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MEET ME ON THE CoRNER 
3314 S.W. 24th St. 

Finkbine family built 
stellar reputation in Iowa 

Family played critical role 
in the construction 
of Iowa State Capitol 
and University of Iowa) 
then opened its wallet. 

By RENDA LUTZ 
REGISTER STAFf WMVI 

The Finkbine family was 
known in Iowa for its skill 
in the lumber OOsiness and 

its generous contributions to 
education. 

Roger Spencer Finkbine was 
one of the last members of the 
family to live in Des Moines. He 
and his wife, Helen, resided in a 
large home at 3314 SW. 24th 51:. 
for many years. 

Roger was born in Des Moines 
on Oct. 26, 1896, to Charles and 
Blanche Finkbine. Roger's 
grandfather, Robert Spencer 
Finkbine, played an important 
role in the construction of the 
State Capitol bJ.ilding. 

Robert S. Finkbine arrived in 
Iowa aty in 1850. He constructed 
many buildings at the University 
of Iowa, aswell asthe College for 
the Blind at Vinton and other 
public bJ.ildings around the state. 
He also served two terms in the 
Iowa Legislature. 

Robert S. was appointed con
struction superintendent of the 
Capitol building in 1871. His in
novations included the con
struction of a dirt ramp that 
wOWld up to the dome, allowing 
mule teams to pull the massive 
building stones to the top of the 
building. The west drive to the 
Capitol was named Finkbine 
Drive in his honor. 

Robert S. soon moved to Des 
Moines. His four sons - Ed~ 
ward, Walter, Charles and Har
ry - developed three of the 
largest Iwnber companies in the 
Midwest. 

Wisconsin Lumber Co., a 
wholesale lumber firm, was 
founded in the late lSOOs and 
headed by Charles. Green Bay 
Lumber Co. was founded in 
Odeoolt in 1879. The home office 
moved to Des Moines in 1884, 

REG~EFI FU PHOTO 
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Family home: This is the home of Roger Spencer Finkbine iQ r~' 
1938 as it neared. completion. 

where the family controlled 
more than 40 retail lumber yards 
across the state. The family also 
ran Finkbine Brothers Lumber. 

Roger graduated from Des 
Moines' West High School and 
Dartmruth College in Hanover, 
N.H., before joining his father in 
running the Wisconsin Lumber 
Co. Roger also selVed as a Naval 
ReselVes commander during 
both world wars. 

Roger founded Tip Top Dis
triooting Co., a wholesale bJiJd
ing material company, in 1930. 
Tip Top DistribJting, Wisconsin 
Wmber and Finkbine Brothers 
shared building space at 204 Fifth 
St. for many years before the 
distriooting company and the 
wholesale lumber firm moved to 
300 S.W. N"Ulth St. 

Roger grew up visiting his 
Uncle Edward in one of Des 
Moines' finest homes. The Fink
bine Mansion at 1915 Grand Ave. 
was built in 1895. The mansion 
was passed to Roger's cousin, 
Robert H. Finkbine Sr., in 1943. 
Robert H. succeeded his father , 
Edward, as president of the 
Green Bay Lumber Co. The 
Finkbine Mansion was convert
ed to office space after Robert H. 
died in 1958. 

Roger married Helen Spencer 
in September 1921. They nev~r 
had children. They built thel! 
large Southwest 24th Street 

home in 1938 on nearly three ~, 
,cres of land (Lv 2-~ to ... 

The Finkbines were known F-~-~ I 

for their philanthropy and made - ..r-I .}Iv 
many donations to the Universi-~ !, __ 
ty of Iowa. Roger's uncles, Ed- . 
ward and Walter, donated a " ,~ 
l8O-acre farm to the university. ~ 
The site is now the Finkbine Golf ~ 
Cmrrse. - -

Roger Finkbine presided over . ) 
Wisconsin Lumber Co. until the 
mid-l96(6, when the company ,I j1t. .'~ . J 
went rut of business. Roger's ~ I ru-wv-- / 
wholesale distriWting company 
was his sole concern until his ~. 
death in 1971. -f ' . 

When his wife, Helen. died 10 
years later, her will outlined 
more Finkbine family donations. 
Helen gave $5O,(XX) to her alma 
mater, Grinnell College, and 
$356,(XX) in memory of herself 
and Roger to living History 
Farms. At the time, the donation 
was the largest the farms had 
ever received. 

living History Farms is lo
cated on the former homestead 
of Iowa pioneer Martin F1ynn. 
Helen was a childhood friend of 
Marian F1yM and attended s0-
cial events at the Flynn MarfSi.on 
in the earty 10CXls. 

The Finkbine money allowed 
living History Farms to start 
pJanning for the visitors center 
that opened in 1997. 




