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Preface

The Iowa Court Rules includes rules of procedure, pleadings, practice, evidence, and the forms of 
process, writs and notices, for all proceedings in the state courts as prescribed by the Iowa Supreme 
Court and published by the Legislative Services Agency.

The Fifth Edition of the Iowa Court Rules was published in July 2009 pursuant to Iowa Code 
section 2B.5(2). Subsequent updates to the Iowa Court Rules, as ordered by the Supreme Court, are 
published in electronic format only and include chapters that have been amended or adopted.

The Iowa Court Rules and related documents are available at www.legis.iowa.gov/law/courtRules.

To receive email notification of the publication of a Supplement to the Iowa Court Rules, subscribe 
at www.legis.iowa.gov/subscribe/subscriptions.

Inquiries. Inquiries regarding access to the Iowa Court Rules should be directed to the Legislative 
Services Agency’s Computer Services Division Help Desk at 515.281.6506.

Citation. The rules shall be cited as follows:
 Chapter 1 Iowa R. Civ. P.
 Chapter 2 Iowa R. Crim. P.
 Chapter 5 Iowa R. Evid.
 Chapter 6 Iowa R. App. P.
 Chapter 16 Iowa R. Elec. P.
 Chapter 32 Iowa R. of Prof’l Conduct
 Chapter 51 Iowa Code of Judicial Conduct
 All other rules shall be cited as “Iowa Ct. R.”

Supplements. Supplements to the Fifth Edition of the Iowa Court Rules have been issued as follows:
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CHAPTER  9
CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES

Rule 9.1 Guidelines adopted. The supreme court has undertaken to prescribe uniform child 
support guidelines and criteria pursuant to the federal Family Support Act of 1988, Pub. L. No. 
100-485 and Iowa Code section 598.21B. The child support guidelines contained in this chapter 
are hereby adopted and effective January 1, 2026. The guidelines apply to cases pending January 
1, 2026, and thereafter.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective 
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 
2026]

Rule 9.2 Applicability. These guidelines are established for use by the courts of this state in 
determining the amount of child support. The guidelines are applicable to modification of child 
support orders as provided in Iowa Code section 598.21C(2).
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009]

Rule 9.3 Purpose. 
9.3(1) Purpose. The purpose of the guidelines is to provide for the best interests of the 

children by recognizing the duty of both parents to provide adequate support for their children in 
proportion to their respective incomes. While the guidelines cannot take into account the specific 
facts of individual cases, they will normally provide reasonable support.

9.3(2) Low-income adjustment. The basic support obligation amounts have been adjusted in 
the shaded area of the Iowa Schedule of Basic Support Obligations in rule 9.26 for low-income 
obligated (noncustodial) parents. The objective of the adjustment is to strike a balance between 
adequately supporting the obligated parent’s children and allowing the obligated parent to live 
at least at a subsistence level. The adjustment is based on the following: (1) requiring a support 
order no matter how little the obligated parent’s income is, (2) increasing the support amount for 
more children, (3) maintaining an incentive to work for the obligated parent, and (4) gradually 
phasing out the adjustment with increased income.

a. In accordance with this objective, except as provided in (b), only the obligated parent’s 
adjusted net income is used when the obligated parent’s income is in Area A of the shaded area 
of the schedule. When the obligated parent’s adjusted net income is in Area B of the shaded 
area of the schedule, the guidelines amount of support is the lesser of the support calculated 
using only the obligated parent’s adjusted net income as compared to the support calculated using 
the combined adjusted net incomes of both parents. The combined adjusted net incomes of both 
parents are used in the remaining (nonshaded) Area C of the schedule.

b. In cases of joint (equally shared) physical care, the low-income adjustment is not 
applicable, and the parents’ combined adjusted net incomes as shown in the shaded area of 
the schedule are used.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; 
May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; September 29, 2025, 
effective January 1, 2026]

Rule 9.4 Guidelines — rebuttable presumption. In ordering child support, the court should 
determine the amount of support specified by the guidelines. There is a rebuttable presumption 
that the amount of child support which would result from the application of the guidelines 
prescribed by the supreme court is the correct amount of child support to be awarded. That 
amount may be adjusted upward or downward, however, if the court finds such adjustment 
necessary to provide for the needs of the children or to do justice between the parties under 
the special circumstances of the case. The appropriate amount of child support is zero if the 
noncustodial parent’s only income is from Supplemental Security Income (SSI) paid pursuant to 
42 U.S.C. §1381a.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; 
September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 2026]
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Rule 9.5 Income. 
9.5(1) Gross monthly income. In the guidelines, the term “gross monthly income” means 

reasonably expected income from all sources.
a. Gross monthly income includes spousal support payments to be received by a party in 

the pending matter and prior obligation spousal support payments actually received by a party 
pursuant to court order. For spousal support payments taxable to the payee and deductible by 
the payor, the payments are added to or subtracted from gross monthly income prior to the 
calculation of federal and state income taxes. For spousal support payments not taxable to the 
payee or deductible by the payor, the payments will be added or subtracted after the calculation of 
federal and state income taxes in arriving at net monthly income.

(1) If spousal support is to be paid in the pending matter, whether temporary or permanent, it 
will be determined first and added to the payee’s income and deducted from the payor’s income 
before child support is calculated.

(2) A payor of prior obligation spousal support will receive a reduction from income for 
spousal support actually paid pursuant to court order.

(3) Reimbursement spousal support, whether being paid in a prior matter or to be paid in the 
pending matter, may not be added to a payee’s income or deducted from a payor’s income.

b. Gross monthly income does not include public assistance payments, the earned income tax 
credit, or child support payments a party receives.

c. Gross income from self-employment is self-employment gross income less reasonable 
business expenses.

d. To determine gross income, the court may not impute income under rule 9.11 except:
(1) Pursuant to agreement of the parties, or
(2) Upon request of a party, and a written determination is made by the court under rule 9.11.
9.5(2) Net monthly income. In the guidelines the term “net monthly income” means gross 

monthly income less deductions for the following:
a. Federal income tax (calculated pursuant to the guidelines method).
b. State income tax (calculated pursuant to the guidelines method).
c. Social Security and Medicare tax deductions, or for those employees who do not contribute 

to Social Security, mandatory pension deductions not to exceed the current Social Security and 
Medicare tax rate for employees.

d. Mandatory occupational license fees if paid by the individual personally, not by the 
employer, and if not previously deducted as a business expense on the individual’s tax return 
in arriving at the individual’s self-employment or other business income.

e. Union dues.
f. Health insurance premium costs for other children not in the pending matter when coverage 

is provided pursuant to court or administrative order or for children who are qualified additional 
dependents under rule 9.7. For purposes of this deduction, the premium cost for other children is 
one-half of the amount calculated for those other children utilizing the method specified in rule 
9.14(5)(b).

g. Cash medical support ordered in this pending matter as determined by the Medical Support 
Table in rule 9.12.

h. Cash medical support and prior obligation of child support actually paid pursuant to court or 
administrative order for other children not in the pending matter.

i. Qualified additional dependent deductions.
9.5(3) Items not deducted from income. Other items, such as credit union payments, charitable 

deductions, savings or thrift plans, and voluntary pension plans, are not to be deducted from 
a parent’s income, since the needs of the children must have a higher priority than voluntary 
savings or payment of indebtedness.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective 
January 1, 2018; November 16, 2018, effective January 1, 2019; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 
2022; September 30, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 2026]

Rule 9.6 Guidelines method for computing taxes. For purposes of computing the taxes to be 
deducted from a parent’s gross income, the following uniform rules apply:

9.6(1) An unmarried parent is assigned either single or head of household filing status. Head 
of household filing status is assigned if a parent is the custodial parent of one or more of the 
mutual children of the parents.
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9.6(2) A married parent is assigned married filing separate status, except that a married parent 
will be treated as an unmarried parent under rule 9.6(1) or 9.6(3) when calculating temporary 
child support between parents married to each other.

9.6(3) If the parents have joint (equally shared) physical care of their mutual children, an 
unmarried parent is assigned head of household filing status and a married parent is assigned 
married filing separate status.

9.6(4) The standard deduction applicable to the parent’s filing status under rule 9.6(1), 9.6(2) 
or 9.6(3) must be used.

9.6(5) Each parent is assigned one personal exemption for the parent. The custodial parent is 
assigned one additional dependent exemption for each mutual child of the parents, unless a parent 
provides information that the noncustodial parent has been allocated the dependent exemption for 
such child. In cases of joint (equally shared) or split physical care, the dependent exemption(s) 
for the mutual child(ren) of the parties are assigned according to the order or decree establishing 
the joint or split care arrangement.

9.6(6) If a parent’s gross income under rule 9.5(1) is adjusted because of spousal support 
received or paid by the parent, applicable federal and state tax law determines whether those 
spousal support amounts are used to increase or decrease the parent’s taxable income for 
computing taxes under this rule.

9.6(7) If the amount of federal or state income tax, or both, actually paid by a parent differs 
substantially from the amount(s) determined by the guidelines method of computing taxes, the 
court may consider whether the difference is sufficient reason to adjust the child support under 
the criteria in rule 9.11. This rule does not preclude alternate methods of calculation by Child 
Support Services (CSS) as authorized by Iowa Code section 252B.7A.
[Court Order September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; 
May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; November 16, 2018, effective January 1, 2019; September 3, 2021, 
effective January 1, 2022; June 30, 2023, effective July 1, 2023; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 
2026]

Rule 9.7 Qualified additional dependent deduction. To establish a qualified additional 
dependent deduction, the requesting parent must demonstrate a legal obligation to the child(ren) 
under Iowa Code section 252A.3. Ways to demonstrate a legal obligation to the child(ren) 
include:

9.7(1) By order of a court of competent jurisdiction or by administrative order when 
authorized by state law.

9.7(2) By the statement of the person admitting paternity in court and upon concurrence of 
the mother. If the mother was married, at the time of conception, birth, or at any time during the 
period between conception and birth of the child, to an individual other than the person admitting 
paternity, the individual to whom the mother was married at the time of conception, birth, or 
at any time during the period between conception and birth, must deny paternity in order to 
establish the paternity of the person admitting paternity upon the sole basis of the admission.

9.7(3) By the filing and registration by the state registrar of an affidavit of paternity executed 
on or after July 1, 1993, as provided in Iowa Code section 252A.3A, provided that the mother 
of the child was unmarried at the time of conception, birth, and at any time during the period 
between conception and birth of the child, or if the mother was married at the time of conception, 
birth, or at any time during the period between conception and birth of the child, a court of 
competent jurisdiction has determined that the individual to whom the mother was married at the 
time is not the father of the child.

9.7(4) By a child born during the marriage unless the paternity has been determined otherwise 
by a court of competent jurisdiction.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013]

Rule 9.8 Deduction amount and use. 
9.8(1) The monthly deduction for qualified additional dependents of a parent (custodial or 

noncustodial) is:
a. 8% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $800 per month) for one (1) 

child.
b. 12% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1200 per month) for two (2) 

children.
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c. 14% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1400 per month) for three (3) 
children.

d. 15% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1500 per month) for four (4) 
children.

e. 16% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1600 per month) for five (5) 
or more children.

9.8(2) The qualified additional dependent deduction can be used for the establishment of 
original orders or in proceedings to modify an existing order. However, the deduction cannot 
be used to affect the threshold determination of eligibility for a downward modification of an 
existing order. After the threshold determination has been met, the deduction must be used in the 
determination of the net monthly income. A deduction may be taken for a prior obligation for 
support actually paid (rule 9.5(2)(h)) or a qualified additional dependent deduction (rule 9.5(2)
(i)), but both deductions cannot be used for the same child. A qualified additional dependent 
deduction cannot be claimed for a child for whom there is a prior court or administrative support 
order.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 
1, 2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; effective March 22, 2022; September 29, 2025, effective 
January 1, 2026]

Rule 9.9 Extraordinary visitation credit. If the noncustodial parent’s court-ordered visitation 
exceeds 127 days per year, the noncustodial parent will receive a credit to the noncustodial 
parent’s share of the basic support obligation in accordance with the following table:

Days Credit
128-147 15%
148-166 20%
167 or more but less than equally shared physical care 25%

For the purposes of this credit, “days” means overnights spent caring for the child(ren). Failure 
to exercise court-ordered visitation may be a basis for modification. The extraordinary visitation 
credit may not reduce support below $50 for one child, $75 for two children, or $100 for three or 
more children.
[Court Order September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 
9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.10 Child support guidelines worksheet. All parties must file a child support guidelines 
worksheet from rule 9.27 prior to a support hearing or the establishment of a support order. The 
parties must use Form 1 accompanying these rules, unless both parties agree to use Form 2. CSS 
must use Form 2. The parties may supplement any other required financial statements by filing 
Form 3.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; June 30, 2023, effective July 1, 2023; September 29, 
2025, effective January 1, 2026]

Rule 9.11 Variance from guidelines. The court may not vary from the amount of child support 
or child care expense add-on that would result from application of the guidelines without a 
written finding that the guidelines would be unjust or inappropriate as determined under the 
following criteria:

9.11(1) Substantial injustice would result to the payor, payee, or child(ren).
9.11(2) Adjustments are necessary to provide for the needs of the child(ren) or to do justice 

between the parties, payor, or payee under the special circumstances of the case.
9.11(3) Circumstances contemplated in Iowa Code section 234.39.
9.11(4) The court may impute income in appropriate cases subject to the requirements of rule 

9.5. If the court finds that a parent is voluntarily unemployed or underemployed without just 
cause, child support may be calculated based on a determination of earning capacity. 

a. Incarceration is not voluntary unemployment for purposes of establishing or modifying 
child support.

b. A determination of earning capacity must take into consideration the specific circumstances 
of the parent to the extent known, and may include such factors as employment potential 
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and probable earnings level based on work and training history, occupational qualifications, 
prevailing job opportunities, availability of employers willing to hire the parent, and earning 
levels in the community.

c. The court may also consider the parent’s assets, residence, educational attainment, literacy, 
age, health, criminal record and other employment barriers, record of seeking work, and other 
relevant factors.

d. The court may not use earning capacity instead of actual earnings or otherwise impute 
income unless a written determination is made that, if actual earnings were used, substantial 
injustice would occur or adjustments would be necessary to provide for the needs of the 
child(ren) or to do justice between the parties.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective 
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 
2026]

Rule 9.11A Child care expense add-on. Because the cost of child care is not included in 
the economic data used to establish the support amounts in the Schedule of Basic Support 
Obligations, this rule will apply when determining the child care expense add-on, if any, to the 
guideline amount of child support to account for the noncustodial parent’s share of the child care 
expenses incurred by the custodial parent.

9.11A(1) Child care expenses. For purposes of this rule, “child care expenses” means actual, 
annualized child care expenses the custodial parent pays for the child(ren) in the pending matter, 
excluding any third party reimbursements and reduced by estimated state and federal child care 
tax credits, that are reasonably necessary to enable the parent to be employed, attend education or 
training activities, or conduct a job search.

a. State and federal child care tax credits will be estimated at 25% of the actual child care 
expenses incurred by the custodial parent up to the maximum expense limitation under federal 
law.

b. Because child care tax credits are inapplicable or nominal for low-income taxpayers, no 
estimated child care tax credit will be deducted for a custodial parent who has gross monthly 
income less than the following amounts: $3,750 for one child; $4,550 for two children; $5,000 
for three children; $5,500 for four children; $6,250 for five children; and $6,900 for six or more 
children.

9.11A(2) Presumption relating to child care expense add-on upon child’s 13th birthday. There 
is a rebuttable presumption that there will be no add-on for child care expenses attributable to a 
child upon the child’s 13th birthday.

9.11A(3) Child care expense add-on calculation. Two calculations are required when 
determining the amount of the child care expense add-on.

a. In the first calculation, multiply the noncustodial parent’s proportional share of income by 
the amount of child care expenses. For purposes of this subrule only, the noncustodial parent’s 
proportional share of income is determined using the noncustodial parent’s adjusted net monthly 
income less the amount of child support to be paid by the noncustodial parent in the pending 
matter.

b. In the second calculation, multiply the noncustodial parent’s disposable income by .5 and 
then subtract the guideline amount of child support and any cash medical support to be paid in 
the pending matter as well as the full amount of any health insurance premiums actually paid by 
the noncustodial parent or that are expected to be paid by the noncustodial parent to comply with 
a health insurance order that will be entered in the pending matter. Health insurance provided 
by a stepparent will not be considered in this calculation. For purposes of this subrule only, 
“disposable income” means gross monthly income less the deductions in rules 9.5(2)(a) through 
(c).

c. The child care expense add-on is the lesser of the amount calculated under (a) or (b).
9.11A(4) Order provisions. 
a. Any order containing a child care expense add-on must specify the amount of the basic 

support obligation calculated before the child care expense add-on, the amount of the child care 
expense add-on, the combined amount of the basic support obligation and the child care expense 
add-on, and the specific periodic payment date when the child care expense add-on will end. If 
the order does not specify otherwise, the child care expense add-on will automatically terminate 
upon the youngest child’s 13th birthday.
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b. When a child care expense add-on ends pursuant to the terms of the support order or 
pursuant to this subrule, support will automatically adjust to the amount of the basic support 
obligation without a child care expense add-on. If the order does not specify an adjustment date, 
the adjustment will be effective on the first date that the next periodic support payment becomes 
due after the youngest child’s 13th birthday.

9.11A(5) Substantial change in circumstances. A change in the amount of child care expenses 
incurred by the custodial parent is a factor to be considered in determining whether a substantial 
change in circumstances exists to modify a support order that includes a child care expense 
add-on.

9.11A(6) When rule 9.11A does not apply. Rule 9.11A does not apply and a child care expense 
add-on will not be ordered when:

a. Pursuant to agreement of the parties, the noncustodial parent is ordered to make direct 
payments to the child care provider or to directly reimburse the custodial parent for the costs of 
child care, or the parties have otherwise expressly agreed on the payment of child care expenses.

b. The custodial parent fails to provide the necessary information to determine the amount of 
child care expenses.

c. There is an order for joint (equally shared) physical care, as child care expenses are to be 
allocated under rule 9.14(3).

d. The noncustodial parent’s adjusted net monthly income is in an income range that correlates 
with the shaded area of the schedule in rule 9.26.
[Court Order July 20, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; 
September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 2026]

Rule 9.12 Medical support order. 
9.12(1) Medical support order required. The court must enter an order for medical support 

as required by statute. For purposes of Iowa Code section 252E.1A, the Medical Support Table 
in rule 9.12(4) is established for use by the courts of this state in determining reasonable cost 
for a health benefit plan and a reasonable amount in lieu of a health benefit plan (cash medical 
support). If health care coverage is ordered, the reasonable cost amount calculated in rule 9.12(2) 
must be stated in the order. If cash medical support is ordered, it must be a sum certain dollar 
amount stated in the order and is an amount in addition to the child support amount.

9.12(2) Calculating “reasonable cost” of health insurance. Refer to the Medical Support 
Table in rule 9.12(4) to determine if the parent has health insurance available at “reasonable 
cost.” Find the appropriate cell for the parent’s net income (as determined by the guidelines) 
and for the correct number of children. Multiply the parent’s gross income by the percentage in 
that cell. If the amount is equal to or more than the cost of the child(ren)’s portion of the health 
insurance premium (family cost minus single cost), it is available at “reasonable cost.”

