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three miles from the city, surrounded l1y handsome 

grounds, and where, free from the dust and din of 

the city, he rests from the toils of the day . l\1r. 

Stewart is emph;Jtically a st:lf-1nadc man. lkginning 

life in a new country, without friends and in straitened 

circumstances, he has hy hi ,; own unaided indu s try 

and perscveranr:c gained a compet e nce, and the 

esteem and conilrkncc of hi,; fcllol\ ·-citizt:ns . 
I 

\\' E S L E \' J 0 N E S, 

W""ESLE\' JUNES, promii1L'llt merchant, Bur­
lington, low;J , wa s horn in Springtic:ld, Ohio, 

. on the nth of Jo'l'lml :try , r841, and is the ><• ll ,,f 
\Vesley Jones, seniu'r, and J\l;~ry i\l :•r~;, rct Jones, who 

were early settlers of th e s tate, hi s f:tt her loc;Jt ing 

· at Burlington in t8J 8. Soon afll'r the birth of 
Wesley the family remo1·ed to Jlurlin gton, wh e re 

he attended the common schools for a sho rt time, 

but the de;1th of his father le:1ving him dependent 

upon his own exertion, for a li1·ing, he ;a:ccpted the 

·first position that o ffered, 11·hich was th a t of ca rrier 

for the "Hawkeye" newspape r, in whic h oil1ce h e 

learned the printer's trade, and remain ed two years. 

He then secured a situation as cle rk in the dry­

goods house of W . H. l'os tlcw:1it, in irho,;e employ 

he ~pent seven years, and re m ained 11·itli hi ,; ~:Jc ­

cessors, Garrett, Rhodes an d <_:o., until th ey quit 

business. Shortly after this he we nt west and c·n­

gaged in a series of speculations, whi c h, though at 

times perilous and in which h e l:tuored under grea t 

disadvantages, were l'e ry successful, and he again 

returned to Burling ton . 

In r866 the book-st o re of J. I •. Corse, deceased, 

being offered for sale, he purchased it. It was th en 

doing a business of eighteen ;,r lii'Cllty thou sand 

dollars per annum. H e took hold o f it a green 

hand knowing n~>thin ~ at all uf the business, hut 

inves tin g th e sa m e energy an d 11·ill ll'hi c: h had 

pro1·ed so SliCI' Cssfnl in th e 1111111ntains of Montana, 

ancl with an eyL· to the ~ro11 · ing demands of the 

co untry, and a det e rm ina ti on to succeed, has built 

up th e establi shmen t to what it is now, the . leading 

hou se in its lin e in th e northwest, a nd doing a 

business of three hundred thousand dollars pe r 

annum . H e is lliHlouhtecll y the proprietor of the 

largest book..and papt: r sture owned an d contro ll ed 

by a ny one man in th e United States, a nd is v ice­

pres ident of the .\ m e rit:an Book Track :\ ssoc iati on 

of th e Un ited States, erected July, I D75, at a con­
vention held at ·Niaga r:t !;ails. Hi s sun :css has been 

attained hy hi ,; in duntit:d,lc: encrf!,)' :lll d close at­

te ntion to hn s in c:ss. lie is in thL· fu l!c,t sc nse of 

the term ;1 ·sel f-m a de lllan: commencing in ea rl y life 

without a penny , h e has rai snl him st:l f IJ)' his own 

nnaid cr! ability, industry a nd pcrsc ve ra nc e. 

He was brou ght up in the Episcopal churc h, ancl 

is still and Jttendant of th at form o f worship . 

In politics, he is a libe ral democrat, but is in no 

se nse nf the word :l po liticia n . 
Thou g h still young, he h:1s liy his superb busine ss 

'lual ifi c ations att"a in ecl th e res pect a nd conticlenc:e 

o f the tra tl e, and is a most exemplary citizen. 

liO N. GEORCE R. 1\11 LLER, 

.1/ : ISO ,V ( '/7'1'. 

