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he had

’ Dled Yestarday at His Homo in'

Middletown. :

Almon Flny--lx Year- a Resident of
the County—His Public Honors
and Private - Worth—
Skelch of §fis Life. -

After an {llness covering several weeks
Hon. Jos. J. MeMnken died vesterday at
his ‘héme in: Middletown, Flint, River
lownship, this county. Mr. McMaken
located his claims to Iand’ in that town-
ship in April, 1839, in which year he
came from  ‘his birthplace, Hamilton
county, Ohlo, so that for nearly fifty-six
vears he had been a ‘citizen of a state
that had been reclaimied from the red
men for only sixty-two years. '

Mr. McMaken was born March 25,
1817, -Reared upon a farm he natnrally
turned to the tillage of the soil when he
determined to become a pioneer in the
territory of Iowa. . ‘Thelands upon which
he made settlement in 1839 remained
his, with considerable accession of acres,
till his'death. Two years after his set-
tlument in the county he married, Octo-
ber 21, 1841, Miss Parthena M. Green,
whose parents, also from Hamil%on
county, Ohfo, had settled in Lee county
in 1839. Three children were born of
this union, Lesnder, Armilda, and John.
Mr. and Mrs. McMaken resided upon
their extensive farm till 1881, when a
desire to lighten the cares of life led
them td retire to 'Mlddle!on. leasing
thelr farm.

In his political principles Mr. Mec-
Maken stood resolutely for the abolition
of slavery,for temperance aud for republi-
canism. He became a member of the free
soil party and was its candidate, fn 1854,
for siate treasurer. At the organiza-
tion of t.he republican party Mr. Mec-
Maken csat in his lot with ft, became
one of {t3a most earnest advocates and in
1863 was elected on its ticket to a seat
in the lower house of the tenth gencral
assembly from this county. Upon ghe
completion of his'term he was elected
to the Board of Supervisors. serving
three vesrs with crodit to himself and
ldvantage to the county. With the ex-
piration of his term he retired to the
quiet of his home and farm taking al-
ways, however, a keen and earnest In-
terest in public affairs and advocating at
all times the cause of temperance. He
was president of the Temperance Re-
form club of Middletown and never
ceased to teach temperance to the young.

The deceased is survived by his aged
wife.and one daughter, of his immediate
family, and by two brothers and two sis-
ters.

The funeral will be held at 11 o’cleck
Monday morning at the Presbyterian
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Dr. ]irewsh}x’ whae practiced his p!w»f(v»inn in Deck-
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h‘.:‘tnr_\' of hm‘ can Le given. By

Iinerva was the other, but no suthentic
reference to notes

taken [rom the Windham (Ghio; Lercdd. we learn

that the oviginal Capt. Johu Higley came from Lon-
dou, England, in 16660 and scttled s Windsor,
Conn. At the ase of twenty-two he wsrvied a

dsughter of Deacon Drake of that village. and theg
had threc After the his first
wife, the Captain viuried Sarah Bissell and soven

children. death of

children graced this union,

lnwph Higley, hiis grandson, was the g wdfater

7

of our subject, aud was the frst of the family to

leave Counnecticut, he settling in Beekett, Mass., i
1774, In enrly times he was a teacher. and after-
wani neted as Surveyor. e married Sibyl Dewey,

anid several ¢hildlren were born in Beekett prior to
their (hio, Oct. 1Y,
1515, We mention these children: sibyl R Joseph
N..Sarah M.and Eliza D, In Ohio. Henry AL John

L. aud Oliver B. Becowing a pioneel

removal to Portage County.

were horn.

ol Portage Comnty. Joseph Higle lands,

-y settied on
which be improved. aud in Windbam Towuship.
after residing there for many years, he a 1d his wife
died,
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The two elilest o Ir. Higley were boyy,
in Glilo: Sibyl the wife of WAL Stewart, and Hay.

rict, deceased wife of Julson Scovel. Henry g
v,
who weilded Mary . Minson: Emily M., who

unmareied ; and Mary Poonow deceased, were hopy

in Towa,  Henry 1L the only son. enlisted early iy
the war, before lie was of age hecoming a membey

Lowa Tufantry . serving in most

Lath

of Conpany F.
of the engagen
e was with Sheroan on his JMareh to the Sea, and
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was married after Lis return from the army, and is
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of this county.
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ON, JOSEPIU J. McMAKEN,  For almost
half a century the name mentioned hasbeen
of : fumiliar in Des Moines
 County.  In Tanidohn MeMaken, fatherof
our subject emigrated frow Hamilton Coumty, Ohio.
too Des iowa, loeating in Flint
Biver Township, <ing the claim which be
pward entered, buying it at a publie Jland sal¢
Tolin McMaken was born B
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tine onre pioneers, and making a home
- TJoseph M ¢ Maken
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qnative of Ireland.  He married LElizabeth

g “‘el‘e h,mg

; in Penusylvania, and their eldest son

't whigy sopbel! ) ; - . ’

LA 8 Jeph ., Jr., was horn prior to their removal to

in w"eﬁ hio Her father’s name was Andrew Campbell,
lle 3 $ . .

n hj Iy per mother’s maiden name was Jave Gettys.

