


                                                                 
I have respect for private schools.   Iowans have had the option to enroll their children in private schools since 1989.  While public schools must accept all students, ESAs (Education Savings Accounts) or vouchers give the illusion of school choice. 
In reality, ESAs take money away from public schools and decrease services available to public school children.  Private schools have little or no accountability, which could lead to corruption.  Undesirable groups can start their own school that will receive public funding.   The voucher program, which has been in effect for the last three years, has used public funds which were designated for public schools.
This fall, an extra $315 million of additional money will be spent on the ESV, for private schools. That’s because any parent, despite their income may apply.  FYI: 90% of kids go to public schools while 8% go to private schools.
The private school vouchers are not a school choice for parents.  It’s a choice by the private school. They have the power to choose if they’ll accept your child.   They can deny admission to any child for any reason:  disability, GPA, etc.  Private school tuition costs could rise higher before the distribution of ESA, meaning lower-income families may still not be able to afford it.  Families who are being subsidized with voucher money, are families who were already planning to send their children to private schools.
Public money should be spent on public schools. I urge lawmakers to fully fund our public schools and ensure that every child—regardless—has of their zip code or background access.



