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Require the RRT Credential for Respiratory Therapy Licensure
Position of the American Association for Respiratory Care (AARC)
The AARC supports state legislation like HSB 711 that requires the Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) credential as the minimum standard for new respiratory therapy licensees, while protecting currently licensed practitioners through appropriate grandfathering provisions.
Respiratory therapists care for the most medically fragile patients — including those requiring:
· Mechanical ventilation
· Advanced airway management
· Neonatal and pediatric critical care
· Chronic disease management (COPD, asthma, pulmonary fibrosis)
The RRT credential demonstrates verified competency in both knowledge and clinical decision-making through nationally standardized examination and simulation assessment.
A uniform minimum standard strengthens public protection.
Respiratory care has evolved dramatically over the past two decades:
· Ventilator technology is more complex
· Patients are sicker and discharged earlier
· Home-based and chronic disease management roles are expanding
· Advanced diagnostic interpretation is increasingly required
The RRT credential reflects current practice expectations and ensures licensees are prepared for today’s clinical environment.
Healthcare professions nationwide are moving toward higher minimum credential standards. Requiring the RRT:
· Reinforces respiratory therapy as a profession grounded in competency
· Encourages educational progression
· Aligns with long-term workforce modernization goals
Addressing Common Concerns
Will this remove current therapists from practice?
No. Properly drafted legislation protects existing licensees.
Will this worsen workforce shortages?
States that have adopted RRT entry standards have not experienced workforce collapse. Clear timelines and transition planning prevent disruption.
Is this about scope expansion?
No. This is about competency alignment with existing practice complexity.
Requiring the Registered Respiratory Therapist credential as the minimum standard for new licensees:
· Strengthens patient safety
· Aligns regulation with modern practice
· Improves interstate mobility
· Supports long-term workforce sustainability
The AARC urges policymakers to adopt this measured, forward-looking reform.
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