I’m writing to oppose HF 2121.
This bill expands the existing ban on instruction related to sexual orientation and gender identity from grades K–6 to all of K–12, blocking any “program, curriculum, test, survey, questionnaire, promotion, or instruction” related to these topics. This expansion is stated directly in the bill text and Explanation. [legalclarity.org]
My concern is that HF 2121 creates a deep inconsistency in how Iowa treats teenagers. Under Iowa law, the age of consent for sexual activity is 16. Iowa legally recognizes that at 16, a young person has enough autonomy and cognitive maturity to consent to an activity that can have life‑changing consequences, including pregnancy or lifelong STIs. [youthlaw.org], [pcaiowa.org]
At the same time, Iowa law still treats 16‑ and 17‑year‑olds as minors who cannot consent to major medical decisions, including gender‑affirming care or many other forms of healthcare. Minors must rely on parents or legal exceptions for sensitive health services, per the state’s minor consent and confidentiality framework. [hhs.iowa.gov]
Because HF 2121 prohibits schools from providing any instruction related to sexual orientation or gender identity, it denies these same teenagers access to basic, factual education about identity, relationships, safety, and the bodies they are already legally allowed to use in sexual activity. It restricts information, not conduct.
In practice, this means a 16‑year‑old Iowa student is:
· Allowed by the state to have sex,
· Not allowed to access gender‑affirming care,
· Not allowed to make medical decisions independently,
· And now, under HF 2121, not allowed to learn age‑appropriate information about sexual orientation or gender identity at school at all.
This mismatch creates a dangerous gap. If Iowa grants teens sexual autonomy at 16, then removing information from their educational environment undermines their ability to make safe, healthy, and informed decisions. Comprehensive health education is not ideology — it’s safety. Students deserve accurate information about themselves, their peers, their relationships, and their health.
Please reject HF 2121 and maintain an education system that is fact‑based, age‑appropriate, and consistent with existing Iowa law.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

