I am Kristi Keast.  I have taught in Iowa’s public schools over 32 years.  I have worked in long term substitute positions and fulltime public teaching for 26 years. I have been an ISEA members all 26 years. I also taught three years in a private school where collective bargaining does not exist. So I know both sides.
I know you have heard the gut of Chapter 20 is a betrayal of public sector workers.  It is. A betrayal to each of us that accepted our side of the bargain to stay in Iowa, and serve the public good.

I am writing to say the biggest betrayal is to the students of Iowa.  If you support this bill you betray our almost half million public students who count on a well-educated, competent, and caring teacher in their classroom.  Students need consistency of that teacher being present. We build relationships so a student will share when they’re hungry, lonely, needing encouragement. We do so much more than teach the subject. Yet this bill will create the potential for revolving doors in the classroom.  A teacher dismissed for nothing more than a budget line. A neighboring district pays a living wage and the teacher must choose for the good of their own family. Or as we see already today, there is no teacher available and classes are doubled up, a string of substitutes come in and out.
Passage of this bill betrays students looking at public service, at teaching, nursing, public works and public protection, as an honorable way to serve their state.  They want to stay here and buck the trend of a shrinking, aging population. Yet their jobs will be in daily threat of dismissal, will not have recognition of further training they take to be better, and will not allow their own voice in determination of leaves and insurance. Our newest workers will look elsewhere and our shortages will grow worse. 
Of my 6 student teachers I have worked with, only one has stayed in Iowa. Five wonderful, hard working educators, reaching students in another state. I have a practicum student starting in my room today. She’s an Iowan, attending a small liberal arts college. She’s going to have student loans and want to create a good life for herself. And she will doubt the potential of being a teacher in Iowa.  If she asks me, I will not pass this betrayal on to her.
