~ M t.•.Uowatl huvc, 
oldflelrl Hc \'cml day:; 
·lt.t.tl vc:;. • 
.ott, of: L n.kdlor -!, 
~ the week wHit l1u · 
I 1•' lll'I'Y. 

0 I'Cl1 ZCll t'C GlliVCd /L 

Yl:S from hcl' frl c nu, 
, or Chic:u.g-o. 

IH sr•cndlng· u. f cw f 
!I:J at Gr·c~c·ttc tL•H~ 
Cedar H.apl t! s. 
ole ;utd LIJ r· ct~ eh ,J
l, :\linn .. ha.v<! been 
·rcc Colo home. 
nmct· · HI'. l oft Wcu, 
-vet•lu• v!Hll with rt:J, 
.nd CPual' Ji'all:$. · 
cl<. is expecting- lH! t' 
L ' ~ r·nJC:t.ll, ot: St. 

----------.... ___ ------·----

t'is .:<'! I< f.o•· t1 visil . 
. vl Lu.drl u rtu <lu.ugh~ HI~ S\rff.Necl J!Lff c! llCII11. i\ll l l ili ,. ;,q .. 
:Jlle, u.ro v!Hil!ng r·c:-1 .. clr·cn wc• r·o l rern before!· h lf; clcath. 1 11:-<. 
:lays nt '\Vu.lllngl:o1 cl. <"m ly <hlug·ll l.Or, ·l•'Jcn·n. O.l'l'i vr;rl f , " 111 

·.tH 111~ 1'() ft·om Belll:l WrL~hi•.l .~l'.o n, n. c., fi(>.\;c~t·:t l (J:Iy ~: :r;~ ~. 
vl :~illng hOltlC folio~ 1\ll(] ,1 11 1~ H~Jll, J>rnf'. ,J. \V . \~1\~w 1 rlf' 

, vf ll a 1 (.:i~ J C )Jl ':tlJ Ui l. fllf• ~O~J f;ll . J)(l)((lf.tl. lfi.~I'!C'Il )f lll 'l l. l f'OJ! "• "I, 

~~ Ll 1..: lt:~l.o ~··~·:~ll.lL'it:h:. . J ~:·~~;: ; 1 
.. :~_,; <~,'.'.~~~ :.'. :w · ~ J\•1 ,. . w 11 ~:o ll ,,. : 1 :· 
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~~~~·kl:runl l y l •; l't \\' 1:11~ - ···-····-· .. -··-· ·~ · ···- ........ ........ M_., _______ _ 
' 

0 
• 

0 0 0 
' ' 

0 
''' l o\( 

0 \I' ll W IJi f•l 0 
"' '

0 
U 

01 
' ' 'I ' ' t O 

0
1 '

0 ' 'f t I I • • I I J. t J ,I, f /1• 

Jor· r~ \'IHI~ wltl r l 'ulu .... 
tOUJJty, 
•Wt!, o£ J\J r11·lo n, 1HJ.H 
1g llc r· Hi:-<lu1·, flint. 1·'. 
Wc·t•lc 

l·ll' ·I W aH 11p 1'111111 

<: I . .. t of' 1.11<: wcc·k tiJ 
l)'ll lf llll , 

I UII•C:'~ :\'lc:Gowan h tlVfl 

Joldfleld Hl.!\'l'ntl day~ 
·e lallvcH . • 
llott, O[ LHkcfl •)' -! , 
•g lhc w c:c)( wHit llu· 
lS •' ttl'l' y . 

... orenzou t'<.! celvcd ll 

tY::~ from llCr f l'! c nc.J, 
M, Of Chlc;a,g-o, 
l l l:i li f!CIH.llllg· a f ew 
·e ~:~ : ~ t Gr·c·~ <· r• ~ uutJ 
Cc<l::t.l' H ttpldH. 

: ole 1.1 nd t11r·oe d1 ,f. 
It, i\ll nn., have be(!ll 
crco Colo home. 
•mmcr . St'. le(t . Wccl ~ 
wec•k.H vlsll with. rc!
o.n<l Cr-d:u· J!'all:5. · 
1ck is expcct.lng hHt' 

L iobcrlllau, or St. 
l ilH .W0(·k for u vl::;i l . 
evl L ndtL a.nd daugh- HI~ S~lfCc l' ccl l!lUo pain. At'l ll i:'l t•it! l
•one, are vl~ill11g r·c:J- (lt·cn wc~ t' l! llP-ro before· h is cfOntlL 1 0:4· 
clay!:! nt \ Vu.lllngf.olfl. on ly ~ln11 g-h1<•!·· l 1'lor:t. · arrived f • :.11 • 
·as here fl'om Belle Wn~hPlg-l·on, D. C., St>\'c>r:l l cJny~ n;~ )', 
vi:.;itlng hOJ•lC t:oii<H I nncl lti:! lion, Prof. ,J. \V. \.Yil l'IP:• ''" 

L . };.., cnKbl'i<ticn . flH· South Prtko1.:t ngriC'nlLur:'(J <'Ol! · ! '.'(' . 

Lilt; ~lslo F l'cdcricl<.- C'nn 10 \Vt!<htcs<ln.y. M ,., WII~O)l ' " :•:• 
the ,v-oe lc in Ne\'tt( ... :.t <'lg-hl.y - six Y<':tt·s of ~ .. p;0. n ncJ h n.<l ri,., NI. 
. D . A. CU1c!.LI1 meet.' ln :lti <J vicinity t~lxty-[Olll' ye:u·s. ! ft.: 

Wit ~ 'J.':tmn <'OHnty ·~ mo:~ l: clif:Ut: ;',.' : :\~! .. 

,, 

)}Ul M onuner, oc Cc
'ueti<lay [l.t the horne 
L·otller, l•'ru.nk. Mom-

;ood rich, oL \Vn.tor
thc cclebm.tion anu . 

·r·· sfst·eJ' ··Ml.., · · ·1:~· 

u l n.nfl mo~t b<~lov~cl cltlzNL c~ ·.-;;, , 1 , : · 
f.o tho ln.tc n~s~ or t.l•e ·]l(Jtrl' ' i t ·i ~ , , u .•. ,.~ ' ·, .••. 
l y imposr.; ihln to v,lvn .. a. :udc rvi n: : t t~~· ··· ... '

1 
• 

vi ew oe M t·. v;•nson 's . .'.ri'ottth le ci:.:: :- ~;~ •.... · · 
a.nd n · mon~ oxtcnded ··obituary w :iiJ · .. b t! ·~ .. ,. ... 
.printed· next· week. · .. ,,! :-: •. ;. ~ .. ·' ,. ,· •. ~ .. 

- .. . , t..;l' t .... 

::harles Dravo, of 
here · vlsitin'g t.l'.e 

\lesdnmes Burnh::.nt . - . 
Mr~. Fl'o.nlt Eurly'a 

::ediu· Hapi<ls Satur
ith their aunt, ~!rs. 

... 'l~.h e .f.unc.ral ,l:ler.vt(~~::; w ,111 bE\.. n J ··. li.r9:< 
TJ. P. cJ1u r·eh in 'I'rn.e1; 'a:t· ? .p:··r ) 1~ ···'· •. ·· 
morJ.'Ow, 8:1f:urd[ty: i ll ' 'chttr~·c ·~ r '•:;;·~··v~ · .. ~.;. · 
Wrny, of 'l'r[I.JH1ttlllity, ... : in ,,, "'JJ ;r~fr , '· ·• 
Cl'ltJl:cr.. M r·. W il.'.!on worsJJippcd :. r m •.iJY ~ ·~· 
Years. P riv<.1.te sct·rtces. foP tb <:-. .' i tn-. '··~: · 
merliatc fn.mily w ill he held nt r:iiJt: . ; · 
home u.t l l a. m. · The C(I.Sket · \ vtff ·, : ·:' 
then 'be borne to th~ Clllll'Ch, WlJ (:,-C 

the body will lie in stn te f rom 1 .::! i.f) 2 
'dOn received a \'!Sit .O'ClOCk, 'rhc fi ve SOlH( 'O.nd 3. nep iH•W 
}lt from her po.rentn, ' wlll act as pall bearers. · . 
.. n.obcrts, or. Albert I t ls expected· .that numcJ'OW9· ,. . . 
. t ·· friends of the departe4 w1ll be·· here ,. ,. : • . 
P arsons \family, of f rom other cities ~nd . ot~ler· co~n lie~. <· . 

een 'visiting home TRAER ··TAKF,S ~ ·. OUT Ol~' -(4 . ; · 
~eck, and · ~o.klng <ll .. _ , . . ,· ., ., 

nn.scb:A.l~ Team 1\Inl<es. Gt;~~ ,Showuag: . ·_i 
~ • . ' d ·of . the .1Jusi:
fo.t . ~ll.tOWll, .. StW!'l.t 
tho , ,~eel< with her . 

. ...... .: . t" . . ~ .. 

f Sioux · City,·~ ·:~lis 
visit this week ,w\th 
Ella ·White, · here on 
da. ". ' ~ 
n · tamlly le!t Sn.tur-, . .-, ...... __ , ..... __ , _,..., - .. .. 

..- Dtn·ing Celchra~iou; ··("'. · :,. ... 
. . . . · .. ). ·. . . . . ... .. \. . .. ·; . 

. . . . TL'aet,. r.;, c,lilticr .3· · ·· '· · ~; :.;' 
Tt·n.er invaded ... Clutiet· Sundav rf n(l. ··: .. :··~ 

de~e·ntcd;.:th'e all ·hit··e·d · .teiuu ·. or that' ,:, .. ; .. :': 
pla.ce in· ohe of the best- s·ttmcs· .tlJ n J u - . · · /.\ 
Nl.la · li ~wE' pln.yed this t>cio.son, the tina.r 1 

• •• 

s core being 5 · to 3. Tarlton; of ·'· lH~s 
Moinoa, was on the mound for . 'fntcur· 
n ...... ,1 A t~ .Q.-..-. ---. • .. 
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I ANY FREE ATTRArTIONS \ 'Ill(,} ILC!t8. X ou JtftOUIU tOJOPllOIJ(J ror 
lJ ~~:~ttl~ to be Hurc. ot good oncH. 

MJ\NY 'l'lt18UT!n8' TO 11TJ\MA ,JIM" 

N c~wH of De nth BttnaS. TcJc~omun~ ot 
~~YtnP't.~hy- f1~ NotM ~ubJJo ~Ion 
Ihe news of the: crittca.l Illness u.r.<l 

c.
1euth ot ,'rumn .Jim ';wuson 1lnHh~d 
tht·oug~out tho co.untry lust wook, 

A LON~ER Hl6~ S~HUOL 
ltoc>tfa.tfons \VW Start o.t 8 :ao 11 

ot 0 This Yoor-Enro1Jmcn 
. to De Lal'gcl'. . 

Next Mondn.y, Sopiomhor · Gth, ~ro\Jght tclogr.nmt~ · at sympo.thy n.ud ,.. 
ltrH!H tho big tall tcatival o.t n:va1ut, <:onclolence to tho ~ ~. tSercltvc<'l 1'o.mlly Tho Tra.er..-publlo Hchool will 
111 0UtH.:cmcnt o! which ltl mn.de In u. ~rom. mo.l1Y pro~i~drl~···; public men, on Monday rhorning, Septombet 
rgc ud~Ol'tiHemcnt clH•:lwhen~ 1n thiR many !ormcrly .' ae~~J~t~d tn pubHc with a full corvs ot tco.chers. 
HIC O! tnc 'Stnr-CJJpper·. 'l.'hiH big Hervlco In . Wu.Hhinrto~ , with Mr. Wll - list With the subjects 01' gro.dea . 
lcbmtlon lR under the o.usplcoH ot Hon. They ~how. · t,-.tho' ·,,·ontccm with they wHI teach and the home o.<l• 
e M. Gi P . Post ot the .Amei·lco.n which he . and· hls :;;;o;.k. were rcg~.:~.t·d- · CH h1 a.s follows: . ·· 
!gi'on nncl the boys are going to put <:d. We !,rivr:! tJcJoW'ia !tew of them· C, W. Bangs, ·superintendent 
' tho blggcat ccle'bro.tlon evor hold lu · !•'rom :m .. T.: ·Mer.eattli; · secrotur; of normal ·training· teacher. 
I'Bart. A complete vrogram has been :Jgt·lculttH·e, o.t .Wa.ihWBton came tho De:mtta A: ·HaJ1, , litgh achool r 
ro.ngcd !or the day and wtll begln !ollowJng: ... ' :::·~,itt( I .' I pal and Lathi teacher: Wesley 
10 o'clock with music by tho Dy- "Mrt!. 'McJ·oclitll~~j{~.::nys~lt extend ;rwiri A~wood,· science o.nd 'n 

rt band. · Plenty ot cnt<gtalnment ~o you 11nd othex;:~~.!lliJ'~rs o! ~he !a.m~ · mattes: ~airfield, Iowa. 
Ll:l been arranged tor both old and ·lly our hearttelt~· 81.mpdhy. In you'r Al.ice P. Reed,. English; Mt . . 
•ung throughout the day, such ae berca.vement. I k~o.!f..r.t~at r cxpresd n:?t, Iowa. · ._. ·· : · · 
ccs of all kinds, tug of wa.r . and the . sentiment . O!"~all"' t}le~. membcrs of Gladys :Workman, history 
any other sporUI and ~onteats, bas~· - the depn.rtr;ncnt ' <if!'agri'culturc nnd o! math~matics; Dea Moines, lOWJ 
•11 game, ,wrestling ina:t~he!:! ;· ' boxing t:Q,e countrY.. · as ··· Q: . ·~~le . whon I SP.y Q!ara· .. Savage, home econoiD:ict 
lltches, D Arvllle S1aters ·· in comedy, ,that in t~e Cleath·:··ot, · )r~.ur fa.thf!r ·ow· Moine~,- Iowa; . .. 
1ging . n.nd dn.nclng P.e.rtor.mn.nces, nation .has-)ost onea>t.:.lti foremost cit- J:ohn S1.ger, manual training: 
•ropla.ne demonstrations ~' u.nd fliglt~~· izens, · and· agt:lctil~~fe.Ni.: great t 1·t~ud .~ina, , Misl:l~u:,l. 
td many other attractions: Wo.tso~·~· )t?,?d ben~!~.Lctor.".·· ~~;: .){1> .. · .~anda . Arney, music; Mar 
chestra "Will !urnlsh ~usic .. fo~·:.::·:~ ·· }~t'f!'rorr: . the v~ne~~~~e}~ ·Congressman ~o'w,~~-· I,owD.- ·. ·. 
mce both o.!ternoon and eventntr J<>sevh G •. cannonr·.from. ·Danvllle Ill ' - ~~rna Sherrett, junior high : 
I'Sa~t's ' beo.uttru·l po.~k ·affords · 9..~ ,tli? fol~_O'Y~~8' ·.~~~ .f+C,th~~d: .. 

1 

• ! ' -~~l?Oipal ~~d history teacher: 
eat place with plenty ot shade, lawn .. 'Your ·fat}ler : 'fw(:.1:~Y 'lfe long · Lucr?tla. Owens, mathernaUct: 
td ·esh _water · tor. picnic .dinner.s. ~r1end . .. I _sympa~!i' ~~ith you." .~clence, Trae~ . . 
all ·our pl~ns now to celebrate at : .. The,::toJ ;owin&')l~. . ~t'e · was !rom W Marguerite · W n. 11 a c e , E r 
I'Sart, La~or day~ TJ?.e Legion wants Iow,a/~ ; j~~or I .ee~ o.~: . William 'tJ. ~ .ashingt«?n, . Iowa. 
is to be .a real ho.mecoming~, · Kenyo11,.;~:~.:-- ·"· :;;:~J?~f.~}i_,>l: . . . .- Ada ¥ae .. :W~tesfde, sixth 
The program is a.CJ follows: . ··:· "Please · :exte.nd·: :~~~the': .family · .and ~ahoka; . ··l~s?~rl. . .. 
10·:00-Music by_ the· Dysart· band. accept for·>. yourself:£my .'deepest sym- ·.; Mab~l Rei~,'~·~fth grade; TraE-
10:30-March to city park. ·· pa.thy 'in tne - dea:tl\!:~f~our t.B.ther. The· · , ·Amber. : Macki~/.'fourth·'grade; 
11:00--Address ot day. :. . .. . natlon ·, hrui~lost!.one:tolt ltA' truest men, M1lls, Io.wa: ~·:. . 
1::oO-Ptcn~c dlnner·. at park .. ··. -In·. sending- li;_'.me~p~! condoleri~e :· ·Eisie' Geyer, third· grade: Tra~ 
1:30-conqert bY,'Dy~rt · band. Perry s. Heath· .. 'o~; Jlo • .-.~.111 K . Beulah Wetzel ' second I 

·1.30.- 5:00-Da.nc~ ·· at,.-. opera ··.house, ·· . ' '::J.·J:i'··- ~w:n .. e, y., a Traer . ·· . .' r 
'atson's .. orche'stra. ·: -< ·· .···:~,:· ;• ; . · .:e~mous .,.· newsP,";L.Vo!'~~~~·p~~ll~h4=lr, .who ... · .: · · · . 
2 :.oo-:p~A'~yllle · Sl&ters, · ,. :co·medy, was fir~t asatB~~t~.~ . ter genorul • May .. May~ard,· first grade: T l 
.ncing. and singing; ' free. :.~. ":'•' ·. · ·. · .. under ... ~rf!,.id·cnt~.r.-~ 6ley., the man .Since . Mond~y, September 6 
2: 30-Race~, ' tug of war' · be~tW'eeri w[Lo · established::~~·; 'ade practlcil Labor. day pupils will be enroll< 
lected .teams . from · Tama and ·Ben .. · the rural'· tree ·.deUV.e ' "ot ·m·ail said· signed their l5ooks and lesson 
n counties, .·spor~s :a~d · c~:m~~e~t.s;~~ ;an . "He distJnguisb.e¢~ilfizt~·elt , anci' ·add::· -~.he'r( _r~I.~ased . for tP,e day. . 
~~:5_·. BaRebS::n ·:.LaP .( ·:·:·"'---. .. ,._ e~ lustre to:. 'all ~jA'~~~Jj~;:p:oslttons of . · The - juni~rs and seniors in th 
yaart: purse ·:uo_Q:·-·"" ~~:. ~t. -!~ .}fJl Y~· hon~.r ,a~,d '· tr!l~.k-~9~!.-~re.d .. upon ~lm/' ~ch~,?l _ar~. as~~d.: to S:chedule on 
7:00---Band :concert · . . ~ >: ....... : -- .;•., A telegra_m -;~.~.!C~!ved !tom · a . a~ __ ,m,o~nl~~· · Sevtember ;4th, t 

'·7:30;7-J?'i\:rville .:.stste·rs ln·. blg_ .. freo sw,.te .. ."~.9~xenti~J?-~ O~~~~a;~er~ in North ~~0~ at 9 o clock and the Jun• 
re.et p.crtormanc'!e; J ··:. 

1

) .; ••• ~,c,, . · Caro~l.n.~; who· !~~z:.uct!t:t: the ~.cretnry . . ..o ;otock_. The r~st ot ·the ·high 
.8 .,o,,o-, Wrestl1.ng .match, ;· Schi{•;ber, to ._wlr~ ... Mr. Wilsom~~r. expresslon ot Wlll report at 9 o clock Monday 
· A.Zpes college; va. ·F~sse~·. o.t:;::OttPorte .. deev '- regret·· over~ Jiis :.-iline8s· · a.n·d thelr 10fr···;:'·· · .'(':.-: · . ~ ··· . 
;;l:~ ·~~~sh-·~rttop. .B_oxi~~~~~~~.,t.: ,..,I~h to~ .a. spe~·~~-~~~~el;i'. . . · '-! ' R~.~i~tlons . in the high scho 

t M:ltthi~:n.-~~nr.lis~
8: ·.ra:~~-~~~£- · · • Ot.t\eJ.7 .. m~::r:h:l~t!;·.o~:.~:r.;~:;..~~.~~Y were -~o~~~c~ at·· 8:30 this Year 1nst 

eseh·. u.nd :Geo. Kayal~er;_ -9.\t::rree. . . ~rom ~rank. Hitc~co_g~~w~o w.ns chief · w . ~ .- : • ~_.. .This · is in line witl 
8 :-<>O~D.ance .. at.: .. oP,ero.·: housEJ';·\,Wat: .. :of~ t~e_::. diyiston· · p~:?.91.~1gn ,marlteta of .ttehndenc~ in many places to 1e; 

•nls ·orc}\estra; ... · ... ;. ~·r. ·' _.i;·· • . · the dcp«rtment 'ot;· ai~cultura.l und )l' ·. ~ 8?h~ol da:y ·ln the high scl: 
AerOJ)lane - .de~:n.'on~tratlo~s . and. Sec~eta~:Y ,Wiison ',f<ii!;~~ftime and latet; ~rder that pupils m~y do !1}0 
~htq ti\rougho~t. th.e. d.ay. b.y .t)le. ·.: -~11- .be~n.r.n. e . . post. inaster:·:,~;eral . h'l ·Prest- ~heir :s,tu(t~n-~ · at scho.ol under 1 
.;.· .1~~~~~m.pany; •· ?~ :W~t~.r~-~.o~\.,:,: de!>-t .:'f'!l:.~t·~ i.cat?llllft: ··~ ·. }?se_phil4~~: .1ect~on' Qf the~r . ·teachers. Th 
, ~~L;;:-'At: 'thc'-:MetilO<ll.St':c!lw.CJi~F w·:.?;.~ ;Kennai.-.:W'!l?· Yfrui' ~'ttor~'!(ttJ~~nera~ ·i~rt-· -~~;g;~~-e~t ~m . .~.~~!te it· poss1bl( 
'"Mnn. the ·Worker" wtii ; be :_the ·.pis:·. ·de: President ~~~itl1~~~~h·a· close ~h .• I e ~Y -~~~q .. ~.ight p~rl?ds 
~~·- th.eni~_.. a:p:.: ~o:;_45 .. ~\Tlie:. 'Sund~y ,!ri~nd .~CSc~t·etat·y Wlloo~~)lO~· a ju~- a~ seven. · . 
1ho 1 ses~lon . at npon .. :· The Epworth t,!c~,. of.··tM ·: Ul)itetl Stu.t~l!l tl•;suprEl~e thi~· 1!1~!-e .enl'ollmcnt is lookC' 
eo.gu.e · .devoti'onal. meeting at . 6: ao: ~o:u~~; :·.R. M . ., Ite<.>~e. the pr~ent chlet a1l ~e nu~bt:r of tutu 
tenin8' -· W<>r9hlp nt -7:30.':. :At'thls' se•·.;: · Cl~rk· ~:of.• the department·. o_t' p.grleul-. fils ~as st~a.dlly lnc~a.sed for a 
leo mi~, pnator will' give 'o. second' acl-· ture,.' at Washi'.1gton : C. F. ,.Ctil"tls~. ot --er 0 years . .An unusua.ll~· large 

-- -~ · ~·"'" +,., .. md. ·.o~ w'l'lhA' TTfiCn ,"'Cln'J1· .tlie:-Rtate collogo llt Ames: and Henry. ~ehr 1Kratdhu1ated from the c 
· · - --- .. . .... _ -·- -- .... A.... ..c oo e e svrlng and slnoo 
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.tJ'AMA ,JIM. \VII ,SON 
Mttell HTH.tc~ In thiH pn .. por 11.1 uovot-' 

eel to tho life nn<.l ciMrJ~>J or our· lu.to h o
loY<'ll nml dletl nguiHilc<l clt l ~o n, .'J.'nn!IL 
.Jim vVIllllm, ht.1l 11(1 llllH'o thnn }H~ rto ~ 
r-l't!rVf'.'H, Ou r· f!'lonrl llvccl moro tiJU.IJ 
four HCOrO YC'I~I'Ic4, yr; t It WU.H with ptdn 
1hat. W<J wltno~sc<l hiH JJilt~HIIlJJ, Tm.or 
Jleoplo woultl llko to hu.vo hu.d him 
Jive !tt-l Jon~ aH 4h oy live. His life wus 
nn exu.mple o.nd lmq>lrnllon to hiR 
friends. He was u. ~H'lf mn.d~ rna.n, yet 
ho t'NJ.chcd one ot: tho ltls.;-hcst plnces 
In whi ch the 1mtlon cnn 'place a. cl UJ 
zen , purely by his nHi t·ltH. ' No other 
'm nn h:ts Hot·vcd so long In '(he .cabinet, 
none otJ1cr under !io mrwy PJ•eal<lcnt.tJ. 
No s ccrctur·.v o: agrlculttu:e ever gnv~·
the nn.tlon one-hal( the service that 
Mr. Wilson ga.vc it, In fa.ct he created 
ln r cHult!l wiHLl th~ otllce hn.d been In 
nnmcl. 

