Chairman and Members of the Committee,
I rise in Opposition to HJR 2004.
This resolution calls for an Article V Convention to limit federal power, impose fiscal restraints, and enact term limits for Congress. While those goals may sound appealing, they misdiagnose where the real problem lies.
The driving force behind federal expansion and unsustainable spending is not simply “career politicians.” It is the modern administrative state — the vast network of federal agencies that write regulations, interpret statutes, distribute grants, and enforce policy with minimal direct accountability to voters.
Congress often passes broad framework legislation. But it is unelected agencies that draft the rules, determine compliance standards, attach conditions to funding, and shape daily governance. That is where much of the financial burden originates — through regulatory mandates, administrative rulemaking, entitlement formulas, and federal-state grant structures that create long-term dependency.
Term limits do not dismantle that system. In fact, they can strengthen it. When experienced legislators rotate out, institutional knowledge shifts further into the hands of permanent agency staff and career bureaucrats — the very actors already insulated from elections.
Likewise, “fiscal restraints” written into the Constitution will not stop spending driven by automatic programs, regulatory mandates, and emergency powers administered through executive agencies.
If we truly want to limit federal overreach, the focus must be on restoring legislative accountability, narrowing delegations of authority, reforming administrative rulemaking, and reasserting state sovereignty within our existing constitutional structure.
Opening the Constitution through an Article V convention risks unpredictable structural change while leaving the administrative machinery intact.
The problem is not merely Congress. It is the transfer of governing power from elected representatives to unelected administrators.
For that reason, I respectfully urge you to oppose HJR 2004.
Thank you.

