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General J. F . McJunlrin. 

W.!sBIXGTOYa.Iowa~, Jao. ~.-Bon J. :b\ 
McJ unkint ex-Attorney General of Iowa.t 
both well·known and bighl.Y respected 
thronghant the State, died snddenly at h1e 
home in this city early yesterday (New 
Year 1t} morniog, aged 52 years. For 
many j'ears .Mr. McJunkin bas been sub· 
ject to puhnono.ry complaint!, ~nd waa 
never of strong pbyaiq ue; but for c. ver a 
dozen yeare he has by indomit&b]e win­
power and ~bee-r grit faught off the ad,ance 
of disease. Sa.turdu.1last be was about Qn 
the tdreets, ~ppareotly enjoying hie nsual 
health. Su~tday night he wa.s suddenly 
ileized with severe pains in the region of 
the .heart, and ~ariy tbe followiog morning 
breathed h iB last, as before stated. Eie 
death cast a gloom over society in tbis 
plaoe~ notwithstanding the otherwise joy• 
ful opening of the New Year.. The 
Washington Prc$S of to·morrow will gjve 
the following facts concerning the de· 
ceased; Be was born 1n \Vaebington 
Cocnty. Pa., Sept. 30th, 1830; was grad· 
u&ted .at the Academy in Martinsburg, O.j 
read l~w with Judge Hurd, of Mt. Vernon, 
0 .. , and came here about 1859. He was 
married to Miss Eii~a. J. Bowland May 251 
1864, and she and three bright children 
survive him, a5 well ae two sister~ ·in Ne­
vada, 0. Mr. McJunkin's ambition lay 
within the ptofession oftbe law. In 1876 
he wa~ elected Attorney General of Iowa, 
and held the office -with a bilitv and to the 
populat" acceptance for four jear5, or two 
terms. 

Iowa lt maj he added that whifa a ruewber 
thers. of the State Senate, Mr. McJunkjn intra .. 
:lle of duced a. resolution1 wh]ch the General As· 
miles sembly of Iowa was the first legislative body 
•ssmg in the Union to pa~H, inatrncting oorRepte .. 

fifth sentatives and Senators in Congress to use 
cage.. theit'" influence for the passage of an 
els of amendment to the Constitution for the en· 
rbea.t, tire abolltiou of slavery. 
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far111 nrar \\'chsl('r Cit,·. " hc:rc he has since lived. For a 
few rn r,ntl1c:: in ' ~ iS lu_: ,, . ., ... rnahlcd t<> grntif)' his ta~tc fOr 
iii\T.!-.Ii .!~alinn in tl u· nalan·a l sLicn cC's hy bccoming<.·onncctt'd 
wilh the J Iayden t'\:pt·dition . Durin .g his connectit>n with 
tlwst• e-..; plorations hi..:; lr.ttcrs to the 11 Chicago Inlcr·Occatl" 
:t11d nthl'r j<ntrnals wen• a mine of practical thought rc sprd­
iog tin· tTt;.rnnTcc; of th e country he trav cr!;cd, its inh:lbi­
t;ult" of hygnnC' age e:;, :t"' well as the roarning tribes that 
JIO\V ill cumher it , and its animal, ,·cgclethle and tnineral 
prod 111"1 io n c;, Thcc:.c lcllt'l' :-' , with the exhibition of his tastt:s 
in hi s home life on his t:trm, show that if hi s early ed uca ­
tion had thrown hilu in the line or natural history he would 
I1 :W1! excelled in it as di~CO \' Crcr and author, nnd that he 
would have stood a111ong leading scientists in his chosen 
' Jlecialll·. 

As :1. wrilct·, hi s s tyle is smooth, clear and vigorous. He 
never travel-.:. out of his way for ornamentation, and yet hC 
never olll·nds the taste by a harsh or awkward ~cntencc. 
lie is "' Jwc:i ally hal'l'Y :uid graphic in his descriptions or 
sn'1H'I'_r, nnd in hi s estimates of men, nnd he cxpres~cs 
lii111 Sl'lf wilh cll•arne~ ..; and lOree upon scientific principks. 
\VIIt'11 C'dit ing a r01mtry ncw~papcr, itR local r.oh111111~ were 
nol!'d lilr lhl'ir rurincss, and the interest and instruction of 
even· ilt·nt. 

