Richard Rogers/IFC Testimony in the House on SF2263 – 3/12/2026
Iowa Firearms Coalition strongly supports enactment of SF2263.
The main thrust of this bill, important provisions of which have previously passed the House in substantially the same form, is to eliminate some of the few remaining phony “No Guns Zones” in Iowa law. Such “phony” zones are those where a malum prohibitum statute or regulation purports to “ban” firearms, but no comprehensive security is in place to enforce the rule. Comprehensive venue security necessarily includes restricted ingress and egress, adequate screening for weapons, and armed security personnel. It is well documented that many twisted souls who aspire to mass murder deliberately target such places, expecting that they will face no armed resistance. The phrase “shooting fish in a barrel” is apropos.
 
Such rules serve only to disarm honest citizens, whose compliance often forces them to forgo having their normal personal defensive tools available from the time they leave home until they return, no matter how long their day or how many or what sorts of other places they may need to visit. Our government is intended to secure the peoples’ rights, not abuse them. Thus, government must not disarm peaceable citizens except at times and places where it provides comprehensive security.

Division I will protect the otherwise lawful carrying, transportation, or possession of a dangerous weapon, in private vehicles in non-secure parking lots operated by state or local government. It requires that weapons be out of sight and the vehicle locked when unoccupied. National Guard parking lots are excepted. This provision is intended to put state employees on an equal footing with those of local governments. Iowa Code 724.28 already prohibits political subdivisions from restricting weapons in conflict with state law, but state policies vary by department or agency. This provision will provide uniformity that can be altered only by the legislature, not bureaucrats.

Division II bars DHS rules from prohibiting the otherwise lawful carrying, transportation, or possession of a firearm in motor vehicles used to transport a child in foster care. There is no reason to prevent foster children from receiving the same care for their security that parents afford their natural or adopted children.
Division IV simply replaces the misleading title of “Weapons Free Zones” from 724.4A. It rewords the statute, but does not change its operation in any way. This apparently aspirational title has caused much confusion over the years, as too many mistakenly believe it makes it a crime to have a gun within 1,000’ of a school or park. It does not. It merely doubles the fine imposed for a conviction of a public offense committed with a firearm in those areas. Too many local governments have erroneously claimed that this statute requires them to restrict the possession of weapons in these areas – or even on public busses that may pass within them – in violation of Iowa Code 724.28, which prohibits any such local regulation of weapons that conflicts with state law.
Many policies restricting weapons were enacted during an era when Iowa’s laws did not truly recognize the right to bear arms as a right. Rather, it was treated as a privilege that might be granted, within strict limitations. Times have changed. Twenty years ago, only around 25,000 Iowans held a Permit to Carry Weapons. By 2020, that number had risen to about 425,000 Iowans, a great many of whom actually carry a personal firearm with them as a matter of routine. In recent years, the original understanding of Second Amendment protections has been restored by changes in Iowa’s law and Constitution and by a series of Supreme Court rulings since 2008. The Court has made clear that Second Amendment rights are NOT second-class rights, the Second Amendment protects the right to carry a firearm in public for self-defense, and that “Shall not be infringed” is the Second Amendment’s “unqualified command”.

IFC urges passage of SF2263.