T HE subject o f this s ke tch was burn in Craw- a nd wh e n twe ll'e ye:1 rs of age tlst·d to att e nd a 

ford county , Pennsy lvania, on the 21s t of J anu- select sc h oo l, fi1 ·e tniles from honlt', wa lkin g ten 

a ry, t8Jt, his pare nts bein g Abra m ~lillc r: lltd N :tncy n]iles daily . 
Ross Miller. Hi s patern a l grandfa ther ll' ao; a !lap- Wh en hc 11·a,., fllllrt ccn h is p :1 rcn ls ll tOI·ed lu \'ir- . 

tist minister for th irty tive ynrs ·1nd his hther a / ginia, an d afte r II'Orki ng one yc <~ r ll' ith hi s father on 

h I ld 
. ' ' - ' ' ' ' ' ' . ' ., ' 1 

a e o man, ts 11v111 g in l\!ason City . Hi s ma- , a farm the son ll';ls ap prent1 r:ecl to the tal o r s trace, 

ternal grandfath e r was a son o f Sir \\ ' illi;1m Ross, serving hi s ful l tim e o f three years . Wh ile working 

of Ireland. I on the ben ch h e ll'as :!ccustomed to s tudy, mo re or 

Young George h ad a strong thirst for knowledge, I less , giving all hi s tei~n re to text -boo ks, titting him-
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self for R teacher while learning his tmde. 
went directly to teaching, devoting eight · X.~ars : 

steadily to this, in Erie county, Pennsylvania, ; a..~d 
in the southern part of that state. . ··,f' . '\''~~;,: · 

Mr. Miller moved to Rossville, Allamakee county, 
Iowa, in 1856, being one of the early settlers in that 

. place. Rossville was named a(ter an uncle of his. 
twenty-six years of age he commenced studying 
at Rossville, and was admitted to the bar at . 

sing, Allamakee county, in 1859· He practiced 
· in that county until r 868, when he moved to Mason 

City, Cerro Gordo county, connecting real estate with 
his legal business. For six years he was in partner-

. ship with Hon. I. W. Card. The firm is now Miller 
d Cliggitt, and has a high standing in the county. 
In 1861 Mr. Miller received a recruiting commis­

; sian from Adjutant-General Baker, with the title of 
·· lieutenant, and that year recruited a portion of the 
' ISt Iowa Cavalry and the sth and 12th Iowa Infantry. 
The next year he recruited a company for the 27th 

·.· regiment of Infantry, and went into the army as 
captaii'i of the same. He served until June, x863, 

:when his health failed and he was discharged . 

DICT/ONARr .. 

.Mr. Miller represented Allamakee county in the 
twelfth general assembly, r868, being in the lower 
house, . He was one of the hard~working members. 

He is a Master Mason, and has been a member of 
the fraternity twenty years. 

He has been connected with the Baptist church 
since he was eighteen years old . 

He was a Douglas democrat, and now calls him­
self a liberal democrat. He was a delegate to the 
national democratic convention in 1876. 

In June, 1853, he married Miss Mary E. Burchi­
nal, of Fayette county, Pennsylvania . They have 
five children, all born in Iowa . 

Mr. Miller had quite a struggle to get his educa­
tion, having no assistance except his own diligence, 
perseverance and good health. He has been iden­
tified with many important enterprises in northern 
Iowa. He is one of the foremost men in Cerro 
Gordo county in agricultural matters, and has been 
president of the county agricultural society for the 
last four years. He is one of the leaders in what­
ever is calculated to promote the best interests of 
society. 

.COLONEL JED LAKE, 
INDEPENDENCE. 