.Sc>cially. ~lr. 1\ ldrich is one or the most ngrecniJic nnd 
int e resling 111en the writer ever met.. His kindly 1uan1H:r~ 
and s.' 111patllctic voice, in connectiOn with a v:u;t fund of 
infon11ation ahn1,·s nt hi" cotnllH\TH1, tend to tnakc hint a 
ino"t plea ~ ing t:OI~\'t;rsationi<;;t. llis knowledge of hooks, his 
ob~crvalions in the lin e of natural hifitory , hili ac,ruaintancc 

with men, nnd espec ially those of •cientilie nnd literary 
tnstcs in aceonl with his own, all nfl'urd him topics of inter­
C<;;ting conversation whiclt he possesseli the powt!r to usc in 
a most ag-reeable 111anrlcr. 

J\s a husine~s 111:111 1 he is prompt, accurate and responsible. 
\Vhil st in IJminess he exacts an equivalent ror what he gives, 
no mnn '"·as c\·cr nHire careful to gi,·e a full equivalent 101· 
what he receives. \\'ith nil his employes, whether appren­
ti ces and compositor!:', or laborers on the farm, he iE; not on)y 
just but generous . No worthy boy e\·er worked ror !11r. 
Aldrich who ho s not been followed in all his subsequent lire 
hr the acth·e interest and generous syrnpathy of his old enl­
ploycr. l\lore than one young n1an oweR lhc reHults of 
successful life to the advice and instruction or Mr. Alt.lrich 
while in his employment. 

lie is one of the mo~ t versatile 1nen th e writer ever knew. 
A majority of men can do one thing well ir they npply them' 
~=:ch.·e s to a si ng-le purpose ; but few tnen, however, can turn 
tJwir hands and n1ind~ tn qui ck succession to dilfercnt and 
wi<lcly diversified employments, nnd succeed in nJJ ·of them. 
1\lr. Aiel rich wa' a very "''ccessrul ncwspapea· mnn. I le has 
llC\Tr hccn excelled in his d utie~ AS clerk or lht! hOtl'e of 
repn:scnlali\'r ,.;. \Vhcn appointed com1nissioncr to represent 
to c:nngTcss the condition and hardshipg of the river land 
sctllcrs, although the position required n knowledge of the 
principles or law nnd the power to analyze and unravel a 
vast confusion or fitcts, he soon mastered the situation. And 
lalL"r, as nn ag-riculturist, he evinces a practical grasp of the 
subject which will no clouht bring him that reasonable · 
nwasurc of ~ ucccss to which he aspires. 

HON. JOliN F. McJUNKIN, 

IV AS III N(,"J'ON. 

JOliN FER<:US<>N J\lcJUNKIN, attorney gen­
eral of Iowa, was born in Washington county, 

l'ennsylvania, on the 23d of Septeri1ber, J8Jo. His 

parents were John l\lcj unkin und Catherine nee Sny­
der, the former a native of the north of Ireland and 
the Jailer of <:crnwn origin. His father came from 
Jreland in hi s infancy with his parent s, who settleJ 
in eastern l'cnnsylvania, wilere he ·was brought 11p 

lo agricu ltural pitrsuils, and in 1835 removcd with 
hi s family to Richland coun ty, Ohio, where he opt!ilcd 
a farm in the \Yoods and spent the remainder of his 

life. He di ed in 1856 in the seventieth year of his 
age . l I.: was a qui e t, plodding, unos tentat io us man, 
rath er positive in his cilaracter, decideJ in his con­
viclillllS and resoillle in carrying them out. llc was 
an old-line alwlitionist , an Uld School Presbyterian, 
a man of probity anJ the sternest integrity. He 
never had but one lawsui t in his life, and that was 
'(llit c an event in his history. . 

II is ntother was a meek, mild, gentle and amial>le 
woman, who loved to dwell at home, and who had 
not a thought with reference to this world that was 
not cen tered in her husband and children. Her life 

was purely unsellish and devoted to others. She 

died in early life, when our subject was but fifteen 
years of age . 

