As I woke up this morning weighing the pros and cons about coming today to this hearing the irony of the situation was heavily on my mind. For it was almost twenty years the last time I was present at our Capitol. 
It was the original adoption of adding sexual orientation to the Iowa Civil Rights Act. At that time myself and a few others were criticized for not pushing the addition of gender identity.  We felt despite all the education that had been done it would be difficult if not impossible to get both sexual orientation and gender identity. It was a political decision on our part to get at least sexual orientation added and then we could then pursue gender identity after more education. 
Our Trans Community responded almost immediately to this lack of leadership and representation on our action. Even after explaining our decision and rational they scolded us asking if not now when. We explained how receptive legislators had been because of the implications on our youths future, and our inability to pursue gender identity because we were not able to effectively communicate to them about the concerns or issues from the Trans community. These were the early days of using storytelling to educate to gain support and allies from lobbying efforts. We expressed the possibilities and what was needed to achieve both sexual orientation and gender identity that we needed storytellers. Because we would be unable to pursue that task without them. 
Fast forward to the current situation of the lack of education and understanding about the Trans Community. Conservatives and radical Christians have used misinformation, misunderstanding and especially fear to promote their radical agenda to change the progressive history and nature of our State. 
For my part I am appealing to your better nature to take the time and make the effort to educate, learn through your own knowledge and understanding then be able to make an informed, not emotionally driven, decision. Once again the future generations of Iowans requires and should expect these actions and efforts from us, Today to protect our liberties and be willing to defend.

