Strong public schools are the bulwark of our democracy. The most significant instrument that has made our country a leader in our world has been its free educational system for all children. 
Yes, every child deserves a good education, and every parent deserves that for all of their children.
In the last half of the 20th century Iowa schools were at the top of the nation’s schools.  As the legislative support in Iowa has decreased, so has the rankings of Iowa schools.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Giving our tax monies to families to send their children to private school which decreases monies for the public schools and the poorer population that they serve will not serve our children adequately.  As we educate fewer and fewer of our children competently, our economy will suffer, our quality of life will suffer.  
Giving tax monies to people who decide to send their children to private school will not serve the people of the state of Iowa well.
Taking money away from public schools to support private schools is a horrible idea.
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