John F. Mcjunkin was the youngest of a family 

of eight children, all of whom lived to maturity, and 

hut two of whom, besides Dlf subject, sisters, sur­
vive. !lis eldest brother, Daniel, was a man ·of some 
note in Richland county, G"1hio, where he held a 
ma1-:istratc\ commission for over twenty years. . His 
brother William was a prominent business man in 

' Wyandot coun ty, Ohio, being for many years con­
necte d with the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago 
Railroad Company. He died at his home in Nevada, 
Ohio, in the spring of 1874, leaving surviving him 
one son, E. \V. 1\lcJunkin, Esq., a prominent mem­
ber oft he bar of low a, now practicing· at Sigourney. 
ll>hn 11. was raised like the generality of country 
boys of that day, attending the log school-house a 
few weeks during winter months and working on 
the farm ·in summer. He was a bright, ambitious 
}'<Htlh, fond of books and study, and early resolved 
to obtain an education if within the bounds of his 
power. In the winter of 18so-s1 he taught a com· 
mon school at twelve dollars a month, and" boarded · 
'round" with the pupils. With the rnoney earned in ' 
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this way he defrayed the expenses of a five months' 
tuition at the Hayesville Academy, Ashland county, 
Ohio. During the winter following, r85 r-:z, he taught 
again, at the rate of sixteen dollars per month, and 
spent the following summer at the Martinsburg Acad­
emy, Knox county, Ohio. The next winter he taught 
the grammar school in Bucyrus, .Ohio, al}d ·spent the 
following summer again at Martins~urg; '; ;'l,'he winter 
following he taught a public school in .Martii.ls.burg, . 
and recited Latin with a class in the acade,rpy,-under 
the direction of the president, Dr. Hervey( I:Je con-· 
tinued in this way until r856, teac}tihg public schools 
in winter and attending the academy in -summer, :In 
the last named year he was appointed toJbe:chair of 
mathematics in the institution, which un~xpecteqly 
became vacant, and for six months taughfa class-of 
seventy-five students in algebra and the highermathe~­

matics. In the spring following he returned to -Rich< 
land county, Ohio, and commenced the study of law, 
receiving hooks and also some directions from the 
late Hon. William Johnston, of Mansfield, Ohio. He 
spent the following winter at the Martinsburg Acad-_ 
emy, partly as student and partly as teacher. ·- This 
ended his academic studies, and in the summer of 
r858 he entered, as student, the law office of Hon._­
R. C. Hurd, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and was ad~ 
mitted to the bar in August of the same year. ,:· In 
the winter of 1859 he removed to Washington, Iowa, 
where he has since resided and practiced his profes~ 
sian. He soon took a leading position in his western 
home, and had abundant patronage from the very 
outset. 

In i 863 he was elected to represent his county in 
the senate of the state legislature, and served through 
the tenth and eleventh general assemblies, being 
chairman of the committee on constitutional am~nd­

rnents and of the committee on corporations and 
elections, and serving on the committee on federal 
relations, and others, and was one of the most active 
a11d useful members of that body. 

Early in the tenth assembly Mr. McJunkin had 
the honor and privilege of introducing the following 
preamble and resolutions, which deserve to be held 
in everlasting remembrance, and which should trans­
mit his nari1e to posterity in the brightest characters: 

'VIlER EAs, The constitution of the United States does not 
confer on congress the power to abolish and prohibit slavery 
in the States or the Union; and -

WHEREAS, Slavery is incompatible with a republican 
government, and while it exists in any portion of our coun­
try it must endanger her peace and prosperity and re~rd 
her progress ; therefore, he it - · -

Resolved, By the general assembly of the State of Iowa, 

that our representatives in congress be requested, and our 
senators in structed, to u~e their uttnost endeavors to pro­
cure the adoption by congress of the initiatory measures -: 
whereby the constitution of the United States may be so 
amended ns to forever prohibit slavery in the United State~, 
or any po1·tion of the F.:une, nnd so as to authorize congress, . 
by appnlpriate legislation , to carry into effect the provisions __ 
Qf such.amendments. - -

, ' In commenting upon the completed -work, _ of / . 
which this was the initiatory step, .the Washington '•:-,;. 
(Iowa) "Press," in its issue of the 17th of Ja~uary,";·.,.: 
x866, employs the following language: . · · ' "': .': ,. 

· It will be remembered that our senator, J- F. McJunkin, :' 
during the last session of the general assembly, introduced 
a joint resolution requesting our representatives and 'in- ':• 
structing our senators in congTess to use their influence for. 

- the passage of an amendment to the federal constitution for -
the entire abolition of slavery. Our general assembly was. '. 
the first legislative body in the Union which passed such a .. 

