Right now, we are on track to become the first state to strip trans people of our civil rights under the Iowa Civil Rights Act. This is not just legislation—it is a direct attack on our existence. The truth is, this bill doesn’t make logical sense—not economically, not socially, not ethically. It is not about public safety, fairness, or the “greater good.” It is about fear.
Fear of a community that refuses to conform. Fear of people who embrace their authenticity. Fear of a world where people are free to be who they are without shame or punishment.
I know people who are fleeing this state—parents protecting their kids, adults being denied life-saving healthcare at 50 years old, people who see no other option but to leave the place they have called home.
Once you are done with us—
Which movement do you attack next?
When trans rights are erased, who will be next?
When our humanity is questioned, who will be next?
When our lives are made disposable, who will be next?
And so I must ask: Are you afraid, representatives?
Are you afraid of us embracing our most authentic selves? Afraid to watch us bloom? Or are you afraid of the undeniable truth that trans people will always exist—no matter how many times you try to erase us? 
You cannot erase what already is. Trans people have always existed. And no legislation, no restriction, no redefinition of “sex” will change that.
Perhaps truth is simply too large a pill for you all to swallow. But that does not make it any less real.
You can strip away our rights, but you will never steal our collective power.
Because if we have anything, it’s each other.
And through your cruelty, your fear, your relentless attempts to erase us, we will rise.
And one day, our presence will be so undeniable, so radiant, that even you will have no choice but to reckon with the light that you tried to destroy.
We will fight.
We will resist.
We will not surrender our right to exist.
Jo Allen


