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DEATH OF HON.
~W. 6. DONNAN,

“« End of a Career Full of Good

Works and Honors. *

AN ABLE ‘AND A GOOD MAN.

A Briet Resume of the Prineipal
Events of a Long and
i Useful Life,

After a confinement of less than
one week to. his room, Hon. W.-G
.Donnan died at his home on the
West Side, at ndon, Friday, Dec. 2.
“Mr. Donnan had been in failing
‘health for some time, but had been
nble .to be at his post ue president
,of. ‘the First: National bank .one’
week before his demise, 7 .

. William Q. Donnan was born in
"West Oarlton, Saratoga county, N.

Y., June 30,,1834,- and "was there-
- fore Jn . his " seventy-fifth year at
He was the soh of ‘Alex..and
" Blizabeth McKindley Donnan. He

prepared for college in Uambrld§e

‘Academy, N. Y,; was' graduated in
the classionl course. of Union ~Col«
“lepe, 80henactad¥. *N. Y., and grad-
. nated In 1866, n the. antomn of

the same year, he settled at Inde-

pendence. Here he studled law,
and in Aprll, 1867, was admitted to
the bar. In Ootober o!f the samo
year ocourrod ‘his matringn to' Mlss

ary E. Willlamaon, whoso father
was a native Virginlan, her mother

_of Bouth Oarolina, At the fall olec-

tion that \year, Mr. Donnan was

trengurer and secorder  of

{tdon of the term wan re-elected,
bolding - the office (until January,
1862, ! e

Qdeplino- ¢

with Oliver Hazard Perry when he
‘won the victory of Lake Erie. With
this fighting hlood in his veins, it is
not strango. that W. (. Donnan en-
listed as a private‘in the civil war
in 18062, becoming a member ol Co.
H, Twenty-Seventh Iowa. He was

'lodgn work was assured of most sat-
isfying treatment when W. . Don-
nan had it in hand, He was a good

| Magson, living faithfully up to the
tenets of the order. Mr. Donnan

|was at his death the senior member

‘of the First Presbyterian chureh,

a brave and intrepid soldier, and for joining in 1856, and was for many

gallant conduct and eflitient ser-
vices in. the fleld was brevetted
Qaptain and Major., Alter this he
served until the clore of the war as
adjutant to Gen. J. 1. Gilbert. He
wa# in many western and southern
battles, and was mustered out Ang.
8, 1865., Upon his return from the
war, Mr, Donnan resumed the prac-
tise "of law, and in company with
his brother James established an
abstract business which is still con-
ducted by the brothey! Ile soon en-
tered the fleld of politivs, and was
at different times a member of the

|lowa senate for an aggregate of

eight yeara To him belongs the

.chief credit for securing the loca-

tion of the JTowa hospital here.

. |From 1870 to 1874 he was the mem-

ber of the national house of repre-
gsentatives from this distriet. - In
1876 he was a delegate to the Re-
publican . .national convention at
Cineinnati which nominated IHayes
for president, and in 1884 was a del-
egate-at-large to' tho Chicago con-
vention which nominated James G.
Blaine. “Mr. Donnan was opposed to

—

the -nomination. of Blaine, because
he did noti believe -that statesman
conld  curry New York, and the
event provoed the correctness of his
judgment. At that time Mr. Don-
nan was nlso chairman of the Re-
publican- state .central committoe,
The ‘defent of Blaine witnessed the
retirement of Mr. Donnan from poli-
tics for the more congenial pursuits
of private life. ' ;

Sinco 1875, Mr. Donnan had been
n director In the First National
bunk, ‘and within n yoar after the
death of It founder, Rlchard Camp-
bell, which oeccurrad soven Yyears
ago, Mr. Donnan was Induced to ne-
copt the presidency, which he filled

Sbled By S SSRPERY Sarr i e 82

Mr. Donnan’ war a member of the
Mnsonio rrnt.arnit-?'. bhaving Joined

tho order whilo in Tonnessoo dnring

‘her life.

years an elder, faithful in the busi-
inees of the chnrch and regular in his
~attendance ‘at her services?

