COMMITTEE MINUTESfor
VETERANS AFFAIRS

Date: January 16, 2008 Place: Room 24
Convened: 1/16/2008  Recessed: Reconvened: Adjourned: 1/16/2008
4:00 PM 4:45 PM

Present: Senators Beall-CH, Warnstadt-V C, Seymour-RM, Danielson, Hartsuch, Horn, Kibbie,
McKinley, Ragan

Absent: None

Excused:  Senators Black, McKibben

Next neeting at 11:30 am (not 4:00)
Comments: veterans issues are nonpartisan

Presentati on:

Bob Hol liday (board chair of IA Gold Star MIlitary Miseum) and Col Russ Bierl
(Museum Director)

Thanks to Legislature for supporting this nuseum

Located at National Guard HQ Canp Dodge to honor ALL |owans who have served
inthe mlitary, regardl ess of age, rank, division

Di spl ayed pl ans for expansion of project

At t endance has increased beyond expectations, with visitors fromall over the
country

| mportant to educate young peopl e

Facility is free of charge, do sonme travelling education, connected to ICN
Museun®?s utilities paid by federal governnent because it is classified as a
training facility

2 fulltinme state enpl oyees (Col. Bierl and curator)

Equi prent, exhibits, archives, etc. ? Miseum has access to national Center of
Mlitary History

Addi tional thanks for the Gold Star Famlies |icense plates

Sen. Seynour opening comrents: Qur work is inportant and bipartisan, and our
vet erans deserve it.
Sen. Warnstadt: G ad to be here.

Assi gnment of subconmittees:

SSB 3032: Sen. Horn (Chair), Sen. Beall, Sen. Hartsuch

SSB 3033: Sen. Warstadt (Chair), Sen. Kibbie, Sen. MKinley
SSB 3034: Sen. Danielson (Chair), Sen. Ragan, Sen. MKi bben
SSB 3035: Sen. Black (Chair), Sen. Horn, Sen. MKi bben

2007 SF 471: Sen. Daniel son wi shes for no further consideration.

Send to LSA for drafting:

Trust Fund Statute Proposed Changes (proposed by Pat Pal nershei mand Steve
Mul cahy)

M nor change to Gold Star Fanmilies license plate ? change definition of Cold
Star Family

Sen. Seynour voi ces support

I A Veterans Council Legislative Resolutions ? each will be pursued further,
i ncl udi ng

A. Veterans? home ? full funding

B. Every county have an office of Veterans Affairs

C. Matching funds for Vets service orgs

D. Continue funding Vets Trust Fund, and prevent non-Vets from access to it
Const anendnent to give at least 5 nmil/yr, til it has 50 mil in 2015

E. Property tax exenptions



Vi et Nam bonus (1973-1975) (500Kk/yr)

Exenpt vets fromstate incone tax while on active federal duty

Exenpt disability/retirement pay fromincone tax

Limt change to property taxes for veterans

Continue injured veteran grant

Fully fund Dept of Veterans Affairs & State Vets Cenetery

Conti nue Horme Oanership Assi stanance G ant

State funding for disabled vets? chil dren?s post-secondary educati on

Di sabl ed Vet eran Busi ness Set Aside Program

. Limt cost of state-funded education for veterans

Al so: ensure nondiscrimnation in child custody, work to transfer military
skills to state-licensed jobs, approve Veterans Home construction project,
nmake job vacancy information avallable to returning service nenbers.

NXXOZZTImm

Sen. Ki bbie asks that we have soneone brief/update the conmittee on the status
of Viet Nam bonus clainms, etc.

Distributed summary of Gov. Cul ver?s proposed budget for Departnent of
Veterans Affairs

Conmandant Steen coments:
Need state funding to get matching federal noney. Entire project (through
2020) will cost $100 mllion (possible to save $18 nil if done sooner).

Conmandant Steen would like to deliver formal presentation to conmittee. He

al so shared a letter froma veteran appealing for nore resources to honor the
service of veterans.

I ntroductions of guests to conmittee

Sen. Dani el son requests a cl ear delineation between budget areas, such as
capital and operational expenses. Chairman suggests inviting guests back, as
wel | as governor?s staff, to clarify

Sen. Warnstadt noves to adjourn

Senator Daryl Bedll

Chelsea Lepley, Committee Secretary