Mr. 'Wii Ron was a strong RepubH
<':Lil ctntl lew were mor(; iutorestcd o t• 
IJet.tcr po~o~tcd ln public a.ffu.ira. In his 
prime his counsel and ndvlce were 
freely sott~~ht hy tho Hepubllcnns or. 
stn.lc and nation. J-l n was not an ori.t~ 
tor, his v oice ww-; not pcnetn~tlng, yc:t 
few men coulcl glvo mol'c pr:tcti cal u cl
clre!-4!;<~~ on polllic·al or farm topics. He 
mnric tnaltors 11ln.in ftncl 110 a.lways 
~IPOI<c with an honest cot)victlon. He 
,.;a~ :\n a'ble wt·it<;r. Wo hn.ve seen 
Jlirn ~-lit clown In nur ofT\c~ ttnc1 writ.f~ 
:t t:<•lumn or g-ood ed itorial m a.llc;· 
wi thou t a motw~nt:s lnlcr'l'upt!on. HiH 
mind worked freely, but It tou clte:d 
t h e dcpthH. 

It O~IH!l'WII!O'( 'J'IIO 'tJIA" CXpC•J114C- · IL 

1 hi I'd 01' lllOI'll Of 1.1.11 OUI' tl.lXOI!4r ~0136 f. ') 
1 )J(• Hc~ t1ool'1 . 'l'hl! Hl!llllhllr:IUII4 Jo ur•t. 
r·un tho 14choolt4. 'l'ha lc.•vlml u.r·o rnu.clo 
by th <:.r f.u.xpu,V<II'H t.honuwlvel'l, l'IACllt ut 
1Jo!llc-. '\\ ·() JJMNl to PtLY t'UI'ttl tc.•:H·h~· · .. 
In 'f'LLillll. eotJnly U!i to UO .pur JJJtllll.h 
N'ow we pns thiJrrt $00 to $100. q11-11 
i-lcrl'ln~ hiJ·o 1'01\(\ JJ\1Pl't'lnt.ondl'nll4 ., ,. 
co11nt.y otllcot•n u.t. tho wug(18. ot toll 
)'nn. r·~ n~o '! <:n.n he bonrcl lntco.no 1111<1 
bllncl rttHl poor• pcopl(l nt. tho <>1<1 
pl'l<:w~·? 1..~1\n ·he contruct for Htcol 
hrl<lg-t•H OJ' Ctlll1COt culvt•r1.s u.t prr;wur· 
flg-u rca., H h<: cun he cun <lrtl.W $60 • 
000 a y1:r~r ma.nnglng bfg bualnosG, 
~lc:h• hcs.~U~ *7;000 n. year ue goverll· 
cr. Taxes n.r·c hlg·h-morc Uiiin dou
ble whn.t they wc1 o, but so nrc wngot.4, 
80 Ill llvl tH~·- Cnn h~ expect $40'0 lund 
lo pay no more tu.xes than $200 lund? 
Should ~~ !itocl< or merchnndl Mo wor-: 
$25,000 be taxed no .more t.hnn when 
1t wa.s w o rth $10,00(1? TttXC!f ttre no 
l· l g-ht~ t· In Heptlbllcnn counties ·tha.n !n 
Dcmocru.tlc counties, nnd ns .a. ru •<! 
Hcpubllca.n stntcH nrc run more cr-o 
nom lcttlly thnn Democratic st.a.tes_, 
The Democrats hu.ve run thlngg since 
\¥1\~on kept us out of . wa.r, ·und t \:. ·, 
world l1:tn never witnessed such finnn
c!ttl tlehnuchcry,~ such r'3okloss nud. ot
tcn c rlm ln nl !!(junn<lc:r!ng ot rr.onP.y nR 
hn~ disgraced the Democrnt!c · a.dmfn .. 
i :;trn tl on. 

At her two-<lu.y cele'bratlon lnbt 
we<.:k Truer hn.d thousnndH of people 
or n ll ages nn<l cha.rncters. 'l'hcy cu.mc· 
u1rly nn<.l remn.lnod lute. Many-of the 
young- folks dn.nced · until 12 or 1 
o'cloc:k ot night nnd it WM 2 or 3 ' b(l
fore the' Htrccts wc:rrc dc~scrtcd. lll ti:c 
lwo da.ys nnrl two nights not an ar·
l'f:~t was' made, not u. single -person 

)lt·. '\Vi l~on·~ li ff' "~N: t!J l:trg<' ly n. lif<• wa~ lnto'xic::ttcd, t here was no (!if:. 
or pttl>lil' s ervie r;. l ie was o11e or the t urbn.ncc of n.n~' a0rt. Hn.d H not be~n 
men in publi c: li [<\ w ho r.;lrn more for the cong-eHte<.l auto traffic on t~:t.<.' 
than their ~ala.1·y. He dltl not covc1 p rinc ipal sl1·cel:-J · no polico officP.J tt 
wealth. llr~ couh1 havr. rlle<l rlch l1:1t1 woultl have becm nccd<Hl. Can yotJ 
hi!:> r~ nendes !wen dircctetl towo.r<1 ask rnorc: prooi of. the cmcu.cy of prn~ 
w ealth·. \VhlJc he waR popular in !'· iblllon? Twenty-11vc yenrs ago when 

''\\.~'i1'r}}~r:foi1; ·· J. l!l:'.t:rv:~t.tg a. tlcn1.onstrn.- Traer h a11 Hr.tloous it •wouw hn.ve kept 
1 inn .. on~ retlrJ11:; n~J''~o other c~Lbin t:'t a do:r.cn ::>oli ce n·,cr. ht!SY to k eep Ol'<H::r . 
ntficGr .. t:;'f-..cr· rc}ceivecl.":~l.J lc w as, unlil<e The jail would not h,n.ve hold tho mett 
~·o~;:.tnp • ; in pllblic life\, equ:dly vop- :rn~str~d. 'fherc v.·onld ' h::i.vc· been nu~ 
ula.r·.~a l home. Though ~\. slrong He· !nct·ous fights. Onl" who llCI.S not lh·
P.U..bii<';J.n, many of hi~:; warmest Nl in 'l'rncr n rtuurtcr of a. coht:try o 1' 

frie·n ,is w ere 'l)r•mocn1ts. •HI:-; years :ong-c r cn.n not r cnll?.c ·.the cJu~ngc 
: .sp~n t in publl<: life "'ith tl),e grca.t wJ·oug-ht l.l)" thr) n,l)Oli~hmcnt of, b'oc.?~c. 

-i~~.:;inen or th e world never tu\rnccl his An intoxlcn.tcd mn.n Is not seen on t11C 
' ]1ea.d. He w a!3 a. mn.n or the 1 common f'tl'ce ts now In u perlotl of months. 

. 
1 
P.~ople. No on e oC thr:- . hom? f jolks was 1'he disg•Jstillg sight was a daily nf

.so humble but that 1\tt·. '\.V1lS~t1' w ould fair twenty-five years a.go. 
·. ~root hin.1.· upon t11e stt:ect.l H e was I . -

·-·~ the sa me ·quiet. common. lo ·ab le rnan The Jo:~cna.t~ is now Rcpttbllcan by a 
after earning and receivin_r;t the plan- rnn.rgin of one senatorship. Senator 
<llts 'or the nation,. after rnyngling with Gror;nn. hns 'been defentcd In the H.~
the grea.t m ·en o( the worljct, as h e was publican primaries by a. non-pa.rtlsti.r: 
before h e went to congr"-':~s. ..:a.ndld1\te. Unless 11ep~bl1cnns stnnd 

Our good fri end l~uo/"left u s . but his l l_oya.lly b~ their party nominee'S in C1e 
life will be an insp1rll.tlon and exam~ fall clr:,cttons the senR.te is ,:Very likP.lY 
ple to the young m~n of Tamu. county, to be Democratic by a. sma.ll .margln .. 
of Iowa ·ancl the ~urld for g enerations You can't hav~ a. Republican a.dmin
to come. He. loved the 'home foll<.s as lstrnt!on n.nd vot~ !or Democrats. 
he did ' no otlF::'r people, howeve r not
( :d. 'l'hey lo~:~cl him us no other Tn.ma 
connty man hu.s hcen loved. 

"liD Kl~l''l' 'US our1• Ol<' \VAR" 
AutOI\r! !.he fnmmtA ~n vlnll'lo( nr 11l..a. 

How a.'bout that little matter of n.l
most. two billion dollnrs . lost by .the· 

.Liberty bond holders wb.en thcll' se·
~IPs n<lpro<'lnte<l? 0 Scnlltor Hal'tl-

.... , ...... ~ 
'!'IIIII It 
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a, ·192o 
! ~ !: •• ! ,; ;·;' !;.;;; =-

,· M :·'~·> ·wtt· so···N. ·· ; , " ~~ . 
" ' I . .. .'. 

: • •,) • 1/ 
'I •I '·' I t f J I '11 l·d ,., 1 1 1 ' 

J •,'' ' ' ' 

'\tife:of . Tra.er's .... Gre~te~t: 
le· Career of' Rub lie Selvice. 

., 

ot st. ierriblo dhJou.t-; 
!or hl~ wit& and . 
t he N1lc~tlon tbe.t 
to honor him with 
c(J n.s a tso1<11ar. ' 

:·. hoMe who trJcd to 
con:Hmtlni thu.t 1f 
the t>OQPle ot low 
g1vo h\m, · n.nd he 
btm8et!, , Stan<llDf' 
tQld tho houRe t <. 
vut Geneml Grant 
, Mr. W.UHon en j· 
ot being tlte ftr~t 1 

. . . gf~,,. from lowu.. tl;ll c.otll~ farm wlchout .fences. Previous After.; . his Horvlc 
~ to· thn.t ~ne: X>oltcy had been to fence. wnson took uv : 

t~~ crops u.nd let tho cn.ttlo run, · I•~ ·He ha.<l been hu.lf 
fs.rr_JHJ wer~ !ovr; .llttle lo.n~ ~n<le~ :cul .. ·tho Tra~r · Cllppc 

· ttvntl~n an~ I>llMtll ~a : ro.nre .~xt~ni!l,ve. o.n<l put thta po.pn1 
a ~Nhon th1~ .otder. cha.ngod ~hflre wua, it.ed the· to.rm del 

· n~t no.tlvet lmb~r .en.ough to. to nco tho. Moines Reg1Htcr ! · 
' l)rai rleH, ~nd ' }>~rbed ; W) re . had . no~ tcr E. g, 'ro.yl or , 
;t{c~n :Jnvc'n~~.·:. I~ w~ ;·rnuc~. lass ox:- stn.r, hu.d bought 

· · l:'~rlN1ve ·to · ·tonce· the· f.~w ·cattle ' than coli dated thu two 
.e,n· :th.~ :pra.J?:'le~. Joseph' D;r.se.Ji . WM forme<! o. syndlca· 
'fietlat'or, o.nd tho · ty.-p , To.mn. COJmty whlc:h Mr. Wll~o: 

or ·~~n wor~~.d. ~oa-cthor and . Hccurod ·a. •ra.ylor CLIJ mana$ 
!i Ja.yr th.h~ Pf?rmltt6<1 countlcs n.t their threE-: columns ot 

0· option tO fence cnttlo tn or out, M'1·. In pllitcs At or 
. 'th~ Wll'!on was .placed on the ra11ron.d Jowo. pn.perB UH< 

·J~hn· cp.mmlt~~ •. The S'rant 1)! land ot 18h6 contln•J~ a part 
·· n··· t.o: t~e Iowa.' ri\1lr~a.1s had•. ln.pRod to r01• »eve 1·a.J yeu.rH, 

on .. ·'J{:· the ~o.ver1_1m·ont, be.cn.uao . it hu.<t. not to AmM. 
n :• . G bt~on earned, Cons-roHB then reg1 u.nt- In tho mc11nthl 

F r.rii· m~ e.d lt to the sta.te to dlspo!.io of It att It rcgont ot the Ic ~ ...... ;....,,·- ·lliUJ.I.l ........ A.,, · : ·>:~0.<1 ~cemed , best • . The vccul.ln.r posltlo.t u.n<l in 18!)1 ho ' 
, ,.18:" .My· o~upled ~'Y \he · ~ra.11:sport:atton Hltua- cha.lr or pmctlcn 

/'llfest;··~· ·r~····· ·- >:alcf 1 fo llC?n a.t that tlmo WUS that tho ru.ll- Iowo. stu.lc colleg 
·hY,JnPs: r?a.ds ~cnled the rJght or tho Htnto t.o Am eH :.t.nd dlrcctc 
ler!n~n, interfere at ' o.lt with !rclght n.n<l pas- lment station. I 

tth t!engor ro.tes. 'l'hc ru.llron.d <:ommlttco grt:latcHt lm~trnrnc 
o! .. ;scvcntoon mombors, upon whlcl1 \.p o.griGIIltur·ul l 
Mr: Wilson wtUl pln.ccd, Wll!:l evidently f.vor ho.(!. He Bl 
constructed with co.re. Mr. WllHon rce<llng, hrocdlng 
'suggeRted it waH tho proper time to fng, buttf~r '"n<l 

Purmort ·settle the que8tlon whether or not th~ <lenlng tLnd goo<l 
........... ,', ..,. . 'ot ' tb~ &tate c·ould control r o.t(l.R by, reRervmg It waa in F0b1 

¥,'·~~~~~~~~~£ .He the right 'to ·.regulate it thfl land11 were J·ccelved wo~·d of 
. rerr:cm· .a donation; N ·>t.onc other mt.mtber of Prcslclent McKtn 
er·ator:. ot tho Co.mm.itt~e 'WOUJ.~.' agree to COfl13lt~· portfolio Of FIC,';!r ................. , ..... ~.._ ... , •ih'ore thC.r\ :er tno: proposition, so he. brought tt t.'l.ktng up the .h 

cH\ Inm:nuilu.I,,.VA>.r. • . ~:Ho . toid of betoro. the house in a. mln,..,rlty report. March. The Rt.: 
I~an ' o..nd the The tlght .over the quostt.on was B;lll - u.ry G, 1897, cxpl.;. 

'-'-'-•·• 111• ·· .. "~8 :,~:-i oi ;Des.• Moines, mated o.nd cnrne~t. T~1c ho~~se sux- ment camo t,o ~\l 
' '1;to;.' that. 0·r ·tatncd Mr. Wll~on and pas~ed . tho b11l, acl0ctlon of ra.n 

·~ ... ;,,'tr l'f/'1<\. :: service wG:s · rcservl~g .to the stat~ the rig1tt: to t·eg- te~t duo to the 
.PI"''~~ll.. as i:rla.mii JJm '.lla~o rat('s, though the .committe() Scn~!Pr AlliROn, . 

, 1 ':· .'4
• , • was solld againRt him. One after a.n- !ull :(/ ·~ware o! h 1 

' • ~~hitorlum' ·.cth~r ' the ril.!Jroa.da h r..d .tllelr ·ju.ndB r~ · Qualn4t.ncc o! ,Je' 
> tl'owora.·. rn· ::.·iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~iiiiiiiii~iiiiiiiii lbutes: !rota. I 

.relative~ there 
"'--··'·"-•eces from v~rl-" 

. ·the de-· 
~· the · IowA.. 

., ;·the om.Ccr-H· 
college , at 

rg; /, of ' Den 
v;tntcn~::. ..c.r:n~.Pter . . ot th~ 

. , . 
.. ,. .. 
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11 S!2Y'Mw • :~: ! THE TaAER .STA&CLiPP.ER,.~A.BB, i.OWN. 
- ··------. ..,._.:,, !! ...!..!.,.._ __ !;!! !; L ___ .,,! !!! :. ! I • -! .. ! ! !I : ! .2 : 2 :: • 

or. st torrlblo <liJJilu.r~o without X>rovls1un prox1matct-y' i~;o~o. · Mr1 w uson db· tho roocl wl.lhc 
tor hits wit~ ar.d family; dying 'Wlth tu.lnod on thq{,m~~lU:J ot ono o.ohi(we .. ma.ny . .ot w11om 
1'h" l''Hlootlon . that cou.gorCHI'I ho,'a tallctt' mont t~ttor sJ.,nother;: ~ntH tt becn.me'·. « tJ1m· tHroughout 
t.o honor hlm with 'Wl11~t h'o ba.cl .earn.. 1inlV<lrHa.l t bellpt:, limohg th~ :, tarmer• ·tho · pro,ence ot 
o<l nJPJ n · t~oldter • . ' Mr. · Wllson said. to that the 4eruirtment· ot agrlcutturo Bryan · ·and· Boer 
: hoMe . who tried to' dltlHua.do hlm .. from WWt worktn• ".With. a ' Hingle mtnc1etl. Hotitton they .P 
conM nt.tnrc that lt he did not conoont lJUrpote tor thetr ... bon~f\t, · · . ·: · ··; ,.; : ... . Jfte •. slzo' bronze 

·• ·· · the PfJt>Ple··i ot Iowa. would xrovEJr !or- Irl ' the ~ti.M:getn·ent <I! the depa.ato: J)llca ·ot wh!~h ~ reatta.' t givo h lm, · and· he oould never f0 rglve mont (yf .a.&T.i.Culture : h e began with' .partment. Tho 
l \:IS · bimtJel!. Sts.mdiog on hls chair he two cn.rdlna.H·'·ttilo~ 1lnd the . beet ~ngret.IJ · and. ot 
~ · • ' tqld tho houne to. Mf.l.crl11co 111m . o.nd ~fl.rkets tor .t)le •. protluct:Jt ot .the' tarm1 pr~nt. , ·.The 1>: Jervtce.. vut ·Geneml Grant on thi'J retired Jl l.ft./·~ ,find to. JrHluce:1and 'teach tho ta.rm~ra prop,orty ot· Tru

. Mr. W.ilRon enjoyed .the dll$tlncJ;(dn to r ltiHG the very beet exo..mpies of the Jte ltbrury, 
ot bo~ng Ute tirfSt farmer to i'O to con· «.rtlclcs .th.a.t:..the . .market~ wanted. ··· '·.lt/ JTCO.t bom1 

c~. . P roviou.e grOHR from Jowu.. ·. . · Secreta.rY,!·Wl1.0n'- introduced·!: intO· ·Wi~on-wns a~r1. 
,eon to' !enco ··· Atto~ · hiA RAt-vice In congrP.ss Mr. tho , Unltc<l Sta~a; a; ·neat numtier.:ot Iowa. .:at Ames • 
. ttlo run, 1,8