9.12(3) Calculating cash medical support. 
a. If neither parent has health insurance available at “reasonable cost,” and if appropriate 

according to Iowa Code section 252E.1A, the court must order cash medical support.
b. Refer to the Medical Support Table in rule 9.12(4) to determine the amount of cash medical 

support. Find the appropriate cell for the parent’s preliminary net income (gross income minus all 
appropriate deductions other than cash medical support in the pending matter) and for the correct 
number of children. Multiply the parent’s gross income by the percentage in that cell to get the 
cash medical support amount.

c. For minimum orders in low-income Area A, cash medical support is not ordered.
d. Cash medical support is not ordered if a parent is ordered to provide health insurance and 

that parent or stepparent of the child(ren) has obtained insurance coverage for the child(ren).
e.  If the child(ren)’s health care coverage is through the Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa 

program (Hawki) under Iowa Code chapter 514I, the ordered amount of cash medical support is 
the cost of the Hawki premium or the amount calculated pursuant to the Medical Support Table in 
rule 9.12(4), whichever is less. 

f. Use the adjusted net income (preliminary net income minus the amount of cash medical 
support in the pending matter) for the correct number of children on the Schedule of Basic 
Support Obligations to find the appropriate amount of child support. Once the adjusted net 
income has been determined, do not allow another deduction for cash medical support.
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9.12(4) Medical Support Table.
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9.12(5) Uncovered medical expenses. For purposes of this rule, “uncovered medical expenses” 
means all medical expenses for the child(ren) not paid by insurance.

a. In cases of joint physical care, the parents will share all uncovered medical expenses in 
proportion to the parents’ respective net incomes.

b. In all other cases, including split or divided physical care, the custodial parent will pay 
the first $250 per calendar year per child of uncovered medical expenses up to a maximum of 
$800 per calendar year for all children. The parents will pay in proportion to their respective net 
incomes uncovered medical expenses in excess of $250 per child or a maximum of $800 per 
calendar year for all children.

c. For purposes of this rule, medical expenses include, but are not limited to, costs for 
reasonably necessary medical, orthodontia, dental treatment, physical therapy, eye care (including 
eye glasses or contact lenses), mental health treatment, substance use disorder treatment, 
prescription drugs, and any other uncovered medical expense.

d. Uncovered medical expenses are not to be deducted in arriving at net income.
e. Rule 9.12(5) will not apply when the support payee is a nonparent caretaker and only one 

parent is joined as a party to the pending action.
f.  Any variance from rule 9.12(5) must be supported by written findings in accordance with 

rule 9.11.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective 
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; December 29, 2021, effective January 1, 
2022; June 30, 2023, effective July 1, 2023; January 26, 2024; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 
2026]

Rule 9.13 Stipulation for child and medical support — court review. A stipulation of the 
parties establishing child support and medical support must be reviewed by the court to determine 
if the amount stipulated and the medical support provisions are in substantial compliance with 
the guidelines. A proposed order to incorporate the stipulation must be reviewed by the court to 
determine its compliance with these guidelines. If a variance from the guidelines is proposed, the 
court must determine whether it is justified and appropriate, and, if so, include the stated reasons 
for the variance in the order. 
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 2026]

Rule 9.14 Method of calculation. To compute the guidelines amount of child support, first 
compute the adjusted net monthly income, then proceed to either the Basic Method of Child 
Support grid in rule 9.14(2) or the Joint (Equally Shared) Physical Care Method of Child Support 
Calculation grid in rule 9.14(3), as appropriate. For split or divided physical care, refer to rule 
9.14(4). The following grids illustrate how the worksheets are to be completed.
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9.14(1) Adjusted net monthly income calculation. The steps to arrive at the adjusted net 
monthly income are shown below in the Adjusted Net Monthly Income Calculation grid.
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9.14(2) Basic method of child support calculation. The steps of a basic child support 
calculation are shown below in the Basic Method of Child Support Calculation grid.
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9.14(3) Joint physical care. 
a. In cases of court-ordered joint (equally shared) physical care, child support is calculated as 

shown below in the Joint (Equally Shared) Physical Care Method of Child Support Calculation 
grid.

b. Offsetting each parent’s guidelines amount of child support is a method of payment of each 
parent’s guidelines amount of child support and the net difference is paid by the party with the 
higher child support obligation unless variance is warranted under rule 9.11.

c. An allocation between the parties for payment of the child(ren)’s expenses ordered pursuant 
to Iowa Code section 598.41(5)(a) is an obligation in addition to the child support amount 
calculated pursuant to this rule and is not child support.
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9.14(4) Split or divided physical care. In the cases of court-ordered split or divided physical 
care, child support is calculated in the following manner: determine the amount of child support 
required by these guidelines for each party based on the number of children in the physical care 
of the other party; offset the two amounts as a method of payment; and the party with the higher 
child support obligation pays the net difference unless variance is warranted under rule 9.11.

9.14(5) Health insurance premium. In calculating child support, the allowable child(ren)’s 
portion of the health insurance premium is prorated between the parents and used to adjust the 
basic support obligation as provided in this rule.

a. This subrule applies if the parent is ordered to provide health insurance for the child(ren) in 
the pending action and it is either deducted from wages of the parent or stepparent or paid by the 
parent or stepparent.

b. The allowable child(ren)’s portion of the health insurance premium will be calculated as 
follows:

(1) For a health benefit plan covering multiple individuals, including the child(ren) in the 
pending action, the allowable child(ren)’s portion is the amount of the premium cost for such 
coverage to the parent or stepparent that is in excess of the premium cost for single coverage, 
divided by the number of individuals enrolled in the health benefit plan, excluding the person 
providing the insurance, and then multiplied by the number of children who are the subject of the 
pending action.

(2) For a health benefit plan covering only the child(ren) in the pending action, the entire 
premium will be used as the allowable child(ren)’s portion of the health insurance premium.

c. However, a health insurance premium is not prorated and used to adjust the basic support 
obligation if the basic support obligation is in low-income (shaded) Area A of the schedule in 
rule 9.26 unless variance is warranted under rule 9.11.

d. If the child(ren) is (are) covered by the health insurance of a stepparent, the allowable 
child(ren)’s portion of the health insurance premium will be prorated between the parents and 
used to adjust the basic support obligation unless a parent objects. If a parent objects, the court 
will decide the issue based on its determination of whether it would be equitable to the parties 
and the child(ren).

9.14(6) Step-down provisions. For cases with multiple children, the support order must include 
a step-down provision to automatically adjust the child support amount as the number of children 
entitled to support changes, unless subsequently modified by the court.
[Court Order September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 
9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; November 16, 2018, effective 
January 1, 2019; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 
2026]

Rules 9.15 to 9.25 Reserved.
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Rule 9.26 Child Support Guidelines Schedule. 
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[Court Order March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; September 3, 
2021, effective January 1, 2022; September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 2026]
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Rule 9.27 Child Support Guidelines Worksheets. 
Rule 9.27 — Form 1: Child Support Guidelines Worksheet.
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[Report November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004; 
March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective January 
1, 2018; November 16, 2018, effective January 1, 2019; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; 
September 29, 2025, effective January 1, 2026]
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Rule 9.27 — Form 2: Child Support Guidelines Worksheet.
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[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective 
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; October 26, 2023; September 29, 2025, 
effective January 1, 2026]
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Rule 9.27 — Form 3: Child Financial Information Statement.
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[Court Order September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; October 26, 2023; September 29, 2025, 
effective January 1, 2026]
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CHAPTER  10
GUIDELINES FOR THE FORFEITURE AND RESTORATION OF A 
BOND POSTED PURSUANT TO IOWA CODE SECTION 598.21(8A)

Rule 10.1 Cash bond
Rule 10.2 Return of bond
Rule 10.3 Hearing
Rule 10.4 Forfeiture of bond
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CHAPTER  10
GUIDELINES FOR THE FORFEITURE AND RESTORATION OF A 
BOND POSTED PURSUANT TO IOWA CODE SECTION 598.21(8A)

Rule 10.1 Cash bond. If, during a modification action subject to the provisions of Iowa Code 
section 598.21(8A), the district court makes a finding that the parent awarded physical care of the 
child has previously interfered with the minor child’s access to the other parent, the court may 
order the posting of a cash bond to assure future compliance with the visitation provisions of the 
decree.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 10.2 Return of bond. The court’s order requiring the bond may include terms upon which 
the parent might apply for return of the bond after a reasonable period of compliance with the 
decree’s visitation provisions.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 10.3 Hearing. Upon application of the parent in whose favor the bond was posted, the 
court may schedule a hearing to determine whether the parent with physical care has continued to 
interfere with visitation and if the bond should be forfeited. Reasonable notice and an opportunity 
to be heard shall be given to all parties.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 10.4 Forfeiture of bond. If the court finds the parent with the physical care of the child 
has continued to interfere with visitation, it may order the bond forfeited to the other parent and a 
new cash bond posted. [Court Order October 27, 1999]
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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CHAPTER  13
RULES FOR INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENT OR TREATMENT 

OF PERSONS WITH SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS
Rule 13.1 Application
Rule 13.2 Termination of proceedings — insufficient grounds
Rule 13.3 Notice to respondent — requirements
Rule 13.4 Notice requirement — waiver
Rule 13.5 Hearings — continuance
Rule 13.6 Attorney conference with respondent — location — transportation
Rule 13.7 Service, other than personal
Rule 13.8 Return of service
Rule 13.9 Amendment of proof of service
Rule 13.10 Attorney evidence and argument — predetermination
Rule 13.11 Attorney evidence and argument — after confinement
Rule 13.12 Examination report to attorney
Rule 13.13 Physician’s report
Rule 13.14 Probable cause to injure
Rule 13.15 Hearing — county location
Rule 13.16 Hearing — location at hospital or treatment facility
Rule 13.17 Respondent’s rights explained before hearing
Rule 13.18 Subpoenas
Rule 13.19 Presence at hearing — exceptions
Rule 13.20 Hearing — electronic recording
Rule 13.21 Transfer from county of confinement
Rule 13.22 Evaluation and treatment
Rule 13.23 Evaluation — time extension
Rule 13.24 Evaluation report
Rule 13.25 Reports issued by clerk
Rule 13.26 Clerk’s filing system
Rule 13.27 Emergency detention — magistrate’s approval
Rule 13.28 Emergency detention — attending physician absent from facility
Rule 13.29 Attorney appointed
Rule 13.30 Chemotherapy procedure
Rules 13.31 to 13.34 Reserved
Rule 13.35 Forms for Involuntary Commitment or Treatment of Persons with Substance 

Use Disorders
 Form 1: Application Alleging Substance Use Disorder
 Form 2: Affidavit in Support of Application Alleging Substance 

Use Disorder
 Form 3: Application for Appointment of Counsel for Respondent 

and Financial Statement
 Form 4: Application for Appointment of Counsel for Applicant 

and Financial Statement
 Form 5: Physician’s Report of Examination
 Form 6: Stipulation Regarding Respondent’s Presence
 Form 7: Notice of Medication
 Form 8: Application for Extension of Time for Evaluation
 Form 9: Report of Substance Use Disorder Evaluation
 Form 10: Periodic Report (Respondent Inpatient)
 Form 11: Periodic Report (Respondent Outpatient)
 Form 12: Report of Respondent’s Discharge
 Form 13: Notice of Appeal from Findings of Magistrate or Judicial 

Hospitalization Referee
 Form 14a: Claim for Attorney Fees
 Form 14b: Claim for Physician Fees
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CHAPTER  13
RULES FOR INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENT OR TREATMENT 

OF PERSONS WITH SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS

Rule 13.1 Application. 
13.1(1) An application seeking the involuntary commitment or treatment of any person on 

the grounds of a substance use disorder may be obtained from any district court clerk in any 
county. Such application may be filled out and presented to the clerk by any person who has an 
interest in the treatment of another for a substance use disorder and who has sufficient association 
with or knowledge about that person to provide the information required on the face of the 
application and under Iowa Code section 125.75. The clerk or clerk’s designee shall provide the 
forms required by Iowa Code section 125.75 to the person who desires to file the application 
for involuntary commitment. The clerk shall see that all the information required by Iowa Code 
section 125.75 accompanies the application.

13.1(2) A verified application may be filed with the district court clerk in any county. If the 
application is not filed in a county where the respondent is located or resides, then the court 
shall transfer jurisdiction of the case to the county where the respondent is located or that is the 
respondent’s place of residence in accordance with Iowa Code section 125.75(1)(b).
[Report 1984; 1995; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 
2012; April 29, 2024, effective July 1, 2024; August 22, 2025, effective October 21, 2025]

Rule 13.2 Termination of proceedings — insufficient grounds. If the judge or referee 
determines that insufficient grounds to warrant a hearing on the respondent’s substance misuse 
appear on the face of the application and supporting documentation, the judge or referee shall 
order the proceedings terminated and so notify the applicant. All papers and records pertaining to 
terminated proceedings shall be confidential and subject to the provisions of Iowa Code section 
125.93.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 2012]

Rule 13.3 Notice to respondent — requirements. 
13.3(1) If the judge or referee determines that sufficient grounds to warrant a hearing 

on the respondent’s substance misuse appear on the face of the application and supporting 
documentation, the sheriff or sheriff’s deputy shall immediately serve notice, personally and not 
by substitution, on the respondent. Pursuant to Iowa Code section 125.79, notice also shall be 
served on respondent’s attorney as soon as the attorney is identified or appointed by the judge or 
referee.

13.3(2) If the respondent is to be taken into immediate custody pursuant to Iowa Code section 
125.81, the notice shall include a copy of the order required by Iowa Code section 125.81 and 
rule 13.14.

13.3(3) The notice of procedures required under Iowa Code section 125.77 shall inform the 
respondent of the following:

a. Respondent’s immediate right to counsel, at public expense if necessary.
b. Respondent’s right to request an examination by a physician of the respondent’s choosing, 

at public expense if necessary.
c. Respondent’s right to be present at the hearing.
d. Respondent’s right to a hearing within five days if the respondent is taken into immediate 

custody pursuant to Iowa Code section 125.81.
e. Respondent’s right not to be forced to hearing sooner than 48 hours after notice, unless 

respondent waives such minimum prior notice requirement.
f. Respondent’s duty to remain in the jurisdiction and the consequences of an attempt to leave.
g. Respondent’s duty to submit to examination by a physician appointed by the court.

[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 2012]

Rule 13.4 Notice requirement — waiver. The respondent may waive the minimum prior notice 
requirement only in writing and only if the judge or referee determines that the respondent’s best 
interests will not be harmed by such waiver.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 13.5 Hearings — continuance. At the request of the respondent or respondent’s attorney, 
the hearing provided in Iowa Code section 125.82 may be continued beyond the statutory limit so 
that the respondent’s attorney has adequate time to prepare respondent’s case. In such instances 
custody pursuant to Iowa Code section 125.81 may be extended by court order until the hearing is 
held. The continuance shall be no longer than five days beyond the statutory limit. The granting 
of a continuance shall not prevent the facility from making application to the court for an earlier 
release of the respondent from custody.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.6 Attorney conference with respondent — location — transportation. If the 
respondent is involuntarily confined prior to the hearing pursuant to a determination under 
Iowa Code section 125.81, the respondent’s attorney may apply to the judge or referee for an 
opportunity to confer with the respondent, in a place other than the place of confinement, in 
advance of the hearing provided for in Iowa Code section 125.82. The order shall provide for 
transportation and the type of custody and responsibility therefor during the period the respondent 
is away from the place of confinement under this rule.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.7 Service, other than personal. If personal service as defined in rule 13.3 cannot be 
made, any respondent may be served as provided by court order, consistent with due process of 
law.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.8 Return of service. Returns of service of notice shall be made as provided in Iowa R. 
Civ. P. 1.308.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.9 Amendment of proof of service. Amendment of process or proof of service shall be 
allowed in the manner provided in Iowa R. Civ. P. 1.309.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.10 Attorney evidence and argument — predetermination. If practicable the court 
should allow the respondent’s attorney to present evidence and argument prior to the court’s 
determination under Iowa Code section 125.81.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.11 Attorney evidence and argument — after confinement. If the respondent’s 
attorney is not afforded an opportunity to present evidence and argument prior to the court’s 
determination under Iowa Code section 125.81, the attorney shall be entitled to do so after the 
determination during the course of respondent’s confinement pursuant to an order issued under 
that section.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.12 Examination report to attorney. The clerk shall furnish the respondent’s attorney 
with a copy of the examination report filed pursuant to Iowa Code section 125.80(2), as soon as 
possible after receipt. In ruling on any request for an extension of time under Iowa Code section 
125.80(4), the court shall consider the time available to the respondent’s attorney after receipt 
of the examination report to prepare for the hearing and to prepare responses from physicians 
engaged by respondent, where relevant. Respondent’s attorney shall promptly file a copy of a 
report of any physician who has examined respondent and whose evidence the attorney expects to 
use at the hearing. The clerk shall provide the court and the county attorney with a copy thereof 
when filed.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.13 Physician’s report. The court-designated physician shall submit a written report of 
the examination as required by Iowa Code section 125.80(2) on the form designated for use by 
the supreme court. The report shall contain the following information, or as much thereof as is 
available to the physician making the report:

(1) Respondent’s name;
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(2) Address;
(3) Date of birth;
(4) Place of birth;
(5) Sex;
(6) Occupation;
(7) Marital status;
(8) Number of children, and names;
(9) Nearest relative’s name, relationship, and address; and
(10) The physician’s diagnosis and recommendations, with a detailed statement of the 

observations or medical history which led to the diagnosis.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.14 Probable cause to injure. The judge’s or referee’s order for respondent’s immediate 
custody under Iowa Code section 125.81 shall include a finding of probable cause to believe 
that the respondent is a person with a substance use disorder and is likely to inflict self-injury or 
injure others if allowed to remain at liberty.
[Report 1984; 1995; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 
2012; April 29, 2024, effective July 1, 2024]

Rule 13.15 Hearing — county location. The hearing provided in Iowa Code section 125.82 
shall be held in the county where the application was filed, unless the judge or referee finds that 
the best interests of the respondent would be served by transferring the proceedings to a different 
location. If the application was filed in a county where the respondent was not located and did 
not reside and the court transferred jurisdiction of the case to a county where the respondent was 
located or residing pursuant to Iowa Code section 125.75(1)(b), then the hearing shall be held in 
the county where the case was transferred to.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; August 22, 2025, effective October 21, 
2025]

Rule 13.16 Hearing — location at hospital or treatment facility. The hearing required by 
Iowa Code section 125.82 may be held at a hospital or other treatment facility, provided that a 
proper room is available and that such a location would not be detrimental to the best interests of 
respondent.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.17 Respondent’s rights explained before hearing. Respondent’s attorney shall explain 
to respondent the respondent’s rights and the possible consequences of the proceedings. Prior to 
the commencement of the hearing under Iowa Code section 125.82, the judge or referee shall 
ascertain whether the respondent has been so informed.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.18 Subpoenas. Subpoena power shall be available to all parties participating in the 
proceedings, and subpoenas or other investigative demands may be enforced by the judge or 
referee.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.19 Presence at hearing — exceptions. 
13.19(1) The applicant and any physician or mental health professional who has examined 

respondent in connection with the commitment proceedings must be present at the hearing 
conducted under Iowa Code section 125.82, unless their presence is waived by the respondent’s 
attorney, the judge or referee finds that their presence is not necessary, or their testimony can be 
taken through telephonic means and the respondent’s attorney does not object.

