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January 28, 2021

Representative Joel Fry
House Human Resources Committee

Dear Representative Fry,

The Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman submits these comments in support of HF 191.
For the past year this country has seen a dreadful contagion work devastation across all segments of the population.  The COVID-19 virus has had a particularly vicious impact on the elderly, especially those vulnerable elderly living in congregate settings such as long-term care facilities.  While well intended, efforts at physical separation of this population from those outside the facility by federal and state agencies that were instituted to provide a measure of physical safety to this vulnerable population produced the unintended consequence of isolating and depriving vulnerable elders of necessary interpersonal relationships with loved ones outside of the facility.  
Inclusion of input from the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman, or the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman’s designee in decision making for visitation restrictions as proposed in HF 191, will allow for a broader perspective in addressing the unintended consequences of physical separation experienced by those living in long-term care and their loved ones in the community during a public health emergency.
Respectfully,
Cynthia Pederson
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