• '!Vllson took . ur, agrlcmltural wrlttng. vo.lua.hl,o· or9ps ~hlch hitherto ·. had radti,' 8. rccev.tto 
1<1 under cu i- He ha.c1 bo~n hu.l! oymor a nd editor ot 11 ~en .mcce~st~l. :only in foreign co~..tt· ~n8'-· fn ;. the colJ( go cxt(Jnl.live. ·tho . T.raGr ·· Cllpper tor ttevcral yoo.rs trios, Amont· /,,the~c wo.e Durum; f:l.ddrcs~w,s .. by. ·ltf 
,a thore wus ~ncl pu~ , th-2 PO.Pt~ r on' Ita foot. He ed.. whoat, wh.icl;l ,;:carne. to yield near.ly Clark; a.~ a ·other 
. to tonco the. 1t..ed the f.arm ·.dcuurtment o! the Des $50,000,000 i~.:y:ear to tho !armer". of cro~d.· exceeded. 
·e . hn.a .not Moine~ R~~Htcr !or a !t;w years. A!- tl1e northwest,;1 :~e thu11 extended the retu~.n.ed to T n 
!luch leaij ex:. ·ter E . I!: . .raylor, publlnh(~r ot the poRBlbllities :o~:;~~at growing ta;r b.e .. ot~ •X!endtnf,' mor 
., ·ca.ttlo than Atn.r, had hought t he Clipper and con- yond the to~~r·. Clif!tatlo limits. Un· bls· Ute quietly 
1 Dysart 'WO..i t~ol.lclated tho two, M~. W.ll1:1on an<l ho der his admfn,!-'tra.~ton the beet sugar c..nd. man~ l'el~ 
a.mu. .00 mt to1 me1! a. f:IYndlr.ate. of Iowa pa.pern fo indus~ry . WA.8 <,:~1Mo~ ~6H!crod, a. 'seruni ~ut in ,rune b e 
1a Hccur~d, ~ ~hlnh Mt•,· Wl!lwn a~ .wrlt<:r and M'r, tor hog' · ~hol.~r~ :W~. ~~covered, the ment ot. Goverr. 
ltlos nt thel. r o.ylor as manager were to turntah· who1c co1mtry: wlliJ · arou11ed on thq a ·commission f 
or out llfl~ th rc<1 ~olumn~ ot fu.rm mo.ttor wncl<lY Hubjoct of tu.~or~ulosls in cattle, ana Europe to · ttu.1 

the rdtJrotv· In plates. A.t one time noa rly flrty tho care o.n4 ;, lia.ndlinfl of milk was .t.ton~ O"t ln~t:est 
. lf.J.ncl t 181 ~ Iowo. PCLPCl'R uHed thla sorvlce. It gyatcmattzed .and :tntprove<1. Sample tnrmer. He' wat 
·ad· ln. 0H(l ~ contln •JC\'J (); Plll't ot Mr. Wll':!on'R wot·k · Hcctlon~ . ot good: road.H were built tu J y Wallace, ot 

, fto..~<l 0 for scveru.l yeu.rH, until lte w u8 culled u lmost overy .. a~to.te, .an<l commu nitles lite long friend 
th<- P • no~ to Amea. were ln~ttuct~d .~.ow to bulld good era. They BPP-7 
Ol:i~ ·-0 [ 1r:Hn~t In tho m cuntip-1o he hurl become u 1 ou.<la wtth · 11ielr.,Jocu.1 mu.tcrto..l. Tho the BritlFJb JRle 
lll rt r ltl rcg~11t ol the Iowa stato un1vorH1ty, to rest~ wcro .. studJe<l , an(l rcmarko.lJJe I ted h1s native 
t tl pos o.\ u.n<l In 1891 he was elected' to tl.le advu.ncoff mado towu.rd tho consorv~- first tlme. He 
~:t t~ Hltu[t chu.lr of. pmct!ca.l a g'rlcul lure 1n tho Uon ot th em·; ~nd tho rot;Jnntlng ot months. 
t th ~ {u. t- I owa. Htule eollego ot agrlculturo u.t tho de!ore~ted area,, In c~nnf.ctlon Tu.ma ,Jlr.u w : 

0 H n ° 0 AmeH ~nd director ot the state expcr- with t h<l departm~nt'fl a ctive work, vice until tho 
ght and paR- lmr~nt sutt!o n. He then became U:e t.he officlu.l agrt'culturul llt cratu:·c was lite whon heal ' 
o..d commlttoo grou.tcHt ·lnRtrmnentallty tor hull<lln{; dev.clop~c! t(),. the '·ewl ~hat (l~part. l-!o was preside 
UI>on which ' ·P o.grlc;ltlturu.l pursuits · tho.t.' 'low'a m~ntnl 'bulJetl(,s ···;becu.mo ot great r1cu1turo.l socic 
wu1:1 evid ently c,vor hu(l. He spread 1nformnt1on on yn.luo arr.ong ·. ~'he ,: !11.rmeru, prcRented mo.gaztnc to w 
Mr. Wllaon feed ing, h reedlng, c ropping, mnrlt.:.t- O.!f they wore irt sl.'tlple lungungo along contributor. 1 . 

oper time to ln~L buttc\r t1..n<l 0heeae mu.ldng, gar- pra~ttca.l l~nes,. ... ·.'·/' to New York 
or or not tho clcnlng and good Jivi ng. Tne o.cUvities,. of ilto ng1·lculturn.l with this poric 
by l'CHCrvmg It W:lf1 in February, 18 97, that lH3 l] cpartmont were' ~xtcn<1cd and multl· During his c· 

1e ln.ndJI were t·ccelved w'o:·d o! hlf.l appo!ntro.cnt by plled from ye!Lr.::··~<>. yestt' by l:lecrctn.ry l~ o was honor~ 
~r m~mbel' or. l?roHident .McKinley to the ca'blnet W11Hon. He •. :.:wn:a. t'<Htppolr.tcd oy u.nd univorsltk 
·co to conald- portfolio dr so-:: roto.ry of agriculture, P.re~ident Ro.osovelt unci ln 1909 wns honorary dcgr< 
1C brought it taking up the :1uttes of the office i l.l .l'O-uppointe~ •. lYI·~-:/;~~.{Iid~nt Tuft, s~.~:. the schools to . 
nl)rlty r e port. March. . The Rtnr-Cllppcr of Fcbrfl- lng. through ·t()Ut •. ~.:llnistratio!l:J• · : ·"V~lty of V 
tlon was n.t11- ury G, 1.897, explains. how the uppol.nt- 'At th0 dose··: Ot{ ts twol!th year ~n . Missouri, Corn• 
o ho.u.ae s'uH- rnent cam o to l'u.ma.. Jim. '!While· the the cabinct>the · activities of the ·de- \Jniveraity. In 
t.SfJed 'tho btll, sei~Jctlon of Ta~na Jim IB to some .,x- pu.rtmcnt of. agricu,lture extended 11'.to D.'s fr.om'ctght 
rtghl to t·eg-. t~nt due to the rt!comm0ndatlon: o! the !oliowing: : .. A.Jricultural sctoncfl. tles. .He also 

;, ... comrh1ttoo SciHl{r Alllilon; .Mr. McKinley :.was . pla~t £.i.Od · a~i~l. breecttng, . farm the university < 
One a.!ter al! · tull 1·!l.ware o.f. his ability from art ac· mttnagemcnt! ,.~~~~'· vegetable produ ~negte, Rufu 
neir ·iandB r c . qu::u ntance o! ,Jevoral years which t11e tlon, insc:ct .Pes~A uac!l~l bir · ari:.a.re the onl 

' •I ,., ' 

' . 

l<.etlng, antma.t:!·1!1!1uatry, crop },. POl'~~d by the : 
lng, agricl_llt~retl ·· t;~emlatry; pm-e" d(.O humorist~ 
an<l . druga, . r.~ad ,i.t~ .. provoment, wea. v · .. 'ti?r, Joe: Jeff 
ct· servtco, f9.J;~~trY• reclamation . agrl- ·rrlends or Mr. 
cultl;lral . e<lu¢.B;~lo.n;,: and cxtcnslon;'~.~he :Throughout 

· ga.f.h ering . · ot:~~agr.icu; t'ural ,~ statlstt ~8, reer, •.rnrua Jin 
.cncolirngein~nt ... oi:aarmenl CO;.opera- .Citratrs at . hom• 
tive organizations ·,and many · oUter coturr1untty. B 
subjects. H9' wr.tS tnatrumental hl ol$:. od .i with. many 
tu.lning the '.i)Q:i~O.ro through cOJlJr-30 l old mcmb(m.~l 
- ,. .. ... • • • ' .... J •• ""' .. • • - • - Ill . .. 
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~~~~t" ~~~:e~~i1:;.~g H:h~s oj~~~!~. Y~~~~~f b~f 
hra~d or horse1, ohtn.lnlng o. crop spent fn tho Cll 
oo,ooo.ooc bur.faels '·fof Atrlca.n durum · Tama. Jim v. 
wheat, the int.}'oductlon of now vnr1- spea.ke.r and -v. 
tles •.,Of riCe f.O.r' ·the HOUth,' th'e .intrO•' mnnd for : add! 
CucUon :'of ·naW.· :Var.tetfes ot alfaltn, 'conventions .of 
~r·om: ·X rabin; ·. S,.~~:a.'~i,; Chili, TurJtestan. n'ds· .. a.n<.'l :Rtu t 
nnd' ·Peru,;' ~s;;l~~~~ :.~~ . now trults. and R,epubUca.n . co: 
vegotablea.. \~ · .. ~ ·/ . . , . dentt~l and: e~ 

He :mw ·. th.e a.g'1'1cultural baJil.nce ot Rbre~d. l!\ . poll 
tra.<10 . i . . . . $2a4,000,(IOO· .to ·OVer Iowtt:· an( 
$425,ooo,o ··: '>'·· · .-···.·~:j.· ·· r'esults ttte . m e 

HfY hail . scourlrig th~ man.' .we· evex•: l5 
WOrld .-tOt'.! . nts,- a..'tt1mal.g 1t /'9fas .-his lot 

· unC:''pe~ ·ci · !:~. Tliir llul~::: bY' ··a,;. s~cec!i !r. 
:jed~· oi. :· om'· thne. · ;jo election. : I'ri · 
time . e ~· attention, :were·· bestowed 
·anU:' had ·of·~ stu~y . · honored. b'y ·:bel 

· 'the; · 

:.LUlU~ ... ~· •• ~ atif 
·.: coupt_e;.. a t' 

: · ·war< 
·py-the- ho:Jl;le. t c 
.1rraerf James , 
9.J:'.r<>'fe~a.~·r· 11;1 
"cultural ... colle~ 
lnii'~n; D.· C.: 
,,; 1 ' .. (, .•.s· • , .· 
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'J:"AEii, iGW ~ 
t .., . . 

:m o'b·. 
lhieve .. 
~me a; 
LrMCira. 
~uJ¥ "' 
r;lfL ..S 

•' 

l ~po.a·t.
l . With· e beet 
rtarm 

. . 
tho . roo<li . wJih()• ol · hltJ · omploYelf, .lntr· ncar ·Tr~r. ·. Jlrothor, "ru! · tlsttr• 
ma.ny Dt w'bom 1 ho.d · worko<t· ··unde1' eul'vlvinfl a~o:·, .. ·w., ;W.elt 
bJ.m tHrou,...hout• the sixteen ., yeaTtl. Xin oommfASIJOn ( 'mor.ohant,' ,'of'.; 

f) pro.:enoo .'of SOorQtary · ot . ste.u Mrn,- JaJJI~ · Slot~, ;.~tLI.er; ltfiiJII 
Bry&Ln an<lr Bocre'tn.ry . ot .AgrlcuJture 'J!raer,t wlth wb.om:. Hr., ·.Wil~J.\ .. ""''"'"'' 
HOUlton . ; thO)I'!JH'Cjg~J'n ted·, htJn· ·w.t th ., a t, .. b().me. m oift :Ot. t~ P. . ttme'~ !·:w.t. JV.-.111 tolll~:~fiil" 
Ute 1tt.e' bronze bust of 'll.tmiJelt, a N~- E4watd~,· ot Cedar · Hc(ghtt;-- Mr~J: .. 
.pUco. .-:ot. Wbi~h .:wwJ• pla.cc<f/ in th.e··ae... · · 
.pa.rtment/ The~ .Iowa.· .delegation in • · .. ··I ' • ·. · ~ 
con.gret.IJ an~ ot~er·· '.1itnitari~s vwre. . , ... 

1 
.· . . 

preMnt.·, '.The: t>ronze ·bust is now the ·: · ·· · ., : ',. ... ,~. -,?>';.. t;t! '-.. 1 f · 
I (. r 1f f ", ( I' ' • .o 

·~ .. ~-~"' "----------·---·-- . ·-··· ·- . • • • ~~--~·~·· ·-· '": --·:-.- ·~:.. .. "":"~!.;-

"rm~ra prop,o~y ot:-Trtc..el'. and is tn our pub- ~ •, · .. ! · · ;.' -' '· ·. ' · ·,· 1 ,·:. • 

~~ tht Jf~11~~~~ · b~m.o~~~;f~g tqr secreta.~ .. , ·: -.......... · .... : ·'11·····' .,:·u·· '. · ... '· t·· .;.·:U.: -: ··m. ,.~:' ... ~ : ... ~ .. n·:. ~ -' ·.· 
. · into ·Wl11Jon.-wM ana.nged ; on hfll· rcat.urn. to , . . . 
Her_·. ot Iowa. 'at . A mea, Th.~re wa.s a. ·blar pn.• • ~ · 
I llad f.(L~~ • . ~ r~~e·J?Jlo.;n : .,arid' ,banquet·, tollOW· . : . . . ,;'• .. ' . .. I • .: .'.. • •• 

coun- inS' ~n .: the college· gymnasitlm, wf~b · · · ,· .~ · .. · ·' · ·. ·· · ·: ' · 
)urum ad<lrcgses by ·Mr •. Wilson·, .Governor ., . ·~. -.. ' ' · ~ ..!, : .. : • · '· · 
.near.ly· <:na.r1t; and ··otlun~s. ·, . .tt·Js. estimated ·the· ·~ J M ';, .,,.: ··,.;,·,. ·: '' 
e r8 of ·Crowd eXceeded. -..,eoo. Tama Jim thou I. • ;,··. : "~ery 
ed the retur~ec1 .. to . '.l'ra&T· w.it~ . the ·intention . . ··· · · · .· .fl. . .... . :. _ . · · · ·' · 
a.r be- of' spe'rtdh1g nfot~t ·ot die 'remainder · ~ • . . - ,~. _ 
. Un- bls Ute .Q.uletly .a"niorig hJs chtldr~n ; · 1.·· · . ·.; • · ,. 
IJUgar Cl.nd many '.1;elat1Ve8 and old friends. ,' ,' 'I .,, ' • ., 

serum But h), J:une ·~e .. ,a.ccepted th.e a.ppotnt.. I • 

a., the ment 'ot Gov~rnor. Clark to be··one ot · I 1 ~, / 
1 thq a · commi.saion . 'from 'IoWa. to go to 
~ •. a.nu ~urope . to;· ~utly:fiar~lcoltural con<li
k wu.s t.lons ot 1nter:es.t apa profit to the· Iowa 
ample. ·fn.rmer. He7·was 'accompanied by Hcn
Jllt in J·y ·wallace, ot WallMe's .lturmer, bta 
mttlcs lite long friend, and one or two oth-

f ' era: They Bpent tno_,t of tho time in 
·- -· e the BritlF.Ih Jale5, n.nd' Mr. Wilson vis .. 

rkn.blo lted his natlvo land, Scotland·; tor tha 
sorv;; .. first time. He was abroad about two 
lng ot months. 1 

t>.ction Tama .Jim was L~.ctlve in public ~:~er
work, vice until the last two years o! his 
·o was life when her-~.Ith and strength iatt(ld. 
~part. l:!o wus president o! the National At:· 
great l'lc'ultural society, ·whlcl:i publishes a 

Acnted mo.ga?-lne to which lip wns a r-egula r 
o..long contributor. 'He m::ulo !requ(lnt , trips 

to New York on 'buslneas connected 
tlturo.l with this periodical: 
multi- I 'Dutlng h1s cabihet servir,e and later 
rotary 1~ o was honored· by ac Tcral colleges 
d 'oy a.nd univorHltie!§ by being awa'rdcd:· tllC. · i 
9 was. honorary degree d! L. L. D. · Among 
serv- the· schools to sc/ honor him .were· tho 

IJ, ·• •'•"'t ty o!"'W'isconsln, University of 
ear 1~. Missouri, · Cornell college ·and McGill 
1e ·de- . university. In . all . he · received L .' i.~o .h 

td 'i,·.to "i:>.'s.from ' eighteen American unlversl
:ll.enc~. . ties. : .'He .also was 'gi.ven . L. L .. · n~ : by ·· 

!arm the university o! Edi_nburgh: Andrew 
rod gt'e, Rufus Choats and Mr. ·.WH-

. ·the' onl America.nH thus· recog. 
· y , the g4it:t~u~gl'). university. 
· humorists, Mark Twain ·and tho 

"'Ut~tL.lr, ; Joe'' Jefferson', ,. were lnthna~.e 
· ends '. oct ·. Mr. · WHson. ' · · · . · 

;nt~~h:; .. Throughout nil his' busy publlc ,C't. : 
.ttstt~s, . r, . 'l'nma .· Jim: never .lost interest.' 111 
opet·a- rs :at :· nome~·· .. , He ' loved .. hls· home 

oU1er muntty. , He :was .always ·assoclnt-
itt' ' olf~ ithi: nui.ny·,.:Traer· activities . . He 

,n·a'~~iJ .rnEHnb'ershtp in the Trn.n,l1l1111ty 
•ted· ir\ h .j and wns n faith!ul n,ttQndr~nt 

' I I .- • ' • • -- ' 

• i 'I ,• . -

J 
.'I 

.. 
'r ,,-

•' 

Supretne ·in Style and Quali 
\ 

This week 'has brought ·many new arri, 
• I 

1 Jarge, medium· and· close-fitting. styles-all 
' ' ' . , new ·and as charming .as ·Autumn Hats coul . . . . . : .. . 

be. , . 
•. '· 

Th~ vari(~t~t now .~ ·exceptionaL · . 
. . I • •• 1·. ' •• • I . 

·,, . . ' 
••• l , .. • J ,' ·• ,l . 

, . • \ • • '"' 'I 
• '. • . ·,· . . • • • >', ,..._ ... ~c · • , ·:; 

... ··:· ,>:Mis.S~,~':Mlf:agar~i:~·:tr1J; 
to I I a" •, 1 • I ··, ~ · '· ' ~ • 1 • • " • 

4 .,. • ; " 

' . :·· ..... 
.. , I, f .1.., ,,.., 'o 

··- ·---- . --. . . 
,'• • ' j : ' ' ', I '• 

. •' • i• ' . 

, , , I -,:,._. .. _ ------- I • • ' I 
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~n l.hlf.r ut 
>nnt><:llon 
a wor·k, 
tl..l!'(' WO.H 

<lcpart. 
1t: grent 
lri'JHonted 
LIJ' • .. >ng 

,._u wuu urJrot~U t.I.OOIJ'L twO 
m onthB. 

Tu.mu. ,Jim WI'J.ij activo In public unr
vieo until tho ltuJt · two yor,~.r, ot hiH 
llta wh<m h<•rJ,Ith u.n<l str·cnsth !a.IJEld. 
Ho wus prosl<lcnt ot. the Na.t1onal Af:
l'lc'ulturo.l 1'40c1ety, ·which publiRhcs a. 
mo.gu.:.r.lt1c to which lljl was a reg'Uiar· 
contributor. "H'l mo•.lo !r~qtH1nt tt'itm 
to New York on buslnc~s comrectt. .. d 
with this por1ocl1ca.t. 

This week has broui~t many new ar. 
large, medium and close-fitting styles--alJ 
, ; • • t I new and"aS charming as Autumn Hats cc 

be. 

Th~ varMt9" now is ·ex~ptionai. 
.. 

:~ ' . .. · 
/ 

.. 

'· 

·tcultiH'fLl 
1cl multl· 
3ocrotary 
r.tcd oy 
L90{) was 
Lft, SeL"V• 
10!13· .... 

