Dear subcommittee members, 
I am writing to strongly encourage this committee to strike Section 16 from this bill.
Section 16 would codify a SNAP food restriction waiver for Iowa that has only been operating since January 1, 2026, and has not yet been proven effective in improving healthy eating habits. Additionally, while this waiver does not come at a high cost directly to our state budget, implementing these waivers in Iowa and across many other states is incredibly costly for retailers. The National Grocers Association estimates that the upfront costs of implementing SNAP restrictions are projected to be approximately $1.6 billion across the industry (1.9% of 2024 net income for all retailers), with ongoing annual costs estimated at $759.1 million per year. These costs will be passed along to consumers in the form of higher grocery prices. At a time when grocery prices have already jumped nearly 30% in the last five years, we believe it would be prudent for this committee to reconsider extending this costly waiver indefinitely before we have any evidence demonstrating its impact and effectiveness.
While we want all families to have access to nutritious foods and the ability to make healthy choices, we continue to believe that proven, evidence-based policies like Double Up Food Bucks present the best way to accomplish this goal and support low-income children and families in affording the nutritious foods they need to thrive. We are grateful to the Senate HHS Committee for proposing SSB 3145, which would appropriate additional state dollars to DUFB, and we hope to see that bill move forward.
If the decision is made to retain Section 16, I would like to propose several areas where the language could be revised to ensure this bill allows the legislature to retain control over the future of Iowa’s SNAP restriction waiver and ensures Iowa maintains participation in SNAP. In its current form, the bill states that SNAP will be administered with a food restriction waiver specifying that eligible foods are “healthy foods as defined by the director or the director’s designee.” This would essentially strip the legislature of its ability to provide input on what Iowa’s healthy food waiver should look like moving forward. We encourage you to revise this language to allow the legislature to maintain oversight of the waiver and consider retaining the language from the existing waiver rather than relying on an undefined “healthy food” standard.
Additionally, Subsection (a) of Section 16 appears to dictate that Iowa will only participate in SNAP if a food restriction waiver is in place, while Subsection (b) appears to contradict that requirement. Clarifying this language to ensure that Iowa will maintain continuous participation in SNAP regardless of whether a restriction waiver is approved by USDA is essential. These waivers were not approved by past administrations, and should a new administration decline to approve them in the future, it is critical that we ensure the 260,000 children and families across Iowa who rely on SNAP do not lose access to food assistance.
Thank you for your consideration,
Paige Chickering

