Public Comment on HF 2652
Chair and members of the subcommittee,
My name is Tiffany Skaggs, and I am a family child care educator in Waverly, Iowa and the owner of Little Explorers Family Child Care. I also serve on the Governing Board of the Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children and work with early childhood educators across our state.
In my program, I see every day how young children learn best—through play, exploration, and responsive relationships. Play-based learning is not simply “free play.” It is how young children develop language, problem-solving, persistence, creativity, and self-regulation—skills that are critical for later academic success and long-term workforce readiness.
Research in early childhood education consistently shows that developmentally appropriate, play-based learning provides the strongest foundation for school readiness. When early learning environments become overly academic too early, it can reduce engagement and work against how young children naturally develop.
Policies that recognize the importance of play-based learning help ensure that Iowa’s youngest learners build the strong developmental foundations they need to succeed in school, in their communities, and eventually in Iowa’s workforce.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Tiffany Skaggs
Little Explorers Family Child Care
Waverly, Iowa

