Please vote “No” on HSF 2004
 The 1787 Convention in Philadelphia had instructions from Congress to amend the Articles of Confederation:
“Whereas there is provision in the Articles of Confederation & perpetual Union for making alterations therein by the assent of a Congress of the United States and of the legislatures of the several States; And whereas experience hath evinced that there are defects in the present Confederation, as a mean to remedy which several of the States and particularly the State of New York by express instructions to their delegates in Congress have suggested a convention for the purposes expressed in the following resolution and such convention appearing to be the most probable mean of establishing in these states a firm national government.
Resolved that in the opinion of Congress it is expedient that on the second Monday in May next a Convention of delegates who shall have been appointed by the several states be held at Philadelphia for the sole and express purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation and reporting to Congress and the several legislatures such alterations and provisions therein as shall when agreed to in Congress and confirmed by the states render the federal constitution adequate to the exigencies of Government & the preservation of the Union.”  (From Journals of the Continental Congress, vol. 38 (manuscript), Library of Congress.)
These instructions were ignored. Patrick Henry further, admonished that the delegates had the temerity to declare the Constitution as a document “of the people” rather than “of the states.” This was an important distinction which declared that “power resides with the People.”  An idea George Mason placed in the Virginia resolutions and which Thomas Jefferson enshrined in the Declaration of Independence. 
When the States sent delegates to the Philadelphia convention, they were instructed to amend the Articles of Confederation. They closed the doors, policed every scrap of paper, and secretly wrote an entirely new contract of government by the people and for the people. Americans had effectively set the crown of authority upon their own heads and determined the rules by which they would live. Today almost every State in the Union has a Constitution that continues to acknowledge the power of the people to both write the rules of their government and to abolish the contract they have. 
From The Constitution Annotated, Library of Congress: 
“The convention had been called to revise the Articles of Confederation. Instead, it reported to the Continental Congress a new Constitution. Furthermore, while the Articles specified that no amendments should be effective until approved by the legislatures of all the states, the Philadelphia Convention suggested that the new Constitution should supplant the Articles of Confederation when ratified by conventions in nine states. For these reasons, it was feared that the new Constitution might arouse opposition in Congress.”
Today there are multiple entities that would "amend" our Constitution to bring it into a modern world, a world where speech should be limited, guns are a health risk, our Supreme Court should look more like the European model, and enclaves of religious groups can practice their religion unhindered by the Constitution. 
A convention called under the auspices of Article V, has the autonomy to write a contract for the governance of the people, including a new method of ratification, just as happened in Philadelphia. 