T HE subject of this sketch, a son of Jedediah 
Lake, a farmer, and of Patience Church Lake, 

was born in Lapeer, then a part of Virgil, New 
York, on the 18th of November, r83o. His grand­

·•:;·. father, Henry Lake, served four years in the revolu-
. , ti<mary war .. Jedediah Lake died when his son was 

only three years old, and the latter remained with 
.' his mother on the farm until he was seventeen. He 

enjoyed the usual educational advantages of farm­
ers' sons to be had in a district school. After that 
age, for four or five years, he attended Cortland 
Academy in the summers and taught school in the 
winters. He paid some attention to classics, but the 

· English branches, and particularly mathemathics, 
engaged most of his attention . 

'·,·'' The years I 853 and 'r854 were spent in trave.l­
. ing in the middle and southern states, partly to 
acquaint himself with the manners and customs of 

· · the people and the resources of the country, and 
~·/ partly to find a location in which to settle. 
· He came to the west in September, r8ss, and ·be-

ing delighted with the valley of the Wapsipinecon, 

resolved to settle at Independence, Buchanan county, 
which he did the ·next month . He ran a saw-mill 
and cultivated a farm until the financial crisis of 
1857, when he found himself, like many of his 
neighbors, ruined by its effects . 

Prior to this date he had read a few law books, . 
and now resolved to devote himself to the legal 
profession . He entered the office of C. H. Lathrop, 
Esq., in the autumn of r857, and studied about one 
year, when he was admitted to the Buchanan county· · 
bar. Here he has practiced ever since, exc~t 
when in the army, having a very remunerative busi-
ness and standing high in the profession. , 

In August, 1862, he enlisted as a private in com­
pany C, 27th Iowa Infantry. When th. company 
was organized he was elected first-lieutenant, and 
was appointed lieutenant-colonel by the governor 
before the regiment was mustered into the s~rvi~e. 
In 1864, when Colonel Gilbert, commander of. this 
regiment, was promoted to brigadier-general, Lieut.­
Colonel Lake was commissioned colonel. He served 
three yea,rs, at the end of which time the war had 

., ; 

\' 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

HISTORY 

OF 

Franklin;Cerro Gordo Counties, 
IOWA, 

1'0GETHER Wl'l'H SKETCHES OF THEIR TOWNS, VILLAGES AND TOWNSHIPS, EDUCA'l'WNAL 
CIVIL, MILITARY AND POLITICAL HISTORY; POR1'RAITS OF PHOM-

INENT PERSONS, AND BIOGRAPHIES OF 
REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS. 

HISTORY OF IOWA, 
EMBRACING ACCOUNTS OF THE PRE-HISTORIC RACES, AND A BRIEF REVIEW 

OF 1TS CIVIL AND MILITARY HISTORY. 

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 

UNION PUBLISHI NG COMPANY. 

1883. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

*~J~·~'~================================~======~J~~-~~ 
i I 636 HISTORY OF CERRO GORDO COUNTY. T 

lie was married again w Octobe1·, 1816, 
to Martha A. W aido, a graduate of Mil­
ton Academy, Wisconsin. She came to 
Mason City in 1870, and was employed as 
teacher in the high school. They have 
two children-Anna W. and Ralph S. 
Mr. Stanbery was born in Mercer Co., 
Ohio, Sept. 23, 1846. He is a republican 
in political sentiment, and belongs to the 
Knights . of Pythias and the Masonic 
fraternity . 

Captain George R. Miller, one of the 
old settlers of Iowa and at present a resi­
dent of Mas n City, was born in Craw­
ford Co., Penn., Jan. 21, 1831. His par· 
en ts, Abram and Nancy (Ross) Miller, 
both now deceased, were among the first 
settlers of the county in which the subject 
of this sketch w~s born. Mr Miller emi­
grated to the State of Iowa and settled in 
Allamakee county in October, 1856. At 
the a.ge of fifteen he was apprenticed to 
learn 1he tailors trade and served hi<> full 
time, three years, in the town of Smithfield, 
Penn. During the time be was working 
at his trade, by improving his leisure 
hours, he prepared himself to teach, and 
on th e expiration of hit! time, commenced 
teaching in Erie Co., Penn., and taught for 
eight years in the public schools until be 
came west. At the age of twenty-six 
years be commenced the study of law, 
was admitted to practice at Lansing, Alla­
makee county, in 1859, and continued to 
practi ce law in that county until 1868, at 
which time he removed to Mason City, 
Cerro Gordo county. For six years there­
after he was the law partner of lion. I. 
W. Card. The firm is now Miller & Cli-

j gitt and has a high standing in northern 
J J Iowa. Tn 1861 Mr. Miller received a 