During his cl.iblhet aervfM and lo.I.(H· 
l'o was honored by 8(' roral colleges 
nn<l univorslties by being awa·rdcd· tHe 
honorary degree o! L. L .. D. .Among 
the schools to sci honor him :were· tho 
tf~~ity ot Wisconsin, University of · ·· .. ' · · .. : · . · ... v • • • • , •• 

~~~~~~a7ty.co~~e~ll c~!e;~c:l~~d ~~.G~~~~ ·.· .·:··.· '· •.SS.~: 1:. ~ .• . :~Ma· . ·r··.·aga·· r .. e~. ~-- : ... ~--~. t::_ ~-1 yeo.r 1n 
the ·<lc

lde<l ti·.to 
.sclencfl. 

~. tn.rm 
· pro<l 

tJ.~a . irom ··etghteen American un1vers1·' ' · V & 
ties. : .He also was given L .' L. D. b'y 
the university o! Edl_nburgh.' Andrew I· •• • ' • ~· • ' • • 

Hu!uR Choats and ·Mr.:.Wil· . .. , . .'·~ · ·· • I ' #' 

' '• ,_.."''Q·L·.~ ... ·., the· onl Ame.ricari!5 thua·'r'ccog- • . · · ··· 
y · ~he J!;<).lJ?~Urgl). u.nlvcrslty. · ·. . ·>· , . ,: . 1 •• _ •• • 

hum~n·ists, Mark Twain and ·.tho ~~~~~~· ~~~~~~~!!!!!!!!!!!!~~~~~~~~~~!!!!!!!~ 
rnlll- •1rnr, ;. JQf:··:'Jefforson~ ;'t. .:we~~ · inttriia~e N.teM~H~M~I404~N,.H~M.e4~CHI~N~H~NI6 

--. ---· --~----------- . - ' 

~~ ot·· Mr. ·Wilson. · · ·· · ·: .. · · · 

Co~~:~t~f~~:~;:Irri~~~~tE~~ .:_;1.:~. :h_;\o· ··.:~~: .. :~.l.l,·., ·0·~~··;·.,-y~~ ·::·e.: .: ~.r.).~:_.o.· ··.:_·!u·-~ ... ··p;.:; ~:>~r. · :·11. 
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mistaken. He is, of course, the master of 
wit and inYectiYe and his natural command 
of language is marvelous, but the thought, 
the ideas, the logical arrangement, the fin
ish which make Mr. Dolliver's speeches at
tractive. po,Yerful and convincing are the 
result of the hardest kind of labor and the 
most systematic study. This is not for a 
day or a week or a month, for Senator Dol
liver is a student the year around. He de
votes himself unsparingly and conscien
tiously to the serious business of states
manship. He has already collected a work
ing library such as few public men possess, 
and in the inten·als between the sessions of 
congress he spends a large share of his time 
preparing to meet the problems which he 
must help tn solve. 

For a number nf years while he ,\·as a 
member of congres~ . ::\Ir. Dolliver was ea
gerly sought after as a lecturer and as an 
after dinner speaker upon many notable oc
casions. His ele,·ation to the senatorship 
takes him out o f the lecture field, but in
creases other demands upon him from vari
ous organizations throughout the country 
where his services as a speaker are desired. 

J\h. Dollive::r was married November 20, 

1895, to Miss Louise Pearsons, daughter 
of George R Pearsons, of Ft. Dodge, who, 
while she was horn in Vermont, has lived 
in Iowa practically since she was tvvo years 
old. She is a g raduate of Wellesley Col
lege, in the class of r889. and is a woma'l 
of great intellectual vigor, who co-operates 
with her husband in his work and renders 
him most valuable assistance. They have 
one child, :\1arjori e El iza, bo rn January 22. 

1900. 

WILSO~, ],DlES, Secretary of Agricul
ture, has been closely identified with the 
farm and legislation for the farmer during 
all of his active life. He was born in Ayr
shire, Scotland, in I 835, of parents who 
were of the farming people of the country, 
and was brought np among people who un
derstood breeding, feeding, dairying and 
"cropping," as it was then understood by 
progressive Scotch farmers. The family 
emigrated to Connecticut in I 835, and lived 
for three years in Norwich engaged in dairy 

iarming and market gardening. The fam 
;ly moYed to Io\\'a in 1855· pmchasinr 
prairie Janel from the go \·erument just a. 
tile t ime when t he Rock Island Railway 
crossed the ::'\1ississippi ri \·er. They wen= 
too fa r ahead of transportation routes t<• 
markets and realized this when meats an< 
grains were not saleable at paying prices un 
til the demand created by the civ:l war maclt 
better ma rkets. T he family \v;1s a large one 
consisting of se\·en boys and se\'en girls. 01 

whom James was the oldest. The father. 
John \\'ilson, hegan diversi fied farming at 
once, keeping dairy CO\\' S and making cheese. 
feeding cattle for the 111a rket on the theory 
that the farm in a ne\\' country tnust prov ide 
itself with feeders to consume g rain ra ther 
than that grain should be sold . The neigh
borhood where the \.Vilsons settled is to this 
clay one of the most progressive of any in 
Iowa. There is no complaint there of cheap 
grains and high rates on corn to the east. 
It is one of the greatest mea.t producing sec
tions in the state; the fa rmers consume the 
grain on the farms and all the old settlers 
have become wealthy; they have well stocked 
farms, with good buildings, are out of debt, 
except for land purchased , they live well anci 
educate the young people at colleges in the 
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~tate and out of it . That locality has always 
i:ept up farm organizations where farm poli
cies are discussed. 

James Wilson was sent to the state legis
lature in 1867 to secure acts to prohibit stock 
irom running at large. Barbed wire had 
nvt come into use and fencing was not to be 
!:ad ior all the fields. He secured a begin-
1\ing along this line that resulted in the 
Clnmty option laws under which the prairie 
homes ha,·e been settled. He developed an 
aptitude for managing men and became a 
leader in the legislature of that day. He 
11·as re-elected to the Thirteenth ancl Four
teenth General Assemblies, and was made 
speaker o f the house in the Fourteenth. Sen
ator .\llison \\·as a candirlate fM Harlan's 
seat. The state \\'aS divided in to t\\'O par
tisan camps. hut vVilson was so strong with 
the membership o f the house that he was 
nominated in the caucus without opposition. 
He acquired a taste fo r the logic of par
li:unentary law and made a careful study of 
it from its beginning three hundred years 
ag-o to the present time, noting its adapta
ti ,m to the republican fo rm of legislation. 

He was sent to the Forty-third congress 
tn help in- securing cheaper transportation 
dvwn the .Mississippi than by the uphill pull 
C. \·er the Alleghanies, and dnring that con
gress the jettying of the .mouth of the Mis
sippi was arranged for. Mr. Wilson was put 
en the committees of agriculture and of war 
c; ·~ims, at the bot tom of each as far as re
r:lbl ican members were concerned. N o new 
n:.1n gets prominence in that house until sen
i·.rity of service gives it to him. He was 
~ ··turned to the Forty-fourth co ngress . but 
Jt was as heavil y democ ratic as the F o rty
ti,:rd was re'publican, and again vVil son 
Sl·lod low on committees. He continued his 
s:udies in parliamentary law and soon be
came an authority on that subject, which 
pve him the recognition that age and serv
ICe did not, so much so that when Mr. Blaine 
was elected to the senate, Speaker Randall 
put Wilson in his place on the committee on 
rules. This committee usuallv has two of 
the minority and three of the 'majority and 
has the po wer to re-arrange procedure so 
tl~at pending bills are preferred or neglected. 
:\o member in two terms ever gets recogn i-

tion from the leaders oi his 0 \\'11 party . 
Whe1i efforts were made dnring the clos

ing days of the Forty-fourth congress to 
stay the count of the election returns from 
the states as they were reported by the elec
toral commission and let the 4th of March 
arrive wi thout a decision regarding the elec
tion, \Vilson's opportunity came. Proctor 
Knott moved to return to the commission 
one of the state returns; a parliamentary bat
tle ensued, leaders on both sides arranged 
the debate, who were to speak and o f course 
all other members must be still and listen. 
This is a lways do ne. The party lash on its 
own membership is se\'ere and there is no 
court of appeal. Fernando \\'ood stood with 
the republicans desiring the completion of 
the count, and it was agreed among repub
licans that he should 0ccupy some of their 
time. While Mr. \\'ood . " ·h0 was the soul 
of formali ty, was arranging his coat collar 
and his necktie and his g lo,·es, \ \Tilson, who 
knew Fernando intimately, rose and in a 
sentence made a point that all the leaders of 
his side overlooked, that it took both houses 
to create the electoral commission and one 
house could refer nothing to it. The speaker 
declared him out of order. He replied .tha• 
he knew it, but had said all that he cared tc. 
say. Speaker Randall ruled Mr. Knott's 
motion out of order on Wi !son's point, the 
count went on and President Hayes was 
sworn 111. 

He retired to his farm at the clo se of the 
Forty-fourth congress- the two term rule 
was quite rigidly applied in Iowa, and sev
eral gentlemen were anxious for their turns. 
Wil son had kept his farm in active opera
tion. his family had lived on it most of the 
time. his wife was a lover of her home, her 
neighbo rs and her family and gave her in
fluence against iurther public life. The sub
ject of transportation was prominent in 
Iowa minds. The people wanted all railway 
men to behave as well as good railway men 
did, and this was not always had; legisla
tion had been pending for many years when 
a commission was created by the legislature 
to inquire, advise and get facts. Vvilson 
\\'as appointed a member by Governor Sher
man to represent the farmers. Much infor
mati rm "·as secured and many suggestions 
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were made to the railway men, all of which 
were promptly complied with, although 
many were quite radical. 

He resigned from the railway commis
sion to take a seat in the Forty-eighth con
gress. The state had voted on the prohibi
tion question in the June previous to the No
vember election, which disrupted the parties 
in the state very seriously. Many voters 
left the republican party, which resulted in 
a close vote in Wifson's district, the one now 
represented by Robert G. Cousins. The 
house of representatives was eighty demo
cratic and Mr. Frederick, Mr. Wilson's op
ponent, contested his seat on the reasonable 
presumption that he would get it, hecause 
of the heavy majority in the house. The 
battle was stubbornly contested, Frederick 
putting 350 voters on the stand to reduce 
the majority of his opponent, and Wilson 
calling out 400 voters to increase his ma
jority. Contested elections go frequently 
by party vote, and late in the congress the 
committee by a party vote, voted to give 
Frederick the seat. The case was permitted 
to rest quietly until such time as appropria
tion bills would be safely out of the way. 
The river and harbor bill in that session 
called for a matter of $32,000,000, mostly 
for the southern waters. Frederick, who 
was pressing for his seat, had the promise 
that as soon as this bill was through the 
house he would get his seat. That bill was 
late in getting through the house, it was de
bated unusually long and unusual vigor was 
shown by the minority. It was never passed. 
Some of its friends thought Frederick cost 
them just the Joss of that sum. But in the 
last day of the session in the last hour Wil
son voluntarily gave up his seat on an agree
men that a bill should be voted on to place 
General Grant on the retired list with the 
position of Lieutenant General. This was 
the only way to get Grant's bi'll through the 
house. At the end of the Forty-eighth con
gress Wilson retired agait? to his flocks and 
herds. A number of the editors of farm 
journals prevailed on him to write a weekly 
letter ' for their papers, which for ten years 
he did. He has reached more readers by this 
means than any other writer in the west. 

The chair of agriculture was vacant at the 
Iowa Agricultural College in 1891. This 

feature of education for the young man 
was on trial in all the states. It had not been 
a success in Iowa's farm college. Various 
farm organizations petitioned the trustees of 
the institution to put Wilson in it. They 
not only did that, but made him director of 
the Experiment Station as well. Since his 
going there the college has doubled in at
tendance, equipments and buildings. The 
station has been working with the farmers 
of the state. Research has been made in cat
tle feeding. Beef and milk breeds have been 
compared and the cost of meats and butter 
with Iowa conditions has been approximated. 
The station has every year grown sugar 
beets for analysis and has clearly shown 
that Iowa conditions are favorable to the 
manufacture of beet sugar. Extensive re
search has been made into legunious plants 
suitable to Iowa conditions to avoid the dry
ing up of dairy cows where pastures are bad 
in the summer. Experiments have been 
made to ascertain the practicability of this 
method of feeding dairy cows during pro
tracted drouths. All of the well known 
breeds of sheep have been bred at the station 
under similar conditions to ascertain which 
breed is best adapted to Iowa conditions. An 
educational and experimental creamery has 
been built and kept in successful operation 
every week day in the year, where problems 
relating to butter and cheese production are 
studied and where about seventy-five young 
men are taught dairying and related sciences 
every year. Mr. Wilson has been engrossed 
in this work and would not leave it for any 
office his friends might suggest. When 
President-elect McKinley invited him to en
ter his cabinet to assist him in helping the 
farmers of the nation and the people of Iowa 
of all parties backed up the proposition, he 
accepted. 

Secretary \Vilson has accomplished a vast 
amount of good for the agricultural inter
ests of the country since he became a mem
ber of the cabinet. He began to apply the 
rules of common sense to the work of help
ing the farmers to find a market for their 
produce and to produce what would most 
easily find a profitable market. Mr. Wilson 
has taken a great interest in the development 
of the heet sugar industry and through his 
special agent, Charles F. Saylor, of Iowa, 

--
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has gat!wred together a store of information 
of immense practical value to investors and 
farmers engaging in the business. He has 
also stimulated the dairy industry by finding 
a better market abroad for American butter 
and in various other ways. 

Mr. Wilson was married May 7, r863, to 
Esther Wilbur. They have six children. 
::\fiss Flora Wilson presides over the Secre
tary's home in \Vashington with rare grace 
and tact and is one of the favorites in Wash
ington society. Two of the sons are operat
ing the home farm in Tama county. An
other was in Paris in I900, connected with 
the United States Department of the Paris 
Exposition. 

HENDERSON, COLONEL DAVID BREMNER, 
speaker ot the house of representatives, was born 
In Old Deer, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, March H, 
1840. The family came to America when David 
was s ix years old and first settled on a rented 
farm In Winnebago County, Illinois, in 1846. The 
family had one British sovereign left when they 
reached Chicago, they having, aa they believed. 
been awlndled out of the accumulations of the life· 
time ot the !ather, Thomas Henderson, before 
starting from Scotland tor the new world, and 
which treatment Induced their leaving the land 
of their birth. In three years In Illinois they ac· 
cumulated sufticlent to move to Fayette County, 
Iowa, where they acquired a large tract of govern
ment land In the northeastern vart of that county 
which soon became known as "Henderson Prairie" 
and still bears that name. 

When they landed in Chicago, George Kerr, a 
nephew of Mrs. Henderson, whose malden name 
was Barbara Legge, met the family In Chicago 
wJth two covered wagons and they proceeded to 
Winnebago county, where by pluck and industry 
they prospered. The boyhood life of the pioneer 
was an exceedingly buay one. Many things that 
are now accomplished with the aid of machinery 
were then done by the exercise ot muscle and 
native Ingenuity. The hours of labor were long 
and furnished llttle time for play or study. 
Nevertheless young Henderson read largely 
ot the English classics before he was six· 
teen years old , attended school, taught, 
among others, by his brother George in 
the frontier rude school houses, went to church 
on Sundays and In the vigor of his manhood be
eame a famous athlete. He was the champion 
wrestler In that section ot the country. In one 
wrestling match he broke an arm, which being 
Improperly set by the rude surgeons of the period 
and place, Incapacitated him for manual labor tor 
several months. This gave him leisure for think· 
fng and studying and soon he became fnaplred 
with a strong desire for a college education. In 
the meantime, ·ev6Q during the bu·ay harvest sea· 
sons, when able to work. he never neglected his 

studies, going, without aid, through Ray's Arfth· 
metlc, an English grammar and other studies. At 
the age of eighteen years he entered Upper Iowa 
University at Fayette, In Fayette County, Iowa, 
and for three years he was a student In this In
s titution when not working in the harvest fleld . 
He taught school one term when his arm was 
broken and continued hla. studies at the Upper 
Iowa University until the civil war broke out. 

Young Henderson made up his mind that lt was 
the duty of young men to drop whatever they 
might be at and offer their services to their coun
try. With the assistance of two fellow-stu'denta a 
plan was ma.de to spring the question upon the 
university. One P.venlng after prayers In the 
chape l he asked for permission of the faculty to 
speak a few momenta "on a subjec t of vital fn· 
te res t to every one present." This was a strange 
requeat from a student, but giving assurances that 
h e had no com!'lalnt and no protest to make, but 
merely wished to be heard In the Interest of all 
the college, the faculty consented. Immediately 
young Henderson made his first war speech. Since 
he was eight yeard old he had belonged to de
bating so::letles, some winters attending three 
during the winter, and was ever ready to debate 
with feeling and effectiveness whatever he be
lieved to be ri~ht and t:. ue. At the conclusion of 
tbe speech referred to he drew a serlea of resolu
tions concluding with the words, "we therefore 
drop our books to fight our country's battles." At 
once he signed the muster roll and wa:a followed 
by twenty·~:>ne fellow-students. He Immediately 
went out Into Fayette county and in six days had 
Increased his little band to 104 men. He was 
tendered the captaincy of the company, but de
clined It on the :olea that be thought himself too 
young and Inexperienced. Having enlisted on,Sep
t ember 15, 1861, It will be seen that he waa only 
In his twenty-second year. He then nominated a 
young man who was In his senior year, and much 
older than himself, namely, W . W. Warner, a 
farmer's boy, a:a captain. He was elected and 
Immediately Henderson was unanimously chosen 
a s first lieutenant, which he accepted. This band 
of Fayette county boys, mostly, went at once to 
Camp Franklin at Dubuo.ue, Iowa, where Colonel 
William B. Allison, then a military aid to Gover· 
nor Kirkwood, was recruiting troops to turnlsh 
Iowa's quota to the Union Army. They marched 
to Camv Franklin led by Colonel Allison. This 
was the first meeting of the two men who for 
nearly forty years have been more like brothel"'8 
than friends. Some of the other companies In 
the Twelfth Iowa, to which they were assigned, 
not being full, Colonel Alllson detailed Henderson 
to go back to Fayette county and get more volun
tee rs. He was gone but a few days and returned 
with thirty-three voluntee;s and the whole cost 
of the expedition was $13.16. Colonel Allison 
opened his eyes In wonder when moat of the 
money was returned, and asked for an explana· 
tlon as to how he had accompil'ilhed so much with 
so little expense. Henderson replied that he had 
found volunteers everywhere to feed and care for 
his men and when they rea -:hed McGregor the 
boats had stopped running. He found one boat 
at Prairie du Chien opposite McGregor. Most of 
the men had deserted the veSBel, the captain and 
engineering alone remaining. He made a deal 
with this bOat to work their passage down to Du· 
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and was nominated for a third. He is a 
ready and fluent speaker, and a sound and 
honorable man of whom tht! county may 
well be proud. 

GOVERKXEYT CLERKSHI~ 

. T. J. Staley who is mentioned frequently 
in this volume, was for a long time a clerk 
in the Treasury Department of \Vash· 
ington. 

SPEAKER Or' THE. IIOUSE. 

Tama county has furnish ed two Speakers 
of the Lower House of the General Assem· 
hly of Iowa. R on. James \Vil!'on, of 
Traer, occ•tpied the Speaker's chair from 
1~71 to 1~i3. 

Hon. George R. Struble, of T oledo, 
occupied the Speaker's chair during the 
years 1882 and 1 88~. 

)(EliUERS OF TIIF. GEYEHAL ASSEliOLY. 

The Fourth General Assembly conven~d 
at Iowa City, December 6, 1852, and ad
journed January 24, I S53. At this time 
Tama county though unorganized, with 
Linn and Benton counties constituted one 
district and was represented in the Senate 
by I>~aac ) 1. Preston, and in the House 
hy A. F. Stedman and John McArthur. 

The Fifth General Ast~embly convened 
at Iowa City, on December 4, 1854, and 
arijourn • d January 26, 1855; also con
,·enecl in extra ses~;ion .July 2, 1 8~6, and 
adjourned Jnly 16, 1856. l saac )[. Pres· 
ton was still Senator. The R epresenta· 
tivc was Hon .. John Connell, of 13ucking· 
ham townsl~ip, he being the . first Assem· 
blyman that Tama county ever fnrnished. 
He still lives in the county and is noticed at 
length under the head of " Revenue Col-

j lector." At this time the Senatorial Dis
trict embraced the countie:-~ of Tama, Linn 

1~ 

and Benton ; and the Representative Dis· 
trict the counties of Tama, Poweshiek, 
Jasper and Benton; the latter being num· 
bered 23. 

The Sixth General Assembly convened 
at l ow a City December I, 1856 and ad
journed January 29, 1857. A t this time 
Tama county wa · in Senatorial District 
No. 26, comprised of the counties of 
Tama, Pl)weshiek, Jasper and Marshall, 
represented by J osiah B. Grinnell, of 
Poweshrek; a sketch of Mr. Grinnell 
appears in connection with the Congres· 
~ional article. T he Representative Dis· 
trict comprised Tama, Benton and Mar
shall counties and was represented by 
Delos Arnold. Arnold still lives in Mar· 
shalltown, and was the State Senator from 
that district, in 1883. 

The Seventh General Assembly con
vened at Des Moines January 11, 1858, 
