Fellow Iowans,
I am here today to ask that you do not further this bill and vote No. As an ordained pastor, it is in my call to speak for justice on behalf of the poor and oppressed. This is a difficult time in our world. There is hate and violence everywhere you look. I urge you to stop the hate. Stop bowing to the powers-that-be that perpetuate hate and discriminate against anyone who opposes them. 
Instead of spreading hate, let’s join together for the common good, for the good of all the people that you represent, not just a few. As representatives elected by the people to serve in Government office, let me remind you what the Government is for (as stated by John Adams) “Government is instituted for the common good: for the protection, safety, prosperity, and happiness of the people; and not for the profit, honor, or private interest of any one man, family, or class of men.” 
This bill is not about safety, because quite frankly I would feel a lot safer in a room full of transgender, non-binary, and drag queens than I would in a room full of cisgendered white males. 
This bill is about your own personal vendetta to make other people feel less you – to make yourselves feel superior to others. This bill strips away people’s humanity. It strips away their protections to live a life in safety, with prosperity and happiness – all the things that you as lawmakers are to uphold for the people that you serve. 
As a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ, I am commanded by God to “Do onto others as you would have them do unto you.” (Matthew 7:12)
I believe many of us call that the Golden Rule. The rule that we should live by. So, I ask you, “If you do not want your right to protection, your right to safety, your right to prosperity, and your right to happiness taken away – then do not take these things away from others, just because you don’t agree with their lifestyle.” 
Because let me be honest, we who claim to be heterosexuals, either male or female, we probably won’t agree with how each of us lives either. 
So, I urge you – Stop the hate and protect all the people that you serve. 
