Shirley Hampton
5124 Coventry Court	
Davenport, Iowa 52807
iadpreshampton@aol.com


Hello!  I’m Shirley Hampton, President of Iowa Association of the Deaf, but I’m writing for myself as an alumnus of Iowa School for the Deaf and an advocate of the deaf community.

I am concerned about the wording in HSB 126 on page 1560 lines 4 through 7 where it states “Current law prohibits the board of regents from merging the Iowa school for the deaf with the Iowa braille and sight saving school, or closing either of the schools, until certain requirements are met.  The bill repeals this provision”.

Deaf children need to have full options for their education.  Iowa School for the Deaf provides one of the opportunities for them to enroll to obtain full education.  Also, this school provides leadership training, social development, better chances of sport involvement, also role models. This school provides bi-lingual education which includes American Sign Language and speech training.  We need protection in the state code from school being closed in the future.

I’m asking you to acknowledge the need to keep the Iowa Code as it reads and make an amendment to strike out the last sentence where it says, “the bill repeals this provision”.  

Thank you for your time reading and acting on this.