A great sorrow came into the lives

of Mr. and Mwys. Donnan, seven or
eight years ago, in the invalidism
| ot~their eldest son, William W. Don-
nan, cashier of the First National
bank. Thisstricken son brecamsa the
object of his most unremitting care
and gttention, and all that medical
knowledge. conld suggest was done
for him. It was in the hope that
"his son might recover and take the
R]uca of preisdent of the bank that
Ir. Donnan‘accepted the office. The
son died in November, - 1906, Those
who have dhserved the devotion of
W. G. Donnan to™this afflicted son
and to lils wife, who has not been
stromg for years, can but respect and
honorshim. He gave of himself for
others, and fulfilled the requnirement
(of the humane code that demands
love and service,  While the public
services of W. G. Donnan were im-
portant, and sheuld be fittingly rec-
ognised, he reached his true great-
ness as husband and father in the
c]csjnﬁ‘ years of his long and usetul
life. The only other child, Donald
D., survives, and lives at-the home
here. . ¢

The funeral services ocourred at
the First Presbyterian church at
three o’clock Sunday afternocon.
~The “Masonic. orders attended ina
body, and conducted the services ac-
cording to thelr ritual, after the de-
livery of an appropriate sermon and
eulogy by the pastor, the Rev, 'Theo.
Morning. The pall bearers were R.
B. Raines, W. G. Stevenon, C. E.
Ransier, M. W. Harmon, O. M. Gil-
lett, and R. F. Clarke. Honorary
bearers: R. M. Campbell, E. Cobb,
Z. Stout, P.  QG. Freeman, T, Scar-
cliff, Col. Lake. Relatives from
abroad were Mrs. Frank E. William-
son, of Hokpinton; Miss Nellie Don-
nan, of Peabody, Kansns; Dr. and
Mrs. Emery Lotts of, Chicago.

DEATH OF MRS. WM. IRELAND.

The death of Mrs. William Ireland
ocourred sl(;ll :46 Monday night, Nov.
30, o’clock at Aberdeen, 8. D, 8he
had been in failing health for several
years, and since July had been with
bor daughter, Mra. luth Bantz, who
so tenderly and lovingly cared for
her during the declining months of
Leontine Brunner was
‘born March 23, 1839, in |Switzerland,
and came to America with her par-
enta, when but 11 years of age. The
family loeated at Dubuque, and here
%he received her education and -grew
to*womanhood.  In 1850 she was uni-
ted in in marriage to -William Ire-
land, who survives her. They resid-
ad in Dubuque a numbor of years, and
for the apub thirty-two years they
have made. thelr home in this olty.
Mra, Ireland was the mother of ten
children, two of whom dled in infan-
oy, the son Joseph died in 1800, aged
20 years, The children who survive
are: George, Willlam and Mrs. Mar-
tha Lemon, of Ohleago; Mrs. Lizzie
Sohaffer, of Valley Falls, Kan. ; Mrs.
Ruth Bantz, of Aberdeen, 8. D.; and
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_of South Parolina.

Y., June 30,,1834, and ‘was there:

y his " seventy-fifth year at
death, He was the son of dlex. and
Ylizabeth McKindley Donnan, Ile
prepared for college in Cambridge
Academy, N, Y,; was graduated in
thke classioal course of Union Col~

‘lege, Schenectady, N. Y., and grad-

nated in 1856, In the autumn of
the same year, he settled at Inde-
pendence. Here he studied law,
and in April, 1857, was admitted to
the bar. In Ootober of the samo
year ocourred his mafriage to Miss

ary E. Williamson, whose father
was a native Virginian, her mother
At the fall elec-
tion that \year, Mr. Donnan was
alected treagurer and wecorder of
Buchanan couhty, and at the expira-
tion of the term was re-elected,
h:ﬁl;ilng .the office \until January,
1862, - )

All. of Mr, Donnan’s grandparents

.werd Scoteh, and all came to Amer-

ica in the eighteenth century.
Their names were Donnan, Mec Ker-
lie, McKindley and Anderson.
Alexander Donnan married Jennet
MecKerlie; McKindley married An-
derson. One- was rhting on_ the
Uhesapeake ' when awrence  fell
mortally wounded and cried ‘'Don’t
give up the ship.’”” He was also

nomination of Blaine, because
believe .that statesman
carry Now York, and the

the
he did not
conld
event proved the correctness of his

judgment. At that time Mr. Don-
nan was also chairman of the Re-
publican state .central committee.
The defeat of Blaine witnessed the
retirement of Mr. Donnan from poli-
tics for the more congenial pursnits
of private life. .

