Comment Report

SF 470
A bill for an act relating to the redemption of and payment of refund value on beverage containers, making
appropriations, providing penalties, and including effective date provisions.(Formerly SF 368.)

Subcommittee Members: Dawson-CH, Goodwin, Jochum

Date: 03/31/2021
Time: 12:00 PM
Location: RM 24A

Name: Terese Grant

Comment: We want to make sure lowa's bottle redemptions remain convenient to all lowans and
give lowa's recyclers an additional penny to help these businesses thrive and expand.
It's been many years since the redemption rate was set. It's time to raise the handling
fee by a penny and reject all proposals that take the containers out of grocery stores
without a plan to ensure accessible options for all lowans, including those who do
not have reliable transportation, live in rural areas, or work odd hours.

Name: Randy Renner

Comment: Redemption Centers need at least an additional penny handling fee. How many other
businesses do you know who have gone without a "raise" for over 40 years? Come
on people get real! These people do the state a service and have received nothing for
there hard work.



Name: Linda Schreiber

Comment: See uploaded file



Updated Bottle Bill legislation should put lowa consumers first,
incorporate modern architecture

First, thank you for your efforts to improve lowa’s bottle bill.

Americans — not just lowans — need a modern architecture that allows consumers to conveniently return
beverage containers. The bottle bill isn’t just about the industry — grocers (retail) and distributors —it’s
about consumers and our environment.

The bottle bill must be updated to reflect and address the issues and uses of today by

1. Increasing the handling fee will allow retail stores additional funds to incorporate reverse
vending technology (automated redemption machines) and encourage entrepreneurs to open
redemption centers.

2. Increasing the deposit fee will encourage consumers to redeem bottles and cans.

3. Indexing both the handling and deposit fees to inflation and/or the cost of living to initiate an
automatic increase in fees at an appropriate point to provide a timely revenue-generating
mechanism.

4. Expanding the beverage market to include more bottles and cans that use the very same
containers (i.e., bottled water, tea, and energy drinks) as current beverages covered by the
existing law helps protect the environment and natural resources.

5. Determine greater and more stringently-enforced penalties to be assessed to violators and
determine what agency will assess the penalties and ensure adherence to the law.

6. Move the administration of the container deposit law to the Department of Revenue —it is
ideally suited to create procedures to track unclaimed deposits and follow the money, which is
at the heart of the bottle bill (for distributors and retail/grocers).

7. Create a fund from the unclaimed deposits for grants to

® assist stores with the purchase of reverse vending machines
¢ allow environmental groups to apply for environmental purposes

8. Recycling, while good, is not the complete solution. Adding more recycling programs will cost
municipalities that are ultimately passed on to taxpayers.

9. Redemption is critical to maintaining an adequate supply chain for manufacturers.

10. Asking consumers to drive to redeem is an unreasonable burden — especially when the current
law requires sellers to redeem.

The bottle bill can be updated to be a win-win for everyone. Encouraging redemption over litter control
provides grocers and redemption centers opportunities to operate fiscally-sound operations, keeps
containers in the supply chain, and allows containers to be used at the highest levels which ultimately
protects the environment too. These steps will maintain the costs within the industries affected and
won't raise or pass costs to consumers or taxpayers.

Thank you again for your efforts —

Linda Schreiber
LWVIA, LWVIC
lowa City, IA
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