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been successtul in business, and he has become so by fulfilling the condi-
tions of success as suggested above. He was born at New York City on
the 4th of November, 1836, but was raised in Wooster, Ohio. He received
his early education at the common schools, and in 1850, being but fourteen
years of age, he left home to commence life for himselt. He secured a sit-
uation as clerk in a dry goods store, remaining in that position for ten years,
when the severe hard work and close confinement he had undergone com-
menced to tell upon his physical system and he was forced to inake a change.
He went to Idaho, where he was restored to health, and remained there
three years. Then, in 1864, returned to Chicago, and in February of the
year following came to this city and bought the interest of Mr. Childs, of
the firm of Childs & IHowell, hardware dealers, and conducted the business
for nine years under the name of Howell & Seeberger. At the expiration
ot this time he purchased the former’s interest and has since conducted a
business second to no house in his line in the State, and, as a business man,
has established a wide and honorable reputation, and no one has contrib-
uted more to Des Moines’ good name as a business center. Ile was imar-
ried November 13, 1866, to Miss M. B. Cooper, of Mount Vernon, Olio.

SEEBURGER, R.—Is one of the contributions of Germany to the list of

successtul business men of Des Moines. He was born in * Faderland.”
December 29, 1833, and was there educated and served his time at the trade
of harness making and upholstering. He came to this country in 1854 and
settled in Columbus, Ohio, where for a year he followed his trade. He then
came to Towa City and followed the saime business. While there he lined
and trimmed the first stage coach in this State. Ilere he remained until
1860, when he came to Des Moines in the employ of the Western Stage
Company until 1863. He then went into the grocery trade, buying out
Rollins & Hermon, following this business untill 1873. He then sold out
and went into the bntter and egg business, which he has since successfully
managed. In this line his business has been immense, and it has required
rare business tact to manage it. April, 1857, he was married to Miss
Fannie Ruck. She was a native of Erie, Pennsylvania. They are the
par%lts of four children: Rammond J., Albert H., Walter L. and Fran-
cis E.

SERRIN, J. R.—Of the firm of Serrin & Fairbanks, millers, was born
in Washington, D). C., March 2, 1831, and at the age of three years removed
with his parents to Terre Iaute, Indiana, living there until fourteen years
of age, at which time he went to New York City. While there he was en-
gaged in clerking until 1856, when he came to Iowa and settled at Daven-
port, and for one year followed different lines of business. 1n 1857 he went
to Marengo, Jowa county, and engaged in the mercantile business, whicl:
he followed until September, 1862, when he enlisted in company E, Twen-
ty-fourth Iowa intantry. May 16, 1863, he was wounded at the battle of
Champion’s Hill, through the knee, and while rolling down the hill was
shot in the head and thigh. Ie was discharged in September, 1863, on
this account, and after returning home he again commenced the mercantile
business, which he continned until 1870. He then went into the milling
business, continued the same until December, 1879, then came to Des
Moines and bought the mill in company with Mr. Fairbanks. In 1864 he
was appointed postmmaster at Marengo, which office he held until Andrew
Johnson’s administration. IIe was elected to the Eleventh General Assem-
bly of Towa, fromn Iowa county, in 1866, and served for one term. Was
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married, August 18, 1859, to Miss Sophia McConnell, a native of Ohio.
They have three children: J. R. and Thomas H., living, and one deceased,
Lincoln.

SHANKLAND, J. M.—Of the firm of Shankland & Lockwood, grocers.
was born in Noble connty, Ohio, November 13, 1830, and there was raised
on a farm and educated in the common schools. In 1864 he engaged in
the mercantile business in Summerfield, Ohio, where he remained until
1870.  He then came to this city and was employed to work by City Engi-
neer Pelton, following the same about two years. He then went to clerk-
ing in the grocery house of B. W. Morrison, with whom he remained until
October 1, 1878, when, in company with B. C. Lockwood, bought out Mr.
Morrison, and since that time have continued the business at the old stand.
He was married, November 20, 1860, to Miss E. G. Hare, a native of Ohio.
They have six childven: Carrie, John, Wilbur, Frank, Nellie and an infant.

SHERMAN, HOYT—Among the early pioneer settlers who have
watched the growth of this populous city, from a little hamlet of a few
houses to its present population, and have seen it take its place as the me-
tropolis of Lowa, is the name which heads this sketch. Ie is the son of
Hon. Charles R. Sherman, Judge of the Supreme Court of Jowa, fromn 1825
until his death, which occurred in 1829, and brother of Hon. John Sher-
man, Secretary of the Treasury, Gen. W. T. Sherman of the U. S. army, and
of the late Hon. Chas. B. Sherman, Judge of the U. 8. Court, for the North-
ern distriet of Ohio, and was born in Lancaster, Ohio, November 1, 1827,
and until eighteen years ot  age divided his time between attending school
and learning the trade of printer with his brothers Charles and John in
Manstield, Ohio. He then followed a cherished plan to emigrate West,
and early in the springot 1848 he came to Iowa and settled in Des Moines,
and in 1849 was admitted to the bar. His first businessengagement was with
Thomas McMullen, School Fund Commissioner. He became connected with
Casady & Tidrick and served as deputy postmaster until 1849,when he was ap-
pointed postmaster by President Pierce, and held the office until 1853 when
he resigned and recommended his successor, who was appointed. In 1849
he was elected clerk ot the District Court. Mr. Sherman was one of the
oreanizers of the State Bank of lowa, and was cashier of the same until
1561 when he was appointed a paymaster in the U. 8. army with the
rank of major. After his return from the army he engaged for a short time
in mercantile pursuits. He was one ot the incorporators ot the Equitable
Lite Insurance Company, and in 1868 took the general management of the
same and still holds this position. As a citizen he has always shown a
worthy public spiritedness, and has heartily sympathized with all loecal
improvements and enterprise. His career has been both honorable and
successful, and as a man is appreciated most by those who know him best.
Ile was married to Miss Sarah Monlton in 1855. She is a native ot Ohio.
Their family consists of five children: Frank A. (an attorney in his father's
office), Addie M., Charles M., Arthur and Nellie T.

SHERMAN, BUREN R.—Auditor of State, was born in Phelps, On-
tario county, New York, on the twenty-eighth of May, 1836, and there re-
ceived his early education in the public schools, concluding his studies at
Elmira, New York. He never had a collegiate course but being a close
observer has gained a practical knowledge of men and things that admira-
Lle fits him for active business life. At the close of his studies he appren-
ticed himself to learn the watchmalker’s trade, and in 1855 he removed to
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