and adjourned March 23, 1858 . . At this 
time Tama county, with Poweshiek, 
.Jasper and :\Iarsh a !l . .waR re pres en ted in 
the Senate by Josiah B. Grinnell. Tama 
and )larshall were together as the 18th 
Representative District, and were Repre· 
sented by T. Walter .Jackson, of TuleJo. 
.Mr. Jackson was a lawyer practicing in 
Tama county, and is noted in the Bar 
Chapter. He was recognized aR the most 
able speaker in the House. 

The Eighth General Assembly convened 
at DeA ~loines January 8, 1860, and ad· 
journed Apri l 3, 18GO ; also convened in 
extra !less ion May 15, 18G 1, and ad
journed May 29, 1861. Tama and 
lhwton counties made up the 35th Sena
torial District and were represented by 
Thomas Drummond, of Vinton, who had 
been elected in 1859 for the full term of [ 

·P 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

( 

4 

IUSTURY OF TA}IA COUNTY. 

real estate uusint·:;::r, whid1 h ~ foll·>wcd 1 

until the brC'aking out of the· w:u, wh t> n 
h e wa!: cn mmissionE:'d Li entenanlrCuluuel 

of the 28th Infantry on- Septt!mber 1 6, 

l.'~G:!; and on tbe 14th of the fo llo wi ug 
~f:\rch wa_, promoted to full Col•Jneky nf 
his r~girucnt, Colnncl \Y. E. )!ill er ha1·ing 

res igued hefore reaching the field. Col. 
Connell participat .. d with bis regime>nt in 

:lll their vri ncipal engagements, as will be 
>'ten hy rcatling the history of it in 
th r war ~:haptc r. ln the en~agement at 

abint• Cros" Roath, Col. Connell wa~ 

wunndecl, losi ng h i:< left arm; whil e ht· wa, 

falliug lmck with hi:ct regiment th ey ~:amt• 

tl• a l1attny hlo~:kL•ol up in the rnall, anol 

>'lOt•l'in_!.!. they tri ed to extri CatE! it , but the 

enemy prt>:<:;e•l them :<O closely tbatnearly 

all thE! 111~11 re tired, leaYing the ColonPI 

-;till at work. ll t diJ not observe his men 

when they left, out looking np an instant 

after, t<aw thew r etiring and prcp~ued lO 

follow. Before starting, he turn eu round, 

a1ul stooping, looked thnlllgh the bru,.;h to 

see how ncar the enemy had approachl'u. 
That instant a shot struck bim. A s be 
><to•lpcd hi left band was resting on his 
hip, whi ch threw his elbow up. The ball 

~tnu.:k him al1oYe the clLow and pa><M~ll 

down through the joint, fracturing it 
srvcrely. lie tben triell to run , but be· 
came :<0 faint he was obliged to r(':;t, when 

tiH• cn«:>rny cominl! np c:tptured him. H e 
wa!' r t' taincd a pri;<oner until'the following 

.June, when lte was paroled and sent. within 
our lines. He never went Lack to s t•rl'icc 
with hi~ reg imrut.lJut met them at Canol

ton, Loui,;ana, and his reception is thus 

re<'llr•led: '"Th e Colonl'l s tE'I'I'ed fr om 
Jj the car with an armlc~!' s leevt> hanrrincr 

__ from Iris ll'ft !:lrouldt> r, wnich but too pl':tir~ 

ly ::uggc,;ted tht· l'a"t. 1 le was introduced 
to the rrgim cnt hy ~lajor ~leyer, and was 

n·tei,·Nl by the regiment with an expre~
,.ion of that unnristakablc allection and 
cnthnsia!'ro with whirh soldier!' always 
rrganl a true man.'' 

A ftt'r thi:S unfortunate los~< of an arm, 
Col. Connell went to \Vashington and was 

engaged on Court .:'\lartial duty from 
N oYember, JSli 4, unti l ~larch, 1865, whcg 
he resigu~d and r e turned to bi~ family in 

Toledo. H e declint:d a number of other 

government appoin tmt>nts offer ed him , and 
in ::\o n>mher, l~'u5, accepteil that of As· 
:les,;or of Internal R l'Ycnuc, whi t h he held 
until ~lay, 1~1:~, wh t•n that ofllcc was abnl· 

i:<hC:ll hy law, :tnd h l' w:ts then retained as 
Collector of the F o urth Revenue District, 
which po~iti (>n he filled until ;\lay, 1883 . 
ThE> district eruLraced seventeen cou ntie~ 

in the southern part of the SLate, and the 
hcad.~uarters of Coll('c to r were :lt Burling· 

ton. 
C'ol. Connc>ll was married in 185G to 

:Sarah ('. Graham. I n }•t•rsonal appear
ance, the Colont>l is fine looking. lie has 
a large, good fnrm, !:andy hair antl tlorid 
complexion. Bi t< ro11ntenanre wear~ a 
frank, intC'Iligrnt and unas:<uming rxpr('s· 

sion, and hi;; manners are gentlrmanl y and 

alway" courteous. 
RAILROAD CO~J:I!ISSIO:'<ER. 

li on . . lame;. \ Vil"""• of Tama cou nty, 

held the vosition of Railroad Commis~iOll· 
l' r of Iowa for a. number of yearR. lie i:
a native of Scotland, bnt came to Amerir a 

when young, and at an early day !'ettled 
i1.l Tama county. H e Rtill live:o upon a 

fa • .rm a "hor t di,..t:tnrc from Traer. H e has 

'P.rl'etl till:! Fifth Congressional District 

two tt•nu~ as R epre:;en tativc in Cnngr('R,:, 

\. 
I 
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of David King, of Dutchess county, New 
York. \Villiam's parents moved to Cayuga 
county, in that State, where they engaged 
in farming, thence to Genesee county, and 
from there to Erie county, where the 
mother died. I n 1855, \V. B . and family, 
with his his father, came to Tama county 
and settled in Spring Creek township. 
There were nine children in the family
:\l aria, wife of nt:iggs Alden; Harriet, 
wife of J oshua Mitchell; Sallie, now 
:\fr:i. IIclam Taber; Mary, second wife of 
~. Blakeley; Hannah, now Mrs. Gordon ; 
Charlotte, tlecca~ed, first wife of K Blake· 
Illy; Hosanna, Orpheus, William B. 
:md Samncl T. The ~ubject of this sketch 
recei\'ed his education in the common 
schools of Orangeville, Sew York, and 
wa~ afterward J)riucipally eugaged in 
tilling the soil in summer aud lumuering 
in the winter. Iu lt!55, Mr. King came 
to this county, a,; stated, locating 0 11 section 
:::.!, of Spriug Cre('k towuship, where he 
has had :l:W acres and now owus a tin e 

l'arrn . )[r. King was a membe r of the 
Board of Supt-rvisor~> during the war, and 
iu 1 8 \i~ was elected State ::ienator from 
his ui!!trict. He has always takeu an 
acti\'c part in politics, ca1-ting his firllt 
\'ote for President for Andrew .Jackson, 
and voting with the Democratic party 
until the campaign of 1856, when be 
joined the R epublicau pat·ty, \'Oting for 
John C. fremont. He now affiliates with 
the National Greenback party. I n 1839, 
~~ r. King was married to Louisa Knapp, 
a daughter of Daniel Knapp, of Genesee 
county, New York. They have had four 
chiluren- Alaoson T., Angeletta, wife of 

.J Fmnk Mechnru; Sarah, now Mrs. James 
J j Robie; and J ohn W . S. 

1~ 

The Eleventh General Assembly 
con\'ened at Des·Moines, J anuary 8, 
1866, and adjourned April 3, 1866. The 
39th Senatorial District was then com
posed of T ama and Benton, and was still 
represented by William B. King, of Tama. 
Leander Clark represented the county in 
the Lower House. 

The Twelfth General Assembly con
vened at Des Moines in January, 1868. 
James \Vilson represented Tama county 
in the House. 

The Thirteenth General Assembly con
vened at Des :\foi nes in January,· Jt:l70. 
J ames \Vilson still represented this county 
in the House. Joseph Dysart represented 
this and Powe~hiek county in the Senate. 

The Fourteenth General Assembly con
vened at Des Moines in January, 1872. 
.Tames Wilson, who again represented 
this county, was elected Speaker of the 
House. J oseph Dysart was still Senator. 

The Fifteenth General Assembly con
vened at Det~Moines in January, 1874. 
At this time W. G. :Malin was represent
ing Tama county in the House, and Dr. 
Conaway of Poweshiek, in the Senate. 

William G. Malin is still a resident of 
Columbia township. He is a native of 
Belmont courtty, Oh io, where he was born 
.March 7,183:3. His parents were Minshall 
aod Julia A. (Barton) Malin, both natives 
of Chester county, PennRylvania. Wil
liam's early life wa!.l spent on his father's 
farm, and his education was received in 
the district schools of that county. August 
30, 1861, he enlisted in company E, 15th 
Ohio infantry, serving as a non-commis
sioned officer. He participated in the 
battle of Shiloh, siege of Corinth, and 
battle of Stone River; and during the 

, 
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whicb built the first Capitol at Des Moines and furnished it free of rent 
to the State for many years. He was a promi~ent Democratic politician 
until the Rebellion began, when he entered the military service aa adju
tant of the Fourth Iowa Infantry and as the war progressed became a 
warm supporter of Lincoln's administration. Mr. Williamson made a fine 
officer and won rapid promotion to lieutenant-colonel, colonel and for a 
long time commanded a brigade. He was in Sherman's march to the sea. 
a.nd participated in most of the battles of that army. Near the close of 
the war he was promoted to Brigadier-Gene.ral. He was chairman of the 
Iowa delegation at the National Republican Convention at Chicago which 
in 1868 nominated General Grant for President. In 1877 General William· 
son was appointed commissioner of the General Land Office at Washington, 
which office he held until 1881, when he became land commissioner of the 
Atlantic & Pacific Railroad, and afterwards president of the company. He 
died on the 7th of September, 1902 . 

.. VID S. WILSON was one of . the pioneer lawyers and editors of 
Dubuque. He was born at Steubenville, Ohio, on the 19th of March, 1825. 
Coming to Dubuque in 1839 he began the study of la.w with his brother, 
Judge Thomas S. Wilson. For several years he was editor of the Miners' 
Et»press which he conducted with ability. In 1846, when barely twenty
one, he was elected to the House of the Eighth Legislative Assembly. He 
served as a lieutenant in the Mexican War and was prosecuting a.ttorney 
two terms. In 1857 he was elected to the Senate of the Seventh General 
Assembly, serving four years. When the Civil War began Mr. Wilson be
came a leader of the " war Democrats " and made an able speech against 
secession. In 1862 he was commissioned colonel of the Sixth Cavalry which 
was sent against the Sioux Indians then engaged in the Minnesota mas
sacre. In 1864 Colonel Wilson resigned his command and returned to Du
b<~que, resuming the practice of law. In 1872 he was appointed circuit 
judge and soon after district judge, serving until 1878. He died in Du: 
buque, April 1, 1881. 

JAMES WILSON was born at Ayrshire, Scotland, on the 18th of 
August, 1835, and received a.n academic education. He came to America 
in 1851 and took up his residence on a farm in Tama. County, Iowa. Mr. 
Wilson was elected on the Republican ticket in 1867 to the House of the 
Eleventh General Assembly and &erved by successive reelections until 1873. 
He was Speaker of the House in 1872 and was chosen one of the regents 
of the State University. He was elected to Congress in the fall of 1872, 
from the Fifth District a.nd reelected at the expiration of his first tenn. 
In 1884 he was defeated for Congress by Mr. Frederick the Democratil! 
candidate. Mr. Wilson was for many years a writer on fa.rm topics and 
was chosen Professor of Agriculture at the State Agricultural College at 
Ames and Director of the Experimental Station. In 1897, upon the in-
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auguration of President McKinley, Mr. Wilson was invited into his Cabi
net as Secretary of Agriculture. He was reappointed to the same position 
upon the second inauguration of McKinley. His services in that Depart
ment have been generally commended by the public as of greater value to 
the country than those of any of his predecessors. 

JAMES F. WILSON was born at Newark, Ohio, October 19, 1828. 
His education was obtained in the common schools and he learned the 
trade of harness making in his youth. He soon decided to study law and 
was admitted to the bar in 1851. In 1853 he became a resident of Iowa 
and locating at Fairfield opened a law office. In 1856 he was a delegat~ 
to the convention which organized the Republican party. In 1857 he was 
a member of the convention which framed the present Constitution of the 
State. Although one of the youngest members he took an active part in 
the work. In October of that year he was elected ·to the House of the 
Seventh General Assembly and was chairman of the committee on wa:ys 
and means. In 1860 he was a member of the State Senate and after serv
ing through a regular and extra session was elected Representative m 
Congress to fill a vacancy in the First District. He was three times 
reelected, serving through the war and reconstruction periods until March, 
1871. When Grant was inaugurated President in 1869 he tendered Mr. 
Wilson a place in his cabinet as Secretary of State which was declined. 
In the impeachment trial of President Johnson, Mr. Wilson was one of the 
managers on part of the House. He had originally opposed impeachment 
and as a member of the judiciary committee had made a minority report 
in which he gave an able review of the most important cases of impeach
ment in the British Parliament and Senate of the United States. F1s re
port forms a valuable treatise on the subject. He was the author of the 
joint resolution for amendment of the Constitution of the United States 
in 1864, abolishing slavery, and made one of the greatest speeches of his 
life on that subject. In January, 1882, Mr. Wilson was elected to the 
United States Senate for six years and was reelected, serving until March, 
1895. Mr. Wilson died at his home in Fairfield in April, 1895. 

THOMAS S. WILSON was born at Steubenville, Ohio, October 13, 
1813. He graduated at Jefferson College, Pennsylvania, in 1832, and im· 
mediately entered upon the study of law. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1834 and located in Dubuque in October, 1836. In 1838 he waa 
a.ppointed by President Van Buren one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
of the new Territory of Iowa. He accepted the position and entered upon 
the duties of the office before he was twenty-five years of age, serving 
until Iowa became a State. The first Legislature having failed to elect 
Supreme Judges, he was one of the three appointed by the Governor to 
fill the vacancy. He lacked but one vote of being nominated for United 
States Senator -at the time General Jones was chosen. In 1852 be waa 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

l 

STATE OF IOWA 
1921 

Journal of the 'House 
01!' THE 

Thirty-Ninth General Assembly 

REGULAR SESSION 

CONVENED JANUARY 10, 1921 

ADJOURNED APRIL 8, 1921 

N. E. KENDALL, Governor 

A. W. I\Ic.PARLANE, Speaker of the House 

,JOHN H AMMILL, Prrsident of the Sena1n 

Published by 
'fh l.! S ta te of Iowa 

Des Moines 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

2252 
./UtR:-\AL OP THE HOU>E 

HON .. JAMES WILSON 

MR. SPEAKER- Your committee appointed to drnft resolutions, con
cerning the life and public service of the Hon. James Wilson of Traer, 
Tama county, Iowa, an l10norable member of the House of Representa
tives of the 12th, 13th and 14th General Assemblies, beg· leave to sub
mit the following report: 

James Wilson was born in a farm in Ayrshire, Scotland, August 16, 
1835. He was the son of John and Jean Wil~on. Hi s father was a 
thrifty and intelligent producer of livestock, butter and milk. Believ
ing himself fitted for larger opportunities, John Wilson brought l1is 
family to America in 1852, settling first in Connecticut. The family 
moved to Perry township, Tama county, in 1855, having saved money 
during the four years' stay in Connecticut sufficient to enter a half 
section of land. 

James Wifson worked for his uncle, West Wilson in the summer and 
attended school in the winter. He hired to Stephen Klingaman to run 
his sawmill and sawed logs to build many of the houses and fences 
of north Tama in the two succeeding years. He also wor ked on a farm 
for Elijah Guernsey, of Geneseo, during th e summer of 1860. 

Mr. Wilson, in the days of his youth as well as throughout his life, 
was a great student. The late G. Jaqua, who !<new Tama Jim from the 
time he arrived in north Tama in 1855, once wrote of him in the Star
Clipper : 'He loved to read, and few books or periodicals passed within 
his reach but what he .eagerly devoured. Jim's employer was post
master of the new settlement of Wolf Creek, and it is said that no 
paper or periodical evet lay in that office three days without his know
ing all that was in it. He had a most capacious mind for knowledge. 
Once he went to school to us a few months. and what a s tudent he was. 
When he got seated for ::;tudy, so intent was he on hi~ lesson that had 
an earthquake come he would not have known it. Afte1· that winter 
he went to Iowa college a year or two and then graduated between the 
plow handles. At this time he could tum an eighty rod furrow as 
straight as a line, could repeat at leas t half of DUl·ns ' poems or could 
make a speech on the political issu<.'s of the day, that would do credit 
to those of mature age." 

When the Civil Wa1· began, Mr. Wilson and his brother Peter had 
started farming on their own account. They had become of age--men of 
maturity, and recognized the claims of the govemment on their services. 
They formed a co-partnership to exist during the war, a common ar
eangement among brothers at that time. One would enlist and the 
other would remain to look after home affairs. When the war would 
end an equal division would be made. This arrangement was canied 
out. Peter, being the stronge1·, enlisted, Jh st serving as private, then 
corporal and then sergeant. The two owned eighty acres of land be
tween them. When they divided, a year after the war was closed, 
there was a half section of land, and all the hogs, cattle and horses 
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it would maintain, to divide. While Mr. Wilson was adding the three 
eighties and the stock, he was attracting the attention of his towns
men, and one day in September, 1864, at the home of Daniel Con
nell, the plan was formed to make Mr. Wilson a member of the Board 
of Supervisors, and it was suQcessful. He was elected in October, serv
ing a term of 1865-66. 

Mr. Wilson was elected to the 12th, 13th and 14th General Assem
blies as a member from Tama county, where he served with distinc
tion and honor to himself and his country. In passing, it is interest
ing to note that during Mr. Wilson's terms in the General Assemblies, 
he acquired the appellation of "Tama Jim" to distinguish him from 
another James Wilson who was also a member at that time, and it was 
by that title that he was best known to all who loved and honored him. 
He was unanimously elected speaker of the 14th General Assembly. 
He was elected to the forty-third and the forty-fourth congresses and 
took an active part in securing legislation reducing the cost of trans
portation of Iowa produces eastwar<;l and in the regulation of Inter
state Commerce. He was considered an authority on Parliamentary 
Law during hi-s two terms in Congress. 

At the expiration of his term of service, Mr. Wilson returned to 
his farm near Traer, where his family had continued to reside. He 
was appointed a member of the State Railroad Commission by Governor 
Sherman in 1882, and served eleven months in that capacity. Many 
important conclusions were reached during that period. 

Mr. Wilson enjoyed the distinction of being the firs t farmer to go to 
Congress from Iowa. 

After his service in Congress, Mr. Wilson took up agricultural writ
ing. Later he became a regent of the Iowa State University and in 
1891 he was elected to the chair of practical agriculture in the Iowa 
State College of Agriculture at Ames and director of the s tate ex
periment station . He then became the greatest instrumentality for 
building up agriculture pursuits that Iowa ever had. 

It was in February, 1897, that he received word of his appointment 
by President McKinley to the cabinet portfolio of secretary of a~ri
culture, taking up the duties of that office in March of that year. 

When Mr. Wilson took office, the agricultural development of the 
country was already remarkable, but in the years during which he was 
at the helm of its interests, so far as the federal government was 
concerned, this development was increased far beyond the boundaries of 
natural promise which mere land and work afforded. 

Mr. Wilson obtained on the merits of one achievement after another, 
until it became a universal belief among the farmers that the depart
ment of agriculture was working with a sing)e minded purpose for 
their benefits. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Jn the mana.:.;e: ,'(·nl uf th<: dcpcll·;, ••: n t ~f :·.p;1 i,·.<ltu;·c, he began with 
two eaniirwl 1 edt~; f'o- .-. t, to find the hc·~ t o '•!:•. :-l;,· t~ for the produ ct s of 
t he fan;~ : :-<ecoJ•r!, t 'J i;,. 1 ~l•:C and te; ;c h t !· ~ f:tr:;:cr:: to rai:<e the , ·ery 
be!'t ex<'l111J•le:-. of tl•c ;:nkk,.; t !l:->.( the ; ·; ;<!· J.:c~ :-: '.\'ar.led. 

Through his elforl.!< 'lnd uhi!;ty, the pcll'tfo!io of the :o;ecretat·y of ag
ricul tu re developed hom one of 1uinor eon . .:i ;le r<~tion to one of the m ost 
important in the cabinet. 

He wa~ ('Specially net i\·e in ~('c]; il~g no"· p lant;: f0r this country a n d 
in plant im pto\·e:::ent . H(• i :-< <'! 'Ct: ttl';; \\'it!: re-e"tabli,·hinrr the Mor ·o·an 
bre~!d of hor>C.''• obtain inp; 1\ rl'op of !: · u!IHI ,i ~.:n J, ,; ,.;l;e!> of .,..\frican du~~m 
wheat, the il1f. roduct ion of new , .:>J·ietir :; c.f ; ic~; for the south, t h e in
trod~h.'t i on o f new Yarie:ic,.- of <·lfalfa fror,1 A:·r.bb, S~thara, Chili, 
T urke:-:t<m and Peru, a s well <1>" new fru i t!< nnd vegetab les. 

H e sa\\· the ag;· icultt:r::l bal:uwe of trade ir.erea.-:e hom $21H,OOO,OOO 
t<1 $42!i, (J(JO,Oii0. 

M r . Wii!'Oll wa;; hearl of the depnrtmQnt of ag;·iculture for s ixteen 
yem•,.; . Hi.~ long >:ecYice in l hf: cabinet con>'tituted an unparallelled 
record. Ee , encd under th n~e pn'.~i de;:t>: , !ll.:Kinley, n oosevelt a n d 
Ti4ft. 

l\'rr. \\' ilson r eti l'€<1 f ;·om cr7ic-<:' on th <: '~ tit of }hn:h, 1913, when 
Woodr ow \\'ii:-:on repln('t:>\1 !Hr. Tdt n;; :!-'!·e.··iden t . On i\I arch 6, on the 
en~ of hi ;.: <i~p:u·~·\ll'E' f ro1~ 1 \\'n"hi n~'ton, :'; .>;•u e;:-,ployes cf the depart
nlent of a gTitulture tc,r~dei·NI Tan·,;: .J im a ;!·•c:< t l 'e c.'ept:on. For t wo 
hour ;; he stood in the Na~ icna l Coli,eu;n <: n <l rccci•:t:>d the good wi:::hes 
of l~ i,.- employe;;, many of \\'hom ha c! '"o:·ked under h im throughout 
the ~ixteen ~·em"· In <he pl'<' . .:encC' of ~t-c:·<:;tnry of State B1·yan and 
~eo·('t.t!T of Ag-ricu lt cre Hou·-tc•n. ~ 11e:: )ll't:<:·n~·ed h im with a life ;;i r.E' 
bi onzc bu ;;t of hi!w;e lf, a reJ; I ;c·;: of \':l.idl \\'ll:< placed in the dep art
ment. The bronze bu~t i,; now t he pr~pe :·ty of Tra er and is in the 