*1~ 

lieutenant's commission from Adjutant 
General Baker and recruited for the 1st 
Iowa Cavalry, and the 5th and 12th Iowa 
Infantry. The next· year he recruited 
company I, 27th Iowa Infantry and went 
into the service as captain, serving until 
June, 1863, when his health became so 
poor fr.om . long continued l'lickness and 
exposure, that he was discharged from 
!'ervice. He represented Allamakee coun­
ty as a member of the twelfth General 
Assembly, being in the lower bouse. He 
has been quite active in politics since he 
became a resident of Iowa, and was adele­
gate to the National democratic conven­
tion in 1876, at St. Louis. He bas occu 
pied many stations of trust and responsi­
bility of minor importance ; was presi~ 

dent of the Cerro Gordo County Agricul­
tural Society for four years ; president of 
the board of trade, Mason City ; is now 
serving his third term on the board of 
education in Mason City as president ; 
and is grand master of the order of 
United Workmen for Iowa. In June, 
1853, he married Mary E. Burchinal, of 
Fayette Co., Penn. They have five chil­
dren, all born in Iowa. The eldest, R. J. 
Miller, late principal of schools at Rock­
well, Iowa, is twenty-four years of age; 
Ella (Miller) Loring, wife of H. P. Lor­
ing, twenty-three years old; Thomas B., 
principal of schools at Plymouth, twenty­
one years old; Will E., eighteen years of 
age, and Lulu May, twelve years old. Mr. 
Miller has a liberal ed11cation, obtained 
through his own exertions without assist­
ance, save diligence and perseverance. 
H e has been successful in his profession; 

is, and always has beeu, identified with t· 
whatever is calculated to promote the 

--- ~)r 
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best interests of society, and may be said 
· t~ be o~e of the live men of northern 
Iowa. In religion, Mr. Miller is a Bap­
tist; is a prominent member of the Masonic 
fraternity and an Odd Fellow since 1852. 

John Cligltt, junior partner of the law 
firn of Miller & Cligitt, Mason City 
was born in R ensselaer Co., N.Y., Aug. 
25, 1840. He came to Mason City, Iowa, 
in 1871, where he has since lived, en­

. gaged in the practice of law. Soon after 
his birth his parents moved to Burlington, 
Vt., residing there until the spring of 
1850, at which time they settled in Ken­
dall Co., Ill., wbbre John was brought up 
on a farm, receiving a common scl-.ool 
education. He af terwards divided his 
time for some years between farm work, 
teaching school and reading law. He 
attended the Chicago law school and re­
ceived hi~! first certificate of admission to 
the bar, from the Supreme Court of Illi· 
nois, in the spring of 1869. · Coming to 
Iowa without financial means and wholly 
unaquainted, he had his full share of 
difficulties to contend with . But with 
good health and persevering efforts he has 
successfully established himself in the 
legal profession. In th e spring of 1881 

he was elected mayor of Mason City, in 
which office be is now serving his fourth 
term. He is a law partner of l-Ion. G. R. 
Miller and is one of the rising men of the 
State. 

R. Wilbur, of the firm of Wilbur & 
Sherwin, Ma~on City, came to Cerro 
Gordo county in 187l, and has since been 
actively engaged at his profession. 

. ,;·. Mr. Sherwin, junior-member of the firm 
· .. i of Wilbur & Sherwin, is a self-made man, 

~~· . · has acquired a good legal education and 

1t~ 
--ooj~ 

is to-day among the most prominent .law­
yers in Cerro Gordo county. 