13.19(2) The respondent must be present at the hearing unless prior to the hearing the 
respondent’s attorney stipulates in writing to respondent’s absence. Such stipulation shall 
state that the attorney has conversed with the respondent, that in the attorney’s judgment the 
respondent can make no meaningful contribution to the hearing or has waived the right to be 
present, and the basis for such conclusions. A stipulation to the respondent’s absence shall 
be reviewed by the judge or referee before the hearing, and shall be rejected if it appears 
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that insufficient grounds are stated or that the respondent’s interests would not be served by 
respondent’s absence.
[Report 1984; October 11, 1991, effective January 2, 1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]

Rule 13.20 Hearing — electronic recording. An electronic recording or other verbatim record 
of the hearing provided in Iowa Code section 125.82 shall be made and retained for three years 
or until the respondent has been discharged from involuntary custody for 90 days, whichever is 
longer.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.21 Transfer from county of confinement. If the respondent is in custody in another 
county prior to the hearing provided in Iowa Code section 125.82, respondent’s attorney may 
request that the respondent be delivered to the county in which the hearing will be held 
sufficiently prior thereto to facilitate preparation by respondent’s attorney. Such requests shall 
not be denied unless they are unreasonable and the denial would not harm respondent’s interests 
in representation by counsel. This rule does not authorize permanent transfer of the respondent to 
another facility without conformance to appropriate statutory procedures.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.22 Evaluation and treatment. If, upon hearing, the court finds respondent to be a 
person with a substance use disorder, evaluation and treatment shall proceed as set out in Iowa 
Code section 125.83.
[Report 1984; 1995; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 
2012; April 29, 2024, effective July 1, 2024]

Rule 13.23 Evaluation — time extension. Pursuant to Iowa Code section 125.83, the facility 
administrator may request a seven-day extension of time for further evaluation by filing a written 
application with the clerk of court in the county in which the hearing was held. The application 
shall contain a statement by the facility administrator or the administrator’s designee identifying 
with reasonable particularity the basis of the request for extension. The clerk shall immediately 
notify the respondent’s attorney of the request by furnishing a copy of the application.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.24 Evaluation report. The facility administrator’s report under Iowa Code section 
125.84 shall include a written evaluation of the respondent by the attending physician or 
the physician’s designee. The evaluation must state with reasonable particularity the basis for 
the diagnostic conclusions concerning the respondent’s substance misuse and recommended 
treatment. The evaluation shall specify the basis for the attending physician’s conclusions 
regarding respondent’s substance misuse, capacity to understand the need for treatment, and 
dangerousness. The evaluation also shall specify the basis for the attending physician’s 
conclusions concerning recommended treatment and the basis for the judgment that the 
recommended treatment is the least restrictive alternative possible for the respondent pursuant 
to options (1), (2), (3), or (4) of Iowa Code section 125.84.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 2012]

Rule 13.25 Reports issued by clerk. The clerk shall promptly furnish to the respondent’s 
attorney copies of all reports issued under Iowa Code section 125.86. Such reports shall comply 
substantially with the requirements of rule 13.24.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.26 Clerk’s filing system. The clerk shall institute an orderly system for filing periodic 
reports required under Iowa Code section 125.86 and shall monitor the reports to ascertain when 
a report is overdue. If a report is not filed when due, the clerk shall notify the administrator of the 
treatment facility.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.27 Emergency detention — magistrate’s approval. If the magistrate cannot 
immediately proceed to the facility where a person is detained pursuant to Iowa Code section 
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125.91, the magistrate shall verbally communicate approval or disapproval of the detention. Such 
communication shall be duly noted by the administrator of the facility on the form prescribed by 
this chapter.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.28 Emergency detention — attending physician absent from facility. If the facility 
to which the respondent is delivered pursuant to Iowa Code section 125.91 lacks an attending 
physician, the person then in charge of the facility shall immediately notify a physician whenever 
treatment appears necessary to protect the respondent. The person in charge of the facility shall 
then immediately notify the magistrate.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 2012]

Rule 13.29 Attorney appointed. As soon as practicable after the respondent’s delivery to a 
facility under Iowa Code section 125.91, the magistrate shall identify or appoint an attorney for 
the respondent and shall immediately notify such attorney of respondent’s emergency detention. 
If counsel can be identified at the time of respondent’s arrival at a facility, or if legal services are 
available through a legal aid or public defender office, the magistrate must immediately notify 
such counsel. Such counsel shall be afforded an opportunity to interview the respondent before or 
after the magistrate’s order is issued.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 13.30 Chemotherapy procedure. When chemotherapy has been instituted prior to a 
hearing under Iowa Code section 125.82, the attending physician of the facility where the 
respondent is hospitalized shall, prior to the hearing, submit to the clerk of the district court 
where the hearing is to be held, a report in writing. The report shall identify all types of 
chemotherapy given and shall specify which were administered to affect the respondent’s 
behavior or mental state during any period of custody authorized by Iowa Code section 125.81 
or 125.91. For each type of chemotherapy the report shall indicate that the chemotherapy was 
given with the consent of the respondent or the respondent’s next of kin or guardian or, if not, 
that the chemotherapy was necessary to preserve the respondent’s life or to appropriately control 
respondent’s behavior in order to avoid physical injury to the respondent or others. The report 
shall also include the effect of the chemotherapy on the respondent’s behavior or mental state. 
The clerk shall file the original report in the court file, advise the judge or referee and the 
respondent’s attorney accordingly, and provide a copy of the report to respondent’s attorney.
[Report 1984; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; June 29, 2012, effective September 4, 2012]

Rules 13.31 to 13.34 Reserved.
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Rule 13.35 Forms for Involuntary Commitment or Treatment of Persons with Substance 
Use Disorders. 
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CHAPTER  17
FORMS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS

Rule 17.1 Use of forms; mandatory for self-represented litigants
Rules 17.2 to 17.9 Reserved
Rule 17.10 Forms for relief from domestic abuse
 Form 11: Petition for Relief from Domestic Abuse
 Form 12: Petition for Relief from Domestic Abuse on Behalf of a 

Minor Child
 Form 13: Petition for Relief from Domestic Abuse on Behalf of a 

Ward or Protected Person
 Form 14: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 15: Information Sheet for Protective Order Registry and 

Service of Protective Orders
 Form 16: Affidavit to Start Contempt Proceedings for Violation of a 

Domestic Abuse Protective Order
 Form 17: Request to Modify, Cancel, or Extend a Domestic Abuse 

Final Protective Order
 Form 18: Firearms Compliance Affidavit
 Form 19: Firearms Transfer Affidavit

Rules 17.11 to 17.19 Reserved
Rule 17.20 Forms for relief from elder abuse
 Form 11: Petition for Relief from Elder Abuse
 Form 12: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 13: Information Sheet for Protective Order Registry and 

Service of Protective Orders
 Form 14: Affidavit to Start Contempt Proceedings for Violation of 

an Elder Abuse Protective Order
 Form 15: Request to Modify, Cancel, or Extend an Elder Abuse 

Final Protective Order
 Form 16: Firearms Compliance Affidavit
 Form 17: Firearms Transfer Affidavit

Rules 17.21 to 17.29 Reserved
Rule 17.30 Forms for relief from sexual abuse
 Form 11: Petition for Relief from Sexual Abuse
 Form 12: Petition for Relief from Sexual Abuse on Behalf of Minor 

Child
 Form 13: Petition for Relief from Sexual Abuse on Behalf of Ward 

or Protected Person
 Form 14: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 15: Information Sheet for Protective Order Registry & 

Service of Protective Orders
 Form 16: Affidavit to Start Contempt Proceedings for Violation of a 

Sexual Abuse Protective Order
 Form 17: Request to Modify, Cancel, or Extend a Sexual Abuse 

Final Protective Order
 Form 18: Firearms Compliance Affidavit
 Form 19: Firearms Transfer Affidavit

Rules 17.31 to 17.49 Reserved
Rule 17.50 Forms relating to child and medical support suspension due to CINA cases.
 Form 11: Application to Suspend Child Support or Medical Support 

or Both
 Form 12: Application to Terminate Suspension and Reinstate Child 

Support or Medical Support or Both
Rules 17.51 to 17.99 Reserved
Rule 17.100 Family law forms for dissolution of marriage with no minor or dependent 

adult children
 Form 101: Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or 

Dependent Adult Children
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 Form 104: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 104a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 105: Acceptance of Service
 Form 106: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Form 107: Motion and Affidavit to Serve by Publication
 Form 108: Original Notice by Publication
 Form 109: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 110: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Petition for 

Dissolution of Marriage
 Form 111: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 115: Answer to Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with no 

Minor or Dependent Adult Children
 Form 116: General Answer to a Petition
 Form 122: Motion in a Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or 

Dependent Adult Children
 Form 123: Response to a Motion
 Form 124: Financial Affidavit for a Dissolution of Marriage with no 

Minor or Dependent Adult Children
 Form 125: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 126: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default 

Decree
 Form 127: Request for Relief in a Dissolution of Marriage with no 

Minor or Dependent Adult Children
 Form 128: Settlement Agreement for a Dissolution of Marriage with 

no Minor or Dependent Adult Children
Rules 17.101 to 17.199 Reserved
Rule 17.200 Family law forms for dissolution of marriage with dependent children
 Form 201: Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Form 204: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 204a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 205: Acceptance of Service
 Form 206: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Form 207: Motion and Affidavit to Serve by Publication
 Form 208: Original Notice by Publication
 Form 209: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 210: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Petition for 

Dissolution of Marriage
 Form 211: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 212: Joint Statement on Legal Parent
 Form 213: Motion to Disestablish Legal Parent
 Form 214: Reserved
 Form 215: Answer to Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with 

Children
 Form 216: General Answer to a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage 

with Children
 Form 221: Affidavit for Temporary Custody and Visitation
 Form 222: Motion in a Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Form 223: Response to a Motion
 Form 224: Financial Affidavit for a Dissolution of Marriage with 

Children
 Form 225: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 226: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default 

Decree
 Form 227: Request for Relief in a Dissolution of Marriage with 

Children
 Form 228: Settlement Agreement for a Dissolution of Marriage with 

Children
 Form 229: Agreed Parenting Plan
 Form 230: Proposed Parenting Plan
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Rules 17.201 to 17.299 Reserved
Rule 17.300 Forms for modifying child support
 Form 301: Application to Modify Child Support
 Form 302: Cover Sheet for an Application to Modify Child Support
 Form 303: Confidential Information Form
 Form 304: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 304a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 305: Acceptance of Service
 Form 306: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Form 309: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 310: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Application to 

Modify Child Support
 Form 311: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 315: Answer to Application to Modify Child Support
 Form 316: General Answer to Application to Modify Child Support
 Form 322: Motion in a Child Support Modification
 Form 323: Response to a Motion in a Child Support Modification
 Form 324: Child Support Modification Financial Statement
 Form 325: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 326: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default 

Decree
 Form 327: Request for Relief in a Child Support Modification
 Form 328: Settlement Agreement on an Application to Modify Child 

Support
Rules 17.301 to 17.399 Reserved
Rule 17.400 Child custody and visitation forms for unmarried parents
 Form 401: Petition for Custody and Visitation (Parents not Married)
 Form 402: Petition Cover Sheet for Custody and Visitation
 Form 403: Confidential Information Form
 Form 404: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 404a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 405: Acceptance of Service
 Form 406: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Form 407: Motion and Affidavit to Serve by Publication
 Form 408: Original Notice by Publication
 Form 408a: Proof of Service by Publication
 Form 409: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 410: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Petition for 

Custody and Visitation
 Form 411: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 412: Joint Statement to Disestablish Legal Parent
 Form 413: Motion to Disestablish Legal Parent
 Form 414: Reserved
 Form 415: Answer to Petition for Custody and Visitation
 Form 416: General Answer to a Petition for Custody and Visitation
 Form 421: Affidavit for Temporary Custody and Visitation
 Form 422: Motion in a Custody and Visitation Case
 Form 423: Response to a Motion in a Custody and Visitation Case
 Form 424: Custody and Visitation Financial Statement
 Form 425: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 426: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default 

Decree
 Form 427: Request for Relief in a Custody and Visitation Case
 Form 428: Settlement Agreement for Custody and Visitation
 Form 429: Agreed Parenting Plan
 Form 430: Proposed Parenting Plan

Rules 17.401 to 17.499 Reserved
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CHAPTER  17
FORMS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS

Rule 17.1 Use of forms; mandatory for self-represented litigants. Persons without attorney 
representation in legal actions covered under this chapter must use the forms listed in this chapter 
and available on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: www.iowacourts.gov. Attorneys may use 
these forms but are not required to do so.
[Court Order May 16, 2007; December 19, 2013; November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022; July 19, 
2024]

Rules 17.2 to 17.9 Reserved.

Rule 17.10 Forms for relief from domestic abuse. Persons without attorney representation in 
legal actions seeking protection from domestic abuse under Iowa Code chapter 236 must use 
the forms listed in this rule. The forms are available on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: 
www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 11: Petition for Relief from Domestic Abuse
 Form 12: Petition for Relief from Domestic Abuse on Behalf of a Minor Child
 Form 13: Petition for Relief from Domestic Abuse on Behalf of a Ward or Protected Person
 Form 14: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 15: Information Sheet for Protective Order Registry and Service of Protective Orders
 Form 16: Affidavit to Start Contempt Proceedings for Violation of a Domestic Abuse Protective Order
 Form 17: Request to Modify, Cancel, or Extend a Domestic Abuse Final Protective Order
 Form 18: Firearms Compliance Affidavit
 Form 19: Firearms Transfer Affidavit

[Court Order November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022]

Rules 17.11 to 17.19 Reserved.

Rule 17.20 Forms for relief from elder abuse. Persons without attorney representation in 
legal actions seeking protection from elder abuse under Iowa Code chapter 235F must use 
the forms listed in this rule. The forms are available on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: 
www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 11: Petition for Relief from Elder Abuse
 Form 12: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 13: Information Sheet for Protective Order Registry and Service of Protective Orders
 Form 14: Affidavit to Start Contempt Proceedings for Violation of an Elder Abuse Protective Order
 Form 15: Request to Modify, Cancel, or Extend an Elder Abuse Final Protective Order
 Form 16: Firearms Compliance Affidavit
 Form 17: Firearms Transfer Affidavit

[Court Order November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022]

Rules 17.21 to 17.29 Reserved.

Rule 17.30 Forms for relief from sexual abuse. Persons without attorney representation in 
legal actions seeking protection from sexual abuse under Iowa Code chapter 236A must use 
the forms listed in this rule. The forms are available on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: 
www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 11: Petition for Relief from Sexual Abuse
 Form 12: Petition for Relief from Sexual Abuse on Behalf of Minor Child
 Form 13: Petition for Relief from Sexual Abuse on Behalf of Ward or Protected Person
 Form 14: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 15: Information Sheet for Protective Order Registry & Service of Protective Orders
 Form 16: Affidavit to Start Contempt Proceedings for Violation of a Sexual Abuse Protective Order
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 Form 17: Request to Modify, Cancel, or Extend a Sexual Abuse Final Protective Order
 Form 18: Firearms Compliance Affidavit
 Form 19: Firearms Transfer Affidavit

[Court Order November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022]

Rules 17.31 to 17.49 Reserved.

Rule 17.50 Forms relating to child and medical support suspension due to CINA cases. 
Persons without attorney representation in Child-in-Need-of-Assistance (CINA) actions seeking 
to suspend, terminate, or reinstate child support or medical support or both under Iowa Code 
section 598.21H must use the forms listed in this rule. The forms are available on the Iowa 
Judicial Branch website at: www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 11: Application to Suspend Child Support or Medical Support or Both
 Form 12: Application to Terminate Suspension and Reinstate Child Support or Medical Support or 

Both

[Court Order June 30, 2026, effective July 1, 2026]

Rules 17.51 to 17.99 Reserved.

Rule 17.100 Family law forms for dissolution of marriage with no minor or dependent 
adult children. Persons without attorney representation in dissolution of marriage (divorce) 
actions without children under the age of 18 who are children of both spouses to the marriage, 
or children under the age of 18 who were adopted or born during the marriage, or children 18 
years of age or older who are children of both spouses to the marriage and still need support 
must use the forms listed in this rule. These forms cannot be used if a spouse of the marriage 
is pregnant. These forms are available at no cost on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: 
www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 101: Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or Dependent Adult Children
 Forms 102 and 103: Reserved
 Form 104: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 104a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 105: Acceptance of Service
 Form 106: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Form 107: Motion and Affidavit to Serve by Publication
 Form 108: Original Notice by Publication
 Form 109: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 110: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Petition for Dissolution of Marriage
 Form 111: Protected Information Disclosure
 Forms 112 to 114: Reserved
 Form 115: Answer to Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or Dependent Adult Children
 Form 116: General Answer to a Petition
 Forms 117 to 121: Reserved
 Form 122: Motion in a Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or Dependent Adult Children
 Form 123: Response to a Motion
 Form 124: Financial Affidavit for a Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or Dependent Adult 

Children
 Form 125: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 126: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default Decree
 Form 127: Request for Relief in a Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or Dependent Adult Children
 Form 128: Settlement Agreement for a Dissolution of Marriage with no Minor or Dependent Adult 

Children
 Forms 129 to 200: Reserved

[Court Order December 19, 2013; November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022; March 16, 2023; 
October 31, 2023]

Rules 17.101 to 17.199 Reserved.
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Rule 17.200 Family law forms for dissolution of marriage with dependent children. Persons 
without attorney representation in dissolution of marriage (divorce) actions with children under 
the age of 18 who are children of both spouses to the marriage, or children under the age of 
18 who were adopted or born during the marriage, or children 18 years of age or older who are 
children of both spouses to the marriage and are dependent or still need support must use the 
forms listed in this rule. These forms must also be used if a spouse of the marriage is pregnant. 
These forms are available on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 201: Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Forms 202 and 203: Reserved
 Form 204: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 204a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 205: Acceptance of Service
 Form 206: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Form 207: Motion and Affidavit to Serve by Publication
 Form 208: Original Notice by Publication
 Form 209: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 210: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Petition for Dissolution of Marriage
 Form 211: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 212: Joint Statement on Legal Parent
 Form 213: Motion to Disestablish Legal Parent
 Form 214: Reserved
 Form 215: Answer to Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Form 216: General Answer to a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Forms 217 to 220: Reserved
 Form 221: Affidavit for Temporary Custody and Visitation
 Form 222: Motion in a Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Form 223: Response to a Motion
 Form 224: Financial Affidavit for a Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Form 225: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 226: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default Decree
 Form 227: Request for Relief in a Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Form 228: Settlement Agreement for a Dissolution of Marriage with Children
 Form 229: Agreed Parenting Plan
 Form 230: Proposed Parenting Plan
 Forms 231 to 300: Reserved

[Court Order December 19, 2013; March 26, 2014; November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022; July 
19, 2024]

Rules 17.201 to 17.299 Reserved.

Rule 17.300 Forms for modifying child support. Persons without attorney representation 
in legal actions to modify a current child support order from an Iowa court must use the 
forms listed in this rule. These forms are available on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: 
www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 301: Application to Modify Child Support
 Form 302: Cover Sheet for an Application to Modify Child Support
 Form 303: Confidential Information Form
 Form 304: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 304a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 305: Acceptance of Service
 Form 306: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Forms 307 and 308: Reserved
 Form 309: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 310: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Application to Modify Child Support
 Form 311: Protected Information Disclosure
 Forms 312 to 314: Reserved
 Form 315: Answer to Application to Modify Child Support
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 Form 316: General Answer to Application to Modify Child Support
 Forms 317 to 321: Reserved
 Form 322: Motion in a Child Support Modification
 Form 323: Response to a Motion in a Child Support Modification
 Form 324: Child Support Modification Financial Statement
 Form 325: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 326: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default Decree
 Form 327: Request for Relief in a Child Support Modification
 Form 328: Settlement Agreement on an Application to Modify Child Support
 Forms 329 to 400: Reserved

[Court Order December 19, 2013; March 6, 2014; November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022]

Rules 17.301 to 17.399 Reserved.

Rule 17.400 Child custody and visitation forms for unmarried parents. Persons without 
attorney representation in legal actions determining child custody and visitation terms for 
unmarried parents of children under the age of 18 who are children of both parties, or children 
under age 18 whom the parties have adopted, or children 18 years of age or older who are 
children of both parties and are dependent or still need support must use the forms listed in this 
rule. Parties also must use these forms if a party is pregnant with the other party’s child. Parties 
cannot use these forms if the parties were ever married to each other. These forms are available 
on the Iowa Judicial Branch website at: www.iowacourts.gov.

 Form 401: Petition for Custody and Visitation (Parents not Married)
 Form 402: Petition Cover Sheet for Custody and Visitation
 Form 403: Confidential Information Form
 Form 404: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 404a: Original Notice for Personal Service
 Form 405: Acceptance of Service
 Form 406: Directions for Service of Original Notice
 Form 407: Motion and Affidavit to Serve by Publication
 Form 408: Original Notice by Publication
 Form 408a: Proof of Service by Publication
 Form 409: Application and Affidavit to Defer Payment of Costs
 Form 410: Affidavit of Service of Original Notice and Petition for Custody and Visitation
 Form 411: Protected Information Disclosure
 Form 412: Joint Statement to Disestablish Legal Parent
 Form 413: Motion to Disestablish Legal Parent
 Form 414: Reserved
 Form 415: Answer to Petition for Custody and Visitation
 Form 416: General Answer to a Petition for Custody and Visitation
 Forms 417 to 420: Reserved
 Form 421: Affidavit for Temporary Custody and Visitation
 Form 422: Motion in a Custody and Visitation Case
 Form 423: Response to a Motion in a Custody and Visitation Case
 Form 424: Custody and Visitation Financial Statement
 Form 425: Affidavit of Mailing Notice
 Form 426: Notice of Intent to File Written Application for Default Decree
 Form 427: Request for Relief in a Custody and Visitation Case
 Form 428: Settlement Agreement for Custody and Visitation
 Form 429: Agreed Parenting Plan
 Form 430: Proposed Parenting Plan
 Forms 431 to 500: Reserved

[Court Order July 19, 2019, effective September 1, 2019; November 7, 2022, effective December 1, 2022]

Rules 17.401 to 17.499 Reserved.
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CHAPTER  44
LAWYER TRUST ACCOUNT COMMISSION GRANT CRITERIA 

AND GUIDELINES

Rule 44.1 Interest on lawyers’ trust account program (IOLTA). 
44.1(1) The Lawyer Trust Account Commission (commission) was created by the supreme 

court to receive interest on lawyers’ pooled trust accounts. Lawyers’ pooled trust accounts hold 
client funds that are so small in amount or held for such a brief period that it is not possible for 
the funds to economically benefit the individual client. Previously, lawyers’ pooled trust accounts 
earned no interest. Effective July 1, 1985, an interest on lawyers’ trust account program (IOLTA) 
was created to benefit charitable and educational interests. The commission has adopted grant 
criteria by which the interest earned will be disbursed. The commission reserves the right to 
change these criteria as it continues to assess how and where its funds might be best used.