p ublic li l.!l'm·y there. 

A gTeat homecollling for Secrct;•.r y \\'il,-.~ r. wa~ <'!T:<ngecl on his re
t llrn to I owa and wa,; held at Ame,:. Tl·.e re w:l~ a b i!l· r.:cep tion , :pa
rade and banq uet. The baiHJUCt wa;. g- iYcn in the colleg·e gymnasiu m. 
Ad.dl'e~~e:; \H~J e delh·ere,l by !V:ll·. \ \.'il."otl. ..}oyer n :>r Clarke and others. 
It i ~ e:-<tim;,ted that the J10me folk;; who took J;art in t his r ecepti on, 
numbeJ·cd m o1·e than 4000 people. Ta!1H\ .) il!l then re t.m·ned to Traer 
with the intent ion of :<pending mo~t of the re··,·,aindcr of hi~ life among 
hi,; ch ildren , 1·C'Iat i•:e;: m:d old f rienrb, 0 ;Jt in .June he accepted the :ap 
pointmt>nt of GoYen•Ol' Clarl\C to b ~> OJ'ti? or <l cclllillh>ion of Iowa to 
g·o t o Europe to s tu dy ag:ric:.:l~nra. l ccndit imH: 0f interest and prufit 
to the Iowa farme;·. H e wr.~ l\CC01Hpanied 011 th i::; tl'ip by Henr y '\Val
lace, of W a llace'!' F anner, hi.-< !ifc !on ~ friend . T hey spent most of 
the time in tlw D1· i ti~h h ·le:' an·l i1lr. \\.'i lson ,.i:<ited hi::; nath·e laJld 
fo r the fin;t time. H e was a b road about t wo month~. 
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Tama Jim was active in public service until the last two years of 
his life when health and strength failed. 

During his cabinet service and later he was honored by several 
colleges and universities by being awarded the ho~orary degree of L. 
L. D. Among t he schools to so honor him were the University of 
v\'isccnsin, University of Missouri, Cornell College and McGill university. 
In all, he received L. L. D's from eighteen American universities. He 
also was given L. L. D. by the university of Edinburgh. Andrew Car
negie, Rufus Choats and Mr. Wilson are the only Americans thus rec· 
ognized by the Edlnburgh university. Two humorists, Mark Twain 
and the actor, Joe Jefferson, were intimate friends of Mr. Wilson. 

Throughout all his busy public career, Tama Jim never lost interest in 
affairs at borne. He loved his hon:e community. He was always aeso· 
ciated with many Traer activities. He held membership in the Tran
<JUillity church and was a faithful attendant when at home. Years 
ago when Traer had a fair, he was active in the management. He was 
president of the association several years. For many years, he was 
president of the First National Bank, including the years he spent 
in the cab;net in Washington. 

Tama Jim was an able platform speaker and was continually in de
mand for addresses. He addressed conventions of associations of var· 
ious kinds and stumped the country for Republican candidates during 
presidential and state campaigns. He was shrewd in politics. He 
could travel over Iowa and forecast the election results the most ac
curately of any man we e·.rer knew. For thirty years it was his lot to 
close the campaign by a speech in Traer the night before election. In 
this practice honors were bestowed on both sides. He felt honored by 
being invited to speak, his friends felt honored in being able to hear 
him. He deeply apprecit.ted the courtesy. 

Mr. Wilson was married on May 7, 1863, to Miss Esther Wilbur, of 
Buckingham. Six children were born to the couple all of whom were 
living at the time of his death. They we.re as follows: Ward and 
Peter, who occupied the home farm three miles west of Traer; James 
W., of Btookings, S. D., a professor in the South Dakota Agricultural 
College; Miss Flora, Washington, D. C.; Jasper and Wright, living near 
Trae1·. 

The five sons and Sherd Wilson, a nephew, served as pall bearers, a!1 
was the wish of Mr. Wilscn. Bu1·ia\ was in the Buckingham cemetery, 
Tama county. 

Whe1·eas, The Honorable James Wilson, was called from this life, 
August 26, 1920, therefore, 

Be it Resoh•ed, That the House of Repl·esentatives has heard with 
deep sorrow and regret of pis death and that it recognizes the high 
"cJ•aracter of his !1ervice to his state and nation and in his death, the 
state and nation has lost a worthy and noble ciizen, and, 
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Be I t R e!<drcd F w·fltcr, That these re~olution~ be spread upon the 
journal, that cngro:::~ed fOpies of the same be sent to the members of 
hi:; fan~ily. 

F. w. l;>;GERSOLL, 

}'. B. GILCERT, 

J A~!CS S. FRANCIS, 

C.•mmittce. 

HON. J.\1\IES WILSON 

B1• It Rcsolvnl. Th:~t in the JlassiJ~g of Hono·ab!e .James Wil~on, 
late of Tam a con nt:v, the state has lost one of its most illustrious cit i
zens. His service as a member of this House in the Twelfth, Thirteent h, 
and Four!eenth General Assemblies, and his en tire public career cul
minating in sixteen ~·ears' service as secretary of agriculture in the cab
ine ts of Presidents :'.lcKinl ey. Roosevelt and Taft. mark him as a man 
of unusual intellectual power, and of t he highest ideals of public serv
ice. His deeds reflect honor upon his name, and Iowa cherishes his 
memory among the best beloved of her sons. 

F . vv. I!'iGEt;s oi.J.. 

Adopted l\Ian·lt ~:3 , J 9~1. 

--- ----' 
HO~;. CHARLES E . DOlES 

Charles E. Boies was born on a farm in Boone county, Illinois, Jan
uary 13, 18:) D. a nd at the age Of fourteen came with the family to Iowa, 
where he settled on a farm. 

January 26 . 1880, he was united in marriage to l\1 iss Clara 1. :\iil ler, 
wi th whom he l iYed in ha ppy companionship for over forty years. Mr. 
Boies remained a resident of llu<'hanan county until the time of his 
death. He was engaged in farming an d stock raising all the time of 
h is mature manhood. 

Since boyhood Mr. Boies was an :\Clive member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, which he served in an official capacity for many 
rears. He was a member of the officia l board at the t ime of his death. 
He was not a member in name only, but a sincere Christian. 

Mr. Boies is survived by his wido w and two daughters, Mrs. E. M. 
Wilcox, and Miss Inez :\1. Boies. His only sou , l':.)rporal Burr Boies, 
die d in France October 13, 1918 . Mr. Boise also is survived by two 
brothers, Horace L. of Quasqueton, and Congressman 'Vm. D. Boies, 
of Sheldon. 

l\1r. Uo ies was a m e mber of the Independence Lo<lge Xo. 87, A. F. 
and A. M., Deelaration chapter 0. E. S. , Wapsi camp, i\I W . . A .. and 
the Sons of the American Revolution. During his lifetime he was 

i 
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JAln:s \\'u.~ox wa~ horn on a farm in Ayrshin·, Scutlantl, August Hi , 

1835, and died at Traer, I owa, Au;:u't :!li, 1!1:!0. Iii;; pan·nts, Juhn nntl 
Jean (:\ltCa~h) Wibun, brou;:ht their family to this country in 1851 , 
firs t stopping in ('onnn:t icttl, hut n·movin~ to l'c rry T ownship, Tama 
County, Iowa, in l!:i.i.i. After corn in~; to Iowa J utncs ath'rulctl curnmon 
school in wiuh·r and later Iowa C<1lk;:e, Grinnell, until Ire ~ccurcd un 
acatlcmi<' edul·atiun. lie chose fannin~ fur Iris life vocation. \\'hl·n 
the Civil \\'ar hq:an he and his hruther l'der wen· in partnership in 
farmiug nnd llu·y :r;:rn·l·d to t'tmtinttc thi , partua~hip to the t•utl of the 
war, one t o cnlbt and till' utht· r tu n·main at lllnllt' ami continue their 
farming opcralions, nut! at the ~ ntl of tl11· war to <li\·itk "'iually the 
profits. J anu•s rt·maint•d at hmHt', ~Ul'CI'l'tlt-d finaucially, and wht'n hio; 
brother rl'lurn t·tl tlw tt·rtus ui tlw a~rel't!ll'nt w~·rc earr inl out. In Hlla 

Jame~ was cleeh'tl a rm•mhn .. r th l· T ama Cuu11ty Huard of Sup•·rvisurs 
nnd scn·ctl tluring lt-(i.; ami !~til;. In Hlui he was elected reprc~entatin: 

a hcl was re-eh·cll'tl in ! Hii!J and aJ.!a in in l::i'il, sen·in).: in the Tw .. lflh. 
T hirh·cnth, aud l,.uurttTnth J!t'ttcral a~"·mlt l ics, nnd ht:ing S)lt'akt:r of 
the F ourteent h. lit· was thl' author oi the law making it optional with 
each county whl'thcr lin·stod; .<.houl<l run at la rge or be rrs t raint·tl. 
H e was also tire author of a p ro•·hion tha t if .the railroads tht·n hcin~ 
built across Iowa wert' ~; i ,·en h~· the stat•· an extcnsiun of t ime in whit-h 
to complete their lines and thus secure thei r land g rants, that the stntt• 
r~.served the right to fix rail·~ of fare anti fn·itrhl. Durin~ his scn·i t•t• 
in the General :\sscmhly lw was chosen a rc!!cnt of the Slate Cni,·cr· 
si ty and sen·ctl from l:ii O to lHI.J.. In lSi:! he was rl t•dctl t o Ct~ n;:rt·s,; 
ami was re-elected in !Iii~. ~··n·in;; in the Fort~·-third and Forty-fuurth 
congrcSSl'S. ln his ftrol tnnt he was a memhcr of the Committ..c ort 
Agriculture, and of the Cormnitlt•t· 1111 tlw \\'ashin!!'ton ~atiuna l .\lonu
ment. lie bt•e;nnc an ;ruthority on procedure in the Ht>USt', nut! wht·n 
Mr. Dlninc, who wa< speakcr in the Forty-third, was clecl ctl tu t111· 
Senatl', Mr. \\'ibon was ;:in•n !Itt· place 011 the Hul&s Committee in tlw 
Forty-fourth, which ~Jr. 1\lainc would IHI\'<: !rae! under sp .. akcr .\[orri
son, hat! he ·rt·mainecl in the llou-;c. .\ t the t·ml of this term. ;\larch, 
1677, ht• rclltrnl·d to his fa~rn near Tr;rt•r. .\larch 311, l i;!S:.!, ( ;un·ruor 
Shrrmnn ;tppoinl<-d him a mt·mlrn ,,f the Sta tc Hail road Cmntnisshon. 
Iu lfl!t? Ill· wa~ a~ain t•lt·detl tu Cmt~n·~< anti re~i;:-nt·tl as rail road t'lltrl 
ntissitHII'r April I, Jx:-:1. Thb lt·rtrt he luul tm·tnht·"hip on tlw ('om· 
tnitlt·c of A~rir4ltun· and till' l';wilir Ha ilroads Cutrnnit tt·t·. lie St' 
curt·d tilt' t'uadnwnt of a la w tu ' aitl in prult·din~ l·attlt• from the 
plt'urapnt•tttnunia pla;:tt•·. ( )n ti11· l;t~l r l:o~· ni tht• t•·rm hi, -.·a t ••:a< 
j!ht•ll tu lri-; t'llllk-t:out. 1\,· r• j;:ruin T . Frr·dnil'k. ) I r. \\' i i-.>11 rdurt ll'tl 
laontc :uul t·ra::a;:t·cl iu w ril in:: :t rt i~·••·!' uu a;:ricu It u n·. t'uut riltut iu,: fur 
a lituc tu 1111' fartu rkp:orlnu·lll ,.f till' ) ; o\\ ' a Slat•· lt•· ;:i,lt· r, a11 d wril i11;: 
fur a ~yntlit·a lt· ul J.owa th ""'I'" I~~"''· In l!»!ll !11· "'" ' dt·(·)t-ol tl i rt·c to r 
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and profrss~r of a£:riculture in Iowa St nte College of Agriculture :tnd 
llechanic A r ts, where fo r the next six years he did a great work in 
sprending help ful information on farming and stockrai~ing. lle was 
appointed secn·tary uf a~rkultnre by President ) ld,.inky )larch 5, 
1897, and scr n•d continuou~ly in that position thruuJ!hout the entire 
a d ministratiuns of )Jcl\.inlt-y, HooSt'\'t'lt, and Taft, sixteen yt·ars, the 
longest servict• in tht' cahint't of any nne in our country's histu~y. I li~ 
wo rk os head uf til<' AJ!rieultural l>qoarlrnt·nl was enonum ental anti far 
r eaching in its influcnce un till' pr•»-pt·rity uf the country. What science 
a nd resear ch and cxp .. rin••·nt hy ~kilt..d hdpt·rs could tlo for tl{!ricul
t ure in its \'arious aclivilit·s was tlum•, and the dcpartmt·fll hccamt· rccug
n lzed in America and Eu rupc a~ ht'inJ! most t'llicient in aiding agrkul
t ure. On retirin~ frum the t•ahind in 1!11;.! he rdurnt·tl tu Trat:r. I n 
J une GoHrnor (.'Ia rke appuinlt-d him with I h-nry "'allact• to inH~li
gote agricultural l'OIIdiliun~ in (;real llrilttill. :\ llUIIIbt:r Ot Clllll'J!I'S 
and uninrsitie~ t•unfcrr<•tl on him the honorary dqfree o! LI.. D. The 
last few ~·ears of his life were S)l<'lll in coul)laratin retirement. 

ST,I:Pi n : :o.- B. l 'AI' t.:ARII wa" hurn at :\ulmrn, )!aim·. April :?5, lH:l!l, and 
died a t St·attle, \\'ashin~ton, .J;muary ;.II, 1!1:!'.!. Ht: was a ~on or St.-pht·n 
nnd ltoxauna ( H riJ!J!!>) l'acka rd. IIi~ t•duca lion was uhtaim·d in nun
neon sehoul and in '""'thruok s ... ninar~·. I It' r t'acl law ont' yt·ar IIIICI 

in October, l!!(j(, cllli~tccl in t'umpauy l', '1\wlfth )taint• lufant ry, ami 
was couuni~~iun .. d fi"t lit·ult-uaut. Ill' wa" aft .. rward~ prumult-d lu c·ap

tain of Company II uf the ""'"" rrgintt·ut. lit' was clt'tacht'tl anti put 
on special c·ourtmartial duty a<lmiublt·riu;! lhl' oath uf ulle!fi'"'''" tu t•ap
t u·r ... d ('ouf,·dt·ralt·s in Pili:! arul Hili:!, autl "''" "l'T\'<'d fur a tinll' a;; 
jud~t- ndn~t·att'. li t· !>aw mul'lt ndin· st·rvit'l' at tt. .. frunl , "~JI:l'iall~· 

in \'i rJ!inia, ami wa' hunurahl~· di,d•a rJ;.-tl in Dl'CI'IIIht'r, I l>li k lit· rl'
mol'l'd lu :'\t·W ()rJ,.ans, J.uu isiana, in IHii:i anti ltt·j!an tht' p radkt· uf 
law, whit'h he conti11ut'<l for Iii' !' ,.,.a". In 11-Jii he wa' clt'dcd a 1111'111-

ber of th ... Cun,titutiu11al ('u,.,.,.,;tiun uf the :.tak, wa' lakr appnintnl 
chai rumn of ri'J!i~tration. anti :oflt- r that M·n·it'l' wa!> appoinlt·tl rt·J!b.tt· r 
of COII\' t'Ytlllt't:',.. In II'ICi!l l'rt·sidt·nt (;rant appuinlt•d him l'nit .. d Stall's 
mnrshal fur l.uui~iana, whkh pthiti<>n h .. lillt•tl for ewarly t'iJ!hl years. 
In 1R7ti he was tl11' Itq>uhlit-a n nomiett·•· fur )!Ut't·rnor a11d wa" th-clt&rt'd 
t-lectecl hy lht• rt'lurninJ! louartl. Fr.tltt' i' T. :'\it-huls. lht• lkuwcralic• 
nominl'r, on the fac·•· uf lht· rdurrh ai"' clai•u•·tl ··ln:t i<>n. 1\olh l'ac·kartl 
nnd :'\ichul~ Wt·rc inauJ!uratt-cl c•n .l.111uary :-., 1:-ii. l':u·ka rcl h:ul 1"'''''"
siun u f the huiltlin)! in :'\o·w Orlo·an.;, tht· St. l .oui, l lotl'l. that had ltt't'll 
USt'tl for a ft·w yt·ar~ :t~ tht• ,fal t• t•apilul, alltl abu hatl l"'"~,·~,iull uf 
the papt•rs ht·lonJ!illj! tu tht• ullin·. (;••n·rnur :'\idwl.; tnaintainc·cl hi~ 
offict' in tl~t• Oclcl l"t·lltll\'' 1\uilcliu:: in tl,. ,anlt' .. :ty. 'l'lw Itqn•ltlic·an 
pur tiun of tlot• lt·;.:blaturr 111.-l in un•· hu i:tliu!! :uul till' llt·Juut·ratie pu r 
tion in nnutht•r, t'al'h l.ucly •·tule·a\'nring tn luru•t iun. t ·unfu ...,iun was 
Wouc cunfuut~clt·tl hy till' ··xisl •·llt:t· ul rira l "'l'r,·u~t· t·uurh. Only tlw 
)l rt'St'llt'•· tt( Ft·tlt•ral '""'I'' prt'lt'nlt-cl "1"'11 t'ttctllid. l'r.·,.ickut llayr~ 
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"I thought I would dedicate a small 
space to ~be boys and you::1p; men that moy 
chance to read it; and as capital is one of 
the great questions· of the doy with most 
young men-that Is, how shall I ~.ret money 
to st11r~ in business? Wbat phm shall I 
take to procure it, and how shall I get it? 

Well, that is just what I propose to tell 
you. .A.ud I can best tell you by telling 
about a boy that I was wc11 acquainted 
with when I \vas n boy, and have known 
him ever since, and he is now quite gray· 
heaaed. He was the son of pt>or parents, 
but very good ; and his parents, or at least 
his father, gave him good advice while he 
was young. I say hie father, for his moth· 
cr died when he was quite young, and be
fore he was old enough to receive any in
structions from her. And his father was 
also taken from him wbiiP. be was yet quite 
young, but not before he kad ~eceived 

some very good and Impressive advice 
from him, and in turn had made promises 
and pledges that have never been broken. 
One ot tbcse promises was that he would 
never play a game ot cards, not even for 
pastime. That promise he has always kept. 
Another, that he would not use as a bevcr· 
age any kiud of intoxicating drink; and I 
believe he has kept tho promise to this 
day. .Another, that he should never .mako 
promises hastily, but when once made, al
ways abide them. Another promise, that I 
think was one of the best he ever made, 
was that when his word was gtv~n on any· 
thing it should be sacred, aud never for· 
felted by him unless by a Providential bin· 
draoce. Y~. 1 know that when he was 
very poor, and was not worth fifty dollara, 
his word was good for five hundred dollars . 
with those who knew him, because he al· 
ways did just as he agreed to. I have 
known him to borrow money in small and 
large sums, but I never knew him to aay to 
a man, ycou shall have tbM on Ench a diiY, · 
but what IJe got it. I was known to ble 
first business career, and that "1\'as br.fore 
he wil.s of age, while working on a farm 
for nine dollars per month. He bought a 

( __ 

amaH tract of land for the sum ot two 
hundred and forty dollars, and gave his 
notes for the amount on one, two, and three 
years, at six per cent interest. The highest 
wages he got during the period ·of three 
years was eleven dollars and a hr.lf per 
month, and yet he paid these notlls before 
maturity. 

"Afte1 be arrived at the age of twenty
one years, be bad as yet been e~tirely de
prived of any education, and could not read 
or write. He was determined to educate 
himself. I have beud him say many times 
that his stock of books wa~ a ~pelllo.ll' book, 
a small primer, and six cents' worth of pa· 
per that was used to learn to make s :raight 
marks on. When this boy started to school 
all were far ahead of him ; yea, he wu put 
in a class with the small children. But he 
did not sLay in that class lot.g; and in three 
years from the first of his going to school he 
was teaching in tbe same town, and the first 
year he oi!ly attended school durln~t the 
winter. Aftu teaching two winters In the 
~ame town, he was so advanced as to . be 
prepared for n. more lucrative trade, and en· 
gaged with no Eastern firm as a trav~<ling 
agent and collector. After stay in({ with that 
firm six years, they bad such coofidcoco in 
him that they proffered him capt tal to en· 
gage In trade. He accepted the offer, and 
when he was not worth five hundred dollars 
they furnished without security a stock of 
five thousand. 

•· After doing business about s1x years, 
and having done business largely on credit, 
t he financial crisis of 1855 and '66 used him 
up, he losing very heavily by bad debts, but 
he managed to pay every cent he owed. He 
then came to Des Moines and engaged in 
trade on a very small capital, but through 
his prompt manner of doing busineEa he 
was enabled to carry it on succesefullv, and 
those best acquamted with him supposed he 
had plenty of money; but I was personally 
known to his circumstances, and do know 
that be was not worth one thousand dollars 
when he came to Des !folnes, having lost 
several thousand dollars In 1855 and '56. 

..... , ' ' . \ ~; ' .. ... .... _-:~~~;~ '.- ·'' 
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But he is yet In trade here, 11nd is worth not 
less thn twenty thousand dollars. But as 
I cannot tell you all I wish to about this 
boy and man in this number, I will see him 
and get some of the interesting points of his 
life, and tell them to you." . 

One point in reference to his business. 
He has been engaged in the sale of ready 
made clothing and furnishing goods, at No. 
7, in the Savery House blo=k, for twelve 
years-being a longer period in tbe same 
place than llny other business man in Des 
Moines. 

As a temperance worker be Is not ex· 
celled by any man in the West, and is only 
equalled by Mr. Brant, the two bP.Ing 
known as the great apostles of temperance 
in Des Moines. In every temperance move
ment be takes an active part, and bv time 
and a liberal contribution of material sup
port, has made the cause of all causes to be 
honored for its infineoce for good In the 
Capital City of Iowa. 

!fr. Monroe Is probably one ot the most 
reliable and unselfish men in the city. He 
seeks no place In party politiCs, or party 
honor from those who dole it out as a re· 
ward for party allegiance. He is simply a 
citizen, Jiving in obedience to the laws of 
right. For several terms he has served In 
the city council as a temperance member, 
and his voice bas been beard and his influ
ence felt in the council chamber. Design
ing men coo neither buy nor sell him. He 
first gains a knowledge of his dnt.\·, and 
then, in the face of every opposfng element, 
acts the part of a man. 

In the temperance field he ia a worker in 
the ranks. No etation in life is to hlm so 
honorable as that of labor. 

Such is the record of one of the best citi
zens of Des Moines. He Is a worthy com 
panion, an enduring friend, and honorable 
in all ~be relations of life. 

Kate Fil:ld has been invited by llir Charles 
and Lady DUke to be tbeir guest during the 
fashionable season In London. 

JA?t!ES WILSON, 

li"BMBER OF TBE PORTY·TiliRD C0NfoRES8 

FROM DUCKING1IAJII1 IOWA. 

The Ron. James Wilson is a native of 
Ayrshire, Scotland. Be was born August 
16, 1535. His ancestors for two hundred 
years had been numbered amoog the agri
culturists of Scotland. The parents emi
grated to America In 1851, and settled in 
Norwich, l)onnecticnt, atJd in 1855, moved 
to Iowa, and settled in Tama county, where 
they still reside. 

J ames Wilson resided at home during his 
plinorlty, working on a farm and attcndin~~; 
the common school& of the country, both in 
Conoecticul and Iowa. This, with an aca
demic tu;n in the Iowa College, comprises 
his chief opportunities of study, so far as 
the schools are concerned, but his most ex
tensive readings have been in his private 
study. He was a very good academicscbol· 
ar before le.aving Scotland, and a fuud of 
useful knowledge has been added in his 
American experience. 

In choosing business avocation he turned 
to agriculture, instead of one of the pro
fessions, now the itching palm of too many 
aspiring young men. With hts own industry 
ho has made a farm of his own. His choice 
of agriculture was probably inherited, beinll: 
traced in the blond of his progenitors for 
two hundred years, But on American soil 
be bad a broader field of usefulness, and 
prosperity opened up before him. The 
country was new e.nd Improving, and be 
believed that by cnreful and well directed 
labor on a farm, more certain If not niore 
profitable results could be obtllioed, than i.n 
any oth&r mode of Industrial life. 

At the age of 28 years be was married to 
Mias Esther Wilbur, a native of New York. 
They have a family of four children. 

The people of Tama county, in making 
choice of a state representative, \vcre natu
ra11y directed to the Industrious Scotchman. 
He was nominated by the republican county 
convention, and duly elected by tl1e people 
to the 12th, 18th, and 14th general essem-
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blies. In ench sesslon of tho legislature be 
was an earnest and fi1i~hful worker, taking a 
common sense view or every subject, and 
votinj!: for measures as conscience seemed to 
d irect. lie secured the recognition of the 
right of tho state to regulate corporations. 
He was instrumental in procuring the pas· 
sage of the herd Jaw, requiring every owner 
to take cnrc ;:_f thei r own stock ; and many 
other mci\sures, of material interest to the 
state, were wa.rmly supported by him. 

On the organiz:1tion of the general assem· 
bly, he wns unanimously nom1oatcd by a. 
caucus of the republican members, and sub
vequeotly electt-d a.s speaker of the bouse, 
and ser.-ed tbrougll the regular session of 
