	Iowa City, with its beautifully preserved Old Capitol Building, symbolizes Iowa’s long history. Likewise, the Iowa City branch of the Historical Society has preserved important documents in Iowa history for many decades.
	The location of documents and archives so close to the University of Iowa enables scholars to easily access items for careful study that often can take years. If the collections housed in Iowa City were re-located to Des Moines, that access would be destroyed. 
	Speaking from my own experiences while writing A Secret to be Burried: The Diary and Life of Emily Hawley Gillespie, 1858-1888, the many trips I made to study primary documents would have been impossible if they were housed in Des Moines. The collection upon which I drew preserved the diaries of an ordinary woman whose old personal journals might not have survived the culling necessary to move collections to Des Moines. My book won the Shambaugh Award for best work in Iowa History, thanks to the Iowa City archives and their tireless, patient staff.
	I urge decision-makers to take the long view of what is valuable to the Iowa. Dismantling an esteemed jewel of Iowa history would be a short-sighted mistake. 
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