John D. Glass, of the firm of Glass & 
Hughes, became a resident at Mason City 
in 1871, and in 1875 formed a partnership 
with C. H . Hughes. Mr. Glass was hom 
in Monroe Co., Ohio, Nov. 3, 1845 . He 
received a good common sehoul trainin g, 
supplemented by a course of academic 
study. In 1870 he was graduated at th e Law 
Department of the Iowa State University, 
and in the fall of the same year he went 
to West Union, where be began the prac­
tice of law. In 1878 he was elected mayor 
of Mason City. In 1882 the county pre­
sented his name for memher of Congress 
from his district . Mr. Glass was marr·ied 
in January. 1871, to Alice, daughter of 
James .Hemley, of Johnson Co., Iowa. 
She is a graduate of the Academic Depart· 
ment of the Iowa State University. They 
have one child-Eva. In August, 1883, 

Mr. Glass was nominated as republican 
candidate for Senator from the forty_ 
third senatorial district of Iowa, and 
the campaign opens with the best of pros­
pects for his election. 

J. J. Clark, junior member of the law 
firm of Stanbery & Clark, located at Mason 
City in 1874, and formed conjointly with 
J. S. Stanbery, the relation represented by 
the above named style. 

Mr. Clark was born in l\'Iadison Co., Ky., 
Oct. 30, 1851. His father, .James W. 

Clark, was a Presbyterian pr.eacher and 
was, during his life, twice a delegate to 
the Presbyterian, General Assembly. His 
moth er, Martha (.l£rubray) Clark, was born 
in Kentucky where her father was a set­
tler cotemporaneously with Daniel Boone 
and her relatives intermarried with those 

,. 
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Veteran's name 

·:t Residence 

. .1. , 
' Mf~ler, Geo'rge ·R. 

· Ma,lhm: City, I 
I ~ ~ 

Occupation . Att'orney . 
' 

Date ~Irth Jan 21 1P311.; Place ' . • I 

j 
. Date death 28 0 1885 

Cause 

I . !.War record . Capt. I 
::-1 ' 27 

Rank: Comnari~ Re~rlment 
I . I 

Enlisted ~ My l~~J . / : :~ · 

. . , *Disch. 2J •Je '63 . 
Roster Iowa Soldiei-al: Co 'r 27 
George...;,}i... Ag~ • :so ··. Re1"!i • . Ros~~ll 
Appointed Captain AJg 15, ~862 • . 
Ma\ 3,_ }86~ • . · ! ... · 

DiscWged · . : - . 
· Date-

J.- · 

i 
! . 

Veteran's ~arne MUler, George 

Offices of honor i~ G~ ;, R. 

Year 

I I 
' ! 
' i ' 

b ' i· 

. Member-at-Large 

Dat. Pal~ lbnourit 
. ' 

· Mother 

wu•· · 

. .. 

· Po.t .name 

C.H.Huntley 

.. I , - -1 
: I r 

.I 

etc. '·\ 

·.·I ' 
relativ,es 

,. 
. I 

j . 

i 
War 
I . I ., 

' 

I 

' 
: P·la.:. . D:t. 

. : ,· 

f 

Mason Cit;r 3o· 
' ag • .f 

Yw Dat. Pald 
, Date Pald 

! ' : .' · .... ·· l 
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Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for George R. Miller in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-BOQ-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

I. I 

Provided in 
Association with 

-~ ~~~-~, _-~ ·~~ -:,• ..; .. ·'rt', ~ .. ?~'~<r •• t>:.•r ·~·~··· ••• i~ .• ,- ,· ···~·-

'--··. - -· - -· -· .. -·--~-

Name: George R. Miller 

State Filed : Iowa 

Widow: Mary E. Miller 

Source Information : 
Natronal Archives and Records Administration. Civil War Pension Index: General 
Index to Pension Files~ 1861-1934 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2000. 
Onginal data: Genera/Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934 . Washington, D.C.: Natrona! 
Archives and Records Administration. T288, 546 rolls. 

