
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

• .,.". 

~ 
/-

/ ~ ~ 

St!~d a:1 P o r~ Fo r ~e ~ter. o f t~ e Leq~s: ~t ~ r. 

rfame 

2 . MarriaQI (5) date place 

3. SiQnificant Iventl for example: 

~ . Busin ••• ________________________________________________ _ 

B. Civic rlsponsibilitils ____________________________________ ___ 

C. prOf ••• ion~~~.~/ ~~~/-.~/~iF~'~*~'~~~----------------------____ _ 

4. Church memb.r.hip ________ ~----------------------------------

5 . Sess io ns l.rv~d~/i~O~·~" -1. ~--/~~~.~~/~,~~/~,~U~.~,~/.(~:.~ ... 4.~/~/~, ~~.~.~.~'~~~~.~~/~f/,. 
6. Pu b li c Offic •• 

~. ~oc.l fL-&,, ~, 

B . Stat. 

C. National 

, J.,., I tf.,." .. ''t IF>! I - ;2, /rl, 

7. Death .J7 wulfJn..,,;, ~""/./ .. ).../ 
8. 

'9. Names of 

,.. tr .. I J, , 

ib, ~ X· ,/ 
? ( , 

, ',w./ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

10. Education, _________ _ 

11. Deg r ees __________ _ 

/ > 

~0 I 0 u
h.< Cf -?t;17A~, .... /~4,~/nb 

~ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

• . . 

Sources Log 'For Legislation Bntries 

Applicability 

Source Kon Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

- roots Wt.htCdm {,&,w, ' ... .L ~~hy ,.-
- b..4 rd.,;" - -di¥.4Lliplc .@,.",:, ..JI.,.lf #< ,/,.,. , 

:;J.",v. ~< 6; /8'?~ / H ~~·I 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

RootsWeb's WorldConnect Project: MileslNeibaur/ConderlHiggins Page lof7 

~~ 
Welcome to RootsW~ 

RootsWeb.com .. . ThI! oldest and largest fREE gf'flPOlogy site, 5IJpported bW 
Home Seart:hes Family Trees Mailing Usb Message Boards 1 Web Sites ! Password: 

Find Your Ancestors in the Birth, Marrjaae, and Death Records lit. S!i'1ttl.~5!l. 

Anaffrycom 

Miles/Neibaur/CooderlHiggios 

Entries: 19653 Updated: 2005-01-08 21:47:04 UTC (Sat) 

Contact: Beverly Miles \\}\'~"l.~t\~\\\~ ),'l=;S1:9!!;~\\"~~!:~\\,* : . , ',. ' , . ~' . .... . ' . '. . . . , ..' , .. 

Iru!.ex I Desceodancy I Register I Pedigree I Abnenl.f" l Download GEDCOM I Add PosHm 

• ID: 1I7815 
• Name: Wilberforce P. GAYLORD 
• Given Name: Wilberforce P. 
• Surname: Gaylord 
• Sex: M 
• u/D: 1438BE227FIA744E8C2EC Il717CA07AFBOIO 
• Change Dale: 22 Sep 2003 
• Note: 

Wilberforce P. Gaylord was a lawyer and a state senator. He wrote 
the history of Floyd County, Iowa. A copy of this book (now out of 
print) is in the hands of a descendant, Miss Margaret Severe, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. She also has a number of pictures some of 
which were graciously shared to be included in the Gaylord Family 
Tree. Other information about the Gaylord family can be found in the 
MacNider Museum in Mason City, Iowa. (See Gaylord Family Tree. 
pgs. 19-23.) 

History of Floyd County reads in part: 

CHAPTER XV, pgs. 634-640. [partially reproduced, some portions 
not included] 
EMINENT DEAD 

Hon. W. P. Gaylord 

The ancestors of the Gaylord family originated in Normandy. France. 
The fust name appears in 10hnville's memoirs of Louis IX. in the 
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thirteenth century. Some of the Gaylords moved to England in 1550 
or 1551. William Gaylord was a native of Exeter, England, and came 
to Massachusetts in the ship "Mary and John," arriving in Boston 
Bay, May 30, 1630, and settled in Dorchester. He died in 1673. Then 
followed four generations, thus: Walter, Joseph, Joseph, Jr. , and 
Samuel. W. P.'s great-grandfather, born in 1709, who had a son Agar, 
a grandfather born 1730, died 1818, aged 88 years, and who settled in 
Norfolk, Connecticut. His brothers and sisters were Justus, Anna 
Mamie, Joseph, Thankful, Samuel, Timothy, Giles and Esther. 

Agar Gaylord had two wives, had two daughters by his first wife, and 
then married a widow Jerome, by whom he had three children, 
namely: Sarah, Esther, and Samuel. The latter was born January 6, 
1776 in Norfolk, Connecticut and died in the summer of 1861, aged 
75 years. His wife's mother's maiden name was Betsey Jackson, born 
in Brookfield, Connecticut. She died in July 1859. 

