COMMITTEE MINUTESfor
AGRICULTURE

Date: January 25, 2012 Place: Room 22
Convened: 1/25/2012  Recessed: Reconvened: Adjourned: 1/25/2012
2:05PM 3:00 PM

Present: Senators Seng-CH, Fraise-VC, Black, Bowman, Courtney, Greiner, Hahn, Hancock, Houser,
Kapucian, Kibbie, Rielly

Absent: None

Excused:  Senator Johnson-RM

The neeting was called to order at 2:05 pm by Chairman Seng. Roll call was
taken with all menbers present except Senator Johnson who was excused.

Ji m Frederick, President, Conservation Districts of lowa and Kelly Tobin,
Chair, State Soil Conservation Committee were introduced. M. Frederick spoke
on soil and water conservation issues and expl ai ned the benefits of strong
natural resource funding in conserving our rapidly eroding topsoil. M. Tobin
presented the reconmended budget request presented to the Secretary of
Agriculture to fund these prograns noting |lowa has over 94%of its land in
agricul tural production but ranks 47th in the nation on conservation spendi ng.

Steve Peterson, Biofuels Product Manager at Monsanto spoke on new devel opnment s
in utilization of corn stover treated with quicklime to inprove feed val ue and
profit per head in cattle. New harvest nethods also benefit soil and storage
i ssues and require less labor. Genetic devel opnents have added to the val ue
per acre and require less water to yield nore corn.

Senat or Houser noved to arise at 3:00 pm

Senator Dr. Joe M. Seng

Angie DePaepe, Committee Secretary



