Dear Chairwoman Koelker and Committee Members Reichman and Staed,
Since the founding of the State Historical Society in 1857—just over a decade after Iowa became a state—it has always had a presence in Iowa City. The facility holds Iowa’s earliest archival materials. It is a rich, diverse, integrated, and carefully curated collection.
In 1983, three distinct Iowa historical agencies merged into one. Beginning with that merger, the Code of Iowa read “The State Historical Society Board of Trustees shall maintain research centers in Des Moines and Iowa City” (emphasis added).
That language never changed—but in June 2025, conveniently just a month after the Iowa Legislature adjourned, the then Department of Administrative Services (DAS) Director, and his adjutants, the State Historical Society Administrator and the State Archivist, announced the Iowa City Research Center would be closed. They said the closure would begin in early July 2025, and the building would be fully closed by the end of December 2025. And that is exactly what happened. They acted counter to the law this body enacted.
The reason given for the closure was a financial one; yet, that spring, the Legislature had appropriated $500,000 more than the Historical Society had received in years past. 
Now, I agree that the Historical Society has not been adequately funded for many years. I also agree that cultural institutions across the nation suffered setbacks in 2025. However, these realities do not excuse the abrupt decision to close the Iowa City facility with no public discussion, and without the consideration of this body. Their actions not only fell outside the law but are also contrary to every historical organization’s professional ethics code.
Again, it is clear that the DAS and the Historical Society overstepped the bounds, and state law, when they—as Executive Branch administrators—decided they could disregard an unambiguous directive in that law. That directive says, “the Department shall maintain research centers in Des Moines and Iowa City.”  
The State Historical Society’s Iowa City Research Center and the priceless collections it holds should be maintained and adequately funded and staffed.
I urge you to respect the current wording of the law and reject SSB 3033.  
I urge you to defend our rich history and ensure that it remains accessible to Iowans. 
Sincerely,
Kathy Gourley

