
COMMITTEE MINUTES for
AGRICULTURE

Date: February 18, 2008 Place: Rm 102, Supreme Court Consult Rm

Convened: 2/18/2008
3:10 PM

Recessed: Reconvened: Adjourned: 2/18/2008
4:00 PM

Present: Representatives Mertz-CH, Whitaker-VC, Drake-RM, Davitt, De Boef, Dolecheck, Frevert,
Gayman, Greiner, Huseman, Kuhn, Miller, H., Olson, S., Rayhons, Reasoner, Struyk, Swaim,
Wenthe, Worthan

Absent: None

Excused: Representatives Reichert, Zirkelbach

The meeting was called to order by Representative Mertz.

Roll call was taken.

Representative Mertz introduced guest speaker Jeff Robinson who is with the
Legislative Services Agency. Robinson's presentation was on how the
agricultural productivity calculation is determined and its past and future
impact on agricultural property taxes. In addition he compared these results
to other property taxes; i.e., residential, commercial, industrial, etc.
Following questions and answers, Representative Mertz thanked Robinson for his
informative presentation.

HSB 679, an act providing for a research effort to mitigate odor emitted from
livestock operations, was assigned to subcommittee: Reichart, Chair; Gayman;
Wenthe; DeBoef; and Worthan.

Representative Drake indicated that he would like to see a study committee
appointed for the purpose of addressing agricultural interests in regard to
property taxes.

As there was no additional business to come before the committee,
Representative Miller moved to arise.

Representative Dolores Mertz

Donna Downey, Committee Secretary
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