,resolution .... Although until now Iowa has had no op­
portunity to record its indorsement of this great measure :: 
of national justice, the people of the state may pride them­
seil•es in no small degree that their legislature was the first · 
to move in the matter; and the people of Washington , -
county may also feel proud that it was their senator who 
first proposed this great measure which has made the na­
tion free. _'· 

) 1: With the close of the eleventh general assembly 
the legislative services of our subject terminated, 
he refusing to be again a candidate, to the no small 
disappointment of his constituents. He did not, . 
however, relinquish his interest in politics and in . 
political questions, as he has stumped the county, 
and sometirnes the surrounding counties, in every 
political campaign since: 

In- r8G8 he was tendered -in converltion the nomi­
nation of the judgeship of the sixth judicial district ­
of Iowa, but declined. 

In 1876 he was nominated by -the state repub­
lican convention for the position of attorney-gen­
eral of the state, to which he was elected in the 
autumn of the same year by a majority of sixty 
thousand votes. He is now the incumbent of that 
office. 

For the past sixteen years he has held the posi­
tion of attorney for the Rock Island and Pacific 
Railroad Company, at Washington.- He was also 
the . first attorney of the old Mississippi and Mis­
souri Railroad Company, which in 1863 was merged 
into the Rock Island- road. 

He is a Mason an·d an Odd-Fellow, a distin­
guish~d and prominent member of the Old School 
Presbyterian church, and has been a republican 
and an abolitionist all his lifetime. - 1 

Mr. McJunkin is a gentleman of very fine liter­
ary attainments, a superior classical scholar and an 
eies:ant and effective public speaker, with pleasant 

~ 

~; (:ti~1!'·4,;;~~}~~1!~~~'{f;~~:~ '·. 
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and agreeable manners and address, very genial and 
friendly, and a general favorite among the people 
of his county and state. In the practice of his 
profession he is very zealons, as, indeed, he is in 

. everything which he undertakes. As a jury lawyer, 
he has few, if any, equals in the county or district 
in which he resides; while, as a common-law prac­
titioner, he is second to none in the state. In sh ort, 
he has made the law his sole study for the iast 
twenty years, and in criminal practice, being gen­
erally employed on the defense, he is without a 
SUJ>e rior in the valley of the Mississippi, his prac­
tice in this department extending not only over his 
own state, but into several of the states west of Iowa. 

The secret of his success with juries is to be 
found in the courteous and gentlemanly manner 
in which he treats the opposing party and the wit­
nesses, and impartiality with which he presents his 
case. 

During his brief experience as attorney-general 
he has given the utmost satisfaction to the author­
ities of the state, bringing to bear upon the qu es­
tions submitted for his opinion or decision a ripe 

acquaintance with the law and equity governing 
the same, as well as a close familiarity with prece­
dents drawn from former court decisions in analo­
gous cases . 

In his business transactions he is peculiarly trans- . 
parent and honorable, and hence has the unlimited 
confidence of every one with whom he has any in­
tercourse. For .the last twelve years he has been 
associated in the practice of law with J. F. Hen­
derson, Esq., and during that period there has never 
been the slightest disagreement or misunderstand­
ing between thetn; and it is the testimony of Mr. 
Henderson that in all his acquaintance through life 
he has never. met a man possessing more of the true 
instincts and characteristics of the gentleman than 
John F . McJunker. : '·· . 

He was married on the zsth of May, I 864, to 
Miss Eliza Jane, daughter of James M. Boland, Esq., 
of Martinsburg, Ohio; a lady of refined tastes and 
domestic habits, whose life is devoted to making 
home happy and attractive. They hav~ three chil­
dren living, Sarah, John Howard and Mary, all being 
trained for lives. of honor and usefulness. 

KEOSAU~UA. 

J\MONG the older lawyers and eminent jurists 
.I-\. of Iowa is Joseph Curtis Knapp, who settled 
here three years before the territory became a state. 
Through nearly all its history as a commonwealth 
he has been conspicuous in its politics, as well as its 
jurisprudence. His name is thoroughly woven into 
its annals, in all case$ in a highly creditable manner. 