44.1(2) The commission provides the following information in this chapter to guide grant 
applicants in applying for funds.

44.1(3) Grant applications are available from the commission at the following addresses:
Lawyer Trust Account Commission
Iowa Judicial Branch Building
1111 East Court Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

(515) 725-8029

Grant applications will be located on the Iowa Judicial Branch website.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 23, 1987; November 9, 2001, 
effective February 15, 2002; April 9, 2003; December 10, 2012; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 
2018]

Rule 44.2 Statement of purpose. 
44.2(1) The commission will use the interest earned on IOLTA accounts as directed by the 

supreme court. The funds are to be used for the tax-exempt public purposes, which the supreme 
court may prescribe from time to time consistent with Internal Revenue Code regulations and 
rulings.

44.2(2) The IOLTA program is intended to fill a critical need for legal services to low income 
persons in civil cases as well as educational and other specific law-related programs designed to 
improve the administration of justice in Iowa.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002; December 10, 2012; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 44.3 Grant criteria. The commission desires to make the best use of IOLTA funds 
and obtain maximum effect from each grant. The following guidelines, with exception where 
necessary, will be used to assist in the grant decision-making process:

44.3(1) The commission favors funding groups or organizations as opposed to individuals.
44.3(2) The commission favors challenge grants or other types of fund-matching arrangements 

to leverage IOLTA money.
44.3(3) Grant applicants should, if possible, have sources of income in addition to the IOLTA 

funds requested. Generally, the commission does not intend to be the primary source of financial 
support for a sustained period of time, and the applicant should demonstrate an ability to function 
eventually without the assistance of the commission.

44.3(4) Greater weight will be given to applicants with a prior history of service reflecting 
clear ability to deliver quality services successfully.

44.3(5) Greater weight will be given to applicants that work to develop cooperative efforts 
between grantees in a given service area.

44.3(6) The commission prefers to fund applicants that have community support.
44.3(7) The commission will fund applicants to achieve broad geographic and demographic 

distribution of IOLTA funds throughout the state.
44.3(8) The commission prefers to avoid replacing other funding sources. The commission 

also prefers neither to fund agencies primarily funded by state appropriations, nor will funding be 
granted to state agencies to perform statutory duties.
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44.3(9) In reviewing grants for renewal, greater weight will be given to previous recipients 
that have successfully utilized IOLTA funds.

44.3(10) All grant recipients are expected to propose criteria by which their projects will be 
reviewed at least annually and to assist the commission in conducting periodic evaluations.

44.3(11) The commission is especially interested in using its limited funds as seed money 
to establish new programs which contribute to the increased availability of legal services to 
indigents in all parts of the state or will provide increased education about the rights and 
responsibilities of all citizens under our legal system.

44.3(12) The commission will not fund political campaigns, lobbying or legislative advocacy 
nor will it fund programs to provide for criminal indigent defense.

44.3(13) The commission examines applications based on the general return on investment 
and an overall emphasis on legal services for low income persons.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; February 27, 1987; November 9, 2001, 
effective February 15, 2002; December 10, 2012; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 44.4 Eligible applicants. To be eligible to receive funds from the commission, an applicant 
must do all of the following:

44.4(1) Qualify as an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law) 
or otherwise demonstrate the charitable purposes of the applicant organization and project.

44.4(2) Submit a grant application form and written narrative proposal within the 
commission’s time schedule.

44.4(3) Respond adequately in the proposal to the commission’s grant proposal format.
44.4(4) Respond adequately to questions about the application by telephone or in writing.
44.4(5) Agree to carry out the program for which funds were requested.
44.4(6) Account for the grant funds separately in its financial reporting system.
44.4(7) Unless exempted, agree to file with the commission within 90 days after the end of the 

grant period, an audit of IOLTA funds received certified by a certified public accountant licensed 
to practice in Iowa.

44.4(8) Report to the commission on progress and results. 
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 
1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 44.5 Rejection of grant applications. The commission reserves the right to reject any or 
all grant applications that do not, in its opinion, meet the purposes of this program.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 44.6 Grant applications are property of commission. Upon submission, all grant 
applications become the property of the commission which has the right to use any or all ideas 
presented in any application, whether or not the application is approved for funding. All grant 
applications are open to public inspection and comment upon receipt by the commission.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]

Rule 44.7 Grantee costs. Neither the supreme court nor the commission will be liable for any 
expenses incurred by any prospective grantee prior to the issuance of the grant.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]

Rule 44.8 Inquiry. Questions should be directed by mail to: Director, Office of Professional 
Regulation, Iowa Judicial Branch Building, 1111 East Court Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50319; 
or by electronic mail to: iolta@iowacourts.gov.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 23, 1987; November 9, 2001, 
effective February 15, 2002; April 9, 2003; December 5, 2007; December 10, 2012]

Rule 44.9 Copies of applications; signature. One electronic copy and one paper copy of a grant 
application will be required. Applications should be signed by an official who has authority to 
bind the organization to the proposed obligations. Applications must state that they are valid for 
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a minimum period of 60 days from the date of submission. Applications should be transmitted to 
the electronic mail address and postal address designated in rule 44.8.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002; December 10, 2012]

Rule 44.10 Prime grantee responsibility. A selected grantee will be required to assume 
responsibility for all services offered in its application. The selected grantee will be the sole 
point of contact with regard to contractual matters, including payment of any and all charges 
resulting from the grant.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]

Rule 44.11 Access to books and records. The commission or any of its duly authorized 
representatives must have access for purposes of audit and examination to books, documents, 
papers, and records of the grantee.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 44.12 Contract terms. The grant application must state when the grantee will start the 
project, which should be within 60 days of the award. If during the performance of the project the 
grantee deviates from the grant, the grant may, at the discretion of the commission, be terminated 
at any time. If a dispute arises in the performance of the grant that cannot be settled between the 
parties, the dispute must be submitted to arbitration pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 679A.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 44.13 Project completion date. The completion date of the project must be specified in the 
application. If the project will continue for more than one year, the applicant should specify the 
budget and evaluation cycle on a twelve-month basis. 
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]

Rule 44.14 Additional grant requests. Applicants who submit proposals in the initial funding 
cycle will not be precluded from applying in later funding cycles if need exceeds the amount of 
the initial award.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]

Rule 44.15 Grant application procedures. To aid in the comparative evaluation of proposals, 
all grant applications must contain the information set forth in rule 44.15(1) in the order listed.

44.15(1) Organization and contents of proposal. 
a. Cover sheet (rule 44.21, Form 1).
b. Summary of grant request (rule 44.21, Form 2).
c. A written narrative proposal on 8½ x 11 inch paper, not to exceed ten double-spaced 

typewritten pages, which sets forth:
(1) The objectives of the project or organization for which funds are requested.
(2) The methods by which the objectives are to be accomplished.
(3) The qualifications of key individuals responsible for the project or organization.
(4) The period of time expected to complete the project (if applicable).
(5) Whether support has been or is being requested from other funding sources.
(6) The audit mechanism that will be utilized to provide accountability for the requested funds.
(7) The extent to which the program serves a reasonable number of clients, its service area, 

the nature and scope of legal services provided and its impact on the community’s demonstrated 
needs.

(8) The extent to which two or more programs in the service area cooperate in the provision of 
legal assistance.

(9) The extent of participation from the bar within the program’s service area.
(10) The extent to which the program has systems to assure the quality of services provided.
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(11) The plans for evaluating the success of the project or organization in meeting the 
objectives.

(12) Such additional information as the applicant believes desirable.
d. Financial budget form (rule 44.21, Forms 3, 4, and 5).
e. Funding sources (rule 44.21, Form 6).
f. Legal problem categories (rule 44.21, Form 7).
g. Program activity (rule 44.21, Form 8).
h. Nondiscrimination statement (rule 44.21, Form 9).
i. Checklist of enclosures (rule 44.21, Form 10).
44.15(2) Processing of grant applications. 
a. One written copy and one electronic copy of the application should be directed to the 

director of the office of professional regulation at the following addresses:
Lawyer Trust Account Commission
Iowa Judicial Branch Building
1111 East Court Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

iolta@iowacourts.gov

b. The commission will make all recommendations on grant awards, subject to final approval 
by the supreme court.

c. Applicant must submit one original written copy and one electronic copy of its proposal.
d. There can be no extensions of or exceptions to established deadlines.
e. Grant awards will be announced by the supreme court or by the commission with the 

approval of the court.
[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 23, 1987; December 27, 1991, 
effective January 6, 1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; April 9, 2003; December 10, 
2012; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rules 44.16 to 44.20 Reserved.
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Rule 44.21 FORMS — Grant Application Forms 
Rule 44.21 — Form 1: Cover Sheet.

[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 
1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 2: Summary of Grant Request.

[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 
1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 3: Financial Budget Form.
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[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 
1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 4: Financial Budget Form — Personnel Costs.
FINANCIAL BUDGET FORM

PERSONNEL COSTS

Please provide a detailed breakdown and explanation by line item of your funding request. 
Comment on methodology used in determining each funding request for Personnel Costs.

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

[Court Order December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 5: Financial Budget Form — Nonpersonnel Costs.
FINANCIAL BUDGET FORM

NONPERSONNEL COSTS

Please provide a detailed breakdown and explanation by line item of your funding request. 
Comment on methodology used in determining each funding request for Nonpersonnel Costs.

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

[Court Order December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 6: Funding Sources.
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[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 
1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

LAWYER TRUST ACCOUNT GRANT CRITERIACh 44, p.12 July 2026



Rule 44.21 — Form 7: Legal Problem Categories.

[Court Order December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 8: Program Activity.

[Court Order December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 9: Nondiscrimination Statement.

[Court Order December 27, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 
1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 44.21 — Form 10: Checklist of Enclosures.

[Court Order December 27, 1991, effective January 6, 1992; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 
2002]
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CHAPTER  46
RULES OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF 

SHORTHAND REPORTERS

Rule 46.1 Authorization and scope. The rules in this chapter are adopted in conjunction with 
Iowa Code sections 602.3101 through 602.3302. They apply to all proceedings, functions, and 
responsibilities of shorthand reporters and the board of examiners.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008]

Rule 46.2 Definitions. In this chapter:
(1) “Certified shorthand reporter” is an individual who has demonstrated by examination 

administered by the board of examiners that such individual has achieved proficiency in 
shorthand equivalent in the discretion of the board to the standard of the National Court Reporters 
Association for the earned designation of Registered Professional Reporter or the National 
Verbatim Reporters Association for the earned designation of Certified Verbatim Reporter, 
namely, the demonstrated ability to write dictated tests at 180 words per minute (question and 
answer — technical dictation), 200 words per minute (multivoice dictation for transcription 
or readback), and 225 words per minute (question and answer dictation), or such equivalents 
thereof as the board may select, each at 95 percent accuracy or better, and demonstrated written 
knowledge of the reporter’s duties, Iowa legal procedure, and correct English usage at 70 percent 
accuracy or better. Individuals who hold the designation of Registered Professional Reporter 
from the National Court Reporters Association or the earned designation of Certified Verbatim 
Reporter from the National Verbatim Reporters Association and are in good standing with 
such association, may, upon application to the board of examiners, become certified shorthand 
reporters upon successfully passing a written examination concerning a reporter’s duties, Iowa 
legal procedure, and correct English usage at 70 percent accuracy or better.

(2) “Shorthand” is a method of writing rapidly with stenographic machine by substituting 
characters, abbreviations, or symbols for letters, words, or phrases or by making a verbatim 
record of a proceeding using a closed microphone voice dictation silencer, stenomask, or similar 
device using oral shorthand and voice notes.

(3) “Shorthand reporting” is the professional skill, the practice of which by official shorthand 
reporters and freelance shorthand reporters serves the judicial branch of state government in 
courts of record, references by such courts or the law, depositions taken by shorthand reporters, or 
proceedings of like character, with the end in view of ensuring the accuracy and integrity of the 
record upon which courts rely for evidence, trial, and appellate review.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 18, 2014; October 15, 2015; December 13, 
2017, effective January 1, 2018; November 13, 2023, effective July 1, 2024]

Rule 46.3 Organization; meetings; information. 
46.3(1) The officers of the Board of Examiners of Shorthand Reporters (board) are a 

chairperson selected by the supreme court of Iowa and a secretary elected at the first meeting of 
the fiscal year, each to serve for a term of one year, or until a successor is elected. Each must 
perform the duties incumbent upon the office.

46.3(2) The board must hold regular meetings for examination of applicants and the 
transaction of other business at least twice per year. Special meetings may be held upon the call 
of any two members of the board. A majority of three or more members of the board constitutes 
a quorum. Business must not be conducted unless a quorum is present. All actions of the board 
require a simple majority vote of those present.

46.3(3) The board must at least 60 days prior to the start of each fiscal year or on a 
date otherwise requested by the supreme court submit to the court for consideration and 
approval a budget covering the board’s operations for the upcoming fiscal year. Approval of 
the budget by the court will authorize payment as provided in the budget. A separate bank 
account designated as the certified shorthand reporter operating account must be maintained for 
payment of authorized expenditures as provided in the approved budget. Fees or other funds 
received or collected as directed in this chapter or in accordance with an approved interagency 
agreement must be deposited in the certified reporter operating account for payment of the 
board’s authorized expenditures.

REPORTER EXAMINING BOARDJuly 2026 Ch 46, p.1

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/602.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/602.pdf


46.3(4) The executive director of the office of professional regulation will serve as the 
administrator for the board. Information may be obtained from the executive director at the 
Office of Professional Regulation, Iowa Judicial Branch Building, 1111 East Court Avenue, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50319, by mail or in person during office hours.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; 
September 14, 2021, effective October 1, 2021; July 11, 2023]

Rule 46.4 Applications. Candidates for examination must make written application on the form 
approved by the board and provided by the board’s office. An application must be on file with 
the administrator at the board’s office at least 30 days before the date of the examination, unless 
the board for good cause shown grants an applicant additional time to file or otherwise waives 
the 30-day filing deadline. Good cause for this purpose may include illness, military service, 
unavoidable casualty or misfortune, or other grounds beyond the control of the applicant. A 
new application is required for each examination. An applicant to become a certified shorthand 
reporter must not be examined until the applicant has satisfied the board that the applicant’s 
educational and special training includes at least one of the following:

46.4(1) The applicant has attained proficiency of 200 words per minute or more in a shorthand 
reporting course.

46.4(2) The applicant has had at least two years of experience as a shorthand reporter in 
making verbatim records of judicial or related proceedings.

46.4(3) The applicant has graduated from a shorthand reporting school approved by the 
National Court Reporters Association or the National Verbatim Reporters Association.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; 
November 13, 2023, effective July 1, 2024]

Rule 46.5 Examination. 
46.5(1) Applicants are required to write shorthand from dictation of regular court proceedings, 

or such other matter as may be selected by the board of examiners, for such periods as required at 
varying speeds within the standard.

46.5(2) Applicants will be examined with respect to their knowledge of the statutory duties of 
a court reporter, general Iowa court procedure, and correct English usage at a 70 percent or better 
accuracy rate.

46.5(3) Applicants are required to transcribe such part of the dictation as the board of 
examiners may indicate.

46.5(4) Applicants are required to read aloud such part of the dictated matter as the board of 
examiners may indicate.

46.5(5) Applicants are required to furnish their own equipment and supplies for taking 
shorthand. Applicants must make their own transcript on a provided computer or typewriter 
unless the applicant is otherwise notified.

46.5(6) Upon completion of the examination, all shorthand notes, transcripts, and other papers 
used in connection with an examination must be returned to the board.

46.5(7) Testing rules and guidelines of the National Court Reporters Association, the National 
Verbatim Reporters Association, and the Board of the Academy of Professional Reporters for 
Registered Professional Reporters must be used as a guide to procedure.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 18, 2014; October 15, 2015; December 13, 
2017, effective January 1, 2018; November 13, 2023, effective July 1, 2024]

Rule 46.6 Certification. Each person who has achieved the designation of certified shorthand 
reporter will be issued a certificate by the board. The certificate may be signed by the chairperson 
and secretary or by all of the board members.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 46.7 Fees. 
46.7(1) The fee for each examination is $200.
46.7(2) The fee for annual renewal is $100.
46.7(3) The fee for late filing of an annual report is $100.
46.7(4) The fee for reinstatement from a suspension is $100.
46.7(5) The fee for reinstatement for one granted a certificate of exemption is $50.
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46.7(6) The fee for an extension for obtaining continuing education credit is $50.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; July 17, 2013, effective September 1, 2013; July 11, 
2023]

Rule 46.8 Continuing education requirement. 
46.8(1) Units of continuing education credits as approved by the board must be completed 

by each reporter in active practice in Iowa. Failure to comply with the continuing education 
requirements will be grounds for disciplinary action under rule 46.11. In order to comply, a 
reporter must meet the requirements of rule 46.8(1)(a) or 46.8(1)(b):

a. Continuing education requirements. 
(1) A reporter must obtain at least three continuing education units (CEUs) within a three-year 

period by attending or participating in seminars, workshops, or courses, integrally relating to the 
field of shorthand reporting, and which contribute directly to the professional competency of the 
shorthand reporter. One hour of continuing education credit equals .1 CEU.

(2) Continuing education activities must be conducted by individuals who have special 
education, training, and experience, and the individuals should be considered experts concerning 
the subject matter of the program. Attendance at any approved national, regional, or state seminar 
will be acceptable.

(3) CEUs earned in any one reporting period may be carried over for credit in one or more 
succeeding reporting periods, constituting the three-year period previously provided, but cannot 
be carried over to any successive three-year period.

(4) The annual reporting cycle will run from October 1 through September 30. Continuing 
education requirements and the three-year reporting cycle for newly certified shorthand reporters 
will commence October 1 of the year following the year of their certification.

b. Alternative requirements. In lieu of the requirements set forth in rule 46.8(1)(a), the 
board will accept satisfactory evidence of compliance with the current continuing education 
requirements of the National Court Reporters Association for retention on its Registry of 
Professional Reporters or the National Verbatim Reporters Association for retention on its 
Registry of Certified Verbatim Reporters.

46.8(2) The board may, in individual cases involving disability, hardship, or extenuating 
circumstances, grant waivers of the minimum education requirements or extensions of time 
within which to fulfill the same or make the required reports. No waiver or extension of time will 
be granted unless written application is made and signed by the reporter. The board may, as a 
condition of any waiver granted, require the applicant to make up a certain portion or all of the 
minimum educational requirements waived by such methods as may be prescribed by the board.

46.8(3) Reporters who are not actively engaged in practice may obtain from the board a 
certificate of exemption from continuing education requirements. Application for such exemption 
must contain a statement that the applicant will not engage in the practice of shorthand reporting 
in Iowa without first complying with the regulations governing reinstatement after exemption.

46.8(4) Inactive practitioners who have been granted a certificate of exemption from these 
regulations or who have been suspended must, prior to engaging in the practice of shorthand 
reporting in Iowa, satisfy the following requirements for reinstatement:

a. Submit written application for reinstatement to the board upon forms prescribed by the 
board together with a reinstatement fee of $50.

b. Furnish in the application evidence of one of the following:
(1) Active shorthand reporting in another state of the United States or the District of Columbia 

and completion of continuing education requirements that are the substantial equivalent to the 
requirements set forth in these rules for court reporters in Iowa as determined by the board.

