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Legislative Council

l. Procedural Business

Call to Order. The eighth meeting of the 2019-2020 Legislative Council was called to order by
Chairperson Grassley at 2:00 p.m., September 25, 2020. All members present were in attendance via
a telecommunications connection.

Approval of Prior Minutes. Vice Chairperson Whitver moved that the minutes of the Legislative Council
meeting of July 17, 2020, be approved without additions or corrections. The motion was approved by a
voice vote.

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

Il. Emergency Election Directive

Chairperson Grassley recognized Ms. Molly Widen, Legal Counsel, Secretary of State’s Office, to
discuss the Secretary of State’s emergency election directive dated September 18, 2020 (attachment).
Ms. Widen explained the directive, which does all of the following:

1. For elections occurring in calendar year 2020, requires that county auditors mail absentee
ballots to voters who submitted valid requests and are covered by the provisions of lowa
Code section 53.22 (balloting by confined persons).

2. For elections occurring in calendar year 2020, provides that otherwise acceptable forms
of identification that have an expiration date of January 1, 2020, or later, are considered
current and valid.

3. Authorizes county auditors to convene their absentee and special voters precinct boards
during the hours that the county auditor’s office is open on October 31, 2020, for the purpose
of preparing absentee ballots for tabulation.

4. Permits the Secretary of State to authorize the emergency relocation of a polling place
pursuant to administrative rule for elections occurring in calendar year 2020 without prior
approval from the Legislative Council.

After Ms. Widen’s overview of the directive, Chairperson Grassley recognized Senator Petersen.
Senator Petersen asked Ms. Widen what voters who are in quarantine on election day should do in
order to vote. Ms. Widen answered that the Secretary of State’s office recommendation is for such
voters to go to their polling places and use curbside voting, as all polling places have curbside voting
access as well as personal protective equipment.

Vice Chairperson Whitver then moved to approve the directive as written. The motion was adopted
unanimously on a roll call vote.

1. Attachment
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