I am an Iowa native. I am a regular voter. Over the years I have voted at the polls in-person some elections and other elections I have voted via absentee ballot at an early voting site or through the mail. This past year during the COVID pandemic, I voted absentee as I am considered high-risk. The voting process was fair and safe.  The election process made it easy for everyone. We had a record number of voters. Our great democracy should continue to make the ability to vote easier. We should want to expand voting. HF 590 would suppress the vote. HF 590 would decrease the number of days prior to election day for absentee ballots. This would make it more difficult to vote. Voter suppression makes no sense for Iowa. In addition, the plan to purge voters after missing one general election unless they “take action” is ridiculous. The harsh punishments for local auditors are nothing but vindictive. This is not the Iowa that I know and love.  We should be expanding voting and not suppressing the vote. Why is the Iowa Legislature spending any time on suppressing the vote when we have so many other important issues that affect Iowans?
