
COMMITTEE MINUTES for
EDUCATION

Date: January 26, 2009 Place: Rm 103, Supreme Court Chamber

Convened: 1/26/2009
3:05 PM

Recessed: Reconvened: Adjourned: 1/26/2009
4:05 PM

Present: Representatives Wendt-CH, Ficken-VC, May-RM, Abdul-Samad, Bukta, Cohoon, Cownie,
Dolecheck, Ford, Forristall, Heddens, Kelley, Koester, Mascher, Miller, L., Palmer, Raecker,
Schulte, Steckman, Sweeney, Thede, Tymeson, Willems

Absent: None

Excused: None

Meeting Convened at 3:05pm

The attendance was taken.

Minutes of the last meeting were approved.

Chair Rep. Wendt assigned the following committees

HF 7 (Ch) Abdul-Samad, Bukta, Sweeney.
HSB 22 (Ch) Cohoon, Steckman, Dolecheck.
HSB 23 (Ch) Willems, Thede, Schulte
HSB 24 (Ch) Abdul-Samad, Ficken, Miller L.
HSB 25 (Ch) Abdul-Samad, Ficken, Miller L.
HSB 26 (Ch) Kelley, Ficken, Sweeney
HSB 27 (Ch) Bukta, Schulte, Thede
HSB 38 (Ch) Ford, Cownie, Heddens
HSB 40 (Ch) Heddens, Dolecheck, Mascher
HSB 41 (Ch) Heddens, Cownie, Wendt
HF 16 (Ch) Kelley, Steckman, Koester
HF 26 (Ch) Wendt, Willems, Koester
HF 38 (Ch) Kelley, Steckman, Miller L.
HF 40 (Ch) Heddens, Ford, Cownie

The chair recognized Judy Jeffrey, Director of the Iowa Department of
Education to give her report to the committee.

Director Jeffrey reported
- Iowa has 472,628 students enrolled in K-12 education and has 34,823
full-time teachers.
- Since 1972, our all time high for enrollment, there has been a 32% decline
in student enrollment in Iowa.
- 53 of the districts are serving less than 300 students. The majority of our
districts serve 300 to 600 students, which is ten percent of the student
population.
- White students make up 85.2% of students, Hispanic - 6.5%, African American
- 5.6%, and Asian - 0.6%
- Low income students are increasing in Iowa, by 33.4%, and the largest
increase has been in the free lunch category.
- The number of special education students has remained the same.
- Largest shortages of teachers are in math and science classes required for
high school graduation.
- Between Iowa?s largest and smallest districts, a $12,000 difference exists
in teacher salary.
- Iowa has no 'persistently dangerous' schools, but 21,000 students were
placed in 'out of school suspension' for behavior issues or fighting.
- 54.8% of public funds come from the State revenue, 40.9% comes from local
taxes, and 4.3% comes from Federal revenue. Of all the above combined funds,
77% is spent on students, 9% on maintenance, and 11% on administration.
- The state cost per pupil is $5,546 for 2009, which makes Iowa 41st in the
nation. None of the surrounding Midwest states spend less than Iowa.
- 43% of school districts offer preschool, however, the preschool is not
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always open to all students in those districts.
- In the 4th and 8th grades, some improvement has been made in closing the
achievement gap in racial groups and students with disabilities, especially in
math.
- 37% of 11th grade students take a higher math courses. Higher numbers of
high school students also are taking science and foreign language courses.
- ACT exams have been taken by an increasing number of students and the
average state score is 22.4.
- In the 2006-2008 reporting, fewer 11th grade students were proficient in
math, reading and science than in 2000. Also the achievement gap is larger in
the 11th grade.
- Further information regarding achievement levels by grade can be found in
the pamphlet that Jeffrey handed out.

The chair opened the committee for questions to Director Jeffrey.

The chair recognized Representative Mascher for a question regarding poverty
rates versus achievement rates and how the state is to deal with this.

The chair recognized Representative Tymeson for a question regarding student
achievement and why students are graduating below the proficient 11th grade
level.

The chair recognized Representative May for a question regarding the Condition
of Education report and ACT scores versus international education achievement.

The chair recognized Representative Ford for a question on 2014 compliance for
No Child Left Behind.

Representative Wendt asked a question regarding the need for math and science
teachers in Iowa.

The chair recognized Representative Thede for a question regarding
discrepancies in the health report for the 2008 Condition of Education.

The chair recognized Representative Tymeson for a question regarding why Iowa
has increased employment of teachers with decreasing enrollment of students.

The chair thanked Director Jeffrey for her time with the committee.

The chair adjourned at 4:02 pm.

Representative Roger Wendt

Erica L. Shannon, Committee Secretary

2