Samuel Gaylord's children were eight in number. as follows: Jane, 
Lyman, J. Jay, Wilberforce P., Edson, Jackson, Harriet and Johnson. 
Deaths: Harriet, Jane, Wilberforce. 

W.P. Gaylord was born in New Milford, Conn. Sarah Elizabeth, his 
wife, was born in Stillwater, New Jersey. Their children were as 
follows: Buena Vista, born January 9, 1847 in Sussex, New Jersey~ 
died September 25, 1849, in Green, New Jersey; Mary E., born 
February 18, 1850 in Green, New Jersey, died September 29, 1871 in 
Nora Springs; Harriet Aurelia, born December 25, 1853, in 
Frelinghuysen, New Jersey; Buena Vista 2d, born February 22, 1856 
in Rock Grove, Iowa; LauraA. born July 23.1858, in Rock Grove, 
Iowa, died January 15, 1865, in Rock Grove. George, born February 
25,1861 in Rock Grove; CWoe Irena, born February 21,1863 in 
Rock Grove. Jennie Bell, born Aug. 19, 1865 in Nora Springs; 
Minnie Elizabeth, born June 27, 1869, near Nora Springs. 

In the spring of 1854, he carne to Floyd County, stayed until early in 
the fall when he went to Wisconsin, returning again in about a year. 
December 5, 1855, he was joined by his wife and family, whom he 
had left in New Jersey, and who carne to share with him his Western 
home, and the vicissitudes of pioneer life in the wild region of 
Northern [owa. 

He located on the Shell Rock, near where Nora Springs now stands. 
Soon after settling there he commenced the practice of law, and was 
admitted to the bar at Mason City, about the time of the organization 
of Cerro Gordo County. He was always a prominent actor in nearly 
all the history of the county. Being a man of great activity and 
perseverance, he was ever one of the foremost men in all matters 
affecting his county and its welfare. During the early days of the 
county a very bitter county-seat war was waged between the east and 
west sides. Prominent among the leaders was Mr. Gaylord in the 
interest of the west side. After they had gained the victory. a 
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celebration oftbe event was held at the geographical center of the 
county to rejoice over the event. The s~ed of congratulation by Mr. 
Gaylord was one of the wittiest and best of his life. So good-humored 
and jolly was the speech that it tended largely to disann those of the 
other side. 

He was elected a member of the Eleventh General Assembly for 
Floyd and Cerro Gordo counties, and of the Twelfth for Floyd 
County. For several years he was Postmaster at Nora Springs, 
resigning the office to accept the position of State Senator for the 
45th District in the Eighteenth General Assembly, where he served 
one session, with great credit. The bills which he originated the 
sustained to a passage, and the position which he promptly took on 
the woman suffrage question made his name familiar throughout the 
State, and the strictures of his brethren of the press on the latter point 
were boldly and ably met, and in a tone which promised animated 
discussion had he lived to again meet that subject in the Senate. At 
the re-assembling of the Senate, resolutions ofrespect and 
condolence, in honor of his sterling merits, were offered by Senator 
Wbeley, as follows: 

"Resolved, That this preamble and resolutions be spread upon the 
journal: that the secretary of the Senate be, and is hereby, directed to 
fonvard a copy of the same to the family of the deceased; and 

Resolved, as a further mark ofrespect of the deceased Senator, the 
Senate do now adjourn." 

He was editor of the Nora Springs Telephone, not for a salary or pay, 
but because he loved the work. His pen was racy, spicy and vigorous. 
When he applied the lash to an opponent, there was a1ways a sting to 
it, and yet so tempered with good nature that he rarely made an 
enemy of his adversary. He was also correspondent for the Advocate 
and Intelligencer, of Charles City, the Rockford Reveille and other 
papers. In sty Ie he was easy and direct. Fearless in his criticism, 
severe in his denl1nciation, but always and just as to the rights of 
persons--always condemning wrong and applauding right. 

He frequently discussed death and the future. Often did he say that 
the only thing he feared or dreaded was death. The future was a 
mystery to him, one of which he could not form a satisfactory 
opinion. His idea was that God is a part of man and man is a part of 
God. So closely connected that neither can get along without the 
other. He was a very decided believer in the pre-existence of man and 
at death he will return to his former habitation of the realms of God. 

His death was almost instantaneous and probably painless. In the 
quietude of his home and the bosom of his family the dread angel, 
who must sooner or later visit all mankind, came unannounced and 
unheralded. He was in robust health up to the very moment of his 
decease. In the midst of the strength and vigor of manhood, and in the 
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rapid development of an onward and upward career, was he cut down. 

On that day of his death, in his usual off-hand, friendly manner, he 
was meeting his associates, throwing a jest at one, wrestling with 
another, and exhibiting a vitality unequaled by most men. 

During the evening he was as well as usual, and at about half past 
nine o'clock retired for the night. In fifteen or twenty minutes Mrs. 
Gaylord also retired. Soon after getting into bed she discovered that 
something unusual was the matter with Mr. Gaylord. Before she 
could procure a light and call for help, he was dead. An autopsy on 
the body by Drs. S.G., and T.D. Blythe showed that the cause of 
death was heart disease. 

