Dear 

Iowa AEA’s provide not only beneficial but CRUCIAL services for students, their families, teachers, and school districts. Of the approximately 49 areas of support, this bill puts 35 of those at risk, which would greatly impact the success of our educational system in Iowa.  

These cuts are not about just “cutting the fat” ; they cut the heart out of a system that has provided expertise, support, and care for ALL of our schools in Iowa.  

As a 31-year veteran teacher, I along with the entire school district benefited from the many trainings offered to keep us up-to-date on compliance issues as well as new teaching, behavioral, social, and emotional techniques to meet the increasingly changing and demanding needs of today’s students.  

One of the biggest supports was the AEA’s ability to assess students for learning differences or behavioral, social, or emotional struggles.  That assessment was key in developing plans to assist students, families, teachers, and the district in general.  I worked with teams from the AEA to devise the best possible course of action for countless students.  

As a parent of a child with autism, I and my whole family were very lucky to work with an early childhood AEA team to help assess our son and his needs and then implement a plan from the time he was 2 years old.  That early intervention was crucial, but so was their ongoing support, knowledge, and expertise all through his years in public education. 

By adopting the measures proposed in this bill, you will cripple not only schools - both public and private- in their efforts to successfully educate ALL Iowa students but deprive their families access to equitable services.  

That’s not what IOWANS - no matter what political party they’re from - do!  

Respectfully, 

Lori Wiley
2474 Hwy 92
Washington, Iowa. 52353
319-461-7393
lwiley47@icloud.com

