School vouchers, which provide public funding for students to attend private schools, have been a controversial topic in Iowa and across the country.  Governor Reynolds has made instituting a voucher program in Iowa her #1 priority this session having failed to get it passed the past two legislative sessions.  I’m writing this to point out the differences between private and public schools and why this legislation goes against the ideals of educational equity and what I believe is simple common sense. 
Private schools play by their own rules because they do not receive state funding.  It is the entire premise of what defines them as “private.”  They set their own admission criteria and tuition.  They have no department of education accountability or oversight.  They do not have to follow the open meetings laws.  They are not required to provide transportation. They are able to admit any student they wish and can deny any student they wish. They are not required to provide special education services and can turn away students who qualify for it.  It’s an exclusive institution by design.  Public schools are required to educate EVERYONE within their district boundaries, regardless of income or academic ability.  Public schools are required to adhere to state and federal education standards.  Public schools must follow the open meetings laws and be transparent in how public funds are spent.  In summary, public schools are held accountable to the taxpayers who fund the schools.
The pro-voucher proponents want to give the same public school funding rate (approximately $7,500 per pupil) to private schools.  It will cost the state close to $300 million dollars to fund this proposal each year once it’s phased in.  Proponents argue this will give parents more choices on how and where to educate their children.  There is no guarantee students will have more choices when the school you apply to can turn you away.  Furthermore, with no transportation provided, how will parents without the means provide transportation to these schools?   
I am not anti-private schools.  They have a place in Iowa.  All I simply ask is to have a level playing field.  Private schools should no longer be treated as private if public funding supports them.  Play by the same rules we do in public education.  Be held accountable, be transparent, and educate ALL students who wish to attend your school.   
Sincerely,
Joe Burnett
Durant and Wilton ​Schools Superintendent

