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In the Iowa Supreme Court

In the Matter of Adopting
Amendments to the Chapter 2 Order
Iowa Rules of Criminal Procedure

On June 30, 2020, Governor Kim Reynolds signed House File 2643 (2020
Iowa Acts ch. 1121). Section 114 of House File 2643 amended lowa Code
section 808.8(2) by providing that search warrant returns may now be signed
with a sworn statement, removing the requirement that search warrant returns
be signed under oath. Section 115 of House File 2643 provided that the
section 114 amendment would be effective upon the supreme court’s adoption
of rules of electronic search warrant procedure, subject to the court’s
transmission of those rules to legislative council.

On September 5, 2024, the court temporarily adopted the Chapter 14 lowa
Rules of Electronic Search Warrant Procedure effective November 4, 2024, with
the rules taking permanent effect subject to legislative council review consistent
with the provisions of 2017 Iowa Acts, chapter 37, section 9 and Iowa Code
section 602.4202.

With the adoption of the chapter 14 rules, the court adopts revised
Rule 2.36—Form 4: Return of Service, which removes the “under oath” and
notary portions of the form and replaces those with language consistent with
Iowa Code section 622.1 regarding sworn statements.

The amendments to Rule 2.36—Form 4: Return of Service are temporarily
adopted effective May 26, 2025. The amendments will permanently take effect
subject to legislative council review consistent with the provisions of lowa Code

section 602.4202.

Dated this 24th day of March 2025.
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Susan Larson Christensen, Chief Justice
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Rule 2.36 — Form 4: Return of Service.