(2) Completion of CEUs sufficient to satisfy education requirements for the period of 
inactivity if seeking reinstatement within three years of being granted a certificate of exemption.

c. Successfully passing the written knowledge test set forth in rule 46.5(2), if it was not passed 
within a three-year period immediately prior to submission of such application for reinstatement.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; 
September 19, 2022, effective October 1, 2022; November 13, 2023, effective July 1, 2024]

Rule 46.9 Approval of activity. A reporter seeking credit for attendance and participation in 
an educational activity other than those sponsored or approved by the National or Iowa Court 
Reporters Associations must submit to the board, within 30 days after completion of such 
activity, a request for credit, including a brief résumé of the activity, its dates, subjects, instructors 
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and their qualifications, and the number of credit hours requested. Within 60 days after receipt 
of such application, the board must advise the reporter in writing by electronic mail whether the 
activity is approved and the number of hours are allowed. A reporter not complying with the 
requirements of this rule may be denied credit for such activity.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 46.10 Continuing education reports. 
46.10(1) On or before December 1 of each year, each reporter must file with the board, on 

forms provided by the board, a signed report concerning completion of continuing education for 
the prior reporting period. The report, along with the annual renewal fee, must be submitted and 
filed electronically using the reporter’s account with the office of professional regulation.

46.10(2) All active reporters who fail to file the annual report on or before December 1 of 
each year must pay a penalty of $100.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 46.11 Penalty for failure to satisfy continuing education requirements. The board may 
revoke or suspend the license of any reporter who fails to comply with rule 46.10 or who files 
a report showing a failure to complete the required number of education credits, provided that 
at least 30 days prior to the suspension or revocation, notice of the delinquency has been served 
upon the reporter in the manner provided for the service of original notices in Iowa Rule of 
Civil Procedure 1.305 or has been forwarded to the reporter by restricted certified mail, return 
receipt requested, addressed to the reporter’s last-known address. The reporter must be given 
the opportunity during the 30 days to file in the board’s office an affidavit establishing that 
the noncompliance was not willful and tender the documents and sums and penalties which, if 
accepted, would cure the delinquency. Alternatively, the reporter may file in the board’s office 
a request, in duplicate, for hearing to show cause why the reporter’s certificate should not 
be suspended or revoked. The board must grant a hearing if requested. If the board orders a 
suspension or revocation it must notify the reporter by either of the methods provided above. 
The suspension or revocation must continue until the board has approved the reporter’s written 
application for reinstatement.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 46.12 Disciplinary action. The board may, upon its own initiative, at the request of the 
Iowa Supreme Court, or pursuant to complaint by a third party, begin disciplinary procedures 
against any reporter for violations of the board rules or the Code of Iowa.

46.12(1) Charges against a reporter brought by a third party must be in writing, signed 
by the complainant, filed with the board, and contain substantiating evidence to support the 
complainant’s allegations. The complaint must include complainant’s address and telephone 
number, be dated, identify the reporter, and give the address and any other information about the 
reporter that the complainant may have concerning the matter.

46.12(2) Such complaint, which will be held in confidence as required by law, must be 
reviewed by the board. If the board concurs in the seriousness of the allegations made by the 
complainant, the board must advise the reporter in writing of the charges involved. The reporter 
has 30 days from the receipt of the board’s notice to answer the charges in writing. The reporter 
may request a personal appearance before the board. The board must then review again the 
charges made and determine whether the complaint can be disposed of informally or if contested 
case proceedings should be commenced.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 46.13 Causes for disciplinary action. The board may revoke or suspend a certificate, or 
impose any of the disciplinary sanctions included in this chapter for any of the following reasons:

46.13(1) All grounds listed in Iowa Code section 602.3203.
46.13(2) Failure to file an annual report showing satisfaction of the current requirement of 

continuing education or submission of a false report of continuing education.
46.13(3) Conviction of a misdemeanor related to the profession or occupation of the reporter.
46.13(4) Unless otherwise required by law, a violation of Iowa Rule of Civil Procedure 

1.713(1) or 1.713(2) in any state, federal, administrative, or other proceeding.
46.13(5) The board’s receipt of a certificate of noncompliance from Child Support Services 

pursuant to the procedures set forth in Iowa Code chapter 252J.
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46.13(6) The board’s receipt of a certificate of noncompliance from the Iowa College Student 
Aid Commission pursuant to the procedures set forth in Iowa Code chapter 261.

46.13(7) The board’s receipt of a certificate of noncompliance from the Central Collection 
Unit of the Iowa Department of Revenue pursuant to the procedures set forth in Iowa Code 
chapter 272D.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 12, 2011; December 13, 2017, effective 
January 1, 2018; June 30, 2023, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 46.14 Contested case proceedings. 
46.14(1) Contested case proceedings that involve possible disciplinary sanctions must be set 

for hearing on not less than 10 days’ notice to all parties. Notice of hearing must be in writing 
and must be served either by personal service or certified mail, return receipt requested.

46.14(2) The notice must include all of the following information:
a. A statement of the time, place, and nature of the hearing.
b. A statement of the legal authority and jurisdiction under which the hearing is to be held.
c. A reference to the particular sections of the statutes and rules involved.
d. A concise statement of the matters asserted, or if the board is unable to state the matters in 

detail at the time the notice is served, the initial notice may be limited to a statement of the issues 
involved.

46.14(3) If a party fails to appear in a contested case proceeding after proper service of notice, 
the presiding officer may, if no adjustment is granted, proceed with the hearing and make a 
decision in the absence of the party.

46.14(4) Opportunity should be afforded all parties to respond and present evidence and 
argument on all issues involved and to be represented by counsel at their own expense.

46.14(5) Unless precluded by statute, informal disposition may be made of any contested case 
by stipulation, agreed settlement, consent order, default, or by another method agreed upon by the 
parties in writing.

46.14(6) After the conclusion of a hearing, the board must take any of the actions set forth in 
rule 46.15. The board’s actions must be set forth in writing, and a copy of the conclusions and 
decisions must be served upon all parties and the Iowa Supreme Court. The board may permit a 
reasonable time for the parties to file posthearing briefs and arguments. The report of the board 
must be made within 60 days after the date set for the filing of the last responsive brief and 
argument. If the board cannot reasonably make its determination or file its report within such 
time limit, it must report that fact and the reasons therefor to the parties and to the clerk of the 
supreme court. Any determination or report of the board need only be concurred in by a majority 
of the board members sitting, and any member has the right to file a dissent from the majority 
determination or report.

46.14(7) Procedures for the handling of all contested case proceedings are governed, to the 
extent not specifically set forth in this chapter, by the Iowa Administrative Procedure Act.
[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018]

Rule 46.15 Disciplinary sanctions. The board may, based upon the evidence presented, take one 
or more of the following actions:

46.15(1) Dismiss the charges.
46.15(2) Informally stipulate and settle any matter relating to the reporter’s discipline.
46.15(3) Require additional professional education.
46.15(4) Issue a citation and warning regarding the reporter’s behavior.
46.15(5) Reprimand.
46.15(6) Impose a period of probation.
46.15(7) Require retesting.
46.15(8) Suspend the certificate.
46.15(9) Revoke the certificate.

[Court Order June 5, 2008, effective July 1, 2008; September 19, 2022, effective October 1, 2022]

Rule 46.16 Military service and veteran reciprocity. 
46.16(1) Definitions. In this rule:
a. “Military service” means honorably serving: in federal active duty, state active duty, or 

national guard duty, as defined in Iowa Code section 29A.1; in the military services of other 
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states, as provided in 10 U.S.C. section 101(c); or in the organized reserves of the United States, 
as provided in 10 U.S.C. section 10101.

b. “Military service applicant” is an individual requesting credit toward certification for 
military education, training, or service obtained or completed in military service.

c. “Veteran” is an individual who meets the definition of “veteran” in Iowa Code section 
35.1(2).

46.16(2) Military education, training, and service credit. A military service applicant may 
apply for credit for verified military education, training, or service toward any experience or 
educational requirement for certification by submitting a military service application to the board.

a. The application may be submitted with an application for certification or examination or 
prior to an applicant’s applying for certification or to take an examination. No fee is required for 
submission of an application for military service credit.

b. The applicant must identify the experience or educational certification requirement to which 
the credit would be applied if granted. Credit may not be applied to an examination requirement.

c. The applicant must provide documents, military transcripts, a certified affidavit, or forms 
that verify completion of the relevant military education, training, or service, which may include, 
when applicable, the applicant’s Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty (DD Form 
214) or Verification of Military Experience and Training (DD Form 2586).

d. Upon receipt of a completed military service application, the board will promptly determine 
whether the verified military education, training, or service satisfies all or any part of the 
identified experience or educational qualifications for certification.

e. The board will grant the application in whole or in part if the board determines that 
the verified military education, training, or service satisfies all or part of the experience or 
educational qualifications for certification.

f. The board will inform the military service applicant in writing of the credit, if any, given 
toward an experience or educational qualification for certification, or explain why no credit was 
granted. The applicant may request reconsideration upon submission of additional documentation 
or information.

g. A military service applicant aggrieved by the board’s decision may request a contested case 
(administrative hearing) and may participate in a contested case by telephone. A request for a 
contested case must be made within 30 days of issuance of the board’s decision. No fees or 
costs may be assessed against the military service applicant in connection with a contested case 
conducted pursuant to this rule 46.16(2).

h. The board will grant or deny the military service application prior to ruling on the 
application for certification. The applicant is not required to submit any fees in connection 
with the certification application unless the board grants the military service application. If the 
board does not grant the military service application, the applicant may withdraw the certification 
application or request that the application be placed in pending status for up to one year or 
as mutually agreed. Withdrawal of a certification application does not preclude subsequent 
applications supported by additional documentation or information.

46.16(3) Veteran reciprocity. 
a. A veteran with an unrestricted professional certificate as a shorthand reporter in another 

jurisdiction may apply for certification in Iowa through reciprocity. A veteran must pass any 
examinations required for certification to be eligible for certification through reciprocity and 
will be given credit for examinations previously passed when consistent with board rules on 
examination requirements. A veteran’s fully completed application for certification submitted 
under rule 46.16(3) will be expedited and given priority.

b. A veteran’s application for certification must contain all of the information required of 
all applicants for certification who hold unrestricted certificates in other jurisdictions and who 
are applying for certification by reciprocity, including, but not limited to, completion of all 
required forms, payment of applicable fees, disclosure of criminal or disciplinary history, and, if 
applicable, a criminal history background check. The applicant must use the same forms as any 
other applicant for certification by reciprocity and must additionally provide such documentation 
as is reasonably needed to verify the applicant’s status as a veteran under Iowa Code section 
35.1(2).

c. Upon receipt of a fully completed certification application, the board will promptly 
determine if the professional or occupational licensing requirements of the jurisdiction where 
the veteran is certified are substantially equivalent to the certification requirements in Iowa. 
The board will make this determination based on information the applicant supplies and such 
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additional information as the board may acquire from the applicable jurisdiction. The board 
may consider the following factors in determining substantial equivalence: scope of practice, 
education and coursework, degree requirements, postgraduate experience, and examination 
required for certification.

d. The board will promptly grant a certificate to the veteran if the applicant is certified 
in the same or similar profession in another jurisdiction whose certification requirements are 
substantially equivalent to those required in Iowa and the applicant has passed the written 
examination administered by the board pursuant to rule 46.5(2), unless the applicant is ineligible 
for certification based on other grounds, such as the applicant’s disciplinary or criminal 
background.

e. If the board determines that the certification requirements in the jurisdiction in which the 
veteran is certified are not substantially equivalent to those required in Iowa, the board will 
promptly inform the veteran of the additional experience, education, or examinations required for 
certification in Iowa.

f. Unless the applicant is ineligible for certification based on other grounds, such as 
disciplinary or criminal background, the following apply:

(1) If a veteran has not passed the required examinations for certification, the applicant may 
not be issued a provisional certificate but may request that the certification application be placed 
in pending status for up to one year or as mutually agreed to provide the veteran with the 
opportunity to satisfy the examination requirements.

(2) If additional experience or education is required for the applicant’s qualifications to be 
considered substantially equivalent, the applicant may request that the board issue a provisional 
certificate for a specified period of time during which the applicant will successfully complete the 
necessary experience or education. The board may issue a provisional certificate for a specified 
period of time upon such conditions as the board deems reasonably necessary to protect the 
health, welfare, or safety of the public, unless the board determines that the deficiency is of 
a character that the public health, welfare, or safety will be adversely affected if a provisional 
certificate is granted.

(3) If a request for a provisional certificate is denied, the board will issue an order fully 
explaining the decision and inform the applicant of the steps the applicant may take to receive a 
provisional certificate.

(4) If a provisional certificate is issued, the application for full certification will be placed in 
pending status until the applicant successfully completes the necessary experience or education 
or the provisional certificate expires, whichever occurs first. The board may extend a provisional 
certificate on a case-by-case basis for good cause.

g. A veteran who is aggrieved by the board’s decision to deny an application for a reciprocal 
certificate or a provisional certificate, or who is aggrieved by the terms under which a provisional 
certificate will be granted, may request a contested case (administrative hearing) and may 
participate in a contested case by telephone. A request for a contested case must be made within 
30 days of issuance of the board’s decision. No fees or costs will be assessed against the veteran 
in connection with a contested case conducted pursuant to this rule 46.16(3).

46.16(4) Substantially equivalent certification requirements. The certification requirements 
of another jurisdiction are substantially equivalent to those of Iowa, if in that jurisdiction an 
individual must demonstrate, by examination administered by the licensing authority of the 
jurisdiction, proficiency in shorthand equivalent to the standard of the National Court Reporters 
Association for the earned designation of Registered Professional Reporter or the standard of 
the National Verbatim Reporters Association for the earned designation of Certified Verbatim 
Reporter.
[Court Order December 18, 2014; October 15, 2015; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; 
November 13, 2023, effective July 1, 2024]

Rule 46.17 Certification by reciprocity. 
46.17(1) An applicant with an unrestricted professional certificate as a stenographic shorthand 

reporter in another jurisdiction may apply for certification in Iowa through reciprocity. The 
applicant will be given credit for examinations previously passed when consistent with board 
rules on examination requirements.

46.17(2) An applicant’s application for certification must contain completion of all required 
forms, payment of applicable fees, disclosure of criminal or disciplinary history, and, if 
applicable, a criminal history background check.
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46.17(3) Upon receipt of a fully completed certification application, the board will promptly 
determine if the professional or occupational licensing requirements of the jurisdiction where 
the applicant is certified are substantially equivalent to the certification requirements in Iowa. 
The board will make this determination based on information the applicant supplies and such 
additional information as the board may acquire from the applicable jurisdiction. The board 
may consider the following factors in determining substantial equivalence: method of practice, 
scope of practice, education and coursework, degree requirements, postgraduate experience, and 
examination required for certification.

46.17(4) The board will promptly grant a certificate to the applicant if the applicant is certified 
in the same or similar profession in another jurisdiction whose certification requirements are 
substantially equivalent to those required in Iowa and the applicant has passed the written 
examination administered by the board pursuant to rule 46.5(2), unless the applicant is ineligible 
for certification based on other grounds, such as the applicant’s disciplinary or criminal 
background.

46.17(5) If the board determines that the certification requirements in the jurisdiction in which 
the applicant is certified are not substantially equivalent to those required in Iowa, the board will 
promptly inform the applicant of the additional experience, education, or examinations required 
for certification in Iowa.

46.17(6) An applicant who is aggrieved by the board’s decision to deny an application for a 
reciprocal certificate may request a contested case (administrative hearing) and may participate 
in a contested case by telephone. A request for a contested case must be made within 30 days of 
issuance of the board’s decision.

46.17(7) The certification requirements of another jurisdiction are substantially equivalent to 
those of Iowa, if in that jurisdiction an individual must demonstrate by examination, administered 
by the licensing authority of the jurisdiction, proficiency in stenographic shorthand equivalent to 
the standard of the National Court Reporters Association for the earned designation of Registered 
Professional Reporter or the standard of the National Verbatim Reporters Association for the 
earned designation of Certified Verbatim Reporter.
[Court Order October 15, 2015; December 13, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; November 13, 2023, 
effective July 1, 2024]
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CHAPTER  52
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE STATE OF IOWA 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS

Rule 52.1 Authorization and scope. The rules in this chapter are adopted pursuant to Iowa 
Code section 602.2105. They apply to all proceedings, functions, and responsibilities of the 
commission.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.2 Definitions. In this chapter unless the content or subject matter otherwise requires:
“Chairperson” means the presiding officer of the commission and includes the chairperson of 

the commission, the vice chairperson, or any acting chairperson designated by the commission to 
preside in the absence of the chairperson.

A “charge” is the written specification by which formal proceedings are instituted pursuant to 
Iowa Code section 602.2104.

“Commission” means the commission on judicial qualifications.
A “complaint” shall be any written communication to the commission which indicates a 

violation of Iowa Code section 602.2106(3).
“Employee” means an officer or employee of the judicial branch, except a judicial officer 

subject to the jurisdiction of the commission.
“Judicial officer” means a supreme court justice, a court of appeals judge, a district court 

judge, a district associate judge, associate juvenile judge, associate probate judge, or magistrate 
of this state subject to the jurisdiction of the commission.

“Oath” is synonymous with “affirmation” and “swear” is synonymous with “affirm.”
“Shall” is mandatory and “may” is permissive.

[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.3 Officers and staff. 
52.3(1) The commission shall elect a chairperson and a vice chairperson to serve for the 

calendar year and until successors are elected.
52.3(2) The state court administrator or designee of the state court administrator shall be 

executive secretary of the commission.
52.3(3) The commission may employ such additional investigative personnel as it deems 

necessary.
52.3(4) The commission may employ or contract for the employment of legal counsel. 

However, the attorney general shall prosecute the charge(s) before the commission on behalf 
of the state.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.4 Replacement of interested judicial member. 
52.4(1) If the judicial member of the commission is the subject of a complaint before the 

commission under rule 52.9, the chief justice of the supreme court shall appoint a district judge 
of another judicial district to the commission until the person charged is exonerated, or for the 
unexpired portion of the term if the person charged is not exonerated.

52.4(2) If the judicial member of the commission is a resident judge of the same judicial 
district as the judicial officer who is the subject of a complaint before the commission under 
rule 52.9, the chief justice of the supreme court shall appoint a district judge of another judicial 
district to the commission to act as the judicial member during that proceeding. However, if the 
judicial member recuses himself or herself from the matter prior to the commission acting on 
the complaint, and a quorum is present to act on the matter, the judicial member shall not be 
replaced by the chief justice of the supreme court, unless formal proceedings under rule 52.12 are 
commenced.

52.4(3) The executive secretary shall notify the chief justice of the supreme court of any need 
for such replacement appointment.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 52.5 Confidentiality. 
52.5(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Iowa Code chapters 21 and 22, all records, 

papers, proceedings, meetings, and hearings of the commission shall be confidential, unless the 
commission applies to the supreme court to retire, discipline, or remove a judicial officer or 
employee.

52.5(2) If the commission applies to the supreme court to retire, discipline, or remove a 
judicial officer or employee, the following records and papers shall become public documents:

a. The initial complaint(s).
b. The notice of charge(s) filed by the commission initiating the charge(s) against the judicial 

member or employee.
c. All pleadings, motions and discovery filed with the commission after the notice of 

charge(s).
d. A transcript of any hearing of the commission that was made by a certified shorthand 

reporter.
e. All exhibits admitted at any hearing of the commission.
f. The application of the commission made to the supreme court.
52.5(3) Any records and papers contained in the commission’s investigation file shall remain 

privileged and confidential and are not subject to discovery, subpoena, or other means of 
legal compulsion for their release to a person other than the judicial officer, employee, the 
attorneys, or the attorneys’ agents involved in the proceeding before the commission. The 
judicial officer, employee, the attorneys, or the attorneys’ agents involved in the proceeding 
before the commission shall not disclose any records and papers contained in the commission’s 
investigation file to any third parties unless disclosure is required in the prosecution or defense 
of the charges. The records and papers contained in the commission’s investigation file shall 
not be admissible in evidence in a judicial or administrative proceeding other than the formal 
commission proceeding under rule 52.12.

52.5(4) Every witness in every proceeding under this chapter shall swear or affirm to tell the 
truth, and not to disclose the existence of the proceedings or the identity of the judicial officer or 
employee until the proceeding is no longer confidential under these rules.

52.5(5) All communications, papers, and materials concerning any complaint which may 
come into the hands of a commission member shall remain confidential and the member shall 
keep the same in a safe and secure place.

52.5(6) All statements, communications, or materials received by any person investigating any 
complaint on behalf of the commission shall be confidential.

52.5(7) The executive secretary, chairperson or a member of the commission designated by 
the chairperson may issue one or more clarifying announcements when the subject matter of a 
complaint or charge(s) is of broad public interest and failure to supply information on the status 
and nature of the formal proceedings could threaten public confidence in the administration of 
justice. No other member of the commission shall make any public statement concerning any 
matter before the commission without prior approval of the commission.

