Good afternoon.  I am Dr. Marygrace Elson.  I am a board-certified in obstetrics and gynecology and have practiced for forty years in my specialty.  I OPPOSE this bill.  
This bill contains confusing language regarding when it is legal to prescribe or dispense the medications used for medication abortion, and when it is not.  The same drugs used for medication abortion are also used to treat women who are carrying a failed pregnancy, or miscarriage.  Both drugs named in this bill, misoprostol and mifepristone, are utilized to treat other medical conditions. For example, misoprostol is used to treat postpartum hemorrhage, which can be life-threatening. There are other, non-pregnancy related indications for both drugs. 
Another medication, methotrexate, is utilized to treat pregnancy occurring outside the uterus.  We call this ectopic pregnancy, and it is life-threatening.  Methotrexate can be considered an abortion-inducing medication.   
When there is confusion on the part of the medical or pharmacy team about what is legal and what is not, there can be significant delays or denials of care, and very real harm to the patient.  
This bill requires physicians to provide information about reversal of medication abortion. There is no scientific evidence or data to prove that medication abortion “reversal” is effective, and it may cause harm.  This requirement forces physicians to provide medical misinformation. in violation of medical ethics.  
The reporting mechanisms described in this bill potentially violate patient privacy and will add administrative burden to our already over-worked physicians.  This bill adds new exposure for potential legal action against physicians, medical teams and pharmacists—contributing negatively to the practice climate in Iowa.  Iowa already struggles to recruit and retain physicians and other health care team members, especially in rural areas.  
This legislation will potentially harm Iowans.  I urge you to oppose this bill in subcommittee.  
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to testify.
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