Since 1875, Mr. Donnan had been
o director in the Firat National
bank, ‘and within a year after the
death of it fonnder, Richard Camp-
bell, whieh occurrad seven years
ago, Mr. Donnan was induced to ac-
cept the presidency, which he filled
with great acceptance until his

death.
Mr. Donnan’ was a member of the
Mnsonie fraternity, having 1oined

tho order while in Tennessoc during

the war, He belonged to the
Chapter, and was a charter member
of the Commandery, established

here in 1877. He was for many years
master of the Blue lodge, Eminent
Commander in the Commandery, and
was regarded as one of the most im-
preasive and eflicient of men in those
and similar positions in the order.
He was an orator of most impressive
and fascinating delivery, and the

1
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lott, and R. F. Clarke. lHonorary
bearera: R. M. Campbell, E. (?nl;h?.l
Z. Stout, P. Q. Freeman, T. Scar-
cliff, Col. Lake, Relatives from
abroad were Mrs. Frank 15, William-
son, of Hokpinton; Miss Nellie Don-
nan, of Peabody, Kansas; Dr. and
Mrs, Emery Lotts of, Ohicago.

DEATH OF MRS, WM. IRELAND.

The death of Mrs. William Ireland
occurred ay 11:456 Monday night, Nov..
30, o'cloek at Aberdeen, 8, D. She
had been in failing health for several
yoars, and sinee July had bheen with
bor daughter, Mra., Ruth Bantz, who
so tenderly and lovingly cared for
her during thie declining months of
Leontine Brunner was
born March 23, 1839, in |Switzerland,
and came to America with her par-
ents, when but 11 ﬁears of age. The
family looated at Dubuque, and here
whe received her education and grew
to'womanhood. . In 1859 she was uni-
ted in in marriage to - William Ire-
land, who survives her. They resid-
ed in Dubuque a number of years, and
for the past thirty-two yeara they
have made their home in this city.
Mrs. Ireland was the mother of ten
children, two of whom died in infan-
oy, the son Joseph died in 1896, aged
26 years. The children who survive
are: George, William and Mra. Mar-
tha Lemon, of Chicago; Mrs, Lizzie
Schaffer, of Valley Falls, Kan. ; Mrs.
Ruth Bantz, of Aberdeen, S.”D.; and
Frank B. and Benjamin J., of this
city. Mrs. Ireland was an unosten-
tatious, home-loving, Christian wo-
man. All her ability: and devotion
wore given tv her family and her
friends. She was a model of true wo-
manhood in gentle courtesy and puri-
ty and strength of character. The
remains were brought from Aber-.
deen, Thursday afternoon.. On Fri-
day afternoon at 2:30 o’clock a fune-
ral service was held at the resldence
of the son, F. B, Ireland, conducted
by Rev.'T. E. Taylor, ~All the chil-
dren were In attendance but Mrs.
Bantz, who on account of illness was
unable to be present.

DISTRICT COURT.

