An argument against HF 590

HF 590 is a vote suppression measure. 
Iowa Secretary of State, Pate, noted the election was fair, there were no instances of voter fraud, and that mail-in ballots are trustworthy and enable broader turnout.
The Georgia Secretary of State concurred that fraud and its associated litany of being stolen were lies; no election in any state was stolen or rigged. That is Trump’s great lie. It was false in November and remains so. 
Christopher Krebs, former Director of Homeland Security testified: "There is no evidence that any voting system deleted or lost votes, changed votes, or was in any way compromised."
All of these men are Republicans who dared to contradict Donald Trump’s lies.
And now the Iowa Legislature is proclaiming the same lies to support HF 590.

An article in the March 2021 issue of The Atlantic, When America Became a Democracy, Vann Newkirk traces the history of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and its effects on enfranchising Blacks. His point is that as federal vigilance has waned, challenges have mounted; accelerated through court decisions holding Section 4(b) and Section 5 of the VRA were unconstitutional, virtually ending federal monitoring and approval of measures that enforced the law were no longer necessary, noting ironically, because they worked so well, no small thanks to John Roberts. Absent, these protections the right to vote has been systematically dismantled by voter ID laws, and technocratic gerrymandering. The lesson is that states cannot be trusted to ensure that all voters can vote. Voters have been denied access to a place to vote, a means of registering that is not fraught with unnecessary rules, roll purging merely to force re-registration; all in the effort to suppress the vote.
But the only people calling foul, that the vote is rigged, are those who have shamelessly campaigned to RIG ELECTIONS through lies and intimidation. People who still profess belief in the lie that Trump won in a landslide. Perhaps this might make it clear: You might claim the Hawkeyes are the greatest college football team, but if their record is 1 and 62, you would likely fire the coach and recruit a new team. 

Christopher Krebs stated without reservation that the 2020 election was not rigged. NOT RIGGED! It was fair, not fraudulent. Even Trump used a mail-in ballot, the same methods used for over 20 years in Oregon without incident. The Iowa Republicans are lying and cheating to reduce those will vote. They tried it in Georgia but given the desire to participate and not be steamrolled by lies, Black voters in Georgia elected Democratic Senators despite all efforts to derail the election. 

Also, Brad Raffensperger, Georgia Secretary of State stood up to Trump and refused to bend and shatter the law. He rejected all of Trump’s claims. The people of Iowa must do the same and reject those Republican legislators who are selling this litany of lies.

Also, historic data cited by Alexander Keyssar, in The Right to Vote, show that the right to vote in America is not ever to be taken for granted, even for White males. The effort to suppress the vote cuts both ways. As they discovered in Georgia, you cannot lie and say the election was rigged and expect your own party to vote after the scorched earth effort to invalidate the election! As your mother might have said, you cannot HAVE and EAT your cake, too.

I call on all Iowans to stand firm against this poison effort to undermine the democratic process, continuing the attack on the foundations of the rule of law, due process, and the RIGHT to vote. 

Shame on those who would destroy what distinguishes America from police states who rule with fear through intimidation.

Thomas Shaff

