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Dear Chairman Guth and committee members, 
 
My name is Kenn Quinn and I am a Regional Director with US Term Limits and I am testifying today in support 
of SJR11 for a Congressional Term Limits Amendment. I would like to begin by reading a quote by George 
Washington as he described the tactics of the Anti-Federalists to stop the ratification of the Constitution;  
 
“for their objections are better calculated to alarm the fears, than to convince the judgment of their readers. 
They build them upon principles which do not exist in the Constitution—which the known & literal sense of it, 
does not support them in; and this too, after being flatly told that they are treading on untenable ground and after 
an appeal has been made to the letter, & spirit thereof, for proof: and then, as if the doctrine was 
incontrovertible, draw such consequences as are necessary to rouse the apprehensions of the ignorant, & 
unthinking.” ~ George Washington to Bushrod Washington, Nov 9th, 1787. 
 
I shared that quote because the same tactics are being used today against the Constitution’s amending provision. 
On a personal note, I used to believe in the false narrative of the “runaway” convention because I was only 
reading false information from an organization that opposes the States from using their constitutional authority 
under Article V in order to silence the voice of the American people. I would hand out their information to 
legislators in my own state, warning them to never support an Article V convention because it would rewrite the 
Constitution. Sadly, I believed this false propaganda because I never bothered to take the time to read the writings 
of the Framers nor researched the history of Article V for myself. Once I did, I soon realized I was being misled 
and immediately embraced the Article V convention as the tool we need to use to check our runway Congress. 
 

Article V Myth Busting: The Historical Evidence and Truth About the Article V Convention 
 

1. The 1787 Federal Convention was not called by Congress to solely revise the Articles of Confederation. 
2. The 1st day of the Federal Convention demonstrated the fact that the delegates had full authority. 
3. The Framers intent was a limited convention to only the amendment applied for by 2/3s of the legislatures. 
4. The Framers voted against giving Article V the power of a Constitutional Convention (Con Con). 
5. Madison explained the two types of conventions; a Con-Con (first principles) and Article V (forms). 
6. Federalist 85: The Article V convention allows state legislatures to propose a single amendment. 
7. Federalist 85: The difference between a Con-Con and an Article V convention are described. 
8. Federalist 40: Madison refutes the charge that the Convention exceeded its authority (runaway convention). 
9. The state legislatures unanimously approved the new ratification requirement by calling state conventions. 
10. Madison’s quote (tremble) proves he opposed a 2nd Constitutional Convention Not an Article V Convention. 
11. The Debate in Congress in regard to the 1st Article V application proves the convention is limited. 
12. The Article V convention simply gives the States same opportunity Congress has used over 12,000 times. 
13. The 400 + Article V applications submitted by the state legislatures to Congress prove a limited convention. 
14. The legislatures passing Article V applications were the impetus to seventeen of our amendments. 
15. The States have a long rich history of meeting in conventions to propose solutions to problems. 
16. The Washington Peace Conference of 1861 proposed an amendment to the Constitution (prevent Civil War). 
17. The States have held 233 conventions, adopting 143 constitutions and ratifying 6,000 amendments. 
18. The ULC is a convention of the states is held annually (since 1892) and functions as an Article V convention. 
19. The North Dakota Legislature currently has five Model Acts from the ULC under consideration. 
20. The 2017 Phoenix Convention adopted rules for an Article V convention. We Know How the Rules Work. 
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In closing, I encourage you to please research this issue yourself by reading the writings of the Framers and the 
historical documents to know the truth and to see the wisdom they had in giving you, our state legislators, the 
authority to use Article V as a check against our runaway federal government. I hope that you will vote to pass 
SJR11 which is for a non-partisan, single-amendment, which has the support of over 82% of the American 
people, crossing party lines; Congressional Term Limits. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kenn Quinn 
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