I8 prog, g e L

"ement . 8 5hose prother William was the original founder of
myl " ; b s s 8 S .

his memg § etyshurg, Pa., and his remains are interred in the

S have |, §f enetery near that city,a handsome marble column

W parking the spot.

¥ were p, Leaving now the early history 'of the family,

wt, and wshich is meager, we turn our attention to Joseph.

4. . N3 v o Tad s

Henry | the grand father of our subject, who after his mar-

ML, who o risge emigrated to Kentucky in 1789, settling at

I were b Boone’s Station, but remained there only ahout one

ited early year, leaving on account of the prevalence of

g a mempyfl slvery, t.o which he was very .much‘oppo'sefd.

‘Ing in ml| S0Me of his brothers-in-law were with their families
08

iis regimey residents of the same neighborhood. among whom
4 e 0 - 1 ¥ . -

he Sea, aill] "ere Messrs. Harvey, Cawmpbell. and Wakefield,

attles, all of whom later became residents of the new

Ines 1 territory mentioned, in Ohio.

S . . Norm s -

IS cauberof by John Cleves Sims was destined to

The grant secured
become

one of the most favored regions, and induce-

kS

1886, Qs ‘j ments made by him, the gift of certain quarter
nd one of' sections to actual settlers. was perhaps the reason
‘amily to 4§ of the McMakens going to Ohio. Mr, Sims had
ly, who hu§| eected a block-house at North Bend, known as
welopmet , Sims’ Station, where settlers took refuge to protect
themselves from Indian attacks, the savages at that
| time being very troublesome.  While the Wayne
= f treaty with the Indians was in progress, Josepl. in
/| tompany with several other men, erected a half
? lozen log houses in what is now Union Town-
or almostg ‘g‘il)- Butler County, the cabins heing near Mill
1 has bic l reek, i Into these the families were moved
s Mointl ; hDec. 17, 1795, While residents of the block-
fatherof f | louse, John, the father of our subject. and the
ty, Ohio, | ¥ :)e(fond son of Joseph McMaken. was born, the date
in Flintff eing May 11, 1791. The grandparents opencd up
vhich be * farm, living upon it for many years, and reared a
and sale , fal.nily of several children, and we note them as
born in ‘ be“‘g pioneers in the fullest sense.  Mark C. Me-
Josepll." Makeﬂ. the only surviving member of the family,
at that‘j ¥as born Jan. 1, 1800, and is still living in Hamil-
u hom6j> ton, Butler (., Ohio, in his eighty-ninth year.
Ve on, g ) John MeMaken, the father of oursubject, wedded
g ! Saral Lowry and came with his family to this

; E

[
|
|
|
|
i
|
i
|
|
|
|
i
|
I
i
l

1839. Seven children, all that were
living, came with him, and of them we speak iu-
dividually.
Joln wedded Eliza Cummins, and after her death,

county in
They were all married in this State.

Elizabeth Wertz, and they reside in Middletown,
living a retived life; Joseph J., our subject; Mary
H., who wedded Mr. William C. Anderson, for-
merly a merchant of Washington, Iowa, and both
are now deceased; William T., who married Phabe
Green, is part oswner of the McMaken homestead in
Flint River Township; Jane became the wife of
Robert Steele, a man well known in this neighbor-
hood as a carpenter and builder, and both are now
deceased ; Emeline wedded Willinm Ramsey, and
they have Dbeen residents of Solomon City, Dickin-
son Co., Kan., for the past cighteen years; Eliza
became the wife of J. C. Smith, a merchant of
Washington, Iowa.  The parents of these children
lived for mauy years in this county and reared a
family noted for progressiveness and honor.  The
death of the mother occurred in 1564, at the age of
Willinm T, was at that time
absent, being a member of Company K. 14th Iowa

sixty-ecight years.

Infantry, and at Shiloh he was taken prisoner and
was parolled at Macon, Ga.  John McMaken was
the owner in this county of perhaps 600 acres of
land, which be disposed of at different dates,  Ile
died at Washington, Iowa, June 20, 1882, and his
remains were brought back to Flint River Town-
ship for interment.  He had passed his ninety-first
birthday, aud was, when living, thought to be the
oldest person born in Hamilton County, Ohio. e
was a soldier during the War of 1812, and from his
twenticth year was a professed Christian, belong-
ing to the United Presbyterian Church at the time
of his death.

