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ACE strongly supports legislation that would make the passage of the US citizenship test a requirement for graduation and that the graduation test should include all (100) questions from the US citizenship civics test for the following reasons.

· Surveys and polls have shown that young people lack the basic knowledge to be informed and responsible citizens.
· The 100 US citizenship civics test questions cover very basic information about American government and history and the rights and responsibilities of citizens.  Passing the test does not mean high school graduates have the knowledge they should have to be informed and responsible citizens. BUT failing to pass means that they will lack the minimal knowledge to be informed and responsible citizens.
· Not all graduates who are citizens will use the subjects they are now required for a high school diploma, but all graduates will have the responsibilities as well as rights of citizenship. 
· High school graduates who are citizens should be able to pass the US citizenship civics test that legal immigrants must pass to become naturalized citizens.  
· The graduation requirement does not pose too great a barrier to graduation. The legislation provides that a student must correctly answer only 60% of the questions to pass; students can take the test as many times as needed until they pass it; and the test requirement is subject to the same exceptions for special education and ESL students as other requirements. 
· The legislation provides for an additional graduation requirement but does not impose an additional mandate on schools regarding education standards. The basic information needed to answer the questions contained in the US citizenship civics test is or should be already taught as part of the existing standards for social studies instruction.  There also are many existing resources available on the internet that students may use to prepare for the test.
· A proposed amendment to the legislation providing that test consistent of only 10 randomly selected questions would present administrative difficulties and would result in different students taking different tests.  Students would still have to study all 100 questions because the 10 test questions would be selected randomly from the 100 questions.
· A significant number of other states have adopted a civics test graduation requirement consisting of all 100 questions from the US citizenship civics test.

For further information contact ACE at https://ace-ia.org/contact/
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