1872, an~ tbe adjourned se~sion of 1873. 
As speaker, he was well posted in par
liamentnry law, his decisions were prompt 
ADd correct, ~ving genernl satisfaction as 
an impr. rtial and well qualified presiding 

officer. 
In 1872, he w as nominated as representa

tive ia congress, from the fifth congressioaal 
district of Iowa, nod was elected by over 
8,000 tMjority. I!e will take his seat In 
December. 1873, and it is expected that his 
congressional record will be as honorable to 
himself as his legislative career was satis
factory to the Deople whom ho represented. 

SILVESTER 8. HiT0HGOCK. 

D&S lolOINKS SCALlt CO~IP.4.'NY, DES ~tOmES, 
IOWA. 

l!fr. Hitchcock was born In Shcffichl, 
Anandagua county, New York, January 24, 
1803. He is of English anc~stry, his pro

genitors having emigrated to America early 
in the last century. His grandfather, I srael 
liunn, served 10 the revolutionary war. He 
wns a shrewd soldier, and his exploits with 
the British nod I ndians form a.n important 
page in American History. 

The Hitchcock family have become quite 
noted in the annals of Americar. science and 
literature. In 1841 it was ascertained that 

42 per cent. of the Hitchcocks' were .Profes-

eors of science iu some of the branches of 
industry that has shaped our progressive 
civilization. 

The fath er, Snanuel Hitcbcoclr, was a. 
mechanic, and an expert in nny branch of 
mechanism. At one time he was worth 
quite a property, but lost it through the 
failure of 11 bank where be made his deposits· 
llc \\'a.~ killed by an accident in Walwortby, 
Wayne county, New York, when about 45 
years old. He left a family of nino children 
Jiving, several or wbon1 hnve siuce followed 
to the sl1adowy land. 

S. S. Hitchcock partakes of tho mechanl· 
cal genius peculiar to the family. At the 
age of nine years he wns len to care for 
himself by the death of his futher. For 
five yesrs he worked nt farming, and at the 
age of fourteen years be en_gaged as an 
apprentice at house building in Roch ester, 
New York. After four years service he 
went to Erie, Pennsylvania, and ensra.ged as 
a laborer for the government in building the 
piers. He onlv worked about four wee~s, 
when, through his natural genius as a draf\s
mnn, he procured an appointment ns cock
sn-ain on the government g1~, in coasting on 
lake Erie and Ontario, under General James 
Morris, who was engaged in locating harbors, 
piers, etc. Serving two yenrs in that capacity, 
he abqndoncd it for practice! mechanism, for 
which be bad a natural fondness, For tho 
next fourteen years he was engagad as house 
bullder, boat and ship bu1lding. In 1844 he 
engaged in the manufacture of scales at 
Rochester, New York. Iu 1845, Mr. IItch
cock formed a partne1·ship with Henry 
Ueight, afterwards governor of California, 
nod fnguged in the m:~nufacture of the Fair
banks scale. The partnership existed but 
one year, when lir. Hitchcock became sole 
proprietor. I n 1856, be sold his interest in the 
Rochester Union Scale Works, and moved 
to Chicago, where be obtainoo an interest 
in the Eagle Iron Works, a•1d engaged iu 
the manufacture of the Chicago Scales. 

Afte: severn! changes in the scale depart· 
ment be finally engaged in the sale of dry 
goods, notious, etc., in Chicago ; continuell 

Jay B. Fuh. 

at this until July 1868, when be took the 
sta.te a.gency of the Chicago !:icale Comoany, 
and worked for them until November 1871, 
when he moved to Des ~Ioines, and organ
ized the Des l:Ioioes Scale Compa.ny, in the 

following April. 
In 1832 be was married to Miss Oaroline 

Briggs, of Hochester, New York. She died 
In 1856, leaving one child, nine having ore
ce.!ded her to the silent bourne. In 1e57 
be married Miss Diana Brooks, a native of 
J efferson county, New York. T hey have 
two children, aged 14 and 11 y ears. 

Mr. Hitchcock is industrious, devoted to 
bis chosen avocation, being trustworthy sod 
r eliable in all the relations of life. 

JAY B. FISHER. 

STATE INSURANCE AO&NET, DAVENPORT, 

IOWA. 

Mr. Fisher is a native of Lorain county, 
Ohio. He lived some ten years in Dayton, 
and in 1872 moved to Davenoort, Iowa, 
when he assumed the state agency of the 
Protection Life Insurance Company. The 
unparallelled success of the Protection Life 
baa made it the most popular company in 
America. It il the only company that 
offers assurance at actual cost. Mr. Fishe,J, 
the active and energetic agent, is doing 
good wqrk In Iowa. Be is not only an 
active business mnn, but takes an a.ctive 
interest In the progress of uur civilization. 
Religiously, he is a member of the Presby
terian Church, and an a.rdent Sabbath 
Echool worker. 

We take pleasure i:~. giving the following 
<lata. of the Protection Life: 

"No man ao poor that be cannot obtain
providing be can pua a. medioat examloa.tloo
aod "keep up" a policy in the Protocllon 
Life. Every aucb rolicy helps to rid the com
munity of pauperism and tbe crimea Incident 
to poverty. H benedta the u aured by pro
moting loduatry a.nd economy, a.nd prolongs 
life by rellevlott It or aoxlety. H brioge money 
lo a n;oment a.nd juat a.t tltat momeot wheo It 
Ia, Indeed, "a very present help In time of 
trouble." 

'l'he profeaaional man, tbe proaperona mer
chant or to-day, mav be poor when abuffilnlt off 
their mortal coil, and their fa.mlllta, who have 
known the lnaclons sweets or plenty, be com-
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Cedar &tpids at 6:10A.M. and arrive at Palo, 
7:10A.M. Subsequent arrivala along the line 
to be at Shellsburg, 7:30, at Vinton, 8:30, at 
Benton City, 8:60, at Dysart, 9:15, and at 
Traer, 10:00 A.M. What a jolly excursion it 
must have been! 

When Andrew Sloss operated a mill on 
Wolf Creek, it was located where the foot of 
now-named Mill Street would have been. 
Above the mill was the dam that helped 
power it, and above the dam was the commu
nity "swimming hole" in summer. Beyond 
that was the mill-pond "skating rink" in 
winter. When the mill burned and the dam 
went out, both recreation spots disappeared. 
Dr. Haldy located and restored as closely as 
he could some of the mill stones. 

In July, 1931, Traer's Municipal Swim
ming Pool in Taylor Park was completed. A 
new pool was planned in 1978-79 at a cost of 
about $340,000, half being a federal grant, but 
subsequent findings determined the cost to 
be under-estimated. 

The Traer Flouring Mills, operated by 
George Glass & Son, 1879 advertised that 
they would do an exchange business, flour, 
bran, feed, delivered all over town. In August 
of that year, F.C. Hartshorn was fitting up his 
law office over the Brooks & Moore Bank, 
"gathering about him a valuable law Hbrary." 

Markets listed for Aug. 15, 1879, were: #2 
wheat, 65~; corn, 20¢; oats, 20~; #2 barley, 
50c:; flax, $1.00; hogs, $2.70 - $3.10; fat cattle, 
$3.50 - $4.00; eggs, 6¢ per dozen, butter 5¢ -
lOc: per pound. 

The Brooks & Moore Bank was the first 
brick building in Traer, built in 1873. The 
business had been established August 4, and 
it became the First National Bank in 1898. 
The Bank of Traer was founded by Seaver & 
McClary in 1875, but was not known by that 
name until1890. This bank closed during the 
depression. T he Farmers Savings Bank came 
into existence in 1915. Traer now has two 
modern banking facilities with ample parking 
space for customers. 

Some ofthe early churches were the United 
Presbyterian Church, Congregational 
Church, Methodist Episcopal Church and 
Advent Church. By 1891, Traer's population 
was 1500 and there were three churches. In 
1979, with an estimated population of 1700, 
the churches were St. Paul's Catholic Church, 
St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
United Presbyterian Church, Ripley United 
Church of Christ, and United Methodist 
Church. 

Giles Taylor provided the building for the 
first school, and in 1874, a new frame 
schoolhouse was erected. A 5-room brick 
school was built in 1876-1877 at a cost of 
$5,725. ln 1910 a second brick structure was 
built, but a fire destroyed it on April 9, 1917, 
just three days after the United States had 
declared war on Germany. This disaster 
necessitated another building which is the 
$110,000 brick heart of the present complex 
and was dedicated in 1918. There has been 
a steady expansion of the school facilities. In 
1956 the gym was dedicated; in 1957 three 
new classrooms were added; in 1964 a new 
elementary building was erected, the high 
school remodeled, and the system became the 
North Tama County Community School 
District, a combination of areas in the former 
Traer, Dinsdale, Buckingham and Clutier 
districts. Improvements continue. The first 
graduating class in 1885 consisted of 7 
students, while the 1986 class numbered 58. 
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Previous to the disastrous school fue 
destroying a building less than seven years 
old, other rues caused great losses. A very 
early conflagration practically wiped out the 
north side of the business district; in July, 
1886, a large section on the south side of the 
street burned. Within three months in 1894, 
the office of the Traer Star Clipper, the post 
office, Canfield 's Grocery, and Boettcher's 
Furniture Store were damaged in one fire, 
Perry's Livery Barn in another, and there was 
a $40,000 loss to nearly 20 buildings. In this 
century, the Farmers' Mercantile Co. burned 
on Oct. 24, 1927, and an L.A. Page Lumber 
Co. shed was destroyed on March 28, 1928. 
A problem faced by fuemen at the latter fire 
was lack of pressure for the hoses. An 
adequate volunteer fire department and 
modern equipment are now good insurance 
against such costly calamities. In 1979, 
Traer 's fire department observed its centen
nial anniversary. 

An iron worker in Burlngton was commis
sioned by E.E. Taylor to construct the 
winding spiral stairway at 534 - 2nd Street 
as an access to the Traer Star Clipper office 
in 1894. Its design was constrained by the 
narrow proportions of the building to which 
it was attached, and showed imaginative use 
of limited space. During the Bicentennial, 
this landmark was declared a National 
Historic Site, and Traer has adopted it as its 
symbol, along with the slogan, "Wind Up in 
Traer". Such stairways are no longer uncom
mon, and those in Traer no longer lead to the 
newspaper office, which has been housed in 
a ground floor location since 1953. 

On February 28, 1874, a Traer Agricultural 
Society was organized with West Wilson as 
president. Fairgrounds located north of 
Traer were said to be the finest in the county, 
and the first fair was held in September,l874. 
The well-known "Tam a J im" Wilson, United 
States Secretary of Agriculture for 16 years, 
helped to start this exposition since the 
northern part of the county seemed the right 
place for an annual fair. Years later, stockhol
ders of the Fair Board contributed $6,000 to 
the Carnegie Library which was dedicated 
March 31, 1916. 

In addition to "Tams Jim", two other well
known "greats" of Traer were Brigadier
General Palmer E. Pierce, who served 33 
years in the Army, and Ralph Dennis, Dean 
at Northwestern Un.iversity for 29 of the 37 
years he spent there. These three were in 
different fields; agriculture, military and 
education. Writers have already been men
tioned, and many Traerites have made 
notable accomplishments in other endeavors. 

Many social, fraternal and patriotic organi
zations, a.s well as religious societies, exist in 
Traer. Some of the very early groups to be 
organized were the Mason lodge, Hesperia 
#40, chartered on July 25, 1875; the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen, Enterprise Lodge 
#31, was organized October 21, 1875; Anchor 
Lodge, #32, Iowa Legion of Honor, came into 
being July 30, 1879. Early citizens were drawn 
together by a common interest then as now. 
Organizations tend to promote community 
spirit, and many groups are active. 

In 1887, telephone lines to some other 
towns bad come into use and in 1898, a town 
telephone exchange with less than 50 phones 
was organized. In 1902, a rural system came 
into being, and in 1905, the service became 
a Mutual Exchange. A modern dial system 
serves Traer. 

A contract for waterworks was let in 1894. 
In 1928, Traer was the only town in the 
county with a municipally owned power 
plant, combining steam beat service in the 
business district with electric light and 
power. 

When World War I began to take men from 
the community, public spirit ran high. ln 
April, 1918, the Camp Dodge Band came by 
t rain and gave a patriotic concert on the 
Library steps at 9:00 A.M. The local Red 
Cross served breakfast to them, and a 
generous collection was taken up for new 
drums. The same month a Liberty meeting 
was held in the Opera House. So many 
attended that people had to be turned away. 
Gov. W.L. Harding was speaker and A.L. 
Ames, Chairm.an of the Third Liberty Loan 
for Tams county, presided. "Both service and 
money slackers were brought face to face with 
real patriotism." In July, Union patriotic 
services were held at the Congregational 
Church, which had 37 stars on its service flag. 
Traer men later offered their services in 
World War II, the Korean conflict and the 
Vietnam Era. 

Taylor Park, popular recreation spot, fust 
had a neat board fence around it. During 
T raer's Golden Anniversary, July, 1923, the 
Memorial Arch spaning the entrance to the 
park was dedicated as a tribute to the town's 
war· heroes and no fences enclosed the park. 
In 1976, a memorial marker was placed in the 
park honoring "Tama Jim" Wilson, and a 
time capsule to be opened in 2076 was buried. 

Pioneers who immigrated from the states 
east of the Mississippi river, those immi
grants from Canada, Gennany, Scotland, 
Ireland and England, and those from Czecho
slovakia in whose honor the annual Czech 
Days and Polka Fest are observed, would 
heartily endorse the slogan, "Wind Up in 
Traer". They might even add, "And find a 
thriving, prosperous community." 

by Marie K. Vileta 

TRAER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

T91 

The Traer Fire Department has been in 
existence for over 100 eventful years. From 
1873-1879 8 group of concerned citizens 
called The Wide Awake Hose Company 
provided fire protection for Traer. An orga
nized fire department for the Traer commu
nity was formed in 1879. This was six years 
after the railroad arrived. It had 40 members 
with Thomas Greelis, chief engineer; Frank 
Hadsell, fust assistant engineer; and H.B 
Merriman, second assistant chief. 

The rust fire engine was a steamer pur
chased for $2,530. Dave Ward (who later 
served as fue chieO was appointed the town 
marshal, night watchman and stoker for the 
fire engine - all of which he performed for 
$45 a month. In 1889 a large pump of three 
sections was purchased that could be thrown 
in a well or cistern in a few minutes. A rebuilt 
t ruck was purchased for the department in 
1927. By this time the inadequacy of the 
present fire department was obvious. A f11e 
in the Farmers' Mercantile Store building 
caused our department to call many other 
departments to its aid. Traer definitelY 
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Reconstruction , leg1s atfon the. Radical Republieaqs. He have en eonstrued· by hifu·\ failure oflhe President to act 
was passed over JOhnson fired Secretary of War Edwin into a license to trample on within the Constitution must 
vetoes. As chairman of the even the penal statutes of the bring on (Tthe reme!iial power 

Stanton in violation of the rt t. Th r It · "~f" f · h Judiciary Com~ttee, Wilson a Ion. e esu IS 'IT:: ore o 1mpeac ment." · 
bad a hand in mucb of the Tenure of Office Act, . which us. The vote in the Senate on 
posf-Civil war legislation, in- prohibited the President from "The President challenges cOnviction of Johnson was 35 
c1 di h' f b'll ff' ·t'"· t t'" the supremacy of law and to 19, one vote .short of the . u mg sponsoJ1; IP o ~ 1 removing o Jeers WI >.~.ou 4e . dishonors his Cilnstitutional 
which gave blacks in the Dis- consent of the Senate. • two-thirds margin necessary 
~ict of COlumbi~ the right to obligation to 'take care that t~ convict. One of the decid-
vote. The House moved rapidly. the Ia.~~ are faithfully exe•. ing votes was cast by Iowa 

Johnson's veto of that ·but Johnson discharged StantOn cuted. . Senator James w. Grimes, 
.was one of the ads which on Feb, 21, 1868. An 'impeach. W i I son concluded, ''He r who endured incr-edil:)le villifi-
pr{)mg(ed th~ House to e.Stab- . Jilen.t r~lution was immedi-· shaJI have bis day in court, cation for his Note ag~st 
lish an impeacbll'lent inquiry . d . th and be taught, for his own cortviction< a t e I y introduce m e his -
by Wilson's Jlldiciary Com- ' good and that of · sueces- I o w a ' s other Senator 

1 mi.ttee early j.n 1867. House, and this time it was Sl>r$ j~ .offic~, th~t the presi- 1
1 

.1 a me s' Harlan of Mount 
T h e investigation IQllted f referred to the "Reconstruc- • dent of t~e Umted States, · Pleasant,_ voted to convict: 

most of the year, amassing tion Committee.instead of Wil- clothed With. an. the ~~at. Wilson retire4 from the 
1,200 pages of testimonY, and -~ ~on's Judicia)W Committee. pow~rs .of hJS hi~ offieJal ; ijouse at the end of his term 
e v 1 den c e ;. The _wildest .of 1 On Feb. 24, the House sta~on , 15 as cl>mpletely sUih in early 1869, returning to 
charges were mv.estigated, m- : passed the resolution, 126 to r ordinat~ to the . Jaw of ~e Fairfield ~o practice law. He 
c~uding innuendoes that John- ! 47, on a straight party line 1 ~ep~~llc as the humblest of turned down pffers to s~rve 
S9D had a part in Lincoln's · vote. Wilson was named to • lts.,cdi~ns ·. · · 1 in :President C1rant's ::abinet. 
~assiriation. Wilson does not i help draw up the articles. of _ The ~~~~Y of · the ~a~ , He entered a three-way 
appear to have been enthu- • impeachment . and was se-. pl~·7be a~thoug It race for U.S. Senate in 1872, 
siastic about t)ie Investigation t Jected as one of seven House strike· from his exaulted posi- · although he probably had no 
and was clit\~ed for drag- members to _manage the tion the chief magistrate of intention of wif!ning: His en-
ging on the W!)rk and not prosecution jn Uie· ~enate tbe nation,;, try' into the contest drew 

•making the e~idence public. trial. Legal Points southeast Iowa strength away 
Cite!! Duty "Broke Law" from Senator Harlan, allow-

Wilson. ap,pears not to have ing~ Wilson's friend, William· 
At one point; when Wilson Historians have not record- · 1 A; 1 Allison to be elected. 

was being pressed by Re- . ed Wilson's · private thoughts taken a e~\Ung roe ·among 
publi~ firebrands for rf}- 1 

00 why he .reversed himself the seven iiouse managers: Of 
· Ie~se .-of {!Ornmi~( ~videnc,e~~~ · and voted fo~ im_pea~hment. the impecff!hment trial. Most 
Wllson .snapped, .N~ atnount J In a speech on the House of his comments wen~ on le-
of • pol~tical pressUJ:~ $hall·. floor,' Wilson said impeach- gal points. regarding the ad· 

' turn me aSide.:Jt:qrn ~· ·conr, ment ·was now neces.sary be- missibiliti''of evi!lence and 
scientiops discharge':"_QI.~Jhe_ cause the President had will- . . 

, -~Y tims im~.~t:~~ i fully violated a criminal stat- ' other issues.. ·He often .eited. 
Speaking ot .tbf. ~ifent;j ute. precede~~··!>( ot.heJ"imne~C.h-

Wil!ion J;aid, A~re ¥"~,fny • "The public peace is again ment triais botli }Jl the Un!ted. 
mind nothing· geale.r. · · thfln . disturbea by the President· of States and -Britain. 
~hat ,P~litioally . th~r-~: is. nq: , the United StateS'," sa!d wn. , A.t one ~lnt, ·· ,W_jlson tri~de 
JUSbfteation o£ ·jtis ·;-actioll$ ~! son. ·"lie denies to the nation P'l 

and the headstrong Dbst)na_n:"' the repose whio,h it ,so mueb the ·argument that a presi-
c! wi~h . ~hilil. h~ ~ pe~- · needs. He. will not ,obey the dent ca,nnot blame his sub_or-
Sisted rn hiB .~Vtl wa,ya ~ui It-. law .and by it he must be • t:ijnates for. his aetions. One 

-is a differ~nt 'thing w&n you judged." of the arguments against im-
impose. u.pon l!le the dUty of· Referring . to the prevjo\1.5, ', peachment was *nat Johnson 
determ•mn~ .as: "' rnembe.r or ~~ vote against impeachment, 
t b e JudJC!~ry Comm1ttee. Wilson Qbserved, "He mis- acted on advjce ·of subotdi-
whether thl$ conduct and,~ l.ook our ju'~gment >for cow- nates tpat1 the Tenure of ·Of-
t~ose acts, bali as tliey are,. ardice, and worlted on until fic;:e Act w~s~unconstitutiona'l. 
Will,, urtder. the .law and the:. he has presented to us, as a Under a monarchy I ar~Wed 

... testJm(m~ Ill "~bis cas~, war~ s·e que n c e, a~ .high mis- Wilson, !'The ldrig's crt.Q!es 
f . .ran~ il~ JmPefi~hment Of the~ demeanor. known tO' law and 

PI' e.~.~ de 11.~ •• of th,e __ l)nlted- defined by statute. If we per- may be expiated. by the . vi-
-Stat~. . .... . , , mit thi!.i to pass unc;:pallenged carious atonement of his roin-
. In ~hf,! ~pl:j., .. wn~~ll: ~on.,_. ,it • • . no man can measure the isters; but the president is 
• cl\td~ t~ere was,po, evidence_ future troubles of this Repub- held personally amenable to 
of c~mal , ~uct. , ~Y th~. lie." · the impeaching power of the 
Prestdtmt, . a11-~ tb~· House . Wilson said he did not re- H au s e Of. Representatives. 
Voted . agams~ · an . Impeach• · gret his earlier vote against Concede to the president im
m,ent .resol\ltion . ?~-pee. 7, im~achmeni', bilt said the . inunity through the advice of 
18G7, _. D~~at~ ~as. · .cut short. : H(luse now .had no choice but I . his cabinet officers, and you 
under \Vil~Jon's ms1stence thato t · h reverse by your d$ision 'the 
t,he-. n~tion was entitled to a ; 

0 1
mpeac · theory. of our Constitution." 

speedy resolut~on of the is- Was Misunderstood 
sue. He said the earlier vote 

Fell Into Trap j seemed "t9 ?ave been most 
But tlien the Presidedt fell l · strangel~ misunderstood by 1 

· t th t t f hi b the Pres1dent. Our refusal to 
m o e rap se or m Y abuSe a power . . : .seems_ to 

"Grand Remedy" 
Wilson referred to impeach

ment proceedings as "the 
c o r r e c p v e power of this 
grand remedy" and said the 

Temperance ROle 
In 1882, Wilsbn was elected 

to the U.S. Senate and served 
· from 1883 until 1895. During 
this period of hiS' career, Wil
son was best known for his 
leadership in the temperance 
movemeht. 

He sponsored the so-called 
Wilson Act, which prohibited 
intoxicating liquors fr.om 
being shipped to or through 
dry states. 

Wilson died on .. Apr. 22, 
1895, at the age of 66. 

~ 
