
Horse Illustrated 2025  “Best of Breeds:  American Cream Draft”


“Having a State Horse is a stupid idea; it’s not needed.”


This opinion, behind the scenes, has kept “The American Cream Draft Horse for 
The State Horse of Iowa” bill bottlenecked in Committee.


Iowa has rich soil and is world renowned for that today.

Iowa has rich traditions of agriculture and ranks number one nationally in corn, 
pigs, eggs, ethanol, and biodiesel. 

Iowa’s rich farming heritage includes founding and developing the only draft 
horse originating in the United States — a breed whose beauty, intelligence, 
gentle disposition, and trainability for all-around rural and urban work reflect the 
best of our State.




Why would anyone not want to acknowledge the founding and development of 
the American Cream Draft Horse in Iowa — a unique part of the agricultural 
history of our State — when it is truly an Iowa story.


We would not be alone. All of these States made the decision to honor a part of 
their heritage with a State Horse:


Vermont for the Morgan in 1961

Massachusetts for the Morgan in 1970

Idaho for the Appaloosa in 1975

Alabama for the Racking Horse in 1975

New Jersey for the Horse in 1977

North Dakota for the Nokota in 1993

Kentucky for the Thoroughbred in 1996

Tennessee for the Tennessee Walking Horse in 2000

Missouri for the Missouri Fox Trotter in 2002

Maryland for the Thoroughbred in 2003

Florida for the Florida Cracker Horse in 2008

Texas for the American Quarter Horse in 2009

South Carolina for the Carolina Marsh Tacky in 2010

North Carolina for the Banker horses in the Outer Banks in 2010

Oklahoma for the American Quarter Horse in 2022

Virginia for the Chincoteague in 2023

Mississippi for the American Quarter Horse in 2024


Iowa has an opportunity to honor a part of its heritage by recognizing a breed of 
horse that only Iowa can claim.


Vote Yes for The American Cream Draft Horse as the State Horse of Iowa 