Judge Knapp, a native of the Green Mountain 
· State, . and a son of Ebenezer and Irene (Curtis) 

Knapp, was born on the 27th of June, I813, in Berlin, 
Washington county .. The Knapps were early settlers 
in Massachusetts; the Curtises, in Hanover, New 
Hampshire. Ebenezer Knapp was a farmer, a hard 
working man himself, and reared his children 111 

habits of industry . 
Joseph received a good academic education m 

Montpelier·; left his native state in 1833; came. as 
far west as Racine, Wisconsin, then a part of Michi­
gan territo~y; read law at first with Hon. Marshall 
M. Strong, and afterward with Hon . E. G. Ryan, 
late chief justice of Wisconsin; practiced a few years 
in Racine, and in 1843 pushed westward across the 

Mississippi river, locating permanently at Keosau­
qua, Van Buren county, in the southeastern part of 
the sta te. He was for nearly a dozen years in the 
noted firm of Wright, Knapp and Coldwell, his part­
ners being George G. Wright, late of the United 
States senate, and H. C. Cold1vell, now judge of the 
United States district court, of Arkansas. Senator 
Wright is an uncle, by marriage, of Judge Knapp, 
and Judge Coldwell is a brother-in-law. It is not 
often that the three members of a law firm rise to 
such distinction; a more conspicuous example, how­
ever, was· found in Buffalo, New York, many years 
ago in the firm of Fillmore, Hall and Haven. Mr. 
Fillmore became President of the United States, Mr. 
Hall was his postmaster-general, and Mr. Haven 
went to congress. ·.•· ,_., 

Judge Knapp was appointed prosecuting attorney 
by Governo~ Clark, in 1846, and judge of the third 
judicial district by Governor Hempstead, in 18so. 
He w·as appointed,by P~esident Pierce United States 
attorney for the district of Iowa ·in 1853; reappointed 
by President Buchanan, and·. held the office eight con-
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went cheerfully to work, ann before many years 
han one of the b.est farms in Oregon Tc wnship. 
The farm consists of 200 acres of wild land, all of 
which is well improved ancl under a high state of 
cultivation. ·when they settled upon their farm 
the country for miles around was still in -a wilcl 
state, few persons having the courage to settle upon 
the prairie. Now all is changed, there being not 
an acre of land but what is under fence, and in the 
great change that has been made our subject has 
borne his pn.rt. He has lived to see the country 
well settled in every part, and the citizens of Wash­
ington County as prosperous as those of any other 
eounty in the State. l\lrs. CR.rson has been a con­
sistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church i 

~ for thirty -one years. 

! 

I <~ON -=~med, w" I v at one time one of the best known citizens 
' of Washington County, l•)Wa. He was I ~ born in Washington County, Pa., on the 23d 

I of -tleptem ber, 1830. His parents were John and 
Catherine (Snyder) McJunkin, the former a na­

i tive of Irelanrl and the latter of German origin. 
1 

I His father tame from Ireland in his infancy, with 
his parents, and settled in Eastern Pennsylvania, 
where he was brought up to agricultural pursuits, 
and_ in 1835 removed with his family to Richland 
County, Ohio, ~here he opened a farm in the 
woods an·d spent the remainder of his life. 

John F . was the youngest of a family of eight 
children, all living to maturity. He was raised 
like the generality of farmer boys at that day, at­
tending the log school-house a few weeks in winter, 
an<l working on the farm in summer. He was a 
bright, ambiLious youth, fond of books and study, 
and early resolved to obtain an education if within 
his power. In the winter of 1851 he taught a term 
of common school at $12 per month, and boarded 
aroulld with his pupils. With the money earned in 
this way he defrayed the expenses of five months' 
tuition at Hayesv ille Academy, Ashland Co., Ohio. 
During the following winter he taught again at the 
rate of $16 per month_, and spent the following 

summer at Martinsburg Academy, Knox Co., Ohio. 
The next winter he taught the grammer school at 
Bucyrus, Ohio, and spent the following summer 
again at Martinsburg. The winter following he 
taught a public school iu Martinsburg, and stu<iied 
Latin with a class in the aca<ierny, under the direc­
tion of the President, Dr. Hervey. 

Our subject continued in thi s way until 1856, 
teaching publie; schools in winter, ancl attending 
the academy in summer. In the fall of 1856 the 
Chair of :\'latbematics in tile academy unexpectedly 
~ee;ame vacant, and lle was appointed to fill the va­
cancy, and for six months taught a class of seventy­
five students in algebra and higher mathematics. 
In the spring of 1857 he returned to Richland 
County, Ohio, and commenced the stucty oflaw, re­
ceiving some books and also some information from 
the Hon. William ,Tohnson, of Mansfieltl, Ohio. 
The winter of 1857-58 he spent in the Martinsburg 
Academy, partly as student and partly as teacher. 
This ended his academic stud ies, and in the sum­
mer of 1858 he entered as a sturlent the Ia w office 
of R. C. Hurd, of Mt. Vernon, Ohio, and was ad­
mitted to the bar in August of the same year. 

