I am strongly opposed to restrictions on a woman’s choice and control over her body.

I grew up in the pre-Roe era.  I know what women had to do to overcome an unwanted pregnancy:  travel out of state or abroad, being blindfold while transported to an abortion site, never knowing if you had a licensed doctor to perform the abortion, and, sometimes, but often enough, dying as a result of a botched abortion.  By choosing to restrict abortion, you force these outcomes on women.
The consequences of abortion restrictions are well documented.  For example:
· The Turnaway Study by Dr. Diane Greene Foster, a decades long study concluded in 2016, comparing women who had abortions to those who wanted an abortion and were denied.  The results were dramatic, documenting the impact on the women’s health, their socioeconomic well-being since it was highly likely that they would raise the child on their own, and the economic consequences for these children. 

· The American Public Health Association, in its amicus brief in the Dobbs case, identified 14 states with the toughest restrictions on abortion.  These same states also had the weakest maternal and child health outcomes.
The state’s restriction on my bodily autonomy is a constant reminder of how little regard there is for women.  I feel like Lot’s daughters in Genesis 19 when Lot offered his daughters to be raped by the men of Sodom in exchange for not attacking the men staying in his home.  Now, Iowa is offering me and my body in exchange for this legislation. 