52.5(8) Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the commission from releasing any information 
regarding possible criminal violations to appropriate law enforcement authorities, wherever 
located, or any information regarding possible violations of the Iowa Rules of Professional 
Conduct to the Iowa Supreme Court Attorney Disciplinary Board.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; April 20, 2005, effective July 1, 2005]

Rule 52.6 Meetings. The commission shall meet at least once in each calendar quarter. Meetings 
may be held by telephone conference or at such place as the chairperson may designate if no 
member of the commission objects. If there is an objection by a member of the commission to 
holding a meeting by telephone conference or at a place other than the Iowa Judicial Branch 
Building in Des Moines, the meeting shall be held at the Iowa Judicial Branch Building in Des 
Moines. Special meetings may be called by the chairperson or at the request of three or more 
members of the commission.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; April 9, 2003]

Rule 52.7 Quorum. A quorum for the transaction of business by the commission shall consist of 
four members. Only members present may vote. Members participating in a telephone conference 
shall be deemed to be present at the meeting.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 52.8 Minutes. Minutes shall be kept of each meeting of the commission and shall record 
the action taken, the names of those present, and any other matter that the commission may deem 
appropriate. The minutes shall be confidential.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.9 Complaints. 
52.9(1) A complaint shall be in writing but may be simple and informal. It shall be mailed to 

or filed with the executive secretary of the commission.
52.9(2) The executive secretary shall promptly acknowledge receipt of any writing and 

transmit a copy of the writing to each member of the commission.
52.9(3) A complaint may be initiated by the commission’s own motion. A separate writing 

signed by the chairperson shall be filed with the commission if the complaint was initiated on the 
commission’s own motion. This filing shall constitute the complaint.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.10 Initial inquiry. 
52.10(1) Upon receipt of a complaint a determination shall be made whether or not the 

complaint is of substantial nature and involves matters which could be grounds for a charge 
within the jurisdiction of the commission to make application to the supreme court:

a. To retire a judicial officer or employee for permanent physical or mental disability which 
substantially interferes with the performance of his or her duties.

b. To discipline or remove a judicial officer or employee for persistent failure to perform 
duties, habitual intemperance, willful misconduct in office, conduct which brings the judicial 
office into disrepute, or a substantial violation of the canons of judicial ethics.

52.10(2) If the commission finds the complaint on its face is clearly unfounded, frivolous, or 
could not be the basis for a charge within the jurisdiction of the commission, the complaint shall 
be dismissed with notice to the complainant.

52.10(3) If the commission finds the complaint on its face is substantial, and, if true, would 
warrant application to the supreme court the commission may formulate a charge and institute 
formal proceedings, without any further inquiry or investigation.

52.10(4) Upon the making of the determination provided in rule 52.10(1), when the 
commission has received a complaint or initiated a complaint on its own motion, the commission 
or the chairperson may direct that an additional inquiry be made by the executive secretary, or 
a commission member. The chairperson of the commission may further direct that the judicial 
officer or employee about whom a complaint has been made be notified that a complaint has 
been received, and of the substance of the complaint. When such notice is directed it shall advise 
the judicial officer or employee that the matter is in a preliminary stage and is not the subject 
of a formal investigation under rule 52.11(1), nor is the notice intended to be notice required 
under rule 52.11(2) of the commission. In such circumstances the judicial officer or employee 
shall be notified that because of the substance of the complaint or the commission’s concern, the 
commission or chairperson feels that it would be desirable for the judicial officer or employee to 
provide in writing a report to the commission concerning matters referred to in the notice, and 
that it is requested, but not required, that the judicial officer or employee give to the commission 
such report.

52.10(5) The commission or the chairperson may request the complainant to clarify the 
complainant’s original statement to furnish additional information, to disclose sources of 
information, or to verify by affidavit statements of fact within the complainant’s knowledge.

52.10(6) The commission or the chairperson may also initiate inquiries of other sources.
52.10(7) The commission shall dismiss the complaint and so inform the complainant if the 

initial inquiry confirms the fact that the complaint is clearly unfounded, frivolous, or could not be 
the basis for a charge within the jurisdiction of the commission. If the judicial officer or employee 
has been given notice of the initial inquiry as contemplated in rule 52.10(4), the judicial officer or 
employee shall likewise be informed of the dismissal of the complaint.

52.10(8) If after the initial inquiry the complaint appears to be substantiated in whole or in 
part but does not warrant application to the supreme court the commission may dispose of the 
complaint informally by conference with or communication to the judicial officer or employee. 
The complainant shall be notified of such action.
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52.10(9) The commission shall direct that an investigation of the complaint be made if the 
initial inquiry indicates that the complaint may constitute a charge within the commission’s 
jurisdiction and formal proceedings have not been initiated.

52.10(10) The commission may formulate a charge and institute formal proceedings if the 
initial inquiry indicates that the matter investigated appears to be substantiated and, if true, would 
warrant application to the supreme court.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.11 Investigation and disposition. 
52.11(1) The commission may direct an investigation on its own motion, without any initial 

inquiry under rule 52.10.
52.11(2) The judicial officer or employee involved shall be notified of the investigation and 

the nature of the complaint. The commission in its discretion may disclose the name of the 
complainant or that the investigation is on the commission’s own motion. Notification shall 
be by prepaid certified or registered mail marked “confidential” and addressed to the judicial 
officer’s chambers, employee’s business address or last known residence of the judicial officer 
or employee. The judicial officer or employee may be requested to provide in writing a report to 
the commission concerning matters referred to in the complaint. The judicial officer or employee 
shall be notified that it is not mandatory that the judicial officer or employee provide such report.

52.11(3) In the event the investigation indicates that the complaint has merit, then the 
commission in its discretion may grant to the judicial officer or employee an opportunity to 
present to the commission such information relevant to the complaint as the judicial officer or 
employee may desire to submit.

52.11(4) The commission shall dismiss the complaint and so inform the judicial officer or 
employee and the complainant if the investigation shows it to be groundless.

52.11(5) After the investigation, if the complaint appears to be substantiated in whole or in 
part but does not warrant application to the supreme court, the commission may dispose of the 
complaint informally by conference with or communication to the judicial officer or employee. 
The complainant shall be notified of such action.

52.11(6) The commission shall formulate a charge and institute formal proceedings if the 
investigation indicates that the matter investigated appears to be substantiated and, if true, would 
warrant application to the supreme court.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.12 Formal proceedings. 
52.12(1) The service of the notice of charge(s) shall constitute the commencement of formal 

proceedings against a judicial officer or employee.
52.12(2) Formal proceedings to inquire into a charge shall be entitled “Before the Commission 

on Judicial Qualifications, State of Iowa. Inquiry Concerning (name of judicial officer or 
employee).”

52.12(3) The notice of charge(s) shall specify the charge(s) against the judicial officer or 
employee with a concise, general summary of the alleged facts on which it is based, and shall 
state the time and place of hearing. The hearing shall be held in the county where the judicial 
officer or employee resides unless the commission and the judicial officer or employee agree to a 
different location.

52.12(4) The notice of charge(s) shall be signed by the chairperson of the commission or on 
the chairperson’s behalf by the executive secretary of the commission pursuant to the express 
direction of the chairperson.

52.12(5) The notice of charge(s) shall be sent by prepaid certified or registered mail addressed 
to the judicial officer or employee at the judicial officer’s or employee’s residence and marked 
“confidential,” at least 20 days prior to the time set for the hearing.

52.12(6) A copy of the complaint upon which the notice of charge(s) is based and the 
complete investigative file shall be sent to the judicial officer or employee with the notice of 
charge(s). The investigative file of the commission does not include the recommendations of 
the attorney general to the commission. The recommendations of the attorney general to the 
commission are privileged and are not to be transmitted.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 52.13 Answer. Within 15 days after service of the notice of formal proceedings, the 
judicial officer or employee may file a verified answer at the office of the commission in the Iowa 
Judicial Branch Building in Des Moines.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; April 9, 2003]

Rule 52.14 Allowable motions — prehearing conference. 
52.14(1) The following prehearing motions may be filed:
a. A judicial officer or employee may request that the hearing be held at a place other than 

the county where the judicial officer or employee resides. Such motion shall be contained in 
the answer or filed with the commission in the time for filing an answer. The chairperson or 
a member of the commission designated by the chairperson shall have authority to rule on 
this motion. A hearing need not be held prior to entering a ruling. Any hearing may be held 
telephonically and without a record being made of the hearing.

b. Either party may file a motion regarding discovery disputes which shall be governed by rule 
52.15.

c. Either party may request a prehearing conference. The chairperson or a member of 
the commission designated by the chairperson may conduct the prehearing conference. The 
prehearing conference may be held telephonically and without a record being made of the 
hearing. The commission on its own motion may require a prehearing conference.

d. Either party may file a motion for a continuance which may be granted pursuant to rule 
52.16.

52.14(2) The commission will not consider any other prehearing motions or applications.
52.14(3) The commission will not consider any dispositive motions prior to the close of all the 

evidence of a hearing.
52.14(4) The action of the chairperson or a single member of the commission designated by 

the chairperson under rule 52.14, 52.15 or 52.16 may be reviewed by the commission on its own 
motion or a motion of a party. A motion by a party for review of an action of the chairperson or a 
single member of the commission designated by the chairperson shall be served and filed within 
ten days after the filing of the challenged order.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.15 Discovery. 
52.15(1) In any formal proceeding taken by the commission, discovery shall be permitted as 

provided in Iowa Rs.  Civ.  P.  1.501 to 1.517 inclusive; 1.701 and 1.702; and in 1.714 to 1.717. 
The judicial officer or employee against whom a notice of charge(s) has been filed, in addition to 
the restriction stated in Iowa R.  Civ.  P.  1.503(1), shall not be required to answer an interrogatory 
pursuant to Iowa R.  Civ.  P.  1.509, a request for admission pursuant to Iowa R.  Civ.  P.  1.510, a 
question upon oral examination pursuant to Iowa R.  Civ.  P.  1.701, or a question upon written 
interrogatories, pursuant to Iowa R.  Civ.  P.  1.710, if the answer would be self-incriminatory. In 
addition thereto, evidence and testimony may be perpetuated as provided in Iowa Rs.  Civ.  P.  1.721 
to 1.728.

52.15(2) The time to respond to any discovery allowed under rule 52.15(1) shall be 15 days, 
regardless of time allowed by the Iowa Rules of Civil Procedure.

52.15(3) All discovery shall be timed so that it is completed, including the time to receive 
responses to all propounded discovery, no later than 50 days after service of the notice of 
charge(s).

52.15(4) All motions or applications pertaining to discovery shall be filed with the 
commission as soon as practicable. The chairperson or a member of the commission designated 
by the chairperson shall have authority to rule on any motions or applications. A hearing need not 
be held prior to entering a ruling. Any hearing may be held telephonically and without a record 
being made of the hearing.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.16 Continuances. The commission may grant reasonable continuances but only upon 
written application supported by affidavit. The motion for continuance shall be filed with 
the commission as soon as the reason for continuance becomes apparent to the movant. The 
chairperson or a member of the commission designated by the chairperson shall have authority to 

JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSIONJuly 2026 Ch 52, p.5



rule on any motion for continuance. A hearing need not be held prior to entering a ruling. Any 
hearing may be held telephonically and without a record being made of the hearing.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.17 Final hearing. 
52.17(1) The commission may proceed with the final hearing at the time and place set, 

whether or not the judicial officer or employee has filed an answer or appears at the hearing.
52.17(2) The chairperson of the commission shall preside over and conduct the final hearing. 

The presentation of evidence shall conform to the Iowa Rules of Civil Procedure and the Iowa 
Rules of Evidence insofar as such rules may be applicable to cases tried in equity.

52.17(3) All evidence received shall be taken only on oath or affirmation.
52.17(4) The attorney general, on behalf of the state, shall present the case in support of the 

charge(s) before the commission.
52.17(5) A complete record of the evidence shall be made by a certified shorthand reporter.

[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.18 Procedural rights of judicial officer or employee. 
52.18(1) The judicial officer or employee may defend and shall have the right to participate in 

the proceedings in person and by counsel, to cross-examine, to be confronted by witnesses, and 
to present evidence in accordance with the Iowa Rules of Civil Procedure and the Iowa Rules of 
Evidence.

52.18(2) A judicial officer shall continue judicial duties during the pendency of any complaint, 
charge(s), investigation, or formal proceeding unless otherwise ordered by the commission. An 
employee shall continue his or her duties during the pendency of any complaint, charge(s), 
investigation, or formal proceeding unless otherwise ordered by the commission.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.19 Amendment to notice of charge(s) or answer. Amendments shall be governed by 
the Iowa Rules of Civil Procedure.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.20 Subpoena power. 
52.20(1) The commission shall have subpoena power during any investigation conducted on 

its behalf compelling the appearance of persons or the production of documents before the person 
designated to conduct the investigation on behalf of the commission.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

52.20(2) The commission shall have subpoena power on behalf of the state and the judicial 
officer or employee compelling the appearance of persons or the production of documents during 
discovery and the final hearing.

52.20(3) Disobedience of the commission’s subpoena shall be punishable as contempt in the 
district court in and for the county in which the hearing is to be held or where the investigation is 
being conducted.

52.20(4) Any application for a subpoena shall be made to the commission’s executive 
secretary or chairperson. 
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.21 Privilege in defamation actions. The making of charges before the commission, 
the giving of evidence or information before the commission or to its investigator and the 
presentation of transcripts, extensions of evidence, briefs, and arguments in the supreme court 
shall be privileged in actions for defamation. 
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.22 Physical or mental examinations. Where a judicial officer’s or employee’s physical 
or mental health is in issue, the commission may order the judicial officer or employee to submit 
to a physical or mental examination by a duly licensed health care professional designated by 
the commission. The failure of the judicial officer or employee to submit to a physical or mental 
examination ordered by the commission may be considered by the commission, unless it appears 
that such failure was due to circumstances beyond the control of the judicial officer or employee.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]
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Rule 52.23 Compensation of witnesses. Each witness compelled to attend any proceedings 
under this chapter, other than an officer or employee of the state or a political subdivision, shall 
receive for attendance the same fees and mileage allowed by law to a witness in a civil case, 
payable from the commission’s funds.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.24 Findings and determination by commission. 
52.24(1) In accordance with its findings on the evidence at the hearing, the commission shall 

dismiss the charge(s) or make application to the supreme court to retire, discipline, or remove 
the judicial officer or employee. A copy of the application shall be sent to the judicial officer or 
employee by prepaid certified or registered mail. Copies shall also be provided to the attorneys of 
record.

52.24(2) Any application by the commission to the supreme court or any action by the 
commission which affects the final disposition of a complaint shall require the affirmative vote of 
at least four commission members who were present at the hearing.

52.24(3) Any person filing a complaint with the commission shall be notified by ordinary mail 
of its final disposition.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.25 Application to supreme court. If the commission makes application to the supreme 
court to retire, discipline, or remove a judicial officer or employee, it shall promptly file in the 
supreme court all items set forth in rule 52.5(2).
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Rule 52.26 Letters of caution and warning. In some cases, the commission may conclude 
that a judicial officer’s or employee’s conduct has been questionable but does not amount to 
misconduct, or that misconduct of a very minor nature has occurred which does not warrant 
formal discipline. In these cases, the commission may inform the judicial officer or employee that 
no present formal disciplinary action will be taken but that the judge should avoid similar conduct 
in the future.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

Historical notes from Third Edition of the Iowa Court Rules:

[Court Order December 26, 1985, effective February 3, 1986; April 30, 1987, effective June 1, 1987; 
August 31, 1987, effective October 1, 1987; January 10, 1990; July 5, 2000]
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CHAPTER  70
IOWA RULES OF JUVENILE COURT SERVICES DIRECTED 

PROGRAMS

PREAMBLE

[1] Iowa Code section 232.192 (as enacted by HF 2507, effective July 1, 2023) provides that 
juvenile court services shall administer “early intervention and follow-up programs.” Historically, 
the legislature has appropriated funds for such programs using the term “juvenile delinquent 
graduated sanctions services.” These rules are intended to effectuate Iowa Code section 232.192 
and apply to the appropriation historically termed “juvenile delinquent graduated sanctions 
services.”

[2] These rules prescribe services for eligible children from funds appropriated specifically 
for juvenile court services directed programs. The state court administrator, the director 
of juvenile court services, and the chief juvenile court officers have primary responsibility 
for the administration of early intervention and follow-up programs/graduated sanctions and 
noncontracted/court-ordered services for eligible children. These funds may also be used to 
enhance the education and performance of those employees who are directly involved with the 
clients and their programs.

[3] These rules, pursuant to the authority granted in the Iowa Code and annual appropriations 
acts, prescribe the relationship between the state court administrator, the director of juvenile court 
services, and the chief juvenile court officer from each judicial district in the administration of 
the funds for the juvenile court services directed programs. These rules establish the criteria 
for the allocation of funds and the procedures for the administration, eligibility, contracting, 
billing and payment, application, and service delivery for early intervention and follow-up 
programs/graduated sanctions and noncontracted/court-ordered services. In addition, these rules 
detail expenses that are eligible for reimbursement from the noncontracted/court-ordered service 
allocation as well as the expenses that are ineligible for reimbursement. The lists are intended to 
be exhaustive.

[4] The early intervention and follow-up programs/graduated sanctions services are services 
to be provided to children adjudicated delinquent and to children who have been referred to 
juvenile court services for a delinquency violation or who have exhibited behaviors that put 
them at risk of a juvenile delinquency referral. The services are directed to enhance personal 
adjustment to help the children transition into productive adulthood and to prevent or reduce 
criminal charges, out-of-home placement, and recidivism. The services are provided in the child’s 
home community whenever feasible. These services may be provided in an individual or group 
setting and can include, but are not limited to, supervised educational support and treatment 
and outreach services to eligible children who are experiencing social, behavioral, or emotional 
problems that put them at risk of involvement with the juvenile justice system. This mix of 
services allows the flexibility to tailor treatment and services to meet the specific needs of the 
child. A program for a child may be funded from multiple sources, but the funding sources may 
not duplicate or overlap. The components and activities shall be outlined in the contract. Services 
offered may provide individualized and intensive interventions to assist a child in establishing 
positive behavior patterns and to help the child maintain accountability in a community-based 
setting.

DIVISION I
DEFINITIONS

Rule 70.101 Definitions. 
70.101(1) At risk. “At risk” means that a child has been referred to juvenile court services 

for a delinquency violation or has exhibited behaviors likely to result in a juvenile delinquency 
referral.

70.101(2) Audit. “Audit” means an official examination and verification of financial accounts 
and records by the office of the auditor of state.
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70.101(3) Case file. “Case file” means an electronic file that includes referral information, 
information generated during assessment, documentation of court proceedings, other eligibility 
determinations, case plans, and case reports, including quarterly progress reports. Case files of 
providers also include records of provider–child contact that document provision of services.

70.101(4) Chief juvenile court officers. “Chief juvenile court officers” are defined under Iowa 
Code section 602.1217.

70.101(5) Child. “Child” means a person under 18 years of age. “Child” also includes a person 
up to 19 1/2 years of age when (1) the person is adjudicated delinquent and the dispositional 
order is entered while the person is 17 years of age (in which case, the order terminates 18 
months after the date of disposition), or (2) the person, as an adult, has been transferred to the 
jurisdiction of the juvenile court and is adjudicated as having committed a delinquent act before 
becoming an adult (in which case, the dispositional order automatically terminates 18 months 
after the last date upon which jurisdiction could attach). Also included is a juvenile who has been 
adjudicated by the court to have committed a delinquent act upon the child reaching 18 years of 
age until the child is 21 years of age if the child and juvenile court services determine the child 
should remain under the guidance of juvenile court services.

70.101(6) Contract compliance review. “Contract compliance review” means official 
examination and verification of contractual and financial records conducted virtually and 
asynchronously. A virtual contract compliance review meets the annual contract review 
requirements so long as client records are available to be securely reviewed.

70.101(7) Director of juvenile court services. “Director of juvenile court services” means 
the position responsible for the day-to-day management of juvenile court services statewide 
initiatives, including federal programs; this position serves as a liaison with other departments 
and agencies.