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WILSON, James (1835-1920) Biographical Information Page 1 of1 

WILSON, James, 1835-1920 

WILSON, James, a Representative from Iowa; 
born on a farm in Ayrshire, Scotland, August 16, 
1835; immigrated to the United States in 1852 with 
his parents, who settled in Norwich, Conn.; moved 
to Iowa in 1855 and located in Traer, Tama 
County; attended the public schools and Grinnell 
(Iowa) College; engaged in agricultural pursuits; 
taught school; member of the State house of 
representatives 1867-1871, serving as speaker in 
1870 and 1871; regent of the State university 
1870-1874; elected as a Republican to the Forty
third and Forty-fourth Congresses (March 4, 1873-
March 3, 1877); member of the Iowa Railway 
Commission 1878-1883; presented credentials as a 
Member-elect to the Forty-eighth Congress and 
served from March 4, 1883, until the closing day, 
March 3, 1885, when he was succeeded by 
Benjamin T. Frederick, who contested his election; 
director of the agricultural experiment station and 
professor of agriculture in the Iowa Agricultural 
College at Ames 1891-1897; was Secretary of 
Agriculture in the Cabinets of Presidynts 
McKinley, Roosevelt, and Taft, and served from 
March 5, 1897, to March 3, 1913; editor of the 
Agricultural Digest; died in Traer, Iowa, August 
26, 1920; interment in Buckingham Cemetery. 

Bibliography 
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http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=W000590 1/30/02 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Iowa WPA Graves - Genealogy Records, Ancestor History and Family Tree Research Page I of2 

••IOWA•• 
GRAVES 
SURV£Y 

WPA- w·ork Projects Administration 
1930's Graves Registration Survey 

r Search 'I [ Post-em Notes ) ( WPA History ) ( FAQ ] ( Volunteers )J Contact Us ) 
Search 655,644 Genealogy, Family History and Ancestry Records within 82 Iowa Countio 

WPA Record Search ... (Enter What You Know) 

Last Name: I begins with 3 jWilson 

First Name: j begins with 3 
County: ITama County- Iowa 3 Submit j 

'·J A Note About WPA Accurac Page 1 of 4 I> ~ 
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WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

\NILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 
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Instantly Access Over 400,000,000 
Death, Cemetery & Obit Records. 
PublicRecordsPro.com 

Genealogy: Death Records 
Lookup Obituaries & Death Records 
On Anyone Free. Official Service 
Death -Records.GovDcattlRecords .corn 

me Born Dt.:: ... JO.. 

(father) no dates Oak Hill TamaTwp. Tama 

(father) no dates Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

(mother) 1842 1914 Woodlawn Toledo Twp. Tama 

(mother) no dates Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

(mother) no dates Oak Hill TamaTwp. Tam a 

Aden T. 1 [6) Jan 1856 11 Feb 1906 Woodlawn Toledo Twp. Tama 

Agnes 1850 08 Jan 1871 Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

Agnes Me 1851 1937 Buckingham Perry Twp. Tam a 

Allen Ramsay 0 01 Mar 1853 01Jul 1910 Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

Andrew 1810 25 Nov 1888 Woodlawn Toledo Twp. Tama 

Andrew 08 Aug 1830 1 [6) Mar 1902 Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

Arthur 1847 1924 Gethmann Spring Creek Twp. Tama 

Barbara Kennedy 28 May 1828 22 Aug 1893 Crystal Crystal Twp. Tama 

BartholomeJ.\1 17Jun1827 04 Mar 1907 Rector Salt Creek Twp. Tam a 

Beulah Stoakes 1892 1920 Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

Carrie no dates Oak Hill Tama Twp. Tama 

Charles A . 09 Mar 1839 09 Oct 1910 Woodlawn Toledo Twp. Tama 

Charlie no dates Oak Hill TamaTwp. Tama 

Clement 1880 1921 Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

David 1851 1897 Buckingham Perry Twp. Tama 

Page 1 of 4 I> I» 

Iowa College Online 
Earn a college degree c 
you continue working. 
TlleEducationEdgc.com 

0 

age 72 

age 50 

age 21 

age 86 

age 52 

age 78 

age 77 

age 65 ... wlo West Wilson 

age 80, Pvt.MexicanWar1846, 8 
S.MountedRifles, Civi1War1861-
Vol.lnf.GAR. 

age 28 ... wlo P. L. Wilson 

age 71 ... Pvt. GAR. 

See Democrat, 12/27/1921 Dav! 
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WILSON 

WILSON 

Ce meter:v.: & Death Records 
Instantly Access Over 400,000,000 
Death, Cemetery & Obit Records. 
Pu bhcRccord s Pro .com 

N me 
E. J. 1827 

Elizabeth 15 Mar 1848 

Elizabeth Mitchell 1879 

Eva A 1862 

Flora 1838 

George 

GeorgeS. 1858 

Gorman 09 Sep 1859 

Grace 1826 

Harry A. 30 May 1877 

I. Franklin 1852 

J. B. 1825 

James 1823 

James (Tama Jim) W. 11(7.. ,. ltt.f3 

Jean 181r 

Jennie E. 1865 

Jesse J. 

John 1812 

John 05 Mar 1820 

John 

Gen eol o_gv.: Death Records 
Lookup Obituaries & Death Records 
On Anyone Free. Officia l Service 
Death .. R<!cords. GovDea thRccords .corn 

c 
1907 Buckingham Perry Twp. 

09 Jan 1884 Chapel Hill Carlton Twp. 

1920 Amity Grant Twp. 

1890 Buckingham 

1935 Buckingham · Perry Twp. 

23 Oct 1871 Spencer 

1917 Woodlawn ToledoTwp. 

13 Feb 1888 Woodlawn ToledoTwp. 

1918 Buckingham PerryTwp. 

03 Oct 1907 Buckingham PerryTwp. 

1929 Buckingham 

1897 Buckingham 

1907 Oak Hill Tama Twp. 

26 Aug 1920 

06 May 1881 Buckingham Perry Twp. 

1932 Rector Salt Creek Twp. 

28 Feb 1884 Pleasant Hill 

21 May 1892 Buckmgham Perry Twp. 

28 Nov 1879 Chapel Hill Carlton Twp. 

no dates Buckingham Perry Twp. 

~ 4 Page 2 of 4 t> '* 
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Tama 

Tama age 36 

Tam a age 41 ... w/o W. 

Tama 

Tama age 97 

Tama age 69 

Tama age 59 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama age 84 

Tama age 86 ... SeeM 

Tama age 66 

Tama age 67 

Tama age 23 

Tama age 80 

Tama age 59 

Tama Co. M 1st Iowa • 
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WLSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WILS_ON 

WILSON 

WILSON 

WIL,.SON 
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Instantly Access Over 400,000,000 
Death, Cemetery & Obit Records. 
PublicRecordsPro .com 

G" 1 lame 
John L. 

John Ward 

Lizzie W. 

Louisa J. 

Mar_garet Dry_nan 

Martha A. 

Martha J. 

Mary 

Mary 

Mary E. 

Matilda 

McDonald C. 

Mervil D. 

Minnie 

Nancy 

Nellie M. 

Nettie D. 

Peter 

Peter 

Peter McCosh 

Gc .1 

1872 

1865 

1845 

08 Apr 1824 

1821 

03 Feb 1814 

27 Jun 1830 

14 Dec 1836 

1886 

05 Oct 1868 

1843 

27 Jan 1887 

1852 

1840 

1867 

Geneolo.Qy Death Records 
Lookup Obituaries & Death Records 
On Anyone Free. Official Service 
Dec1 th- Records. Gov De a ttl Records. corn 

Di" 
1920 

1932 

Toledo Twp. 

Perry Twp. 

Perry Twp. 

Iowa College Online 
Earn a college degree c 
you continue working. 
Thr~EducationEdge .com 

02 Sep 1808 

1932 

17 Feb 1860 

23 Oct 1886 

1910 

Ce1. 

Woodlawn 

Buckingham 

Buckingham 

Gethmann 

Crystal 

Pleasant Hill 

Buckingham 

Woodlawn 

Buckingham 

Rector 

Waltham 

Oak Hill 

Woodlawn 

Woodlawn 

Chapel Hill 

Buckingham 

Maple Hill 

Dysart 

Buckingham 

Buckingham 

Spring Creek Twp. 

Crystal Twp. 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

Tama 

age 48 

age 67 

age 21 

age 87 

age36 .. w 

age 46 

age 89 

age 80 ... v 

age 28 

age 78 

age 79 

Pvt G.A.I' 

age 31 

age 30 

age 36 ... v 

age 31 

age 70 

age 86 

age 52 

age 65 

08 Dec 1894 

16 Sep 1878 

22 Feb 1903 

01 Oct 1915 

no dates 

1917 

04 Jul1898 

16Jan1879 

10 Dec 1918 

1922 

1926 

23Apr 1887 

1932 

Perry Twp. 

Toledo Twp. 

Perry Twp. 

Salt Creek Twp. 

York Twp. 

Tama 'Twp. 

Toledo Twp. 

Toledo Twp. 

Carlton Twp. 

Perry Twp. 

Indian Village Twp. 

Clark Twp. 

Perry Twp. 

Perry Twp. 
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WILSON 

WILSON 

WILSON 
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WILSON 

WILSON 
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Instantly Access Over 400,000,000 
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~i lC ;n 
Robert J. 1877 

Rosa 1872 

Sahar Milroy 1839 

Samuel 1834 

Sarqb 25 Dec 1833 

Susan 1855 

West C) 19 Apr 1820 

WestW. 1848 

Wi[I{~JIF~ 1874 

Geneolo_gy_Death Records 
Lookup Obituaries & Death Records 
On Anyone Free. Official Service 
Death-Records .GovDeat hRecords.com 

[. c 
1903 Buckingham 

1927 Woodlawn 

12 Jun 1907 Buckingham 

1916 Chapel Hill 

23 Oct 1907 Chapel Hill 

1909 Dysart 

27 Mar 1907 Crystal 

1923 Buckingham 

1927 Chapel Hill 
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Perry Twp. Tama 

Toledo Twp. Tama 

Perry Twp. Tama 

Carlton Twp. Tama 

Carlton Twp. Tama 

Clark Twp. Tama 
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Perry Twp. Tam a 

Carlton Twp. Tam a 
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In 1897 President William McKinley appointed James "Tama Jim" Wilson, a man 

once described as" ... being known only in Iowa and the vegetable kingdom," as 

Secretary of Agriculture. (Wilcox, p. 4) Wilson's appointment proved to be one of 

America's greatest turning points in the history of agriculture and education. Wilson took 

over a department that was understaffed, overworked, and politically weak. As the 

Secretary, Wilson raised the Department of Agriculture to cabinet level importance. Once 

this was accomplished, he strengthened the Department by increasing its number of 

employees. With this strong department, Wilson could focus on the goals of educating 

America's farmers, working to give the Department legal power, protecting the American 

public and making the United States agriculturally self-sufficient. 

Wilson took over a weak department. The Department of Agriculture was started 

in 1839 when Henry F. Ellsworth, Commissioner of Patents, received $1,000 from 

Congress to "collect agricultural statistics and for other agricultural purposes." The 

Agricultural Bureau became part of the Patent Office that was within the State 

Department. (Hoing, p. 50) It was not until 1862 that a separate Department of 

Agriculture led by a commissioner was created. Under the commissioner, the 

responsibilities but not the number of employees in the department grew.:. (Traer Star 

Clipper (1920), p. 3) With little money and few employees, the new Depa.rtinent of 

Agriculture was expected to gather statistics about farming, make scientific investigations 

into crop successes, and introduce new crops to the farmers. The already overworked 

personnel ofthe Department were given more responsibility in 1884 when Congress 

passed laws giving the Department the responsibility of preventing the sale of animals 

with "contagious, infectious, or communicable diseases." (Hoing, p. 22) The Department 
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was located on forty acres ofland in Washington, D.C. in a building constructed in 1868. 

(Moeller, p. 37) Many Agriculture Department employees had to have offices in rented 

buildings. (Gazette, p. 6) In 1889 Wilson, a former professor of Applied Agriculture at 

Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts, worked with the Patrons of 

Husbandry and other farm groups to convince Congress to make the Department a part of 

the president's cabinet. (Sage, 222) In less than two years, Wilson had accomplished a 

remarkable political victory for agricultural interests. 

Following the political victory of winning a place in the cabinet, Wilson began 

building the strength of the department. (Thomson, 33) Under Wilson, the Department of 

Agriculture increased from 2400 to 6,242 in 1906 and 9,107 in 1907. (The Register and 

Leader, p. 8) The Department reached 13,858 employees acting under six bureau chiefs 

whom Wilson proudly referred to as his "six-horse team." (Moeller, p. 37) To collect 

information about foreign agriculture and markets, he developed a system in which 

agricultural experts for the United States were employed by embassies outside this 

country just as the nation's had military and naval staff. Young scientists often wrote to 

him asking for advice on how to prepare themselves for work in his department. 

Encouraged by this interest, Wilson increased the number of scientists employed by the 

Department and the research projects involving them. By 1901, several thousand 

scientists were employed by the Department and Wilson was constantly searching for 

others. (Traer Star Clipper, p. 14) The appropriations for the Agricultural Department 

increased from $3,636,264 to $21,103,646. (Register and Leader, p.8) 

With a strong department, Wilson planned to educate America's farmers. Under 

his administration, the library of the Department of Agriculture expanded from a tiny 
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collection to over 15,000 volumes, one of the most impressive agricultural libraries in the 

world. (Traer Star Clipper, p. 14) The number of department publications grew from 424 

to 2,110 with 34,500,000 copies distributed each year. 

Wilson was equally concerned with strengthening the colleges of agriculture and 

the experiment stations. As Secretary of Agriculture he realized that Americans were 

getting more information from the press and farmers' institutes than they were getting 

technological instruction in the agricultural colleges. (Hoing, p. 142) Wilson's plan was . 

to make the Department of Agriculture as useful as possible to the experiment stations. 

The Department did not carry on all the experiments, but it assisted others by allowing 

the use of its mailing privileges, loaning Departmental experts for projects, and providing 

grants. Sometimes the Department helped pay for projects by contributing to the 

preparation of farmers' bulletins. When the state colleges and experiment stations did not 

prove as effective as Wilson thought they should be, he found ways to encourage their 

development. One of the most effective ways was to lend out to the state institutions 

scientists who had been trained by the USDA. (Hoing, p.146) Wilson was good at the use 

of public criticism to encourage an institution to change. In 1903 he openly criticized the 

University of California for graduating only one student of agriculture, a girl, in a class of 

450 students although the university received $70,000 each year for the education of 

farmers and mechanics. (Hoing, p.148) 

During Wilson's sixteen year term as Secretary of Agriculture,·tremendous 

growth, especially after 1908, was made in agricultural education. (Thomson, p. 33) In 

1897 there were only sixty-one colleges giving instruction to 4,000 students while by 

1911, sixty-seven colleges were teaching 18,000 students. Many others were enrolled in 
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( 
courses offered by forty-two private colleges. (Hoing, p. 129) In 1897 there were few 

opportunities to pursue graduate degrees, but by 1912 there were forty-three colleges 

offering graduate courses. In 1897 none ofthe colleges trained teachers for high school. 

By 1912, an estimated forty colleges did. In the same sixteen year period, the extension 

program had been created and by 1912 approximately 169,000 students were studying 

through extension or correspondence courses. In 1897 there were only nine agricultural 

high schools and no public high schools offering such work. In 1912 there were 289 high 

schools in eleven states receiving state aid for teaching agriculture subjects. By 1912 

nearly every state encouraged elementary education. There were 196 normal schools 

providing instruction so that elementary teachers would have the necessary skills of 

teaching. (Hoing, p. 154) 

Under Wilson's direction, the Department of Agriculture's power also increased. 

The Department prepared legislation that gave it more power over packing plants as well 

as the sale of meat within the United States and in foreign markets. This legislation had 

two important parts. The Department would have control over the sale of all interstate 

and international meat. The second part of the legislation required the packers to pay the 

cost of meat inspection. Wilson considered the payment part of the legislation to be the 

more important point. Present inspection had been weak because it depended upon 

congressional legislation. By requiring meat packers to pay for inspection, Wilson could 

send his inspection agents to any plant without fear that a lack of money would keep 

them from doing their job. (Hoing, p. 199) Adequate meat inspection laws protecting 

Americans' health were passed that prohibited the processing of meat from animals 

having such animal illnesses as surra, Malta Fever, foot and mouth disease, sheep scab, 
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( cattle mange, bovine tuberculosis, hog cholera, glanders, and rabies. (Mills, p. 101) The 

most complete system of meat inspection ever seen in the United States was started with 

an estimated fifty-nine million animals being checked annually in almost one thousand 

factories. (Carpenter) 

Led by Wilson, the Department of Agriculture worked to protect the American 

public. Wilson and the Department fought druggists and manufacturers who made and 

sold commercial remedies for livestock. Wilson believed that these firms greatly 

overcharged farmers for the remedies, making as much as 1200 percent and 2000 percent 

on some items. These companies seemed more interested in sales than getting rid of the 

disease. He believed that the govenunent should continue to develop the vaccines and 

serums. When it was not economical to supply the farmers with the necessary amount, 

the individual states should do it. To prevent a private monopoly of the hog cholera 

serum developed by the Department of Agriculture, Wilson had it patented and the patent 

was turned over to the people of the United States. (Hoing, p. 44) When his free 

distribution of black leg vaccine was challenged, Wilson organized farmers to write their 

congressmen supporting his work 

Wilson used the new strength of the Department of Agriculture to achieve a 

fourth goal-- making the United States agriculturally self-sufficient. To achieve this goal, 

he suggested raising all the agricultural products the United States then imported from 

foreign nations. (Telegraph Herald, p. 2) Over 34,000 species and varieties of plants were 

introduced and tested for their potential value to American agriculture. He has been 

credited with re-establishing the Morgan horse and introduced hundreds of crops to the 

United States. (Traer Star Clipper (1920) p. 3) These crops included durum wheat, 

5 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

/ 

Japanese rice; Russian macaroni wheat; Swedish oats; alfalfa from Turkestan, Siberia, 

Peru, and Arabia; seedless grapes from Greece; date palms from Africa; Smyrna figs; 

Chinese wood oil trees; mangoes; avocadoes; bamboos; camphor; cork; and large 

numbers of grasses as well as salt bushes from Australia. (Mills, p. 101) Research to 

improve irrigation and dry farming west of 100 degrees longitude were encouraged. 

Much progress was made in cultivating improved types of corn and cotton.:. (Traer Star 

Clipper (1920), p. 3) Tobacco studies in Maryland, the Connecticut Valley, Ohio, 

Florida, Kentucky, and Tennessee led to the production of an excellent crop. The sugar 

beet industry grew from almost nothing to an annual planting of 475,000 acres which led 

to the building of sixty-six beet sugar factories in seventeen states. Research on pear 

blight, apple scrab, bitterrot, cotton wilt, and asparagus rust prevented many farmers from 

buying worthless remedies. (Hoing, p. 44) The agricultural balance of payments during 

Wilson's administration increased from $234 million to $425 million.:. (Traer Star 

Clipper, (1934) p. 3) 

Wilson turned the Agriculture Department's program of seed distribution, one of 

its most criticized ideas, into a highly respected project. The first agriculture 

appropriation in 1839 established the seed distribution program. The original idea was to 

introduce foreign and rare seeds or plants not easily purchased in this country and 

distribute them for growing to farmers who would make annual reports on their progress. 

(Hoing, p. 33) People who grew seeds commercially protested that the program had 

become a congressional give-away in exchange for reelection votes and that the free 

distribution hurt their sales. Wilson believed that the seedmen did not understand his 

plan. Because of the cost, seedmen could not afford to provide free seeds to farmers; the 
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Marquis, Who's Who In America. Chicago. Chicago Press. 2000. 
This book had background information on Wilson. This researcher used this 
reference to find different dates that were important to this report. 

Moeller L. Hubert. 30 Stories oflowa. Lake Mills: (self published) 
This resource had information on the exact number of employees Wilson had 
in the sixteen years that he was in the Department of Agriculture. Wilson enlarged 
the number of employees to make a better department. 

Mills, George. Iowa' Amazing Past. Ames Iowa : The Iowa University Press. 1972 
This book told us about the adequate meat inspection laws and how they protected 
the Americans health. The laws were passed with Wilson's support. 

Sage, Leland. A History of Iowa. Ames, Iowa: The Iowa State University Press. 1974. 
This book was about in 1889 Wilson became a former professor applied to 
Agriculture at Iowa State College Of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts. He tried to 
convince people to put his Department part of the president cabinet. 

'Tama Jim' Launched Pure Food Law 60 Years Ago." Cedar Rapids Gazette. June 26, 
1966 

This article outlined the important work Wilson did in Washington and how 
poor the department was when he took over. 

"Tama Jim" Played an Important Part in Start of Farm Demonstration Work." Traer Star 
Clipper April 3, 1934 

This article provided background information on "Tama Jim" Wilson. 

Thomson, Jim. "A Scot to Remember "Tama Jim" Wilson," Scottish Highlanders. March 
13, 1980. 

This resource gave me information on the sixteen years Wilson was in the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Wilcox, Earley Vernon. Tama Jim. Boston: The Stafford Company, 1930 
This book was the only source which stated how unknown Wilson was 
when he came to Washington. 
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