In the winter of 1858-59 Mr. McJunkin re­
moved to ·washington, Iowa, where be resided un-
ti l his cleath, engaged in the practice of his pro­
fession.· He soon took a leading position in his 
western home, and had abundance of patronage 
from the outset. ln 1863 he was elected tu repre­
sent hi.s county in tbe State Legislature and served 
in the Tenth and Eleventh General Assemblies, be­
ing the Chairman of the Committee on Constitu­
tional Amendments, and of the Committee on Cor­
porations and Elections, and serving on the Com­
mittee on l<'ederal Relations. He was one of the 
most active and useful members of that body. At 
the close of the Eleventh General Assembly, his leg­
islative services terminated, he refusing again to be 
a candidate, to the disappointment of his constitu­
ents. In 1868 Mr. McJunkin was tendered the 
nomination for Judge of the Sixth Judicial Dis­
trict of Iowa, but declined. In 1876 he was nomi­
nated by the State R epublican Convention for the 
position of Attorney General of the State, to which 
he was elected in the autumn of the same year, by 
a majority of 60,000 votes. For many years he T 
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held the ~~osition of attorney for the Chicago, found upon the floor, the miscreants having even '!: 

Rock Island & Pacific Raill'Oad at Washington. taken the bedding upon which he1· emaciated form . 
He was also the first attorney for the old Missis- had lain. 
sippi & Missouri Railroad Co. In 1860 William . Sherwood went to Des Moines 

I\fr. McJunkin was married, on the 25th of May, County, and engaged in farming. When the cry 
1864, to Miss Eliza Jane, the daughter of James "to arms" was sounded, he was one of the first to 
M. Bolland, of Martinsbmg, Ohio, a lady of fine enlist in Co. K, 14th Iowa Vol. Inf., aud in all the 
tastes and domestic habits, whose life has been de- bloody engagements participated in by his regiment 
voted to making her home happy and attractive. he was ' found at the front. The thunder of the 
They have three children living-Sarah, John guns at Fts. Henry and Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, 

. Howard and Mary-all being trained for lives of and at Island No. 10, made the hot blood of our 
honor and usefulness. Mr. McJunkin died Jan. l, brave soldier boil with enthusiasm, and whe1·e bul-
1883, and the death of no man in Washington lets ftew fast and thickest at the siege of Vicksburg 
County was ever m01·e sincerely regretted. he stood in the front. He seemed to lead a charmed 

V/ILLIAM M. SHERWOOD, farmer, was 
\~\;;J/1 born in Ross County, Ohio, May 11, 1824, 

. and is the son of Joseph and Mary (Brarlen) 
Sherwood. Joseph and his wife were born in Wash­
ington County, Pa., and emigraterl to Ohio about 
1813. He owned land in Northern Ohio, but after 
living several years in Washington and Logan Coun­
ties, emigrated in 1837 to Buchanan County, Mo., 
being one of the first families to go there. They 
moved into the "Platte Purchase," where Indians 
were plentiful, and for many months, as our sub­
ject expresses it, they lived on "hog and hominy." 
Five children were born in Ohio, who afterward 
resided in Missouri: John B., who wedded Polly 
Ray; Samuel, the husband of Eliza Rice.; Lettie, · 
the wife of John Estis; Caroline, the wife of Will­
iam Johnston, and our subject. 