70.101(8) Early intervention and follow-up programs/graduated sanctions services. “Early 
intervention and follow-up programs/graduated sanctions services” means services to be provided 
to children adjudicated delinquent and to children who have been referred to juvenile court 
services for a delinquency violation or who have exhibited behaviors that put them at risk of 
a juvenile delinquency referral. The services are directed to enhance personal adjustment to 
help the children transition into productive adulthood and to prevent or reduce criminal charges, 
out-of-home placement, and recidivism and to ensure community safety.

70.101(9) Eligible child. “Eligible child” means a child who has been adjudicated delinquent, 
is at risk, or has been identified by the chief juvenile court officer as eligible for 
early intervention and follow-up programs/noncontracted/court-ordered or juvenile delinquent 
graduated sanction services.

70.101(10) Juvenile court officer. “Juvenile court officer” means a person appointed as a 
juvenile court officer or a chief juvenile court officer under Iowa Code section 602.7202.

70.101(11) Juvenile justice service plan. “Juvenile justice service plan” means an annual plan 
developed by each chief juvenile court officer which accounts for expenditure of the district’s 
annual allocation and provision for service to the eligible children in their district.

70.101(12) Noncontracted/court-ordered services. “Noncontracted/court-ordered services” 
means the defined or specific care and treatment ordered by the court for an eligible child and for 
which no other payment source is available to cover the cost or the defined or specific care and 
treatment for an eligible child for which a service contract does not otherwise exist.

70.101(13) On-site review. “On-site review” means an official examination and verification of 
contractual and financial records conducted at the location where the clients are served, where the 
client and financial records are stored, or both.

70.101(14) Provider. “Provider” means a public agency, including a school district or 
government unit, or a private agency, organization, or eligible individual authorized to do 
business in the state. The provider is also known as the “claimant.”

70.101(15) State court administration. “State court administration” refers generally to 
positions responsible for various statewide functions, including, but not limited to, the state court 
administrator, director of finance, and director of juvenile court services.

70.101(16) State court administrator. “State court administrator” is defined under Iowa Code 
section 602.1101.

70.101(17) Supportive enhancements. “Supportive enhancements” means a category of 
services, real goods, or incentives matched to the risk needs of a child that support a child to 
reduce or eliminate delinquent or at-risk behavior.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]
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Rules 70.102 to 70.200 Reserved.

DIVISION II
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Rule 70.201 Appropriation and allocation of funds. Pursuant to the authority granted in Iowa 
Code chapters 232 and 602 and the annual appropriations acts, the judicial branch, represented by 
the state court administrator, the director of juvenile court services, and the chief juvenile court 
officers, are each charged with specific responsibilities for funding, administering, and ensuring 
the provision of juvenile court services directed programs. 

70.201(1) The funds shall be appropriated to the judicial branch for allocation by the state 
court administrator and the director of juvenile court services for the payment of the expenses of 
juvenile court services directed programs, including administration of these services.

a. The state court administrator and director of juvenile court services shall base the allocation 
of each district’s respective portion of funds on the statewide population of children as reported in 
current census data. 

b. The source of the census data shall be determined and agreed upon by the state court 
administrator and the director of juvenile court services. 

70.201(2) State court administration shall allocate a set-aside amount up to, but not to exceed, 
20 percent of the total appropriation for early intervention and follow-up programs/graduated 
sanctions services for state court administration to pay the administrative costs related to 
administering these allocated funds. 

70.201(3) The annual budget tracking form, with estimated or actual transfers outside the 
judicial branch, shall be updated a minimum of twice annually. 

70.201(4) The ongoing budget tracking form shall be updated monthly for all obligated costs 
and expenditures by the end of the succeeding month. 
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.202 Allocation of Title IV-E Prevention Service reimbursement funds. Funds 
received as reimbursement for Title IV-E Prevention Service Programs shall be allocated to the 
judicial districts in the same ratio as the expenditure of funds for prevention services within each 
district after the maintenance of effort requirement has been met.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.203 Availability of funds. The judicial branch shall monitor the availability of funds 
throughout the state fiscal year.

70.203(1) The state court administrator, the director of juvenile court services, and the chief 
juvenile court officers shall reallocate funds as needed to ensure the availability of services on a 
statewide basis throughout the state fiscal year.

70.203(2) If funding for early intervention and follow-up programs/graduated sanctions and 
noncontracted/court-ordered services are exhausted in any district, the respective services within 
that district shall be discontinued.

70.203(3) The chief juvenile court officer shall be responsible for communicating this 
information.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.204 Transfer of funds. Allocated funds may be transferred to a decategorization 
governance board or to other government agencies or departments.

70.204(1) The state court administrator and the director of juvenile court services will 
determine transfers for state-level projects.

70.204(2) Each chief juvenile court officer may transfer funds from the officer’s own district 
allocation.

70.204(3) All transfers are dependent upon availability of funds.
70.204(4) Fund transfers will identify any specific usage, and reporting requirements, as well 

as any limitations related to the funds. The receiving entity must agree to the usage, and reporting 
requirements, as well as any spending limitations prior to acceptance of any funds transfer.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]
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Rule 70.205 Administration of juvenile court services programs within each judicial 
district. Each chief juvenile court officer is responsible for the administration of the early 
intervention and follow-up programs/graduated sanctions and noncontracted/court-ordered 
service funds within the officer’s judicial district. The chief juvenile court officer shall purchase 
services on behalf of eligible children within the officer’s judicial district.

70.205(1) Planning for service needs. 
a. Each chief juvenile court officer shall develop a process for determining:
(1) The service needs of the children within the officer’s district.
(2) The mix of services to be provided to best meet the identified needs within the district.
b. Each chief juvenile court officer shall develop a draft juvenile justice service plan for the 

officer’s judicial district that accounts for the expenditure of their annual allocation for the new 
state fiscal year.

(1) The draft annual plan must be submitted to the state court administrator by September 15 
for the current state fiscal year.

(2) The state court administrator shall approve or recommend changes to each district’s draft 
annual plan by September 30 for the current state fiscal year.

c. The chief juvenile court officers, in conjunction with the director of juvenile court services, 
shall develop the juvenile justice service plan guidance and shall review and make adjustments to 
this guidance annually. At a minimum, this guidance shall address:

(1) Community safety.
(2) Matching service type and dosage to risk level.
(3) Recidivism.
(4) Evidence-based services.
(5) Promising practices.
(6) Racial and ethnic disparities.
(7) Reentry.
(8) Cross-over practices.
d. The juvenile court services quality improvement staff shall evaluate and ensure the quality 

and effectiveness of the services being provided.
e. The chief juvenile court officer shall make recommendations concerning changes that are 

needed to ensure that children and families receive the services necessary to meet the unique 
needs of the officer’s judicial district.

70.205(2) Eligible providers. 
a. The chief juvenile court officer shall purchase services from public or private agencies, 

organizations, or eligible individuals.
b. To be eligible to provide services, an organization or individual shall meet the following 

criteria:
(1) Submit a completed Form W-9; and
(2) Have a federal identification number; or
(3) Have a social security number for which the state accounting enterprise has determined 

that an employee–employer relationship with the state does not exist; or
(4) Be paid an amount during a state fiscal year that does not exceed $1,000 plus allowable 

expenses such as meals, lodging, and mileage per state fiscal year as determined according to 
state accounting enterprise procedure 210.102.

70.205(3) Allowable costs. 
a. The administrative and program requirements of these rules include those costs specified 

below:
(1) Reimbursement for mileage, meals, and lodging expenses involved in the transportation 

of the child shall not exceed the lower of the rates set by the judicial branch or the provider’s 
customary rate, unless the transportation is provided by a public officer or employee.

(2) A public officer or employee, other than a state officer or employee, is entitled to be 
reimbursed for expenses.

(3) Fees and expenses as specified in Iowa Code section 331.655 when the court order 
specifies that the public officer or employee shall provide transportation. The allowable expenses 
for which sheriffs may be reimbursed are found in Iowa Code section 70A.9.

(4) Expenses approved by the chief juvenile court officer when the court order does not 
specify that the public officer or employee shall provide transportation.
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b. A provider with a service contract for a similar service shall be reimbursed at the rate of the 
purchase of service contract. A provider that does not have a service contract shall be reimbursed 
at a rate comparable to the rate reimbursed to providers that have service contracts.

c. Funds for early intervention and follow-up programs/graduated sanctions and 
noncontracted/court-ordered services shall not be used in lieu of private insurance.

70.205(4) Contract development. The chief juvenile court officer shall have the responsibility 
to initiate contracts for services. All service contracts must follow the Judicial Branch 
procurement policy.

a. Each chief juvenile court officer shall be responsible to develop contracts within the 
officer’s judicial district with each provider selected through the process.

b. The chief juvenile court officer, the provider, and state court administration shall sign the 
contract.

c. The chief juvenile court officer or designee is responsible for distributing a copy of the 
signed contract, amendment, or renewal letter to the provider.

d. Contract amendments shall be prepared whenever there is a change in the amount of 
contracted dollars, contract duration, program description, or any other terms of the contract.

(1) Any party to the contract may request an amendment to the contract. The provider may 
request a contract amendment through the chief juvenile court officer.

(2) The chief juvenile court officer, the provider, and state court administration shall sign all 
contract amendments.

e. Prior to the contract being signed, the state accounting enterprise must determine that no 
employer–employee relationship with the state exists. A vendor must either:

(1) Have a valid, assigned state accounting enterprise number.
(2) Follow the steps to be assigned a state accounting enterprise control number as outlined in 

state accounting enterprise procedure 240.102.
70.205(5) Contract content. 
a. Contracts for purchasing services shall be developed using contract forms approved as to 

legal form by state court administration.
b. The contract shall:
(1) Note the deliverables, performance measures, and payment methodology.
(2) Describe the process the provider shall follow to complete and submit claims for payment.
c. The contract shall not guarantee a specific amount of utilization.
d. A minimum and a maximum number of participants may be established.

[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.206 Billing and payment. The chief juvenile court officer shall ensure that billing 
and payment are in compliance with judicial branch requirements and the requirements of 
the accounting policies and procedures manual of the administrative services state accounting 
enterprise. A claim that meets the requirements of these rules becomes a state liability on the 
date of the claim’s accrual. The date of a claim’s accrual is the date the service was provided, the 
end of the agreed-upon billing interval specified in the contract, or the date of a determination of 
liability for the claim.

70.206(1) Claim forms and instructions. The instructions and forms used for billing shall be 
available to all providers electronically.

a. For claims for noncontracted/court-ordered services:
(1) The provider shall prepare a claim for noncontracted/court-ordered services on Form 

GAX, General Accounting Expenditure. An original, itemized invoice may accompany a Form 
GAX in lieu of a claimant’s original signature.

(2) The provider shall ensure receipt of a referral from juvenile court services for all 
noncontracted/court-ordered services and the applicable court order prior to commencement of 
services as required. The provider shall submit the noncontracted/court-ordered service referral, 
as applicable, and court order, as applicable, with the GAX form, and/or itemized invoice for 
payment.

b. For claims for contracted services:
(1) The provider shall prepare a claim for contracted services on Form GAX, General 

Accounting Expenditure. An original, itemized invoice may accompany a Form GAX in lieu 
of a claimant’s original signature.

(2) The provider shall ensure receipt of a referral from juvenile court services for all 
contracted services, as applicable. The provider shall also submit the referral along with an 
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approved invoice and a copy of the provider’s list of the eligible children for whom the claim is 
made. The document submitted shall include the name of each child and the number of units of 
service provided to that child each month, as required by the individual contract.

70.206(2) Preparation of a claim. The Form GAX, General Accounting Expenditure, with an 
original claimant signature or an original, itemized invoice, shall be submitted with all claims.

a. The Form GAX submitted shall not include claims for more than one state fiscal year.
b. The provider, as vendor, must enter on the Form GAX:
(1) The vendor code.
(2) The vendor’s name and mailing address.
(3) The vendor’s service month(s).
(4) A short description of the item or service that was purchased.
(5) A claimant original signature of the provider unless an original invoice is submitted.
70.206(3) Support of a claim. 
a. The provider bears ultimate responsibility for the completeness and accuracy of each claim 

submitted.
b. The provider must maintain a record of the dates and times during which each service was 

provided for each eligible child.
c. The provider’s record must correspond to the units billed, as applicable.
70.206(4) Submittal of claims to juvenile court services. 
a. Providers shall submit claims to the contract administrator responsible for each contract. 

The provider shall submit the original Form GAX or original invoice and any required 
documented support of the claim.

(1) Claims shall be submitted timely to allow the contract administrator to submit the claim 
for payment within 90 calendar days of the date of the claim’s accrual.

(2) To ensure payment from funds appropriated for the state fiscal year, claims shall be 
submitted timely to allow the contract administrator to submit the claim for payment within 45 
calendar days of state fiscal year end, June 30.

70.206(5) Review and approval of claims. 
a. The chief juvenile court officer is responsible for accuracy and disposition of claims. The 

contract administrator shall verify the accuracy of the provider’s billings and submit the claims to 
the chief juvenile court officer for review and approval.

(1) Juvenile court services staff may complete the Form GAX when the provider submits an 
original invoice or may enter any required missing information to the Form GAX.

(2) To approve the claim, the chief juvenile court officer or designee shall sign the Form GAX 
in the space titled “order approved by.” The signature shall be deemed as certification that the 
billed expenses were incurred, amounts are correct, and payment should be made.

70.206(6) Claim records. The chief juvenile court officer or approved administrator shall have 
the responsibility for retention of records, maintenance of records, and authorized access to 
records. Electronic record retention is acceptable.

a. Juvenile court services shall retain one copy of the claim and supporting documentation as 
submitted for payment as well as any additional required supporting documentation submitted 
to juvenile court services by the provider. The copy of the Form GAX and supporting 
documentation, as well as any additional required supporting documentation submitted to 
juvenile court services by the provider, are subject to audit.

b. During the required retention period, all records and knowledgeable personnel must be 
accessible and available for the review or audit. All documents related to each other must be 
appropriately attached and organized in a manner that provides easy access.

70.206(7) Claim payment. 
a. The judicial branch shall reimburse providers for costs when claims are submitted 

according to the required procedures.
b. The judicial branch shall process a claim through the state appeal board’s processes for 

approving outdated invoices when the judicial branch receives the claim after August 31 for the 
previous state fiscal year.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.207 Record keeping. The provider and juvenile court services shall maintain financial 
and service records for a period of seven years following termination of services. The records are 
subject to review and/or audit.

70.207(1) Record keeping requirements. 
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a. Each provider shall maintain all the financial and service records used to submit or 
substantiate claims for reimbursement, including court orders as required and lists of the children 
served. The provider bears the ultimate responsibility for the completeness and accuracy of the 
claim submitted as set forth in these rules.

b. Each provider shall maintain all the corresponding service and financial information 
necessary to document the provision of the service as agreed upon in the contract. Each 
provider shall maintain a case file that documents the provision of the contracted service for 
each individual child for whom a claim is made.

c. Each juvenile court officer shall maintain within the case file all referrals for both 
noncontracted/court-ordered and contracted services as required. Each juvenile court officer shall 
ensure provider updates are recorded within the case file. Each juvenile court officer shall ensure 
the case file includes all the corresponding service information necessary to document that the 
contracted service was provided.

d. Each chief juvenile court officer shall ensure that a court order supports the payment of any 
claim paid for noncontracted/court-ordered services as required by these rules.

e. Each chief juvenile court officer shall ensure that the district is accountable for payments, 
receipts, and retention of records as established by these rules.

70.207(2) Access to records. Each provider of these services shall make available upon 
request to juvenile court services, the department of inspections and appeals, or the office of 
the auditor of state the service and financial records used to support or substantiate claims for 
reimbursement, including court orders and lists of children served. The records shall be subject 
to review and audit by juvenile court services, the department of inspections and appeals, or the 
office of the auditor of state.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.208 Annual contract compliance review. 
70.208(1) General requirements. 
a. The contract administrators shall complete annual contract compliance reviews of all 

service contracts which meet the minimum thresholds to ensure contractual and fiscal 
requirements are met.

b. The contract administrator who oversees each contract shall not conduct the annual contract 
compliance review on any contracts administrated.

70.208(2) Schedule. The contract administrator shall notify each chief juvenile court officer 
of the contracts which meet the threshold at which a review must be conducted. The contract 
administrators shall coordinate to determine the list of providers which require a review for those 
services shared across multiple districts.

a. Annual contract compliance reviews are required for any provider having one or more 
contracts with one or more judicial districts when the total annual value of all contracts is 
$100,000 or more.

b. Annual contract compliance reviews are required for each new provider who has not 
previously contracted with the judicial district during the first year of the provider’s contract with 
the district when the total annual value of the provider’s contracts with the judicial district is 
$50,000 or more.

c. Additional contract compliance reviews are optional but may be required or requested by 
state court administration or the chief juvenile court officer for the providers, other than those 
described in subrules 70.208(1)-(2), based on factors such as:

(1) Length of time the provider has been in business.
(2) Amount of time the provider has offered the services being purchased.
(3) Type of service or program being purchased.
(4) Amount of money involved in the contract.
(5) Whether other governmental entities contract with the provider.
(6) Findings from previous contract compliance review by the district or other entities such as 

the office of the auditor of state.
70.208(3) Location. A virtual contract compliance review meets the annual contract 

compliance review requirements so long as client records are available to be securely reviewed. 
Alternately, on-site reviews may take place at the sites where the program is operated if 
deemed necessary by the contract administrator, the chief juvenile court officer, or state court 
administration.

70.208(4) Scope. 
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a. The contract compliance review shall include review of the provider’s service and 
financial records, including the client case files, to ensure that the records contain the required 
documentation of the provision of the contracted service.

b. At a minimum, the reviews shall include:
(1) Documentation of direct contact with the client.
(2) Review of referral for service, service billings, payments, and documentation of delivery 

of service.
(3) Documentation that the provider meets contract requirements.
(4) Solicitation and incorporation of input from juvenile court officers referring to service 

contracts to determine if needs are being met.
70.208(5) Repayment. The judicial branch may seek repayment of claims paid for noncovered 

services or for services for which documentation is not established.
a. The chief juvenile court officer shall notify the provider in writing that a repayment is due. 

The written notice shall identify:
(1) The claims.
(2) The amounts of the claims that are not documented or substantiated.
(3) The amount of the repayment requested.
b. The provider shall repay the judicial branch the difference between the amount received and 

the amount established through the review, not to exceed the amount paid by the state, when:
(1) The provider, upon review, fails to verify or document the provision of covered services 

or costs in the amount for which a claim was paid or when the review confirms claims paid for 
noncovered services.

(2) Juvenile court services or the judicial branch makes a request for repayment.
c. If the provider does not make payment within 60 days, the chief juvenile court officer 

shall submit to state court administration a copy of the notice to the provider for state court 
administration’s review and further action, if necessary.

70.208(6) Reporting. Each contract administrator shall submit the standardized annual 
contract compliance review form for each contract the administrator has reviewed to the chief 
juvenile court officer for the district of the assigned contract and to state court administration.

a. The annual reports shall be submitted by December 31 following the end of the state fiscal 
year. This date may be extended upon the written request of the chief juvenile court officer to 
state court administration.

b. The annual report shall include a summary of the findings of the reviews conducted during 
the state fiscal year.

70.208(7) Formal audit by the office of the auditor of state. All judicial branch employees 
must report any suspected fraud to state court administration immediately. The state court 
administrator or the judicial branch director of finance may request a formal audit by the office of 
the auditor of state.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rules 70.209 to 70.300 Reserved.

DIVISION III
NONCONTRACTED/COURT-ORDERED SERVICES

Rule 70.301 Juvenile court services responsibilities. The chief juvenile court officer shall 
purchase noncontracted/court-ordered services for eligible children.

70.301(1) The chief juvenile court officer shall ensure the services fall within the defined 
allowable services and that there are sufficient funds in the district’s allocation to pay for all 
noncontracted/court-ordered services.

70.301(2) Any services that are provided without the signed approval of the chief juvenile 
court officer or approved administrator may be denied payment unless there is an emergency 
or after-hours situation and no other provision exists for handling the emergency or after-hours 
situation or transport.

70.301(3) A district or juvenile court shall not order any service that is a charge upon the 
state pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.141 if there are insufficient noncontracted/court-ordered 
services funds available in the district allocation to pay for the service.
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70.301(4) The chief juvenile court officer shall encourage responsible use of noncontracted/
court-ordered service funds such that there are sufficient funds during the entire year to pay for 
all noncontracted/court-ordered services.

a. The chief juvenile court officer shall establish service priorities for spending the 
noncontracted/court-ordered services funds allocated to the district.

b. The chief juvenile court officer shall inform state court administration of potential shortfalls 
in the district’s allocation and shall request a transfer of funds between the districts as prudent.