The case of the Winthrop Land
company vs. Utley, which was on
trial when we went to press last
woek, was decided In favor of the de-
fondant. This was an action for §145
commission for the sale of defend-
ant’s farm. The plaintiff based its
action upon a written contraet,
signed by the defendant, giving to
the company the sole agency of the
sale of the farm and one dollar an
acre commission for making a sale,
or if it was sold to any one whom
plaintiff might put him in communi-
cation with, The farm was sold to
one Blanchard, a neighbor of defend-
ant, who purchased it through a real
estate agency at Manchegter. The
only question submitted by the court
to the jury, was, whether or not
plaintiff put the defendant in com-
munication with the purchaser pre-
vions to the termination of the life
of the contract. The jury found that
it did not. y ah g

In tho caso of Ilunkett vs Craig,
plaintiff withdrew her petition and
defendant proved up on his counter-
claim, obtaining n judgement for
£2256 which plaintiit tried: to have
sot asido on the ground that she was
tnkean unnwares ab the timuw of tho
trial and had a defense to the coun-
ter elnlm. The court held thut he
had no authority to set it aside, ns

«| plaintiff was roprosented {n eourt by

her attorney and was filly advisod In
the mattor.

The caso of ITand vs., Schultz was
an aotion to settlo n dispute in ro-
gard to the amount duo plaintlit on
cortain  things which defendent
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DONNAN, William G. (1834-1908) Biographical Information Page 1 of 1

DONNAN, William G., 1834-
1908

DONNAN, William G., a Representative from
Iowa; born in West Charlton, N.Y., June 30, 1834;
attended the district schools and Cambridge
Academy; was graduated from Union College,
New York, in 1856; moved to Independence, lowa,
in 1856; studied law; was admitted to the bar in
1856 and commenced practice at Independence in
1857; treasurer and recorder of Buchanan County
1857-1862; entered the Union Army as a private in
Company H, Twenty-seventh lowa Infantry, in
1862; promoted to the grade of first lieutenant and
brevetted captain and major; was adjutant on the
staff of Gen. James J. Gilbert; member of the State
senate in 1868 and 1870; elected as a Republican
to the Forty-second and Forty-third Congresses
(March 4, 1871-March 3, 1875); declined to be a
candidate for reelection in 1874 to the Forty-fourth
Congress; resumed the practice of law at
Independence; delegate at large to the Republican
National Convention in 1884; chairman of the
Republican State central committee 1884-1886;
again a member of the State senate 1884-1886;
died in Independence, Buchanan County, Iowa,
December 4, 1908; interment in Oakwood
Cemetery.

ttp://bio

Source lowa Terrlgrlal and State Legislators éllectlon compiled by volunteers and stagat the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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74 THE CITY, TOWN, AND VILLAGE NAMEg

Dickens, Clay County, is said to be named for a member of 4
Chicago, St. Paul & Milwaukee Railroad construction com.
pany. A second source says it was settled about 1880 anq
was named after a family of early settlers named Dickep.
son. (85, 190)

Dike, Grundy County, was incorporated in 1900 and named for
himself by C. T. Dike, who had large land interests there. I
1909, Dike was superintendent of the Pierre, Rapid City, &
North Western Railroad, a proprietory company of the Chi.
cago & North Western system. (205, 229 )

Dinsdale, Tama County, was named after the Dinsdale family,
L. P. Dinsdale settled there in 1864. James Dinsdale, his
son, platted the village in 1891. (128)

Dixon, Scott County, was platted by Jonathan Parker of Daven-
port for an R. S. Dickenson, according to one source. A
second source states the name was Rudolphus L. Dickinson.
The name is believed to be a contraction of one of those
names. (126, 261)

Dolliver, Emmet County, was named for Jonathan Prentiss Dol-
liver (1858—1910) of Fort Dodge, a prominent lawyer and
politician of northern Iowa who served as U.S. representa-
tive from 1899 to 1900. The town was platted by the West-
ern Town Lot Company in 1899. (93, 196, 205)

Donahue, Scott County, was named after Michael Donahue,
mayor of Davenport and president of the Davenport Water
Works. (125, 261)

Donley, Marion County, was a little station on the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad. On the railroad timetable it
appeared as Donnelley. The place was named for Olin Don-
ley, who had extensive land holdings there. This place no
longer appears on recent maps. (228)

Donnan, Fayette County, was named for William G. Donnan
(1834-1908), who was elected from this area to serve in the
House of Representatives from 1871 to 1875. (182)

Donnellson, Lee County, was named for William A. Donnell,