Descri pt ion : 
This database is an index to and images of pension cards of Civil War veterans rn the 
United States. Each record includes the veteran's name and state in which he1 or his 
dependents, filed the application. The digitized tmage of the index card itself, 
contains additional information on the individual, such as unit of service, date of 
filing, and application and certificate numbers for the pension case file housed at the 
Nat1onal Archives and Records Administration m Washington D.C. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Coq:xxate Information careers PRIVACY POlleY Terms and Conditions 
Ancestry.com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=civilwarpension%2c&rank=O&gsf ... 

Page 1 of 1 
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U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for George R. Miller in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80(}-ANCESTRY 

r,;; 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: George R. Miller 

Side: Union 

Regiment Iowa 
State/ Origin : 

Regiment 27 Iowa Infantry 
Name: 

Regiment Name 27th Regiment, Iowa Infantry 
Expanded : 

Company: 

Rank In : Captain 

Rank In Captain 
Expanded: 

Rank Out : captain 

Rank Out Captain 
Expanded : 

Film Number: M541 roll 18 

Source Information: 
National Park Service. U.S. Civil War Sotd;ers, 1861·1865 [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: National Park Service, Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System, online 
<http://www.ltd.nos.gov/cwss/>, acquired 2007. 

Description: 
This database contams the names of approximately 6.3 mill ion soldiers who served in 
the American Civil War. In addi t1on to their names, information that may be listed for 
each soldier includes regiment, company, and rank. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Infonnation careers PRIVACY POlleY Terms and Condttions 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry .com 
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U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for George R. Miller in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-SOQ-ANCESTRY 

© 1997·2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: George R Miller 

Residence : Rossville, Iowa 

Age at 30 
enlistment: 

Enlistment 15 Aug 1862 
Date: 

Rank at Captain 
enlistment: 

State Served : Iowa 

Survived the Yes 
War?: 

Service Record : Commissioned an officer in Company L Iowa 
27th Infantry Regiment on 03 Oct 1862. 
Mustered out on 03 May 1863. 

Birth Date : abt 1832 

Sources: Roster & Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of 
Rebellion 

Source Information: 
Historical Data Systems, camp .. U.S. CivO War Soldier Records and Profiles [database 
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2009. 
Original data: Data compiled by Historical Data Systems of Kingston, MA from the 
following list of works. 

Copyright 1997-2009 
Historical Data Systems, Inc. 
PO Box 35 
Duxbury, MA 02331. 

Descr iption: 
This database is a compilation of military records (including state rosters, pension 
records, and regimental histories) of individual soldiers who served in the United 
States Civil War. Learn more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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MILLER, George R. Add a Post-em Note 

Born: 

Died: 

Cemetery: 

Location: 

County: 

21 JAN 1831 

28 OCT 1885 

ELMWOOD 

MASON CITY 

CERRO GORDO CO.- IOWA 

,;· How to use post-em notes ... 

Your Name: (required) 

Your Email: Cl) (required) 

0 Notify me when others post to this record. 
Record Notes: CO. B 32ND IOWA INF. 

Related Web Page: (optional) Cl) 

The information contained on this website was originally recorded by Iowa 
WPA (Works Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In 
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. 

• Search for additional Iowa WPA Records 

• Learn more about WPA History 

• Get answers to frequently asked questions about WPA accuracy. 

• Visit the Iowa Gravestone Photo Project. 

No "Post-em's" have been 
contributed for this record. 

URL: 

URL Tille: 

Note: 
(required) 

Password: 11) 

You have 400 characters remaining. 

(Required) 

Searching for George R. MILLER in Cerro Gordo County Iowa? Others have found this page by searching for George R. MILLER genealogy, 
MILLER burials in Iowa, George R MILLER vital records in Cerro Gordo County Iowa, MILLER surname in Cerro Gordo County Iowa, George R. 
MILLER census records, MILLER family history, and MILLER family tree. 
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