70.301(5) The chief juvenile court officer shall notify the state court administrator and the 
chief judge of the district in the event that the noncontracted/court-ordered services funds for the 
judicial district are exhausted.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.302 Noncontracted/court-ordered service application process. The chief juvenile 
court officer or approved administrator shall determine the need for each service.

70.302(1) Any party intending to request noncontracted/court-ordered service funds shall 
complete an application and receive approval for the funding request from the chief juvenile 
court officer or approved administrator, with the exception of drug testing, drug testing supplies, 
court-ordered transportation, and global positioning system monitors.

70.302(2) If an application for noncontracted/court-ordered services and/or a court order is not 
available, a consent decree, a global positioning system monitoring agreement, a condition of 
supervision agreement, or an informal or formal probation agreement must be contained within 
the case file.

70.302(3) The application form with instructions shall be available upon request from the 
office of each chief juvenile court officer.

70.302(4) The chief juvenile court officer or approved administrator shall approve or 
disapprove the request for funds and shall sign and return the application to the referring juvenile 
court officer.

a. If the request is disapproved, the decision is final.
b. If the request is approved, the service plan may be presented to the court for a court order to 

be issued for the services.
70.302(5) The applicant shall have verified that there are no other alternative funding sources 

for the service.
70.302(6) The chief juvenile court officer or approved administrator may establish procedures 

for handling emergency or after-hours situations and for the handling of transports.
70.302(7) Use of other funding sources. 
a. The chief juvenile court officers shall ensure that the funds allocated for noncontracted/

court-ordered services are spent only after all other reasonable actions have been taken to use 
other funding sources.

b. Services are not eligible for reimbursement when another payment source is available.
c. Medical cost sharing for the one-time payment per court order of a deductible amount or a 

coinsurance amount for treatment specified in a court order is an allowable expense that may be 
paid through the noncontracted/court-ordered services fund when insurance or Medicaid is then 
available to pay the remainder of the cost.

d. The date of a medical claim’s accrual for reimbursement through noncontracted/court-
ordered services is the date the claim becomes a state liability. For example, a claim becomes a 
state liability on:

(1) The date of a court order for a contested claim; or
(2) The date of a determination by Medicaid or private insurance that Medicaid or private 

insurance denies partial or full payment for care and treatment for which an application has been 
approved.

70.302(8) Allowable rates. The chief juvenile court officer or approved administrator shall 
negotiate a reimbursement rate with the provider to obtain the service at a reasonable cost based 
on available community or statewide rates.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.303 Expenses. The following lists include expenses that are either eligible or ineligible 
for reimbursement from the noncontracted/court-ordered services fund and are intended to be 
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exhaustive. Billings for services not listed below shall not be paid except as provided in subrule 
70.303(3).

70.303(1) Reimbursable expenses. The expenses for which reimbursement shall be made 
include:

a. Transportation expenses, including those incurred in transporting a child to or from a place 
designated by the court, including mileage, lodging, and meals.

b. Medical cost sharing for payment of deductibles or coinsurance when Medicaid or private 
insurance is then available to pay the remainder of the cost.

c. The expense of care or treatment ordered by the court whenever the child is placed by the 
court with someone other than the parents or whenever the child is given a physical or mental 
examination or treatment under order of the court, including treatment referenced under a consent 
decree. Care and treatment expenses for which no other provision for payment is made by law 
that shall be reimbursable include:

(1) Individual services for the child separate from a family’s treatment plan.
(2) Diagnosis and evaluation on an outpatient basis unless the diagnosis and evaluation are 

provided by a person or agency with a contract with the judicial branch for that service for which 
the child is eligible.

(3) An evaluation of a child in a residential facility.
(4) Inpatient (hospital) evaluation of a child previous to disposition.
(5) Medical treatment for a child when the medical treatment is court-ordered, except when 

the child is in a detention facility.
(6) Drug treatment, testing, testing supplies, and care for a child.
(7) In-home supervision and monitoring, including global positioning system monitoring, and 

alternatives to shelter care unless a person or agency has a contract with the judicial branch to 
provide the service for which the child is eligible.

(8) One-to-one supervision of a child not in a detention facility unless the service is provided 
by a person or agency with a contract with the judicial branch for that service for which the child 
is eligible.

(9) Physical or mental examinations ordered pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.49, except 
those set forth in paragraph 70.303(2)(b) or those eligible for payment pursuant to Iowa Code 
chapter 249A.

d. Expenses for educational testing or programs related to a high school equivalency test 
(HiSET) or equivalent or for credit hours when the expenses are not required to be paid by the 
state.

e. Expenses for a child meant to serve as a diversionary tool for children at risk of further 
involvement with the juvenile justice system, which may include:

(1) Drug treatment, testing, testing supplies, and care for a child.
(2) Educational programming used as a deterrent for at-risk and delinquent children, unless the 

service is provided by a person or agency with a contract with the judicial branch for that service 
for which the child is eligible.

(3) In-home supervision and monitoring, including global positioning system monitoring, and 
alternatives to shelter care, unless a person or agency has a contract with the judicial branch to 
provide the service for which the child is eligible.

70.303(2) Expenses not eligible for reimbursement. Expenses that are excluded from 
reimbursement from noncontracted/court-ordered service funds because another source is 
available to pay for the service include:

a. Foster care and shelter care. See Iowa Code section 234.35.
b. All charges for which the county is obligated by statute to pay including:
(1) Care and treatment of patients by any state mental health institute. See Iowa Code section 

230.20(5).
(2) Care and treatment of patients by either of the state resource centers or by any other 

facility established under Iowa Code chapter 222. See Iowa Code section 222.60.
(3) Care and treatment of patients by the psychiatric hospital in Iowa City. See Iowa Code ch. 

225.
(4) Care and treatment of persons at the alcoholic treatment center in Oakdale or any other 

facility as provided in Iowa Code chapter 125. See Iowa Code section 125.44.
(5) Clothing and medical or other service provided to persons at the Iowa Braille and Sight 

Saving School, the Iowa School for the Deaf, or the University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s 
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Hospital for which the county becomes obligated to pay pursuant to Iowa Code sections 263.12, 
269.2, and 270.4.

(6) Expenses for detention in a facility used for detention. See Iowa Code section 232.142.
(7) Care and treatment of persons placed in a county hospital, county care facility, a health 

care facility as defined in Iowa Code section 135C.1(8), or any other public or private facility in 
lieu of admission or commitment to a state mental health institute, state resource center, or other 
facility established pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 222. See Iowa Code section 222.50.

(8) Child abuse photos and X rays. See Iowa Code section 232.77.
(9) Any expenses set forth in Iowa Administrative Code subrule 441—151.22(1) that qualify 

for payment pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 249A.
(10) Expense of a child sexual abuse examination. See Iowa Code section 915.41.
(11) Expense of child daycare. See Iowa Code section 234.6.
(12) Expense of in-home treatment services. See Iowa Admin. Code chs. 441—78-79, 83.
(13) Expense of homemaker-home health aide services. See Iowa Admin. Code ch. 641—80.
(14) Expenses for all educational testing or programming required to be paid by the state, 

except for children who attend an on-campus school in an out-of-state facility and who are not 
weighted as special education students. See Iowa Code ch. 256.

(15) Expenses, except for the allowable medical cost sharing, for all court-ordered counseling 
and treatment for adults, including individual, marital, mental health, substance use disorder, 
and group therapy. Payment source is private insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, or other resources 
consistent with Medicaid and social services eligibility and Iowa Code chapter 249A.

(16) Expenses, except for the allowable medical cost sharing, for psychiatric medical 
institutions for children (PMIC). Payment source is private insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, or 
other resources consistent with Medicaid and social services eligibility and Iowa Code chapter 
249A.

70.303(3) Services not listed. If a court orders a service not currently listed in subrule 
70.303(1), the chief juvenile court officer or approved administrator shall review the order 
and shall consult with state court administration. If reimbursement for the service expense 
is not in conflict with current law and meets the criteria for payment by noncontracted/court-
ordered service funding, the chief juvenile court officer or approved administrator shall authorize 
reimbursement to the provider.

70.303(4) Appeals. If services are court-ordered, children who have been adversely affected 
by decisions made by the juvenile court and their parents or guardians may appeal through 
procedures established pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.133.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023; January 26, 2024]

Rules 70.304 to 70.400 Reserved.

DIVISION IV
EARLY INTERVENTION AND FOLLOW-UP PROGRAMS/GRADUATED 

SANCTIONS SERVICES

Rule 70.401 Service eligibility. Children shall be eligible for services without regard to 
individual or family income when they are adjudicated delinquent or a juvenile court officer 
or other approved referral entity determines they are at risk and in need of contracted services.

70.401(1) Juvenile court services shall maintain in the child’s case file documentation of the 
child’s adjudication or at-risk status as well as the child’s need for services, as applicable.

70.401(2) The chief juvenile court officer shall establish written procedures for screening and 
approving referrals for services and make the procedures available to the district’s juvenile court 
officers and other approved referral entities.

70.401(3) The juvenile court officer shall determine the child to be in need of services as 
evidenced by one or more of the following situations:

a. Schools, parents, or community organizations, due to complaints of delinquent activities or 
activities that put a child at risk of involvement in the juvenile justice system, indicate the need 
for intervention and guidance of the child.

b. A petition has been filed alleging delinquent behavior.
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c. Juvenile court services action has been initiated including, but not limited to, diversion, 
informal adjustment agreements, and adjudication and disposition proceedings, including consent 
decrees.

70.401(4) The chief juvenile court officer may approve services for up to six consecutive 
months at a time, except that service approval shall not extend beyond the current state fiscal year 
unless a contract is in effect to assume the cost for the services provided in the next state fiscal 
year. The referring officer shall reevaluate the child’s eligibility and need for these services in 
accordance with procedures established by the respective juvenile court services district.

70.401(5) Referrals shall not be made or accepted when funds for the program are not 
available; the chief juvenile court officer shall inform referring entities when program funds 
are no longer available.

70.401(6) Each chief juvenile court officer may approve follow-up services for a child 
adjudicated to have committed a delinquent act upon the child reaching 18 years of age until 
the child is 21 years of age, as indicated in Iowa Code section 232.8(5)(a).

70.401(7) Service components. 
a. Services may include, but are not limited to, the following components:
(1) Cognitive-behavioral therapy.
(2) Group counseling.
(3) Mentoring.
(4) Behavioral contracting or contingency management.
(5) Family counseling, including child and parent relationships and parenting skills.
(6) Family crisis counseling.
(7) Mixed counseling.
(8) Social skills training.
(9) Challenge programs.
(10) Mediation.
(11) Restitution or community service.
(12) Remedial academic program.
(13) Individual counseling.
(14) Job-related training, including job-seeking skills, as well as training for specific jobs and 

on-the-job training experiences.
(15) Personal skills, including anger management, stress reduction, and self-esteem.
(16) Problem solving.
(17) Accountability and acceptance of responsibility.
(18) Victim empathy and self-advocacy.
(19) Activities of daily living and time management.
(20) School attendance and truancy issues.
(21) Violence prevention.
b. The contract must specify what is required of the provider, including transportation 

services, as needed.
c. Services may be co-located with school programs. Although the costs of the state-funded 

educational programming shall not be funded through the early intervention and follow-up 
programs/graduated sanctions appropriation, programs shall be developed so that there is close 
coordination between the treatment and the state-funded educational components.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.402 Reporting requirements. 
70.402(1) Providers of services shall submit all reports on each child receiving services to the 

assigned juvenile court officer, or other juvenile court services staff, at intervals specified in the 
contract. All required reports may be electronic, including, but not limited to, treatment plans, 
case updates, and progress reports, and shall include all required components specified in the 
contract.

70.402(2) The juvenile court officer shall file provider reports in the child’s electronic case 
file.

70.402(3) Additional reports may be required when requested by the juvenile court judge or 
the child’s juvenile court officer.

70.402(4) Any school-based program shall have established procedures for communication 
and for maintaining records on individual children receiving assistance. The procedure shall 
include methods for the timely communication of critical information to juvenile court services 
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and school officials, assurances that child abuse allegations shall be reported promptly in 
accordance with applicable Iowa statutes, and systems to safeguard the confidentiality of the 
child’s records.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.403 Contracted services referral process. 
70.403(1) Referral requirements. The juvenile court officer or other approved referral source 

shall:
a. Determine which service provider can best meet the child’s needs.
b. Complete the referral form, as applicable, and follow the district’s referral approval process.
c. Assist in the child’s transition to receive the service.
d. Follow up after the service has been provided.
70.403(2) Monitoring of service delivery. The juvenile court officer, or other approved referral 

source, shall monitor the delivery of services to children for whom the referral was made.
a. The juvenile court officer, or other approved referral source, shall review provider progress 

reports and maintain contact with the child, the child’s family, the provider, and other community 
agencies to adequately assess the child’s progress and need for service.

b. The referring juvenile court officer, the provider, the child, or the child’s representatives 
may report problems in service delivery to the chief juvenile court officer or designee.

70.403(3) Payment methodology. Rates for services shall be established through a service 
contract between the provider and the chief juvenile court officer based on the provider’s 
proposed budget. Rates may vary among providers for various types of services. The payment 
methodology and contract maximum shall be specified in the contract.

70.403(4) Provider standards. Providers shall have a contract with juvenile court services for 
services and agree to abide by all contract requirements, including, but not limited to, reporting, 
payment methodology, record retention, and billing and payment procedures. Providers of these 
services shall meet all of the following conditions:

a. Be selected and approved by the chief juvenile court officer or designee within each judicial 
district to provide the contracted services.

b. Use staff who, in the opinion of the chief juvenile court officer, have the necessary training 
and qualifications to provide quality services.

c. Make any changes to curriculum as requested by the chief juvenile court officer or designee.
d. Provide services to eligible children in the settings most suited to each child’s needs.
70.403(5) Performance and outcome measures. 
a. Each contract shall detail expected performance measures for the services provided.
b. Each contract shall detail expected outcomes of the service requirements for each child.
c. The provider shall report data as required in the service contract.
d. Juvenile court services shall determine preservice and postservice measures needed to track 

and record outcomes.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

Rule 70.404 Supportive enhancements. A funding application or referral for services or goods 
shall be completed by the referring juvenile court officer and include language to indicate how 
the services or goods reduce the risk factors of the eligible child. See monitoring of service 
delivery, provider standards, and outcome measures in subrules 70.403(2), (4), and (5).

70.404(1) Types of supportive enhancements. Supportive enhancements are individualized to 
address the child’s needs, including:

a. Living environment.
b. Accountability.
c. Basic needs.
d. Safety.
e. Social needs.
f. Educational needs.
g. Cultural needs.
70.404(2) Service eligibility. The eligible child shall be qualified for supportive enhancements 

without regard to individual or family income when the child is adjudicated delinquent or is 
determined by a juvenile court officer, or other approved referral entity, to be at risk and to be in 
need of the services or goods.
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a. Juvenile court services shall maintain in the child’s case file documentation, including the 
funding application or referral for services or goods, including language to indicate how the 
services or goods shall reduce the risk factors of the child, as well as the child’s adjudication or 
at-risk status.

b. The chief juvenile court officer shall establish written procedures for screening and 
approving funding applications or referrals for supportive enhancements and make the procedures 
available to the district’s juvenile court officers or other approved referring entities.

c. The chief juvenile court officer may approve supportive enhancements for up to six 
consecutive months at a time, except that service approval shall not extend beyond the current 
state fiscal year unless a contract is in effect to assume the cost for the services provided in 
the next state fiscal year. The referring officer shall reauthorize the child’s eligibility and need 
for these services in accordance with the procedures established by the respective juvenile court 
services district.

d. Referrals shall not be made or accepted when funds for the program are not available; 
the chief juvenile court officer shall inform referring entities when program funds are no longer 
available.

70.404(3) Service components. Supportive enhancements are to complement other services or 
interventions for a child served by the juvenile court services or other provider. These supports 
allow juvenile court services to intervene immediately with a support or incentive that is expected 
to reduce misbehavior or truancy and will lead to improved outcomes.

a. Alternative funds or services shall be utilized prior to supportive enhancements, when 
available.

b. Supportive enhancements may include, but are not limited to:
(1) Education-related services.
(2) Restitution.
(3) Crisis intervention.
(4) Transportation.
(5) Clothing and grooming supplies.
(6) Enrollment for prosocial activities.
(7) Other expenses as approved by the chief juvenile court officer.
70.404(4) Application process. An application for supportive enhancements is required and 

must state all of the following:
a. Purpose of the purchase.
b. Benefit to the child.
c. Intent to reduce criminogenic risk factors.
d. A statement that there is no other funding source available for these goods or services.
e. Verification that the child meets eligibility requirements defined in these rules.
70.404(5) Program requirements. 
a. For purchases valued over $10, the chief juvenile court officer or designee must approve an 

application prior to purchase of the goods or services.
b. For purchases valued $10 or under, it is strongly encouraged to have the application 

approved prior to receipt of the goods or services by the child. It is allowable to have only verbal 
or written approval by a supervisor and obtain formal approval of the application after the child 
receives the goods or services in certain situations.

c. All gift cards must be tracked using a tracking number and linked to the child receiving the 
card.

d. Recipient signoff is required and may consist of an email, letter, note, or other document 
signed by the child or the child’s guardian confirming receipt of the goods or services.

e. The hourly reimbursement rate for community service restitution is set by the chief juvenile 
court officers and reviewed annually.

f. A maximum annual cap for restitution for any one child is set by the chief juvenile court 
officers and reviewed annually. The referring juvenile court officer must request an exception to 
this policy for each child, as applicable.

70.404(6) Rate setting. Rates for supportive enhancements shall be established through a 
contract between the provider and the chief juvenile court officer. Rates may vary.
[Court Order December 2, 2022, effective July 1, 2023]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 232.192.
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CHAPTER  71
UNIFORM FAMILY LAW ARBITRATION RULES

Rule 71.1 Scope and applicability. 
71.1(1) Scope. The rules in this division apply to court proceedings arising from family law 

arbitration proceedings taken pursuant to the Iowa Uniform Family Law Arbitration Act in Iowa 
Code chapter 598A (Act).

71.1(2) Controlling law. If there is a conflict between the court rules in this division and the 
provisions of chapter 598A, Iowa Code chapter 598A controls.
[Court Order June 30, 2026, effective July 1, 2026]

Rule 71.2 Proceedings in arbitration. 
71.2(1) Filing petition with court. The court cannot take any action affecting the parties or the 

arbitration process unless a petition is filed with the court pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 598, 
600B, or 600C.

71.2(2) Existing contested case. Parties in a family law court proceeding may opt in to 
arbitration proceedings under the Act upon filing a notice of arbitration action with the court.

71.2(3) Filing petition post arbitration proceedings. If the parties complete arbitration without 
having filed a petition, the parties must file a petition and notice of arbitration before the court 
may enter final judgment on the case.

71.2(4) Required form. Parties must use the Notice of Arbitration Action Under Iowa Code 
Chapter 598A in Iowa Court rule 71.10—Form 1 of this chapter to opt in to family law 
arbitration proceedings under the Act.

71.2(5) Suspension of court proceedings. Upon filing of a notice of arbitration action, the 
court proceedings and established court deadlines will be suspended pending conclusion of the 
arbitration proceedings or request of a party or parties.
[Court Order June 30, 2026, effective July 1, 2026]

Rule 71.3 Requirements for entry of final order or decree. 
71.3(1) Child custody or visitation matters. Before the court may enter a final order or decree 

in an action involving child custody or visitation issues, the parties must demonstrate satisfaction 
of the requirements of Iowa Code section 598.15.

71.3(2) Waiting period before decree. Before the court may enter a final order or decree in any 
action brought pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 598, 600B, or 600C, the parties must demonstrate 
satisfaction of the requirements of Iowa Code section 598.19.
[Court Order June 30, 2026, effective July 1, 2026]

Rules 71.4 to 71.9 Reserved. 

Rule 71.10 Forms for uniform family law arbitration actions. All parties using the arbitration 
procedures of the Iowa Uniform Family Law Arbitration Act must use the forms listed in this 
rule.

 Form 1: Notice of Family Law Arbitration Action
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[Court Order June 30, 2026, effective July 1, 2026]
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