The parents remained during their lifetime in 
Missouri, the wife dying in 1854, and her husband 
being killed by Quantrell's guel'l'illas during the 
great raid in 1862. Joseph Sherwood was an 
a. vowed Abolitionist, and was both zealous and bold 
in expres~ing his sentiments. After Quantrell had 
taken his stock and everything of value, he then 
deliberately shot to death that aged man, then in 
his eighty-seventh year. At the same time an aunt 
of our subject, Letty Braden, who for years had 
been an invalid, was dragged from he1· bed and 
killed by the same marauders, and her body was 

life; his comrades fell about him, but he was spared 
to see the victory of the Union soldiers, which for­
ever settled the issues for which they fought and 
fell. His eldest brother, Job.n Sherwood, served in 
the Confederate army three yearl:i and th1·ee months 
under Gen. Price, aud in the same bloody conflict 
did the brothers wage merciless war against each 
other. Both escaped unharmed. Samuel was also 
a Union soldier, and after fightingtt"valiantly for the 
prese1·vation of the Union, was assassinated by a 
squad of bushwhacke1·s while stanrling in his own 
door. Thus were men treated during' Lhe dark and 
bloody days of the war for rlaring to speak their 
sentiments. 

Since his return from the army, Mr. Sherwood 
has never regained his usual good health. ' Expo­
sure brought with it disease, which yet manifests 
itself, leaving him the wreck of a once perfect typ­
ical manhood. ln 1865, his marriage to Miss Cath­
erine, daughter ·of Mrs. Margaret Gray, of Des 
Moines, was celebrated. Samuel Gray, her hus­
band, was during his life a farmer, and the father 
of Catherine; Martha, who wedded William Ran­
kin; Sarah, the wife of Newton Ray; William B., 
who was a soldier in the same company with our 
subject, and who is now a resident of Lompock, 
Cal. He was for fifteen months in a rebel prison 
at Camp Tyler, Tex. 

The vocation of 'William Sherwood was always a 
farmer. Only three years ago he became a resident 
of this county, but nevertheless, he is a most wel­
come one. He is honored not only as a man, but 
as a soldier and a gentleman of whom none speak 
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RECOLLE CTIONS AND SKETCHES 543 

and in the attack and capture of Mobile. where he and his brigade were conspicuous 
for their bravery. He was subsequently breveted Brigadier-General. He served 

with distinction until the very end of the War. 

Returning from the army , he resumed the practice at Washington in connection 

with his brother, William Schofield, who was also one of the early and able lawyers 
of Washington County. Their names frequently appear in connection with cases 

contained in the Reports of the Supreme Court of that period. 

Mr. Schofield was originally a Democrat, but on the outbreak of the Rebellion, 
allied himself with the Republican Party, though he favored the election of Horace 
Greeley in the presidential campaign of 1872. In 1868 he was a presidential 
elector on the Republican ticket and voted for General Grant. He was not what 
might be called an active politician, and in the latter part of his life his political 
garments hung loosely upon his shoulders. He had a decided literary taste, was a 
wide reader , a collector of old and curious books and had one of the best private 

libraries in the State. He died at Seattle, Washington, in 1 906. 

] ohn F. M cjunkin was stricken with death in the prime of life, and in the midst 
of a useful career. He had attained prominence as a lawyer and noted man 
throughout the State. His death occurred near the close of his second term as 
Attorney-General of the State. I became acquainted with him when we were both 
young men, in January, 1864, while we were members of the Tenth General 
Assembly-he of the Senate, and I of the Ha"use. We again met as fellow mem­
bers of the Senate in ] anuary, 1866. We became intimately acquainted, and for 
him I cherished a great respect and affection. While in the Senate of the Tenth 
General Assembly, he prepared and was the author of the joint resolution, adopted 
by both Houses, instructing our senators and representatives in Congress to report 

an amendment to the Federal Constitution for the complete abolition of slavery. It 
was the first action taken by any state in that behalf. 

In 18 7 6 he was elected Attorney-General of the State, and at the end of that 
term was re-elected for another. He served through both periods with marked 

ability and general satisfaction. He gained a high reputation in that office as a 
sound lawyer and prudent adviser. It was a source of long sustained sorrow that 
his earthly career was brought so soon to an end. He was far from being rugged 

physically, and the arduous duties of his office, combined with his other professional 
labors, completely wore him out. He died in the hard-worked harness. Nothing 

will better exemplify this than the following remarks of Smith McPherson, who 
succeeded him as Attorney-General: 'f. 

