As United Methodists, we believe that all people are created in the image of God and have sacred worth, and that certain basic human rights are due to everyone. We are committed to supporting the equal rights, liberties, and protections of all people, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.  We oppose HF583 and SF418 that would remove Gender Identity from Iowa Code Chapter 216 of the Iowa Civil Rights Act which currently prohibits discrimination in employment, wages, public accommodations, housing, education, and credit practices. Discrimination against transgender individuals did not end with the inclusion of Gender Identity in the Iowa Civil Rights Act, but it did reduce many discriminatory practices and provided the opportunity to file complaints with the Iowa Civil Rights Commission and afforded a variety of remedies against such practices.  That has been a positive development, and we believe that rights of transgender Iowans would be adversely impacted by removal of Gender Identity from Chapter 216.  We also oppose the language that seeks to make Gender synonymous with Sex, which appears to be not just an attempt to reduce the rights of transgender Iowans, but to statutorily deny their existence. We would ask that both HF583 and its companion bill SF418 not move forward. Thank you
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