Regarding HSB622, while we understand that the Governor is eager to streamline these new regions, and we are fully prepared to work with the department to actualize this, we are asking that this process be done in a thorough manner so that we can understand BEFORE the realignment begins what the fiscal cost is to the taxpayers and what the disruptive impact will be on our older consumers so that we may mitigate the pitfalls of rushing into this change too quickly.
We will be essentially removing nearly 50 years of successful infrastructure – some that can be reassigned; some that will need to be dismantled and rebuilt; and numerous requesting a fiscal cost analysis study and service disruption impact report that would be due to the legislature in the session next year, so that we can work toward minimizing the impact of realignment on the taxpayers and on our aging clients.
We know how the department will benefit from this realignment, from an administrative process, but additional benefits or the rush to move are less obvious, especially to our aging consumers, some of whom have been clients for over 20 years with the same consistent staffing.
Most of the six AAAs, if not all, have or are planning wait lists for services. Taking a year to provide a fiscal analysis would help us understand exactly how much funding would be required to complete the alignment and help us all better plan for future service delivery.
We thank you for your leadership and consideration of our suggestions as we realign.
Sincerely,
Kelly Butts-Elston, Chief Executive Officer, Connections AAA