When hi s tenu of offir:e here ex pired ancl my own began, I went to his office to 
receive from him <"ertain pffec·ts. But he was not th ere. I found him in an armchair 

*Memorial ProceedingR in tJ u .. Suprr'm" Court of Io wa, on tlte cl eat.h of Attor­
ney-GeJtPral Mdu11kin . 
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a t his hom e physically unabl e to ~ uppurt him ~e lf. and as it Sf'enwd t11 t11e :.Iln: atl>· 
IYith more than one foot in the graYe. But he did not c-ollt[Jla in . lle ,,·as ch e<- rft tl. 
smiling , anll as courageous an d possessed of as muc·lt "·ill ).JOIH-r a;; any mentlJ•:r or 
the bar now within my hearing. ln th a t intervie w. lasting- se 1·era ! hour;;_ he gaY•· 
me much information as to the de tai h o r tl1e otlic:P and much athke a s t" tl te 
importa nt trusts co mmitt ed t o my ca r l:' . I will tlu ,,.Pll to li•·t·d a111l f"ll"w tl~;tt 
advice. 

Upon Ihe occasion of his death feeling memorial proceed ings ,,·e re hel d no! only 

by the Washington County Bar, but by that of Polk Counly. T he latt e r p resented 

appropriate resolutions to the court, which were seconded by Ex-Attorney-General 

Nourse, with a tribute from him and other lawyers. The following exc erpt from the 

remarks of Chief Justice ] ames G. Day , in response indicates the hi gh t>steem in 
which Mr. Me] unkin was held : 

The co urt h ea rtily co ncurs in tl tte sen tint PJJl s so fefo'!i ng ly l'X flr•· ;;:;•·d n--s p•·• ·ti ng 
c,ur departed !Jrutlier. l•'o r fo ur yea rs .\lr. :\Il'Junkiu wa~ a s~ o('i<llfo'tl with 11s in t ltp 
t-s t.ima!Jl e relation ol' Attorney-General. llut·in~ t ltat tint .-- 11.,. IPa rn r-- tl I •> ; idl ttin~ 
/lin t for lii s tjllalitit' s or miJl(l and heart. He was durin g a ll that lilllt ' a gn ·<>t in1·:;! id. 
a nd at ma ny tim es a gn•a t s ufre n·r. \\ ' •• nevo--r part t• d wit h liittl at tit>' ,·Jo,_.,. 11( a 
tPrnt nr t·out·t witlwut g r<J. Vt' appr to iJ PII sim ts tiJUt Wfo' migl tl llPvo--r "'' ' ''t ilit11 a!':<~i n . 
.-\ nd yet. notwith s tantliu g his infirlll iti es lw di sc!JUrg·t> tl tl"' tl utit-s or' l1 is position 
with an a!Jility and a fi de lity that never gaYe us ocl'as ion fo r t'Oillplaint. l! t· 11as a 
lawy e r of a b ility an d an a d vo('a te or r a re power . In his J'ort>nsic f'itorh Itt- t·mpJ,,_,.Ptl 
the l'io sed fist of logic, rath e r than th e open pa lm or rl tt:'toril: . ant ! lit· pli• ·d his 
a rgu men t s in a manner that nevt>r ra iled to in st ruct. 

He was born in Washin glon County, P ennsylvania, in 1820, and received there 

his education . He was admitted to th e Pennsy lvania Bar in 1858, an d the fol­

lowing year came West , locating at W ash ington , Washington County, Iowa , 11here 

he immediately entered upon the practice, and as has been indicated, pursued it with 

marked success . He 1v a s a Republica n in politics , and as such elected to th e offices 

before referred to. I have several letters I received from him in the course uf our 

l riendly correspondence, but none the publication of which 11·ottld add any par­
ticular interest to this sketch. 

Granville C . Bennett was one o f the brilli ant young lawyers of \Vash ington 

County, and of the State, when I became acquainted with him. It was while we 

were members of the Eleventh General Assembly. As I recollect him then, he was 

a tall, well and strongly proportioned young man \Vith large, black eyes, abu ndance 

of hair of the sa me color adorning a well-shaped head and expressive co unten ance. 

He was active in movements and execution and was an influential member of the 

legisla ture. After the expiration of his te rm in the House o f the Eleventh General 

Assembly, h e was in the fall of 1867, elected to the S tate Senate from \Vashington 

C ounty, and se rved in the Thirteenth and F ourl eenth General Assemblies. He wa s 

subsequently appointed United States Judge of Dakota Territory, and alter lhe 

close o I that service, was elected a de legate from that Territory to Co ngress. Afte r 

this he practiced with eminent success in Deadwood, South Dakola. A s already 

indicaled, he was a man of ta lenls, a nd hud already m<ldt' an t·xceli<' JJI 111 ;1rk in his 
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