[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bible states that the poor will be with us always (Mark 14:7). There will always be those who, often as a result of actions or situations that are out of their control, who find themselves in dire economic straits and wind up with an inability to provide for their basic necessities. Blaming the homeless for their plight, which the tone of this bill appears to do, lets us off the hook, and allows us to sleep well at night, pray in our churches, and rationalize that the people experiencing homelessness aren’t the ones our faith or our compassion call us to care for.  We are concerned that nothing in this bill addresses the root causes of homelessness, and there doesn’t seem to be a pathway that would lead to either better short term sheltering options or to more permanent housing options, which ultimately are needed to address this issue.  The bill appears to provide only punitive measures, not support, financial or otherwise, to address the issues of homelessness.  If criminalizing homelessness by giving people fines or arresting them and financially penalizing communities that fail to utilize these approaches could end homelessness, we would have ended homelessness long ago. While data collection is of value, we are also concerned that the reporting requirements this bill calls for are unnecessarily burdensome and represent an unfunded mandate that would make it more challenging for both public and private entities, including faith-based non-profit groups, from providing support to the unsheltered and homeless.  We would ask you not to move this bill forward.