The following poem was written by Wilberforce P. Gaylord and 
published in the Nora Springs,Iowa Advertiser, Thursday. February 
28,1974: 

Then and Now 

Eighteen years ago (and few are here to know) 
This country was wild and romantic 
Prairies, like the Sea of Old Galilee 
Breezes that swept like gales off the Atlantic. 

The pioneers came and slaughtered the game, 
They cut c;lown the trees and made houses~ 
They hewed out their floors, their windows, their doors 
and deer skins they made into trousers. 

With reliance on god, they turned o'er the sod, 
They planted their seed in the ground; 
They fenced in their lots and their crude cots 
And whatever went wrong was easily righted. 

One house was for all, the church and the hall 
The Sunday School, day school and 'election. 
They all huddled together, whatever the weather 
No critics were there to make inspection. 

No jewels or laces adorned their faces 
But innocence, virtue and manhood were there; 
Ladies wore calico dresses. their own curls and tresses 
No flax or chignons in place of their hair. 

No quarrels occurred.. their bond was their word.. 
Their pledges were always redeemed. 
They borrowed and lent. with an honest intent 
And everybody then was just what they seemed. 
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Their children learned work, without learning to shirk 
They were strong, healthy and shrewd; 
They earned the salt that they ate as well as their meat 
While this wilderness wild they subdued. 

Whether funera1 or marriage, no fine horse or carriage 
No waiter to bring them around; 
Their hoses astride, they did reverently ride, 
Or plodded on foot o'er the ground. 

No cities were here. nor vendors of beer, 
Nor law suits so hotly contended; 
We lived here in peace, without aid of police 
When troubles began they were quietly ended. 

When anguish or sorrow, one wanted to borrow, 
Their neighbors stood ready to lend; 
When afflicted or sick, all were ready and quick 
To go to relieve - or substitute send. 

Contracts were made without written larade, 
Whatever was said was every time meant. 
In a promise to pay, here was never delay, 
Whether money was borrowed or confidence lent. 

Skill is displayed and railroads were made, 
And towns sprung up on their lines; 
Strangers came in vvith piety and sin, 
Gentlemen, loafers and preachers divine. 

It seems strange somehow, but everything now 
Goes on like the style of the City; 
The gentlemen swell and so does the belle 
And the "old settlers' look on in pity. 

How a bargain or note must be carefully wrote 
The language must be well perfected; 
With security approved, before goods are removed. 
And every barrier of safety strongly erected. 

And even a receipt must be written complete. 
The contents carefully guarded, 
Or at some future day, a lawyer to pay. 
And the whole thing entirely discarded. 

The old spinning wheel, the loom and the reel 
Give way to more modem inventions, 
While music and dancing and elegant prancing 
Claim much of our time and attention. 

On credit or cash, the gentlemen dash, 
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! 

Their fathers are rich -- who cares! 
But by my steel yards, beer, whiskey and billiards, 
Are the kind of wild oats that grow into tares! 

But life is a tussle, go in on your muscle 
And swing out with a trump or a jack, 
You will be high or low. remember 'tis so 
But the game will be found with the rest of the pack! ! 

• Birth: 1824 in New Milford. Connecticut ~ 
• Death: 27 APR 1880 :1 
• Burial: 1880 Rock Grove Cemetery, Nora Springs, Iowa 2 

Father: Samuel GA YLQRD b: 6 JAN 1776 in Norfolk, Connecticut 
Mother: Betsy JACKSON b: in Brookfield, Connecticut, USA 

Marriage I Santh Elizabeth SLATER b: 17 JAN 1807 in Stillwater, New Jersey 

• Married: 2 

Children 

I. Buena Vista GAYLORD b: 9 JAN 1847 in, Sussex, New Jersey 
2. Man' E. GAYLORD b: 18 FEB 1850 in Green, New Jersey 
3. Harriet Aurelia GAYLORD b: 25 DEC 1853 in Frelinghuysen, New 

Jersey 
4. Buena Vista GAYLORD b: 22 FEB 1856 in Rock Grove, Iowa 
5. Laura A. GAYLORD b: 23 JUL 1858 in Rock Grove, Iowa 
6. George L. GAYLORD b: 25 FEB 1861 in Rock Grove, Iowa 
7. Chloe Irena GAYLORD b: 21 FEB 1863 in Rock Grove, Iowa 
8. Jennie Bell GAYLORD b: 19 AUG 1865 in Nora Springs, Iowa 
9. Minnie Elizabeth GAYLORD b: 27 JUN 1869 in Nora Springs, Iowa 

Sources: 

I. Abbrev: Gaylord Family Tree 
Title: Mrs. Eloise Severe, Gaylord Family Tree (Grand Junction, Colorado:, 
1986)<10:,1986. 
Page: pg. 11 

2. Abbrev: Gaylord Family Tree 
Title: Mrs. Eloise Severe, Gaylord Family Tree (Grand Junction, Colorado:. 
1986)<10:, 1986. 
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