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eminenty upright in thought and act, and deserved a better recom­
pense for his medical ability and his moral worth than the world 
afforded him. He remained in Davenport but two years, or 
perhaps three, removed to St. Louis, and subsequently to Cali­
fornia, where death overtook him. * * * 

"During the summer and autumn of 1837 a few cases of bilious 
remitting fever occurred, but yielded readily to treatment. The 
winter following, several cases of bilious pneumonia demanded 
pr0mpt attendance and special vigilance in the observance of 
changes indicative of greater danger. These were the diseases, and 
the principal ones, which called for medi~al help up to the year 
1849. Since that year, or from that period, the summer and 
autumnal fevers ceased to be epidemical, and pneumonia became less 
frequent. It may be well to mention here that the fevers of 1849, 
after the third or fourth day, assumed a typhoid character, the re­
mission hardly observable; and the nervous depression occasioning 
great anxiety. 

"Old citizens well remember that year, for in it occurred the 
death of Mr. Da.vid Hoge and Miss Sophia Fisher. 

" I think it was Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia,-a great name up to 
about 1825,-who said the lancet was a' sheet-anchor' in all 
inflammatory diseases. So it might have been said of quinine, as 
used in remittent and intermittent fevers, in both the Mississippi 
and Missouri valleys from 1830 up to 1850. During that period 
120,000 square miles west of the Mississippi and north of St. 
J ... ouis became populated, and all of it more or less malarious. 
In some of these years ti1e demand for quinine was so great that 
the supply in the American market became exhausted. 'Sapping­
ton's pills' were indirectly the power which worked steam boats up 
the river from 1835 to 184:3. They were, verily, the' sheet-anchor' 
not only aboard boats, but in many households. Dr. Sappington 
was a regt1lar allopathic physician of considerable ability, residing 
up the Missouri River, who thought it would be a benefaction to 
the new civilization of the West to prepare q uin in e, ready to be 
taken, in the form of pills. The boxes contained four dozen each, 
and the pills two grains each. The direction on the box was to 
take from two to twenty, as the urgency of the case seemed to 
require, without reference to the stage of the paroxysm. 

" Dr. Thos. J. Saunders, recognized by the profession as a schol­
arly M.D., graduated at the Pennsylvania University, in 1843, to 
please his father. The law was his choice as a profession; bnt as that 
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did not accord with the moral sentiments of a highly worthy disci· 
ple of George Fox, he acceded to his father's wishes and became 
an M. D., practiced medicine for a while in New Jersey, and trav­
eled for a time in Europe. After his return, in connection with 
his practice in New Jersey, was prominently engaged as a poli­
tician, serving several terms as secretary of the Senate. 

'·In 1855 Dr. Saunders came to Davenport, and practiced his pro­
fessi on successfully. His ability for public service has for the 
last 20 years kept him engaged in its employ. He was secretary of 
the Cunstitutional Convention of 185i; was member of the Senate 
from Scott County; served four years as paymaster in the army 
which handled the Rebellion. 

" For the last few years has been engaged for the war department 
in assessing damages, or taking ~vidence to that effect, caused by 
Sherman's army in East Tennessee. But with all these di\·ersities 
of engagements he has ·nerer ceased to entertain a respect) together 
with an interest kept up, for the medical profession. 

"Dr. E. Fountain and Dr. J. M. Adler came to Davenport in 
1854:, from A spinwall, on the Isthmus, where they had been en­
gaged for two or three years as surgeons of the Panama Railroad 
Company. 

"Dr. Fountain was from West Chester Co., Kew York, a grad­
uate of tbe CJl!ege of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, in 1851; 
was most estimable for his many moral · virtnes and fully com­
petent, and master of his profession for his term of experience. In 
1861 he became infatuated with the supposed medicinal virtues of 
an article called chlorate of potash, which he claimed to have used 
with great success, and to confirm his own conscientious opinions 
of its action on the system exper imented upon him sel f rath er than 
his p3.tients, took an over-dose on :March 27, and died from its ef­
fects within 48 hours. 

Dr. Adler as partner of Dr. Fountain, continued the practice 
until 1865, then removed to Philadelphia, where he continues at 
the present in a large and successfnl practice. 

''Dr. U. C. Parry, frorn Sandy Hill , N . Y. (See Scott County 
Mejical Society), came in 1852 or '53, practiced for a few years, 
then devoted his attention wholly to a scientific branch of the pro­
fessi on which he has made a specialty. and at present is engaged in 
exploring Southern Caiifornia. As a botanist D r. Parry posses3es 
a celebrity to which he is worthily entitled, and secvnd to ,-er_v few. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

-.. 
! 

i Veteran's name Saunders, 1' J1 

~ Residence 

: Occupation Fhy$icifl.n 

: Date birth 

Date death , 16. Oot 1897 i • . 
1 _ Cause O$..kd,ale Cem 
I 
; 

! War record : Pa:•rma$te~- U • S • "Army 
· _ · . .Me.Jor of Cavalry 
. l(a.nk·. l~on'lVfllY Regiment: 
I . I . 

Enli!>ted Commissio1ed to .qiate 

lknorably ~isc~~t;.~e d , . te'. dat.e 
I 
I 

i 
I -. -

Name Tho~ J. Sa:un<;~.ers fz::om Ori 

N£'b~~etff r os t ). \ (Oct 26, 
Date , ! 

I I 

0 -

Battles, etc. 

Nearest ., 

Father 

of ldwa ,
1 

• 

. i 
the Republic l 

Pensioned SC 926 ~ 2 
War CivilJ 

I 
! 

D L., ·' t I 1/lolhcJ' j uve~,por -, a 

wtrc Sarah M f't1rc ell b. Sou 

'(hga~izatlon 

.23, 1864 
· Plnce l 

1 16~ 1866 
! 

m.Oct 15, 1857 at .La 
Children d~ed Oct 11, 1915. ! 

Edward I 

Source~ ...: 

Post f/=1 Pr 
:rnr (not 

· died 19 Oct 
20: IDowa 

ted List: S€;t-Co 
)/ 24th Annual 
97/ , Gra. ves 

J:l .s .. '; . 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1860 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

..-~ ancestry 

You searched for Thomas J. Saunders in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-SOO·ANCESTRY 

s' 1997-2010 Ancestry .com 

1860 United States Federal Census 

Name: Thomas J Saunders 

Age in 1860: 41 
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Description: 
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birthplace: 
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Race: White 
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Residence: Davenport, Scott 
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