Our subject. Hon. Joseph J. McMaken, was horn
March 25, 1817, was reared upon a farm in Olio,
and learned to love agriculture as only those can
who have become familiar with its pleasures and
profits. e was of age when coming to this county,
and had been engaged in teaching public schools
for a short time in Ohio. He purchased a claim in
Flint River Township in 1839, and later entered the
sawe, and the lands are yet in his possession, and to
this he added other valuable real estate. These
© claims bad but meager improvements, not even a

a
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DES MOINES COUNTY.

i log hut ornamenting them, and the first cabin
' stood upon the site now occupied by the present
farm residence.  Mr. McMaken’s next thought,
after his house was erected, was to furnish a mis-
tress for the home, and Miss PParthena M. Green,
accepting his offer, became his wife Oct. 21, 1841.
Her parents, John and Thankful (Comstock) Green,
who came from Hamilton County, Ohio, and located
in Lee County. Iowa in 1839, died in 1846. John
Green was born in Falmouth, Mass.. and his wife
in Connecticnt.  They were married in Ohio, and
became the parents of eight children: Latham D.,
Parthena M., Louisa M., Clarinda, Joseph, Jacob
C., Phawbe and Sarah. Of these four are living:
wr Clarinda is the widow of Joseph K. Scott of Flint
" River Township, Des Moines County; Joseph wed-
ded Caroline Long, and after her death Susan Hare

(=3

3 also now deceased, and he resides at Middletown on
L a farm; Phebe wedded William T. McMaken, who
o resides upon a part of the old McMaken homestead;
# . and the wife of our subject completes the number,
] Upon the farm improved by Joseph McMaken,

Jr., in Flint River Township, their children were
gl born, of whom the eldest and youngest are de-
ceased: Leander G., Armilda E. and John G.
The daughter graduated at Denmark Academy in
1871, and has done whole duty of a daughter by
remaining with her parents and acting as house-
keeper for ber good mother, who for several years
has been deprived of her eyesight.  The family
removed from the farm and became residents of
Middletown in 1881, Mr. McMaken renting his
He was clerk of the
election at the time of the township organization.
and was clected one of the Board of Inspectors to
district the township for school purposes. A strong
anti-slavery partisan from his boyhood, he became

farm and living a retired life.

a member of the Free Soil party, and was their
candidate in 1854 for State Treasurer. Espousing
the Republican platform at the organization of that
party, Mr. McDMaken Dbecame it earnest advocate,
and in the autumn of 1863 was elected as a Re-
publican Representative from Des Moines County
to a seat in the Tenth General Assembly. After
his time had expired, he was clected a member of
the Board of County Supervisors, serving a term of
three years. Retiring then to private life, with a

record most enviable as an official, Mr. MCMaken

hias lived at his ease to this date, and we are Dleaseq !
to give him a deserved place among those whg for‘

almost a half-century have developed the res0urceg.
of the county and have managed its affairg in u}

manner both systematic and commendable,

e e

‘ APT. EDWARD BURKE, one of the firg
G to enlist at the call of Abraham Lincoln fo,

troops to put down the Rebellion, was hop, |

in Tipperary County, Ireland, Aug. 1, 1830, and js
a son of Thomas F. and Catherine (Donnelly)
Burke. In 1848 the father, being driven from pjg

native land, came to America and settled at Leba.-

non Spring, Columbia County, N. Y., and in 1853
his family, which bad remained in their native
land. crossed the Atlantic and joined the husbangd
and father in New York. In 1866 Mr. Burke, with
his family, removed to Milwaukee, and there both’
of the parents died. TFour children graced their
union—Thomas, Edward D., Richard and Maggie,

The subject of our sketch grew to manhood in
his native country, and when but thirteen years of
age was apprenticed for seven years to learn the
trade ot stone-mason, though only serving a term of

five, bis father paying $50 for the two years not |

served. Coming to America with the family in
1855, his first work done in this country was on the
Harlem Railroad and the Croton Water-works.

On the 27th of November, 1853, Capt. Burke was
united in marriage, at Lebanon Springs, N. Y., with
Miss Mary Aunn O’Connor, who was born in the
city of Limerick, Ireland, Aug. 17, 1834. They
were the parents of eleven children: Edward, Mar-
tin, Richard, John, Thomas; Katie, wife of Jobn
L. Crouch, yardmaster of the C., B. & Q. at Gales-

burg, Ill.; Mary. wife of Frank Brown, foreman of

the boiler works at Ottumwa, Jowa; Maggie, wife
of William Moore, foreman of the brush and broo®
works of Denver, Colo.; James, Michael and Ros#
are deceased. Soon after marriage, with his young
bride he went to Milwaukee and superintended the
erection of St. Mary’s Convent, remaining in thak
city several years, becoming acquainted with many
of the old and prominent citizens. At the break-

- Source: lowa Terrjtorial and State Leg
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Joseph J. McMaken Pedigree

Male Family
Event(s):

Birth: 25 MAR 1817 Butler Cty, , , Ohio

Christening:

Death: After 1888 Middletown, Des Moines, lowa

Burial:
Marriages:

Spouse: Parthena M. Green Famil

Marriage: 21 OCT 1841 , , lowa

Messages:
Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LDS Church. No additional information is available.
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter.

Source Information:
No source information is available.
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